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remember the extras

a lmost all of us are acquainted with at least 
one veteran, and many of us with several. 

It is my belief that it is important to acknowledge their 
service to our country anytime we have the opportunity, 
even if it’s just a simple, heart-felt “Thank you!” Our cover 
story was not something we intentionally sought out, but 
like most Searcy Living stories it just came out of a casual 
conversation. We are surrounded by great stories everywhere 
in this community and I am so thankful that our magazine is 
able to help bring at least a few of those stories to light.

On a different note, last issue I shared with you a very personal 
and tragic story in my life. I want to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has been so kind. My loss has made me more 
aware and more sensitive to others’ pain and loss.  Although we 
cannot possibly be everything to everybody, there are always 
people put on our path that we can and are meant to reach out to 
in whatever way we are led. Thank you again to the ones who 
were called to be those people to me.

Several years ago, a friend shared with me that they listened 
to an app called DAB (Daily Audio Bible). This information was 
so life changing for me. I found it to really be interesting to listen 

to, including the commentary after each 
short reading by the narrator. The reading 
for Oct. 10th really caught my attention 
and I am always amazed at how God uses 
random things to speak to us at different 
times of need throughout our lives. That 
day I heard a message I really needed: Don’t mistake challenge 
for abandonment. As I share this, I believe that there is at least 
one person reading this who needed to hear that message, also.

So, those are just a few random things that were on my heart 
and I felt like I needed to share them with you. Thank you for 
doing life right along beside me in every season, and as always, 
thank you for reading Searcy Living.

Don’t mistake  
Challenge for abandonment

(And Other Random Thoughts)
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SpiderS - The Unwelcome House Guests
By Mary Ann McAllen, PharmD Candidate 2019; Melissa Shipp, PharmD, BCPS, Lana Gettman, PharmD

AS THe SeASonS CHAnGe along with cooler 
temperatures, bonfires, hoodies, and pumpkin spice, 

we can expect our unwelcome friends from the outdoors. 
Among other pests, our eight-legged friends are all going to 
be looking for a place to keep warm. Arkansas has several 
different types of spiders, but the ones of concern are the 
dangerous black widow and brown recluse. What can be done 
to help keep your family safe from these spiders and their toxic 
bite?

Black widow female spiders are known for their shiny black 
exterior and red hourglass-shaped marking on their abdomen. 
Male black widows are typically smaller with longer legs 
and yellow and red bands and spots on their back. The male 
body is usually 3-10mm in length, whereas a female body can 
measure 13mm in diameter. Black widows are often found in 
dark locations such as garages, basements, closets, and attics. 
The spider usually hunts at night and spins webs during the 
day. Female black widows may attack when provoked or when 
they feel as though their egg sacs are in danger. Symptoms of 
a bite include joint pain, swelling, pain at the site of the bite, 
redness, tenderness, fever, and chills. However, these bites can 
also be painless.

Brown recluses are well known for their brown color with a 
violin-shaped mark on their upper back and six eyes arranged 
in pairs. The body of a brown recluse does not typically grow 
to be larger than half an inch in width. Brown recluse spiders 
are very reclusive by nature, hence their name. They tend to 
hide in areas that are not frequently disturbed such as shoes, 
closets, basements, attics, cardboard boxes, toilets, and behind 
pictures. These spiders usually bite when they feel threatened 
or provoked. Brown recluse bites can be severe and cause 
serious wounds, tissue necrosis, and in some instances even 
death.  The bites are frequently painless and often unnoticed 
until the area becomes red or white and develops a blister.

Tips for creaTing a lesser enTicing  
area for spiders:

 � Spiders love dark and undisturbed areas so eliminate 
cluttered areas (e.g. under beds, closets, cabinets, etc.). 
Decreasing the places where spiders can hide will reduce 
the overall number of spiders in your home.

 � Wash your curtains every 1-2 months
 � Clean your gutters frequently

 � Clean spider webs from around the exterior of your home
 � Learn to identify poisonous spiders
 � Eliminate spider egg sacs

 
WhaT To do if a spider biTes you:

 � Clean the site with soap and water to help decrease 
bacteria in the wound and remove any lingering venom.

 � Apply an ice pack or cold compress to the area to help 
reduce pain and control swelling.

 � If the bite is on an extremity (e.g. arm, leg), elevate the 
area. Raising the limb will help slow the spread of venom.

 � If possible, put the dead spider in a container and take 
it to the doctor with you to be identified. Identifying the 
spider will help determine the course of treatment you 
need.

 � Seek medical attention.

Keeping these tips and information in mind through the coming 
months, will help your family enjoy the changing of the leaves, 
cooler temperatures, and pumpkin-spiced lattes without the 
visits from any unwelcome house guests.  c

 Female Black 
Widow

 Brown Recluse
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AnnA Goodlow of Kensett celebrated her 101st birthday 
on September 26, at The Crossing at Riverside Health & 

Rehabilitation in Searcy where she is a resident. Staff members, 
family and friends helped her celebrate with a party in her honor.

The Crossing at Riverside Health and Rehabilitation is located at 2500 
East Moore Avenue in Searcy and offers long-term care, short-term 
rehabilitation, palliative care and respite care. For more information on 
the services offered, please call Glenna Copen or Kelly Adcock at 501-
268-2324.

Happy 101st Birthday
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White County Domestic Violence Prevention, Inc.

Domestic Violence AwAreness month

domestic violence is a critical public health and 
welfare concern harming victims, their children, 

family, friends, and communities. In 1989 Congress 
passed Public Law 101-112, officially designating 
October as National Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month.  Domestic violence knows no boundaries, 
impacting women, men, and children of every age, race, 
ethnicity, economic background, and belief. Often the 
victims of domestic violence are children who will have 
lifelong repercussions from the emotional and physical 
trauma of witnessing violence. Domestic violence is a 
leading cause of homelessness for women and children.  
Research findings suggest that about 20% of mass 
shooters from 2006 to 2016 had a history of domestic 
violence. Domestic violence affects the entire community 
and every citizen can help stop the cycle of violence 
by learning about domestic violence, knowing local 
resources for victim referral, donating needed items or 
money to Hope Cottage, volunteering at Hope Restored 
or donating items to Hope Restored that can be sold to 
raise funds for the work of Hope Cottage.

WHAT IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE? 
Domestic violence is the willful intimidation, physical 

assault, battery, sexual assault, and/or other abusive behavior as 
part of a systematic pattern of power and control over another. 

Domestic violence may be physical, sexual, verbal, stalking, 
emotional, financial, medical or religious abuse. The frequency 
and severity of domestic violence can vary dramatically. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN ARKANSAS 
•	 Arkansas has the 5th highest rate of rape in the United 

States.
•	 Arkansas had a total of 44 confirmed domestic violence 

murders in 2018, ranging in age from 1 month to 89 years.
•	 Over half of domestic violence femicides in Arkansas are 

committed with guns.
•	 453 victims in Arkansas were served by domestic violence 

shelters and programs in one day.
•	 An estimated 18.6% of Arkansas women will experience 

stalking in their lifetime. 
•	 On a typical day, domestic violence hotlines receive 

approximately 21,000 calls, approximately 15 calls every 
minute.

WHAT AbOuT WHITE COuNTy, ARKANSAS?
Hope Cottage in Searcy, AR provided safe, emergency shelter 

for 152 women and 73 children, provided crisis counseling for 
443 and case management for 774.

 Judge michael lincoln signing the Proclamation of  october as Domestic Violence Awareness 
and education month in white county.  witnessing the signing are members of  the white county 

Domestic Violence Prevention, inc. board, staff  and volunteers of  hope cottage and hope restored, 
along with concerned citizens. 

Dr. Beth Wilson, CFCS, CFLE, Board Member of WCDVP, Inc.
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“When you 
can do the common 
things in life in an 
uncommon 

way, you will 
command the 

attention  
of the world.”

~ GeorGe 
WashinGton  

Carver
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city league softball

calvary Baptist Association one Day tournament

church league softball

Kensett FIrst 
BaPtIst ChurCh 

softball
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{ Think } 
Deeply

S p e a k 
• gently •

Love Much
Laugh 

A Lot

[Work Hard]

Give Freely

& Be Kind.
~Unknown
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searcy Living CreatIVe WrItIng WorKshoP  
Held at the Carmichael Center
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“Keep your 
face always 
toward the 

sunshine and 
the shadow 

will fall 
behind you.”

~ Walt Whitman
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BeccA smith
september 11-14, 2019

des moines, iowa

P. E. O. INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION

“ Let all that you do 

be done in love.”

1 Corinthians 16:14
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Floyd eh cluB providing desserts for the 2019 Sunshine Rodeo.

2019 SuNSHINE RODEO

“Be the reason someone smiles today.”
~Unknown
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“Nothing can 

dim the light 

which shines 

from within.”
~ Maya aNgelou
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dr. mitzi A. wAshinGton And mr. Joseph v. wAshinGton recently 
celebrated 25 years of marriage with “A Red Carpet Affair” held September 28, 

2019, at the Robbins Sanford Grand Hall in Searcy. Mr. & Mrs. Washington were 
married October 1, 1994, at Bethlehem Baptist Church by the Rev. Dr. Pierce Moore. 
The couple are the parents of Joseph Daniel (JD) and Mary Elisabeth (Biz), both of 
Searcy. Dr. Washington surprised her husband with an evening of dinner and dancing 
with friends and family.

The Red Carpet Backdrop was done by Carole’s Printing in Searcy.
Photos by Shantel Smith Photography.

25th ANNIVERSARy CELEbRATION
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the BAld KnoB veterAns oF ForeiGn wArs Post 10007 is honored 
to have the opportunity to raise the POW/MIA Flag at the Searcy Central Fire 

Department. We appreciate the sacrifices the men and women of our military 
have made while serving our country in all wars. Savannah Breaux, Commander, 
said, “We have the utmost respect for those that were prisoners of war and the 
missing in action. We are proud to have a POW/MIA Flag join the other flags at 
the Searcy Central Fire Station.”

Members of VFW Post 10007, Bald Knob, Arkansas wish to thank the Searcy Fire 
Department for welcoming us to fly the POW/MIA Flag.  The event included an opening 
ceremony with presentation of colors by Bald Knob VFW; a history of the POW-MIA 
Flag and was followed by the presentation of the POW/MIA Flag. After the flag was 
raised, the ceremony was concluded with a prayer. One of the functions of Bald Knob 
VFW is to educate/publicize POW/MIA issues and to recognize all Veterans for their 
dedication and service.

PoW/MIa 
FLAg CEREMONy

Good thinGs hAppened recently one of which, was the 2nd Annual 
Veterans Appreciation Day in Searcy, AR. The Charitable Donations 

Committee of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Assn Nat’l Board of Directors 
each year sets funds aside for charities across the country. This year’s charitable 
donation of $9,500 along with Combat Vets, Chapter 7-8, Tumbling Shoals 
contribution of $500 selected VOMC to receive a total of $10,000. The combined 
donation was presented to VOMC at their Veterans Appreciation Day on Saturday 
by CVMA State Representative, Bill “Oscar” Blecher.  Also,  generous donations 
were given by First Security Bank,  Riverwind Bank, Centennial Bank, Christian 
Motorcycle Assn. Thundering Grace Chapter of Searcy and several individuals.

The Arkansas Blood Institute, present at the event, received 20 people that gave blood. 
The VOMC is grateful to all donors and feels truly blessed to have such great support 
and enthusiasm for their endeavors. Veteran’s Outreach Ministry Center, 1120 S. Main, 
Searcy AR.

 2nd annual 
VETERANS APPRECIATION DAy

PictureD: left to right 
Paul Bunn, Founder & 
President, VoMC; Bill 
(oscar) Blecher, arkansas 
state representative of 
Combat Veterans Motorcycle 
association 7; rex Moore, 
Director of VoMC & Bill 
(rhino) Morton, CVMa 7-8 
Pr, VoMC Pr.

PictureD: 
Michael Vinson, 

First securty Bank hr.
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Vacation Rental

Branson$89.00-
$149.00 

per night! 

2 Bedroom
2 Bath
3 Beds

Great Colorful Decor at this Branson Fall Creek 2BDR, 2Bath 
Condo. Conveniently located near Lake Taneycomo, Table Rock 
Lake and the excitement of the Branson strip. Loft design keeps the 
feel open and the fully equipped kitchen gives you the opportunity 
to eat in and enjoy home cooking and the savings of not eating out 
every meal. Next time you are headed for Branson, go to the link 
below to view seasonal rates and for booking.    

Plan Your Next Getaway!

Reservations:

AirBNB:
26412736

Homeaway:
7131715

vRBo:
7131715ha
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sutton Brown Honorary Queen of Astrid Rose Event Center

Thank You So Much For Your Support!

“Go the extra mile.  It’s never crowded.”
~Unknown
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on decemBer 7th, Pioneer Village will be celebrating with an 
Old Fashioned Christmas from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. Visitors may 

tour the historical buildings decorated with live greenery, handmade 
ornaments and decorations.  Activities include carolers, musicians, 
crafters, and wreath making. Children may decorate their own sugar 
cookie. Santa will be there with his sleigh and reindeer.  Pioneer 
Village is located at 1200 Higginson Street in Searcy. Admission is 
free, but donations are accepted. All donations are used for the care 
and maintenance of the Village. Pioneer Village is a non profit 501(C)
(3) organization, a part of the White County Historical Society. For 
more information call (501) 580-6633.

Pioneer VILLAgE

““ make your life a masterpiece; imagine no limitations 

on what you can be, have or do.”

~Brian traCy
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simmons Bank Community President, rees Jones, Commercial Banking executive, Jamie Mobley, and the simmons 
Bank team present a pledge of $15,000 to unity health President/Ceo, steven Webb and unity health Foundation 
executive Director, Cassandra Feltrop for the Foundation’s ‘home is Where the heart is’ campaign.

SIMMONS bANK Pledges Funds to uNITy HEALTH FOuNDATION CAMPAIgN

simmons BAnK in Searcy recently pledged $15,000 
to the Unity Health Foundation’s most recent campaign 

‘Home is Where the Heart is.’
The new campaign revolves around continuing to improve 

both patient and associate safety at Unity Health. A patient’s 
home is where the heart is and the Foundation wants to help 
patients get home quickly. The ‘Home is Where the Heart is’ 
campaign focuses on funds for three main areas, including the 
Inpatient Rehabilitation Center, Patient Safe Handling Rooms 
and Xenex Germ-Zapping Robots.

Resources for the Foundation are obtained through donations, 
memorial gifts, planned gifts, special events and other sources. 
The Unity Health Foundation works to develop a lasting 
partnership with the community to preserve, sustain and develop 
Unity Health for years to come.  

To learn more about the Unity Health Foundation and 
the ‘Home is Where the Heart is’ campaign, please visit 
www.unity-health.org/foundation or call (501) 278-3184.

aBout the unItY heaLth FounDatIon

The Unity Health Foundation is a charitable, not-for-
profit corporation that serves to provide support for Unity 
Health. Donations to the Unity Health Foundation provide Unity 
Health with funding for renovations, state-of-the-art equipment 
and special projects to enhance patient care. The Foundation 
extends the mission of Unity Health to create a healthy 
community through medical excellence and compassionate care.

“Keep looking up.  That’s the secret to life.”

~ Charlie Brown



SearcyLiving.com    35

Friends Through The Years
GlendA And Alice played basketball at Kensett 
High School in 1954 and still cherish their friendship 
today.

chris chumley & michele chumley were 
patched in with Combat Veterans Motorcycle 

Association Chap. 7-8 Tumbling Shoals, AR at Drasco 
Trading Post, Saturday 10/12/19.  Chris joined the 
Navy in 1989.  His first duty station was on Coronado 
Island with the Amphibious Construction Battalion, then 
Desert Shield and Storm, as well as Somalia. He was 
Honorably discharged in 1997 in San Diego.

Then he joined the Army Reserve in 2000 as a Combat 
Engineer stationed in Conway AR and when 9-11 happened 
went back to active duty in June 2002 with the following 
duty stations: Fort Bliss, Tx. as 14t Patriot Missile Operator 
Maintainer,  Korea and Fort Bliss, TX. in 2005.

He  also went to Fort Benning for Jump School after AIT 
and was stationed with HHC 3rd Battalion 504 Parachute 
Infantry Regiment. He also was reflagged to Echo Company 
1st Battalion 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment with his 
first Afghanistan deployment in January of 2007.  Lastly in 
2012 he transferred back to Fort Bliss & medically retired.

Michele graduated in 1989 and has a career in home health. 
She and Chris have been married 16 years making their home 
in Pangburn, Ar. on the Cleburne County side.
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Betty younG, a resident at The Crossing at Riverside 
Health and Rehabilitation in Searcy, finds the humor in 

getting a little messy during an art class at the center. On this 
day, residents were painting “pet rocks.” Residents at The 
Crossing at Riverside enjoy a variety of activities designed 
with varying interests in mind.

The Crossing at Riverside Health and Rehabilitation is located 
at 2500 East Moore Avenue in Searcy and offers long-term care, 
short-term rehabilitation, hospice care and respite care. For more 
information on the services offered, please call Glenna Copen or 
Kelly Adcock at 501-268-2324.

Painting PET ROCKS

“We make a living by what we get,  
but we make a life by what we give.”

— Winston churchill
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on FridAy, decemBer 6, & sAturdAy, decemBer 7, 
holiday luminaries will be placed around the White County 

Courthouse in Searcy to honor or memorialize loved ones. 
(Weather permitting).
Each luminary sold will benefit the cancer patients of CARTI Searcy. 

If you would like to participate in this special event, please call 800-
451-3351.

Presented by the CartI searcy auxiliary
2019 LuMINARy PROjECT
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t he hArdinG university Paul R. Carter College of 
Business Administration, in cooperation with PwC, has 

selected four students as the inaugural recipients of the 
Botham Jean Business Scholarship. The scholarship will 
support historically under-represented populations as they 
pursue their degrees at the Harding University College of 
Business. This year’s students have been chosen for their 
academic excellence and demonstrated leadership. 

The scholarship was established by Harding and PwC in honor 
of Botham Jean, a 2016 alumnus of the University who was 
tragically killed Sept. 6, 2018, at his home in Dallas. Jean was 
a beloved risk assurance associate with PwC, a proud Harding 
graduate and faithful Christian. 

“This scholarship is especially meaningful to Harding 
because it honors Botham’s life and continues his legacy at 
the University,” Bryan Burks, Vice President of University 
Advancement, said. “In telling his story, we challenge recipients 
to be great students and campus leaders, and most importantly, 
to follow Christ with their hearts. While Botham’s life was 

cut short, he is remembered through this scholarship that will 
continue to impact the lives of our students for years to come.”

Jean came to the University from the Caribbean nation of St. 
Lucia. During his time at Harding, he was a member of the Good 
News Singers, a resident assistant, an intern for the Rock House 
campus ministry, and a leader in Sub T-16 men’s social club. 
Jean frequently led worship during daily chapel services and 
other campus events. He was well known for his charismatic and 
powerful song leading. After graduation, Jean moved to Dallas 
where he was hired by PwC following an internship with the 
company.

PwC initially established the scholarship fund with a gift of  
$50,000. Through personal contributions from PwC partners 
and staff and the PwC Matching Gift Program, it has grown to 
more than $600,000 as of September 1. 

Harding has awarded Yui Kondo, Tonio Montez, Brittany Tate 
and Courtney Porter as the first four recipients of the scholarship 
in Jean’s memory.

harding university College of Business announces recipients of the Botham Jean Business scholarship. (Pictured from left to 
right: Courtney Porter, Brittany tate, Yui Kondo, tonio Montez, and allen Frazier, Dean of the College of Business) Photo by 
Jeff  montgomery

HARDINg uNIVERSITy COLLEgE OF buSINESS 
announces recipients of Botham Jean Business scholarship
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well Done RuN

 i n response to leArninG that over 700 million 
people around the world lack access to clean water 

and all of the different facets of life that are affected 
by unclean water, Fellowship Bible church partnered 
with living water international to make a difference 
by starting a city-wide 5k called the well done run. 
so named because if we get enough participants and 
sponsors, the well will be done!

The Well Done Run is a unique 5k in that not only do all of the 
proceeds from the race go directly to help those that lack access 
to clean water, but all race participants will also experience a 
glimpse of what it is like to “walk in the shoes” of those that 
do not have access to clean water. Each race participant begins 
the race with an empty milk jug, then has to fill up their milk 
jug with dirty water at the halfway point and then walk or run 
back to the finish line with it. Along the race trail, participants 
also learn more about the water crisis as they read facts that 
have been chalked up on the course and see pictures of all of 
the villages that have been impacted to date through the Well 
Done Run! This year’s Well Done Run will benefit those that 
live without access to clean water in India.

The Well Done Run is a really fun family event to take part 
in each year as there will be free Chick-Fil-A coffee, bounce 
houses for the kids, face painting, a fire truck, a dunk tank, and a 
free Wild Sweet Williams Scone for each race participant.

You do not need to be a runner to participate either, as walkers 
and those strolling with their kiddos are invited and welcome 
to participate in the fun!! Please register your whole family for 
a meaningful morning of fun, laughter, and purpose by signing 
up for this year’s race at www.welldonerun.com.  The race is 
November 2nd at 9:00 am, starting at Searcy’s Lion Stadium.
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WHITE CO. SINgLE PARENT  
SCHOLARSHIP FuND, INC.

Celebrates 20 Years of Providing hope 
& Changing Lives through education

t he white county single parent scholarship 
Fund, inc. (wcspsF, inc.) is celebrating its 20th 

year of providing hope and changing lives through 
education.  since its beginning in 1999, wcspsF, inc. 
has awarded 654 scholarships with a combined value 
of over $392,000. 

WCSPSF, Inc. is an affiliate of the Arkansas Single Parent 
Scholarship Fund, which has its headquarters in Springdale, 
AR. The parent organization has been in existence for almost 
30 years and has 71 county affiliates throughout the state. 
The White County affiliate received its start in 1999 when 
the Bald Knob Rotary Club had the vision to bring the Single 
Parent Scholarship Fund to White County. During its first year 
in existence, WCSPSF awarded one scholarship with a value 
of $200. The organization began to grow and before long it 
was larger than the civic club could manage. With the club’s 
blessing, the WCSPSF became independent of the Bald Knob 
Rotary Club and formed its own board of directors. 

In 2005, WCSPSF received its own 501(C)(3) status with the 
IRS and became WCSPSF, Inc.  In 2010, the organization had 
grown to the point that they felt a need to hire an Executive 

Director to work with the all-volunteer board.  Two years 
previously, I had retired as District Manager with the Social 
Security Administration.  After two years of volunteering 
with various organizations, I decided I wanted to go back to 
work.  I wanted to find something where I could give back to 
the community and find something that would be a ministry.  I 
found the perfect organization! I was hired as the organization’s 
first Executive Director and have now served in that role for ten 
years. 

WCSPSF, Inc. has been a blessing for me and to so many 
families here in White County. It is truly a ministry. We have over 
3500 single parent families in White County and approximately 
fifty percent of them live at or below the poverty level. We 
are attempting to provide these families a way to change the 
trajectory of their lives through education. When a single parent 
completes their education, many good things can happen. Doors 
and opportunities are opened.  The higher education can provide 
a better income, which means that the family has a higher 
standard of living. The children see the difference that education 
has made in their lives, and will be motivated to want a better 
education for themselves as well. These scholarships benefit 
not only the single parent families but also the community as 
a whole.  

BY Dan neWsoM, exeCutIVe DIreCtor

Continued On Next Page 
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PROVIDINg HOPE AND CHANgINg LIVES 
THROugH EDuCATION, WCsPsF, Inc. 

looks forward to the next twenty years 
to see the impact of our scholarships 
on the single parent families of White 

County and the community.

“

”

To qualify for a WCSPSF, Inc. scholarship, an applicant must live in 
White County, be a single parent head of household with children in the 
household under the age of 18, possess a high school education either 
through diploma or GED, maintain a GPA of 2.0 or higher, be within 275 
percent of the federal poverty guidelines, and be pursuing a course of study 
beyond high school that will lead to skilled employment. Scholarships are 
awarded for technical training as well as college degrees. 

Scholarships are awarded every spring and fall. The deadlines for 
applying are January 7 for the spring and August 15 for the fall. Students 
may apply every semester until they finish their degree or certification. 
Scholarships for full time students are $1,000 per semester, with smaller 
amounts available for part-time students.  Our scholarships are different 
from traditional scholarships. We award our funds directly to the student 
and allow the student to use the funds for whatever they deem appropriate. 
Our goal is to help them succeed and finish their education. 

The majority of the funds for the scholarships are provided through 
donations and grants. The only government funding received is a yearly 
grant from the Arkansas Department of Higher Education.  Our community 
has been so good to partner with us over the years. God has blessed us 
richly and we are so grateful.  WCSPSF, Inc. is a proud member of the 
United Way of White County and fully supports the efforts of United Way 
to better the community by assisting its non-profit organizations. 

Providing hope and changing lives through education, WCSPSF, Inc. 
looks forward to the next twenty years to see the impact of our scholarships 
on the single parent families of White County and the community.

If you would like to apply for a White County Single Parent Scholarship 
or would like more information, go to aspsf.org or call 501-230-2414.  c



42    Your Hometown Magazine

Pets  Send Us Your pet pictures!
     searcylivingarticles@yahoo.com
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What Does One Curlie
Say To Another?

 W hat does one Curlie say to another?  
No this is not the first line of a joke.  If you are a 
“Curlie”, you  belong to that certain demographic 

that deals with the blessing/or curse of naturally curly hair.  
For all you straight haired people, (who were SO in style when 
I was in high school), who may be jealous of this “gift”, let me 
say you have no idea how the rest of us live and cope. Yeah, 
you know who you are.  You had that perfect hippie, Barbara 
Hershey, parted down the middle shiny locks look, while I was 
dealing with growing out my bangs and had those deep waves 
down each side of my face.  I even earned a nickname “Martha 
Kink”, shortened by one cousin to “Kink”. 
That’s Ok, by this time my kinkage had 
become part of my identity.

While I will admit conquering hair with 
a mind of its’ own is definitely a “First 
World” problem, that does not change the 
fact that you still have to figure out what to 
do with your mangled mop on a daily basis.  
Not every day can be a ponytail day, unless 
you have a job that requires you to do so.

First of all, let me inform you that Curlies 
notice other Curlies.  I see you sitting on 
the other side of a classroom or church 
auditorium.  I am immediately comparing the 
difference between my curls and yours. Can I 
learn anything from what you have done with your 
hair, to help me manage mine?  If you visit the 
website Naturallycurly.com, you will find that curl 
power can be categorized into multiple levels of 
Wavy, Curly, Coily or Locs.  And why would you 

need to categorize your curl?  First, so you can use the correct 
product on your hair and second, (and most important), learn 
specific techniques for handling your hair.  This website will also 
educate you on such exotic subjects as curl patterns, microfiber 
towels and defrizzing products.  Did you know that Curlies should 
not be using terry cloth towels on wet hair?  Yep, they can cause 
frizz. It’s much better to use a big t-shirt repurposed as a towel.  
Another source of help in this struggle are Youtube videos.  Who 
better to teach you about curly hair techniques than another Curlie?  
Seriously, it’s a whole other world of information out there.

There is a book, “The Curly Girl Method” by Lorraine 
Massey, Michele Bender and Deborah Chiel on 

dealing with your kinks and waves, (Amazon). 
This book has a whole cult following. There 

is even an accompanying book on “Top 
Curly Girl Method Recipes”.  I kid you not.  
Apparently, the mixing of several over the 

counter products can produce better results.  
Who knew?

Getting back to High School, (1969); in order 
to be in style, I rolled my bra strap length, 
freshly shampooed wet hair, on to large purple 
magnetic rollers. Then, as I have always had 
enough hair for 3 people, I sat under a bonnet 

hair dryer for an hour. You hope to do this only 
once a week.  In order to keep my straightage 

going, I would wrap my hair around my head and pin 
in place before bed each night. Now keep in mind, this 

was a time in my life where my priorities were: to keep 
a tan, (raised in So Cal), keep my hair straightened, and 

make it on to the Pep Squad.

By  Martha duncan overby
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My junior year, miracle of miracles, handheld blow dryers 
became available.  I could seriously achieve total deliverance 
from the waves and kinks, at least until the evening mist rolled 
in from offshore, (remember, So Cal). That would have been the 
fall season, during the football games.

 Is it any wonder that one of my curly cousins, Sheelah, posted 
on Facebook on July 2, in the middle of heat and humidity, “Yo, 
check on your friends who have curly hair in this heat – we are 
not ok. We out here lookin’ like alpacas.”

Here’s, my lovely cousin and fellow Curlie, Sheelah Duncan 
Biniakewitz with her husband Kelley. Obviously this picture 
was taken during cooler weather, per the scarf and great hair 
that day.

Later on in life, as a wife and mom, trying to balance a full 
time job and keeping a home in order, the time was just not 
available to commit to such nonsense.  No time to fight hair with 
a mind of its own.  You have to find what can be a wash and go 
style for whatever hair you have.  

Just a side note here, did you know that hormone changes 
will alter your curl?  Just when I had this issue handled and 
conquered, I gave birth to my daughter.  By this time, I had 
embraced the curlage. As my pregnancy progressed, my curl 
decreased, and did not return until months after we quit nursing. 
Try mentioning that to a doctor; they think you are NUTS.  I had 
to figure out what to do with new hair, (honestly, at this point I 
got a perm). 

Shall I even open up the subject of finding a hairdresser?  
You definitely need someone who can partner with you on this 
struggle. The right cut will set your curls free, a wrong cut will 
make it more difficult to control your hair.  For instance, I must 
have my hair tapered or layered to some degree or I will look 
like Rosanne, Rosannadanna, (reference is to a character on 
Saturday Night Live, played by Gilda Radner, google it).  Having 
moved to a new area, and needing to find a new hairdresser, I 
once called around to ask who was proficient with curly hair.  As 
a test, I would ask if they had a diffuser for their blow dryer.  It 
amazed me that hairdressers who did not even have a diffuser 
in their shop, claimed to know how to deal with curly hair.  A 
diffuser is an attachment for your blow dryer that keeps it from 
blowing the curl out of your hair.

“...We are not 
ok. We out here 

lookin’ like 

alpacas.”

“Curl power can be categorized into multiple levels...”
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So what does one Curlie say to another?  I have approached 
other Curlies in stores or supermarkets. Or I have noticed another 
Curlie looking at my hair, so I initiate a conversation. First I’m 
going to complement you on your trendled tresses. Next I’m 
asking what product they use and/or who is their hairdresser.  Most 
are very open to discussing this, as we all know the battle is real 
and we need all the help we can get. Sometimes this can lead to 
short demonstrations of blow drying methods or discussions of 
the website from which we purchase our curl cream, mouse, or 
cleansing conditioners.  I personally have not used shampoo on my 
hair for about 5 years.  For curls that perform, the hair must be well 
conditioned.  I use a product that cleanses as it conditions.  

At this time, I do have an illusion of control over my hair and a 
great hairdresser, but it has taken years to get here. Have I amused, 
educated, or bored you yet? Either way, thanks for letting me vent. 
I feel better now.  c

“a diffuser is an attachment for your blow dryer 
that keeps it from blowing the curl out of your hair.”

for curls that perform, the hair 
must be well conditioned.

tip

tip

did you know that Curlies 
should not be using terry cloth 

towels on wet hair?

tip

“Not every day can be 
a ponytail day...”

did you know that hormone 
changes will alter your curl? 



SearcyLiving.com    47



48    Your Hometown Magazine

Financial Focus:

here are a feW suggesTions: 

 � Boost yoUR 401(k) ContRiBUtions. Like many people, 
you might not usually contribute the maximum amount to your 
401(k), which, in 2019 is $19,000, or $25,000 if you’re 50 
or older. Ask your employer if you can increase your 401(k) 
contributions in 2019, and if you receive a bonus before the 
year ends, you may be able to use that toward your 401(k), too.  

 � add to yoUR iRa. You have until April 15, 2020, to 
contribute to your IRA for the 2019 tax year, but the more 
you can put in now and over the next few months, the less 
you’ll have to come up with in a hurry at the filing deadline. 
For 2019, you can put up to $6,000 in your IRA, or $7,000 if 
you’re 50 or older. 

 � Review yoUR PoRtfolio. It’s always a good idea to 
review your investment portfolio at least once a year, and 
now is as good a time as any. But don’t make any judgments 
based solely on your results over the past 10 months. Instead, 
look carefully at how your portfolio is constructed. Is it still 
properly diversified, or has it become overweighted in some 
areas? Does it still fit your risk tolerance, or do you find 
yourself worrying excessively about short-term price swings? 
These are the types of factors that might lead you to make some 
changes, possibly with the help of a financial professional.  

 � don’t foRget aBoUt yoUR RMds. Once you turn 70½, 
you generally need to start taking withdrawals – the technical 
term is “required minimum distributions,” or RMDs – from 
your traditional IRA and your 401(k) or similar plan. After 
the first year in which you take these RMDs, you must take 
them by the end of each year thereafter. If you don’t withdraw 
at least the minimum amount (calculated based on your age, 
account balance and other factors) you face a penalty of 50% of 

what you should have taken out – a potential loss of thousands 
of dollars. So, take your RMDs before Dec. 31. The financial 
services provider that administers your IRA or 401(k) can help 
you determine the amount you must withdraw.

 � tHink aBoUt next yeaR’s oPPoRtUnities. It happens 
to almost all of us: A year has passed, and we haven’t taken the 
actions we had planned. So, start thinking now about what you 
want to do in 2020 from a financial standpoint. Can you afford 
to ratchet up your investments in your retirement plans? If you 
have children or grandchildren, have you started saving for 
college? Have you considered ways to protect your financial 
independence if you ever need some type of long-term care, 
such as an extended nursing home stay? If these or other items 
are on your financial to-do list, start planning now to get them 
done next year.

Time goes quickly – so don’t get left behind without having 
taken the steps to keep moving toward your financial goals. 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.  c

for End-of-Year
Financial Moves

We’ve still got a couple of months until 2019 draws to a close, but it’s not too early to make 
some end-of-the-year financial moves. In fact, it may be a good idea to take some of these steps sooner 

rather than later. 

not too soon
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  Pilot Col. Ryan Pace

By Martha Duncan Overby

When you meet Col. Ryan PaCe and have a chance to visit with 
him, you see he is one of those gifted leaders with a servant’s heart. I 
believe you find these rare people amongst those with strong faith and a 

sure connection to Jesus. The natural man works toward self-promotion.  It takes 
faith in someone bigger than yourself to believe and stake your reputation on the 
higher concept of serving others. And that he does. Let me tell you some of his story.

February 4, 2018, Col. Ryan Pace relinquished command of the 77th Combat Aviation 
Brigade to Col. Robert Lashbrook at the Army Aviation Support Facility on Camp 
Robinson.

Stepping down from this command was preceded by a very pivotal deployment for 
his brigade. In June of 2016, the Arkansas Army National Guard 77th Combat Aviation 
Brigade (CAB), left for the Middle East under Colonel Ryan Pace’s command, nearly 
2000 members strong. Their mission was to be support to the United States efforts in the 
Middle East, Operation Spartan Shield. But their brigade ended up operating as support 
to both Operation Spartan Shield and to Operation Inherent Resolve, which was aimed at 
pushing back and removing all ISIS activity in the region.

Ryan is an aviator, flying mostly Blackhawk helicopters. His duties swung back and 
forth between combat and diplomacy responsibilities, working to bring other countries 
into a partnership position for the war effort.

As commander of the 77th CAB, he met with each group of soldiers in his command 
to share his theme and emphasis for their operations.  His saying for this theme was 
“Win the day.” The goal was to strive each day to improve and be stronger physically, 
spiritually, emotionally and socially. Sounds like a goal that would benefit all of us. Some 
soldiers were definitely changed spiritually, as there were several baptisms within the 
group during this deployment.

When his brigade was deployed, ISIS controlled a large portion of Iraq. With the 
concerted effort of the many branches of our military, and partnering with regional 
and allied forces, by the time the 77th CAB was brought home one year later, the ISIS 
controlled area had decreased to 7%. Several months after their homecoming, it was 
reported that ISIS had lost all control in the region. The 77th CAB was part of that 

Operation 
Spartan Shield 

Emblem

Combined Joint 
Task Force, 
Operation 

Inherent Resolve 
Emblem
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77th Combat Aviation 
Brigade Emblem

“The goal was to strive each day to improve and 
be stronger physically, spiritually, emotionally 

and socially.”
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  Flying Angel One for Arkansas Children’s Hospital

 Three generations of Pace Soldiers.

“Service to our country 
is a generational 
characteristic of  

Ryan’s family.”

very successful effort. During that year his brigade served in 10 
different countries.  It is amazing that all of their brigade came 
home, not one soldier was lost. Ryan says God’s hand on this 
mission was definitely apparent. 

With any war, there are those victims that suffer, mostly women 
and children. Our military men and women come back to “normal 
life,” but carry the memory of all the suffering they have seen. We 
all saw the news reports of what went on under the regime of ISIS. 
But we were so removed from the actual events as we sat in front 
of our TVs with our first-world problems.  Those deployed to this 
war were exposed first hand to the evil events and peoples affected 
by this conflict. They are never the same.  They learn to cope, but 
are never the same. It’s part of the price they pay to serve. Ryan is 
very adamant that the peace we seek can only be found in Christ.  

Service to our country is a generational characteristic of Ryan’s 
family.  His grandfather served in WWII as an infantryman and he 
rode in gliders during the war. His father, Brigadier General Mike 
Pace, served in the Army National Guard over 42 years before 
retiring.  Brigadier General Pace was an aviator, but was deployed 
to Iraq, commanding the 35th Engineering Brigade, not far from 
where Ryan was stationed in Iraq, although not at the same time.

Ryan also Comes fRom a long line of faRmeRs. 
His branch of the Pace family came to America before the 
Mayflower and started with 80 acres in Virginia. There were 
a group of 5 families that came together at that time to establish 
a 400-acre farming colony. His family has been in farming each 
generation since then. 

Graduating high school in Houston, Missouri, he attended 
Harding University where he met his wife Tish, a Searcy girl. 
After his freshman year at Harding, at age 19, he joined the Army 
National Guard. He has spent 8 to 10 days a month since then in 
Army National Guard training.  He learned to fly at Army Flight 
School at Fort Rucker in Alabama. As an Army National Guard 
aviator, in order to keep your flight hours current, you will have 
to spend some time flying during the week, as opposed to just 
weekend training.

He graduated from Harding with a degree in Human Resources 
Management and Personnel Administration. Ryan and Tish 
married in 1996 and bought their first farm, a house with 4 
acres in Missouri and started their herd with bottle fed calves. 
He was working as a Missouri State Trooper at the time, along 
with continuing his National Guard training and farming. Slowly, 
that first farm in Missouri grew to 40 acres and they built their 
own home. He also attended the University of Central Missouri, 
studying Aviation Safety.

During one of his deployments, in 2003, Tish moved the family to 
Searcy to finish her education and to be near family. Their children 
were ages one, three, and four at the time.  When you speak about 

 Part of the 77th Combat Aviation Brigade
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military service, you have not addressed the whole story unless you 
mention the families of our military. Someone must keep life going 
at home, and that duty falls upon the spouses of our warriors. Let’s 
not forget, the whole family serves our country to some degree, as 
they do without family members during deployment. That remaining 
spouse lives life basically as a single parent. There is a dedication to 
the service of the soldier required to accomplish this lifestyle.

Upon returning from that deployment, Ryan flew for Air Evac 
Lifeteam airlifting hospital patients and spent 12 years flying for 
Children’s Hospital. Before long, they purchased a home and 
80 acres in Judsonia, back to farming. He attended War College 
in Carlisle, PA, where he received a Masters Degree in Strategic 
Studies, just as his father had done years before.  He feels this 
portion of his education was a great help in preparing for success 
during deployment in the Middle East. 

Coming back after deployment in 2017, Ryan went back to 
flying for Children’s Hospital again, but after a time, he knew 
he needed a change.  He attended a Veterans 4 AG conference in 
Jonesboro, provided by Farm Bureau, a meeting to promote better 
farming. While there, he spoke with representatives from Greenway 
Equipment.  They set a time for him to come by and visit with them. 
Since the conference was focused on bettering farming, he was 
expecting this meeting was to promote more of the same. What he 
walked in on at this meeting were company management. He soon 
figured out this was his interview for employment; they hired him 
as a location manager. He served at the Batesville location for a year 
before transferring to the Kensett location. Who better to serve the 
needs of farmers, than a farmer?

Even though he has taken a management position with Greenway, 
he continues with his family farm, Wholly Cow Farm LLC, providing 
organic beef to a few local vendors, Good Measure Market and 
Burrito Day. Getting back to farming has provided agri-therapy 
for Ryan. There is a peace that comes with connecting to nature by 
working with the land and animals. Several of the men with whom 
he served have started local agri businesses here in Arkansas, such 

  From left to right Luke, Layne, Tish, Reid and Ryan Pace

“Let’s not forget, the whole family 
serves our country to some degree, as 

they do without family members during 
deployment.”
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as growing vegetables, raising pork and keeping bees. This group 
of Veterans network and support each other, even learn from each 
other.  For instance, Ryan added bee hives to his farm to promote 
pollination, as he grows feed for his cows. He learned how to manage 
these hives from a fellow Veteran farmer, SFC Michael Sparks. He 
says farming is very well suited for Veterans as it is challenging, 
requires resilience, and not being afraid to get your hands dirty.  

As a farmer, something he noticed in the Middle East was the 
interruption of any consistent farming efforts. Iraq was having to 
import their food and were ashamed of that.  A country that cannot 
feed itself is truly in an unstable situation. Ryan is passionate about 
sustainable farming and seeing our society return to a more self-
sufficient stance. He mentioned the invaluable skills he learned in 
school taking shop classes. He talks about the next generations in 
this country. Will they know how to be self-sufficient? Will they 
have the skill set to see our country stable and have the values to 
endure? 

Ryan is proud of his employer’s program of providing two years 
of schooling in John Deere’s AG-Tech program at Arkansas State 
University at Beebe, in return for remaining in their employment for 
three years.  If you are a young person looking to make farming your 
livelihood, you might want to give him a call.

Whether he is leading soldiers in battle, assisting another farmer 
as Greenway manager, or networking with other Veteran farmers, his 
belief is that true profit and success come from helping others meet 
their goals, or making their profit. As he cares for his own cattle and 
land, there is an attitude of stewardship and ministry, as he feels the 
land is “borrowed” not owned.

I asked Ryan to summarize what he would tell an American citizen 
about those who serve in our military.” His response was, “Rarely, 
will you find a person with a bigger heart, a more unselfish attitude, 
who works for the good of a team than those in the military.” This 
is something I have seen again and again as I have worked with 
Veterans over the last few years.  These men and women have such 
a capacity and unction to give. And they don’t want to be called 
heroes; they do not like that word.  They just did their job. A job that 
put their lives in jeopardy, while we were safe at home.

Ryan’s advice to those returning from duty, back to life in these 
United States: “You are not the same. Your family is not the same.  
By your leaving, you created a hole that your family has learned to 
fill without you.  You will create your new place in your family; it 
will be different.  Take things slow. Reach out to the VA and Veterans 
organizations. You are not alone; there is help. And the peace you 
need can only be found though Christ.”  c

Va CRisis hotline: 1 800 273-8255 PRess 1
Va CRisis text line: text ConneCt to 741741

  Farmers Ryan and Luke Pace
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  Colonel Ryan T. Pace  Left to Right Col. Ryan Pace,  
Col. Robert Lashbrook, and  

Brigadier General Kirk Van Pelt.

“Rarely, will you find a person with a biggeR 
heaRt, a more unselfish attitude, 

who works for the good of a team  
than those in the militaRy.”

~ COL. Ryan PaCe
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  77th CAB sign

“His belief is that  
tRue PRofit 

 & suCCess 
come from helping 
others meet their 
goals, or making 

their profit.”

  Daughter Layne & Ryan Pace, 
homecoming day for the 77th CAB 

2017.
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The national CenteR foR aPPRoPRiate teChnology (nCat) 
(www.ncat.org) is a national nonprofit that helps people by championing small-
scale, local, and sustainable solutions to reduce poverty, promote healthy 

communities, and protect natural resources. We have a well-deserved national reputation 
for providing research-based technical assistance and information in the fields of sustainable 
agriculture, sustainable energy, and community development. NCAT is headquartered 
in Butte, MT and has five regional offices, including the Southeast Regional Office in 
Fayetteville, AR (https://www.ncat.org/ncat-southeast-regional-office/). NCAT’s ATTRA 
Sustainable Agriculture program (www.attra.ncat.org) provides educational resources, 
training, and technical assistance to farmers and ranchers across the country. NCAT’s Armed 
to Farm program (www.ncat.org/armedtofarm) provides sustainable agriculture training to 
military veterans. Farmers who are interested in more information can visit the ATTRA 
website to find hundreds of publications, podcasts, videos and other resources on sustainable 
and organic agriculture production. They can also contact us at askanag@ncat.org or 
800-346-9140. For more information on Armed to Farm or the NCAT Southeast Regional 
Office you can contact Margo Hale atmargoh@ncat.org or 479-442-9824.

Armed to Farm:
Sustainable agriculture Training For Military Veterans

Wholly Cow 
Farm

Training Program from the National Center for Appropriate Technology
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By Michal Horton

Dog Park

I recently moved back to Searcy with my 
rescued dog, Maxwell. Having Maxwell has helped me 
participate in the Searcy community in a new way—

namely, through the dog park. The Searcy dog park is little 
known by many dog lovers in the area, but for those who do 
know about it, it’s a place where dogs and their people make 
meaningful connections. Several of the dogs that frequent the 
park are rescues. A major part of their stories of rehabilitation 
have happened at the dog park, where they learn to feel safe 
around people and bond with dogs. Here are some quick 
examples: 

•	 One of our regulars named Cher is “learning to 
be a dog” at the park, as her rescue mom says. Cher was 
nearly put down at a kill shelter. Now she can be found 
chasing her ball with enthusiasm and splashing around in 
the kiddie pool.  

•	 Winnie, a little yorkie mix, is terrified of 
people because of past trauma. Being around dogs at the 
park has helped her feel safe, though, and recently she 
jumped into two people’s laps that weren’t her rescue 
dad. It was a huge milestone!

•	 My dog, Maxwell, was only 25 lbs. when I adopted 
him, and he should have been 40 lbs.! As an Australian 
shepherd/husky mix, Max is always on the go, so we 
started setting up play dates at the dog park. He soon 
bonded with a husky named Cyrus, whose dog momma is 
now my best friend! Maxwell is now a healthy 50 lbs, and 
he has connected me to new friends and has given me a 
sense of belonging in the Searcy community.

We have countless stories of how these dogs have overcome, 
how they have brought quality into our lives, and how they have 
taught us lessons in forgiveness! While we have given them a 
second chance, they do more for us by enriching our daily lives 
and showing us where we belong in the community. 

The City is hoping to build a larger and improved dog park soon, 
but for now, our little community is focusing on the positives, 
trying to connect with Searcy dog lovers who don’t know about 
us. Also, we simply have so many special stories that I know many 
would find touching.  c

Searcy’s

“We have countless stories of how these 
dogs have overcome, how they have 

brought quality into our lives, and how they 
have taught us lessons in forgiveness!”
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Searcy’s Dog Park
1200 Higginson St.
Searcy, Arkansas
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ave you ever stopped to think about 
the good that could be done if the ministers, 
church leaders, and community leaders banded 
together for the good of our town?  Think of the 

impact that such outreach would have on the lives of all the 
citizens of Searcy, but especially those in need.

Recently, I have come to appreciate that groups of people can 
do much more than any single individual.  We each have different 
strengths, weaknesses, gifts, and callings. When we pool our 
resources, our knowledge, and our strengths the result is much 
bigger and stronger than any one 
person could ever achieve alone.  

What would it look like if those 
resources were all pooled together 
in an organization that put aside 
doctrinal differences, focused on 
common ground, and sincerely 
tried to help those in need?  

What you would have is the 
Searcy Ministerial Alliance.

You may not have heard of them 
before, but chances are you have 
heard of another organization that 
sprang up as a result of the fruit 
of their labors.  That organization 
is Jacob’s Place.  Jacob’s Place operates on donations only and 
is focused on helping family homelessness.  But the Searcy 
Ministerial Alliance does more than just that.  

I sat down with Father Mark Harris, of Trinity Episcopal Church 
for the inside information, which I would like to share with you.  

Searcy Ministerial Alliance was born as a result of the desire for 
a cross-denominational way for pastors and leaders within Searcy 
to be able to work together for common good.  They wanted a 
better way to take care of the poor, the homeless, those that are 
in transition, and those that are in itinerate housing situations.  In 
addition, they also work to foster relationships between the pastors 
and city leaders.

They particularly assist the transient needy, providing gas 
vouchers for people trying to pass through the city and temporary 
housing.  In order to qualify for a voucher, applicants have to pass 
a background check at the police station.  Additionally, United 
Way works in partnership with the Searcy Ministerial Alliance to 
help people find jobs.

According to Father Harris, one of the biggest challenges that 
the Searcy Ministerial Alliance addresses is rural homelessness.  
Hence, Jacob’s Place was born.  At Jacob’s Place, the mission 
is to “empower the homeless by providing financial, spiritual, 

emotional, and life counseling 
while receiving shelter.”  Unlike 
ordinary homeless shelters, Jacob’s 
place is for homeless families 
with children.  It is run entirely on 
donations.  All the donations go 
directly to helping a family in need.

The Searcy Ministerial Alliance  
is a symbol of something much 
larger than an individual or even 
just one church.  It symbolizes a 
willingness to work together for 
common good.  Father Harris told 
me that they have “finite resources 
for infinite need.”  The need will 

always be bigger than the resources, but the Searcy Ministerial 
Alliance is committed to changing one person’s life at a time.  

So how can you help?  First, you can encourage your pastor 
to become part of the Searcy Ministerial Alliance, if they are not 
already a member. Father Harris, the current chair of the Searcy 
Ministerial Alliance, can most directly be reached through his 
church email at trinityepiscopalsearcy@gmail.com or by calling 
Trinity Episcopal Church’s number at 501-268-5270 and asking 
for information about the alliance.

Second, you can support Jacob’s Place either monetarily or as 
a volunteer. You can either give to Jacob’s Place directly through 
their website at www.jacobsplace.org or you can give to a church 

Searcy    Ministerial
AlliAnce

By Jennifer Webb

Photo by John Baker

“According to Father 
Harris, one of the 

biggest challenges 
that the Searcy 

Ministerial Alliance 
addresses  is rural 

homelessness.”
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event where all the donations go to Jacob’s Place.
If you would still like to help, but not in any of the ways 

mentioned above, there are also community-run food pantries 
scattered around town, including one at Trinity Episcopal 
Church called the Little Free Pantry. You can anonymously bring 
nonperishable items and donate them to this food pantry.  That 
way you know that your donation is going directly to help feed a 
local hungry person or family.

I have often found that you get out of a community what you 
put into it.  Giving back to others is a great way to practice 
kindness and show your gratitude for the blessings that you have 
in your life.  Life is a continual journey of mountains and valleys.  
Sometimes we are at a peak on the mountain top and everything 
is going great.  Other times we feel lower than a snake’s belly in 
a wagon rut at the bottom of the valley. 

It is at those times in our lives that we are in great need of 
a hand up.  When we are at our lowest points in life is where 
the kindness of others means the most to us.  When we are in a 
position to give back, we often also receive a blessing far greater 
than we could imagine.

It boosts our own happiness, makes us smile, knowing that 
we have expressed love.  Love is a feeling, but it is also a verb.  
When you practice giving back, you are showing love in action.  
What a beautiful model and lesson for our children.  c

“The Searcy Ministerial Alliance is a 
symbol of something much larger than 
an individual or even just one church.  

It symbolizes a willingness to work 
together for common good.”

“Giving back to others is a great way to 
practice kindness and show your gratitude for 

the blessings that you have in your life.”
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T his weekend one of the 
groups that I dIrect had a trip out 

to West Texas.  We left on Saturday morning 
at about 8 a.m.  As we were rolling down the 

interstate, I noticed that when I pushed on the 
gas sometimes the minibus would go faster and sometimes it 
would not.  That fact and the little light on the dash that says 
“check engine soon” were both indicators that something might be 
amiss. So, about 11:30 a.m. I decided that I would pull off in New 
Boston, Texas and feed the group, gas up and check out what was 
happening with the bus.  As we were exiting, rolling up the off 
ramp the engine just quit entirely.  No amount of coaxing, either 
from me or the impatient vehicles immediately behind would 
resurrect the bus.  It was finished for the day.

I sat there for a few moments considering my next move when 
a pickup truck pulled next to us and asked if he could help out.  
Taking note of the university name on the side of the bus, he felt 
a relationship because of his affiliation with the church which 
provides the foundation of our institutional core values.  So, he 
went to the church which was just a couple blocks to our left and 

came back with a van.  The kids piled into the van and the preacher 
of the church drove them over to McDonald’s for lunch while this 
good man and I decided what to do with the bus.  We decided that 
he would pull the bus with his F-150 over to the nearby church 
parking lot where we spent another 30 minutes messing with this 
and that.  Finally deciding that the problem was the fuel pump, 
which is hidden in the gas tank of these kinds of vehicles, we knew 
there was no way to continue the journey in that bus.

So the preacher said, “Would our van work for you?”  After 
looking at the size and calculating what could and what couldn’t 
fit, I said, “Yes, I believe it will.”  He just reached out and handed 
me the keys.  Simple as that.

The kids loaded the van while the gentleman and I towed the bus 
to the Ford place just around the corner and parked it by the service 
entrance.  We went back to the church where I hopped into the van 
and looked into the rearview mirror at a completely overloaded 
van full of luggage, sound equipment and 10 university students.  
We drove off to complete the trip.

I had a lot of time to think while I was driving the last 230 miles 
of the trip.  How many times do such things happen?  A good 
person sees a need and fills it.  These men did not know me from 
Adam.  They just knew I was a Christian.  That is all they needed, 
because to them that meant I could be trusted. I cannot explain 
what such blessings mean to me.  We were able to bless hundreds 
of people with our singing because of a gift given freely. 

By chuck hicks

W h e n
t h e
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“ we were able to bless hundreds of 
people with our singing because of a 
gift given freely.”
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Bottom line to me is that I believe many people walk alone in this world 
because they take such things as “church” lightly.  I don’t.  Wherever I go, 
I am never alone.  I know that there are folks around who will, without 
hesitation, befriend me and take care of any crisis... all in the name of 
extended church relationship. 

 Our journey is finished.  Everything was done as it should have been.  
It was not as we had planned.  It was not right on schedule.  It was a little 
uncomfortable.  But what a remarkable story of kindness, servanthood and 
generosity.

The world... contrary to what you might have heard... has a lot of good 
folks in it.  I know. I met a couple of them on Saturday.  And tomorrow I’m 
going to hand them the keys to their van back, and drive our repaired bus 
back to the university. I’m gonna say thank you again... even though I know 
these kind of people know there aren’t really words to express appreciation 
for such things... and they don’t do it for the thanks anyway.  They do such 
things because they are saying “Thank you” to Christ for an even bigger 
gift, and they know that the only way to thank God is to serve others. If, for 
some reason, you have gotten the wrong idea of what a Christian is because 
of a bad experience of one kind or another... maybe this story will help clear 
things up a little.  c

“ I know that there are folks around who 
will, without hesitation,  

befriend me and  
take care of any crisis... ”

“ If, for some reason, you have gotten the 
wrong idea of what a christian is because 

of a bad experience of one kind or 
another... maybe this story will help clear 

things up a little.”
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ere’s the thing about Jacob. He’s a 16-year-
old guy who doesn’t play video games. His cell 
phone is not an extension of his arm, and he 
doesn’t watch TV. Like many Arkansas guys his 
age, he loves to fish and hunt and needs no excuse 

to be in the great outdoors. While Jacob shares many of the 
same interests as the rest of his demographic, one of the things 
that makes him unique is the focus of our story.

When he was about 11 
years old, Jacob attended 
his first Scottish Festival at 
Lyon College in Batesville, 
AR. This was the first time he 
had ever heard live bagpipes 
and they really fascinated 
him. By the following year, 
he knew he wanted to learn 
to play, and he has now been 
doing so for two years.

When I asked Jacob what 
made him want to learn to play 
the Great Highland Pipes, as 
they are properly known, he 
answered, “Heritage.” He 
thought a few seconds and then added, “It’s become an obsession, 
really. Passion is not a strong enough word for it.” For the last 
two years, he has made one or more weekly trips from Searcy to 
Batesville for his lesson at Lyon College with his teachers, Kenton 
Adler and Jimmy Bell. He has had the willing participation of family 
and friends to ensure he has transportation to his lesson (about 45 
minutes away). They have become invested in his interest and the 
determination he has shown to reach his goals. He doesn’t have 
to be asked to practice. He practices every single day and when 
he’s not practicing, he is still practicing. If there are rare moments 

that he is doing nothing and doesn’t happen to have his practice 
chanter along - the component of the bagpipe that controls the 
melody; a long, thin “tube” with holes drilled into it that you place 
your fingers over in patterns to create different notes while moving 
air through the tube - you’ll see his fingers moving as though he 
did have it, and a look of concentration on his face that causes 
you to double take in an attempt to see the sheet of music you 
feel he must be seeing. At the outset of his journey, Jacob shares 

that he felt like he would pass out 
before learning breath control 
and developing his lungs. Well, at 
first, so did his family. Beginner 
bagpipes can be, ummm, how can 
I put this delicately... torturous, to 
say the least.

As Jacob quickly progressed, 
there was no doubting his level of 
commitment and determination. In 
what seemed like no time (to his 
family, at least), he was playing 
and also still breathing. His face 
was not so red anymore. From the 
front porch of his Pepaw’s country 
home, the haunting echo of Jacob’s 

song from the other side of the pond is palpable enough to stop 
conversation. It is the calling of the pipes. For a brief moment, you 
feel what Jacob must have felt that caused him to take up one of the 
hardest instruments to learn to play. “Amazing Grace” will leave 
your eyes stinging for reasons you cannot really explain except 
that there is something magnificent and ancient about that sound.

Some of Jacob’s answers to questions asked of him for this article 
were not typical of today’s young adult. He paused for thought 
before each answer. “If time travel were really possible and you 
could go back to any century and place that you wish, but you 

By Robbi M. Casey

PipesThe
Are Calling

“From the front porch 
of his Pepaw’s country 

home, the haunting 
echo of Jacob’s song 

from the other side of 
the pond is palpable 

enough to stop 
conversation. It is the 
calling of the pipes.”
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have to stay there your entire life, would 
you go? He didn’t hesitate long on this 
one. “Yes, most definitely,” he answered. 
“Where and what century?” I asked. 
“Scotland. 1500. The 1500s were a time 
for ‘taking a deep breath’ for Scotland.
There was still fighting, yes, but not as 
much as there had been in the 1400s, nor 
as much as there would be in the 1600s,” 
he explained.

As he is a descendant of Robert Roy 
MacGregor (Rob Roy), this is whom he 
claims as his favorite Scottish historical 
figure over the perhaps more honorable 
William Wallace, because, “Family, you 
know,” he says with a grin. And honestly, 
who doesn’t love a good respectable 
outlaw?

Jacob’s pride in his heritage is part of a legacy passed down by 
his great grandmother Robbie. Her love of sharing the origins of 
the MacGregor family in America from the very front porch of the 
McGehee (name taken after the MacGregor name was outlawed in 
Scotland on pain of death) family home in Liberty, MS, was passed 
down to her in the same fashion. This home has always remained 
in the possession of the descendants of the original builder, Samuel 
McGehee, Jr., and still does today. Hearing these tales from the very 
spot in which Samuel himself once sat in 1852 has created a sense 
of real connection from Jacob’s 6th great-grandfather down through 
his offspring and on to theirs, and is now a part of the makeup of 
Jacob himself.

Jacob says that the Great Highland Pipes will always be in his 
life and, he hopes, an important part of his future. His aspirations 
include, “...becoming really, really good on the bagpipes and 
competing in Scotland in the World Champion Solo Competition.” 
He plans to obtain his doctorate of History and hopes to become a 
curator of the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C., or of the National 
Museum of Antiquities in Scotland.

As he has already won 1st place in Solo (grade 5 level) at last 
year’s 40th annual Arkansas Scottish Festival at Lyon College with 
his performance of “Prince Charles’ Welcome to Lochaber,” there is 
no doubt he will reach his goals.

Jacob has recently decided to offer his skills on the Pipes as 
a means of earning money to help him reach his goals. He offers 
to perform at any special occasion that calls for the sound of the 
Great Highland Pipes. He extends this offer at no charge to military 
veterans and fallen law enforcement officers or firefighters who lose 
their lives in the line of duty. If you wish Jacob to appear at your 
venue in full Scottish attire and commemorate your event with a 
moving performance from his music portfolio, please contact him for 
pricing and details at jtaggart@gmail.com or call 319.360.6768.  c

“He practices 
every single day 

and when he’s not 
practicing, he is 
still practicing.”

“...doomed and devoted by 
vassal and lord, MacGregor 
has still both his heart and his 
sword...if they rob us of name 
and pursue us with beagles, 
give their roofs to the flame 
and their flesh to the eagles...
while there’s leaves in the 
forest and foam on the river, 
MacGregor, despite them, 
shall flourish for ever!”

—Sir Walter Scott
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Find yourself on

“The key to success is to start  
before you are ready.”

~ Marie Forleo
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etting a good nights sleep can be life changing.  
More often than not, people suffering with 
Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA) think they are 
getting a good night’s sleep, but still feel tired all 
the time.

Harold and Melissa Davis, who own and operate Sleep Centers 
of Arkansas, located at 306 E Market in Searcy, hear this and many 
other complaints related to sleep on a daily basis.  The couple, who 
both are licensed respiratory therapists, opened Sleep Centers in 
2006 to service patients reluctant to go to a hospital environment.  
Sleep Centers is set up in a home.  Harold says patients often tell 
him it feels like grandma’s house.  It is quiet and peaceful and lacks 
all the hospital smells and sounds that you find at other centers.  
“I’ve actually had patients ask if they could rent a room for a week, 
they found it so inviting”, says Harold.

Most patients find themselves referred for a sleep study when 
they have a combination of high blood pressure and snoring.  
That combination gives you an 80% chance of having OSA, but 

not everyone who comes in for a sleep study goes home with a 
prescription for a CPAP machine.  As of last quarter, only 68% of 
patients who visited Sleep Centers of Arkansas were diagnosed 
with OSA.  “Having a sleep study doesn’t mean you are going to 
get a CPAP.  There are many sleep disorders, OSA just seems to be 
the most common,” says Melissa.

So what is a CPAP?  It is a form of positive airway pressure, 
which applies mild air pressure on the airway to keep it open for 
people who cannot breathe spontaneously on their own due to 
an obstructive airway. Many would be surprised to find that the 
biggest indication that you might have OSA is genetics.  While 
weight can complicated your genetics, OSA is really caused by the 
amount of space at the back of your throat and the airway.

Melissa says her favorite part of the job is working with patients.  
“Once someone is given the CPAP, they get their life back.  They 
are able to share a room with their spouse for the first time in years, 
with their snoring controlled. They have the energy to get a job or 
improve at the job they have.  They can get outdoors, enjoy more 
time with their kids or grandkids.”  In addition, using a CPAP to 

By Dorjeanne Bechhoefer
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treat OSA can reduce blood pressure more than any medication 
on the market.  Untreated  obstructive sleep apnea contributes to 
Afib, Congestive Heart Failure, Diabetes and Stroke and most 
people don’t even know they have it.  If you have close family 
members with OSA or feel tired even after 8 hours of sleep, talk 
to your physician about getting tested or call Sleep Centers of 
Arkansas - Searcy directly to see one of our sleep providers.  
Sleep Centers of Arkansas - Searcy would love to put some pep 
back in your step with a good nights sleep!   c

“ Most patients find themselves referred 
for a sleep study when they have a 
combination of high blood pressure and 
snoring.  That combination gives you an 
80% chance of having OSA...”

 Harold and Melissa Davis
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W hile in the southern African country of Zambia, 
I saw another black mamba, but this time not 
from a distance. Before I dive back into my scary 

snake story, allow me to set the backdrop. I am very blessed as 
a Missionary Evangelist to travel in and out of Africa and South 
America throughout each year, fulfilling the dream and destiny of 
my life. I want to address our readers who have dared to dream 
of doing things that matter and, as well, are things they love to 
do. From experience I can tell you 
such dreams do not unfold without 
a journey. Finding joy in the 
journey of everyday life instead of 
feeling defeated because that thing 
that really makes a difference and 
you love to do it doesn’t seem 
to be happening fast enough is 
paramount. They say a picture 
is worth a thousand words, and I 
agree. But I also believe there is 
another statement that is true, a 
word of faith is worth a thousand pictures! Whatever you do, grab 
hold of a powerful word of faith and do not drop your dream in the 
dumpster of defeat. If you have done so already, pick it back up, 
regardless of the set backs and spoken words of other people.

The night I am describing to you was in my heart and dreams 
twenty seven years before it came to pass. In those twenty seven 

years, I can tell you I wanted to give up on believing for the 
fullness of what I love that matters, and settle for something less 
many times. Along every juncture it was a word of faith that would 
help me keep pressing and to experience joy in the journey I was 
walking. In fact, I am still on that journey. Not everything that is 
in my heart at forty-nine years old has come to pass, YET! A small 
word of faith for our readers with great big dreams that will make 
a difference in others: you are enough!

Now, back to my scary snake 
story. Myself and a small team 
were in the village of Mbabala, 
Zambia. At that time there was 
no Evangelical Church there and 
our missions goal was two-fold. 
First, to plant the first Evangelical 
Church in the history of this village 
through a ministry crusade, and 
secondly, to bless the people with 
many necessity items we brought 
from the States, such as clothes, 

shoes and food. The first night of the ministry crusade arrived and 
I was very happy to see the turnout in this small village. Our local 
pastor who had been prepared and trained had a wonderful worship 
team assembled, and the speaker system could be heard nicely. 
The time came for me to get up and speak. As I was sharing the 
gospel, I noticed to my right that a large group of the crowd was 

“Whatever you do, grab hold 
of a powerful word of faith and 

do not drop your dream in the 
dumpster of defeat.”

On A Stepped

Black
MaMBa

Black MaMBaS live in the savannas and rocky hills of southern 
and eastern Africa. They are known to be one of the world’s deadliest 
snakes. Having traveled to Africa for many years, I have seen a few, 
but usually from a distance.

The Night I

By Ronnie Freeman
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scrambling, some screaming and some running. Outdoor ministry is 
always a different kind of ministry versus inside a church, but this 
was beyond that! Regardless of your biblical beliefs, I can only tell 
you honestly what happened. For twenty seven years I had dreamed 
of this moment, and the journey had plenty of potholes. But little 
did I know how prepared I was for such a bizarre and disturbing 
moment. An unusual boldness rose up within me and I saw myself 
come down off the stage with microphone in hand, continuing to 
preach. I walked over to the middle of all the commotion. Without 
hesitation I picked my dominant left foot up with a singular thought 
in mind, “Snake, you are not stopping my dream.” I smashed the 
head of the snake, I never quit preaching, and I walked back up on 
the stage. Today, four years later, there continues to be a growing 
Evangelical Church there, which has recently moved into their new 
church building. The church was built on four acres of land that the 
Chief of the village gave us after that ministry crusade.

Now, about the snake. Let me say, by nature I do not like snakes 
and normally run in the opposite direction of them. I did not have a 
clue what kind of snake I was stepping on until the people we were 
working with told me. A Black Mamba! Hearing that made me realize 
that I had put my life in danger and, in my normal state of thinking, 
would have never even considered it. The journey, the many words 
of faith over twenty seven years, prepared me for the night I stepped 
on a black mamba. Your worthwhile dreams will come with their 
own ‘Black Mambas.’ Stay true to who our Creator God has made 
you and true to your passionate high calling. You will get there and 
you will be ready to step on the head of anything that gets in your 
way!  c

“a word 

of faith 
is worth a 

thousand 
pictures!”

ZambiaRoNNIe is the Founder and 
President of Dream Nations 
Ministry which has seventy 

three churches in eight 
different countries and 

three different continents.

www.dreamnations.org
revrpfreeman@hotmail.com
Facebook: Dream Nations

 New church under construction at Mbabala, Zambia.

 Chief of Mbabala with his 
gift, a pair of shoes.  He gave 
us the four acres of land for 
the church.
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I t WaS a normal mornIng at Camp Wyldewood and I decided to 
do ropes again like last year. The entire camp was at morning praise 
singing and dancing to the songs. After morning praise it was time to 

do morning activities. Morning activities is a time to pick an activity to go to 
for an hour, with the campers getting to choose what to do from whatever is 
on the list of activities. So that’s when I decided I wanted to do ropes. But to 
do ropes I had to be picked, because there was a limit to the number of people 
that could go and do ropes. When the activities director called for a count to 
see if anyone wanted to do ropes, I raised my hand and she picked me to be one 
in the ropes group.

In order to participate in ropes the group had to do some team building games 
first. The introduction was a “Get to know you.” So the group circled up and we 
went around the circle and said our name, how many years we have been going to 
camp, and where we are from. The last thing was what we would put in trail mix 
if we could make our own. After everyone had shared, the group got to move on to 
the next activity.
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Falling Off A

And Surviving
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“It was about taking time to 
realize and trust what god has 

in store for us.”

t he view was just breath-taking. There I was, hanging off a cliff and looking at all the things God had created 
for us. The sun was high in the sky, the trees were moving to the rhythm of the wind, and there was a little river 
that was reflecting the sunlight. I looked down and saw one counselor and two of my friends cheering me on.  

I was zipping down the cliff.  It was an amazing experience and my favorite part of rappelling. When I reached the 
ground, there was a counselor down there to help me take all the ropes off and send them back up. So now I was free 
from the ropes that were attached to me.

The walk back up the cliff was intense. Honestly, it was a bit more terrifying than rappelling down it. I had no ropes 
attached to me, so I was likely to slip and roll down the cliff. I also had some rocks sliding towards me. As I was climbing 
up, I slipped on a rock. I was fine and not hurt, but the rock rolled toward one of my friends and the counselor. They told me 
I was dangerous to be in front of them, and I told them I was sorry. There were ropes here and there to help pull myself up, 
and we finally made it back to the top. I was doused in sweat. After we were done, a cabin mate and I hiked back to our cabin 
to change shirts and shoes. After changing, we headed to the gym for canteen/snack time. Our counselor asked where we had 
been and we replied that ropes had let out late and we went back to our cabin to change. After getting in trouble, we got in 
line for our canteen. I got water and a bag of chex mix and then we headed to Group Bible.

 The life lesson I learned doing this was how to do something that I was absolutely scared to do. It was about taking time 
to realize and trust what God has in store for us. I also learned how to trust in what others are telling me and to listen to what 
they have to say. I learned not to be full of pride, so I don’t get myself or others hurt, and that it is okay to show emotions 
because others might be experiencing the same thing.  c

  The first activity was called Log Jam. The entire group had 
to stand on a long log and complete a task the instructors told 
us to do. We had to do the task with no talking or falling off 
the log. If someone talked or fell off then the group had to 
restart. But the twist was if an instructor told someone they 
could talk, then they would be able to talk, but in a voice an 
instructor told them to do.  After it took a profuse amount of 
time, we finished our task and it was time to move on to the 
next team building game. 
  The second  activity was new for me to do, called “Stay 
Connected.” This game was about the group needing all 
players to complete this task. Each member of the ropes 
group had a half of a PVC pipe. We had to keep a ball on 
the half PVC pipe without it falling, rolling backwards, and\
or stopping. This activity was similar to Log Jam because 
we had to complete this activity without talking. This task 
took even more time and effort than Log Jam, but we did 
accomplish our goal. 
  Once we were finished with Stay Connected, we moved 
on to the Spider Web which is a course with multiple shapes 
that were different sizes. We had to lift people through the 
shapes, and they could not touch the ropes. Others had to 
crawl through, and if any of them touched the ropes we had 
to restart. We also had to complete this task without talking, 
just like the rest of the exercises. This one also took countless 
time and effort, but we did do an outstanding job on the 
exercises. This was the last team building skill before we got 
to go rappelling. 
  To get to our destination, we had to hike up to Bee Rock, 
where we would be rapelling off of the cliff. The hike up to 
Bee Rock was great because I had a glorious conversation 
with one of the counselors and some friends. When we got 

up to Bee Rock our leader, Maddlin, told the group the rules 
and her expectations. To rappel we had to do exactly what she 
told us to do so no one would get hurt from disobeying the 
rules. We were told to stay in a box/square lined with trees. 
The gear needed to rappel was a pair of gloves, a harness, 
ropes, a helmet, and having fun. 
  The first full morning and the second morning I did not get to 
go rappelling because there were only a certain amount that 
could go. I did get to go the second afternoon, but waiting for 
my turn was nerve wracking because sitting and watching 
all my friends trust fall off a cliff was scary to see. The perk 
of sitting in the heat with no water was I got to have more 
glorious conversations with more of my friends. One by one 
they disappeared down the cliff until I was the only one left. 
I was already suited up and already to rappel.
  The ropes leader gave me more rules that I must follow. I 
could not touch the “eight ring” because it would be very hot 
with the ropes running through it. When I was finally standing 
at the edge of the cliff I was supposed to rappel down, the 
counselor that was to belay me was very encouraging. She 
told me it was time to lean into a trust fall position, which I 
did. After that she told me to walk my feet down.  When I did, 
I slipped and fell and my glove got caught under the ropes. I 
was hanging off the cliff and was even more fearful now. The 
counselor then told me that I could walk my feet back up, but 
I had already started to do so. When my feet were back to 
where they were supposed to be and my glove was free, she 
told me that I could finish rappelling. So I started to zip down 
the cliff, but when I looked back and saw the view I decided 
to stop and look.  c
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It benefIts you!

Produced by

money in community
more local taxes pave roads

schools supported

you keep money in 
your local economy

Celebrate the 
uniqueness of your 
community with 
hometown ownership

Make this 
community a 

destination with 
original businesses

small 
businesses 

employ 
over 50 

percent of 
our nation’s 
workforce

Local businesses 
rent/buy commercial 

locations keeping 
buildings from 

being vacant and 
unattractive 

Hometown entrepreneurs 
are the main donors to 
multitudes of charitable  

events/causes (remember 
where silent auction 
items and donated 

services come from)



SearcyLiving.com    77

Hometown Entrepreneurs.

We love to tell their stories!

At
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the camp Is nestled In a valley 
in the midst of the Ozark mountains. 

Mid-afternoon on Monday there came a real 
“gully-washer.” Rain came down in buckets. 
Thunder boomed loudly through the valley 

and the lightning was way too close for comfort. We all 
retreated to the safety of our cabins, sat on our porches and 
watched nature’s fireworks. After about an hour the storm 
passed and everyone sloshed to the mess hall. Following the 
meal we all gathered down at the foot of the mountain path 
and waited for the verdict. Did the storm make our planned 
climb to the bluffs impossible, or could we go in spite of the 
deluge? 

It was my call. So while everyone else was eating dinner, I 
crossed the swinging bridge and climbed the mountain as fast 
as I could to make sure that it was safe enough for 70 musicians 
to make the climb. In spite of some slippery, semi-hazardous 
places, it seemed possible... so I said, “Let’s do it.” And there 
was joy in Mudville.

We all crossed the 50 foot swinging wood and cable bridge 
that spanned the swollen creek below. Then after about 30 
minutes of climbing, grunting, sweating, slipping, helping 
one another and grabbing anything that was solid, we found 
ourselves exhausted, sitting on the bluffs that overlooked the 
rolling hills which created the beautiful valley. 

As the unimaginably huge orange sun was making its way 
through the clouds just above the far away hills, we sang songs 
of praise to the God of the storm... to the God who somehow 
finds a way to love us in spite of our arrogance. As the amazing 
masterpiece of magentas, purples, blues and grays unfolded 
before us and the sun said its final farewell to the day, we lifted 
our eyes to the hills and saw a soft, white mist rise from the 
valley below... and we sang. 

There are no words to describe such moments. This was an 
experience that reverberated through every fiber of my being. 
Such times invariably give me pause, and through reflection bring 
me to my knees. An afternoon storm... intimidating thunder... 
dangerous lightning... torrential rain... physical exhaustion... 
rest on the mountaintop... cool merciful breezes... more beauty 
than the mind can grasp... more wonder than the heart can hold... 
and the singing... 

All of these things are lessons for life. They are thoughts that 
can bring perspective. They are not just what happened, they are 
what is happening every day... to someone. You might be in the 
storm right now. Please believe. In a little while... maybe after 
you are totally exhausted... maybe after you feel you can’t climb 
any higher... wherever you are... it will come... your very own 
mountaintop experience. 

Till then keep climbing... just a little while longer… you’ll get 
there.  c

e x p e r I e n c e
By chuck hicks

a mountain
top

“till then keep climbing... 
just a little while longer… 

you’ll get there.”
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This article is written anonymously, to be able to share 
helpful processes of searching for lost family, while 
protecting the privacy of others.

M y Mother was adopted in 1933, within 
three weeks of her birth. My grandparents were 
wonderful people who loved her unconditionally. 

My grandmother prayed for a child for ten years.  Mom has 
never felt “incomplete,” or “an outsider” in her family.  She 
was an only child and well provided for. But even though there 
was never a need to complete her identity, or an emotional 
need to find her biological mother, there still remained a 
mystery of her beginnings. At 85, she was curious about her 
biological parents.  It was an issue I believe she left with God, 
to be revealed if He so provided the information. Below is an 
account of how that information 
was found.  

First of all, my grandfather gave 
my mother the paperwork on her 
adoption when she was grown and 
married, so we knew the name of the 
biological mother.  This was probably 
back in the 1980s, no Ancestry.com 
yet.  We just did not know where 
or how to look for a needle in a 
haystack.  And here’s something else 
to consider, did her birth mother use 
her real name? Chances are she was 
very young in 1933 and would have married, changing her name.  
I had no knowledge of her married name, so I was looking for a 
woman who had a certain name in 1933.  It would have helped if 
it had been an unusual name; it is not.

Fast forward to 2018, I had started a family tree on Ancestry.com 
for my father’s family. I’m seeing those ads for DNA testing. On 
sale, even.  I purchased a test and received results of 1400 cousins. 
Basically, they show you relatives as far out as 8th cousins.  I’m 

looking at all these names, very few of which I recognize.  The 
DNA genetic results were as I suspected, I am a mix of Europeans.

Mom decided to do the DNA test.  Mom’s results showed a 
second cousin with a family tree on Ancestry.com that listed all 4 
sets of great grandparents.  I printed this out and gave it to Mom 
saying, “One of these four couples is your great grandparents.” 
None of these names matched the name we had for her mother. This 
cousin must be from the father’s side of the DNA? I contacted this 
second cousin #1, with the tree, through Ancestry, and they never 
did respond. But I looked through that cousin’s tree and created 
my own tree on an Excel spreadsheet. I added all the members 
of each family that I could, so all the siblings, aunts, uncles were 
there.  Next I examined each name for age, looking for a male that 
could have fathered a child in 1933. One male got my attention; 
let’s call him John James.

Something I must say about doing DNA testing.  Seriously, be 
prepared, as you do not know what you will find. We have had 

one unexpected relative show up in 
test results. I want to make a point 
here: you should respect other people 
when it comes to dealing with DNA 
results. Some people take these tests 
just to know their racial makeup, 
they are not looking for genealogy 
information or family. My personal 
rule is: if I contact someone once, 
with no response back, I leave them 
alone.

The next opportunity for more 
information came from the State of Arkansas.  In recent years, 
Arkansas has been allowing adoptees to get their original birth 
certificates.  When you are adopted, the state issues a new birth 
certificate showing the adopting parents and the child’s new name.  
The original birth certificate is going to show the birth mother, 
her date of birth, location of her birth, and hopefully, the same 
information on the father.  Armed with a name, birthdate and county, 
you can do some serious searching. Acquiring this certificate will 

solving an 85-year Mystery

Anonymous

Finding 
Biological 

Grandparents

“It was an issue I believe she left 
with God, to be revealed if He so 

provided the information.”

5
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cost about $100.  It is also the law that birthparents have the option 
to request and obtain redaction of their information.  We filled out 
the form and mailed it off with a check.  More information, as well 
as redaction forms to update an adoption file, may be found online 
at www.healthy.arkansas.gov or by calling 1-800-462-0599.

I sent messages to the next two second cousins on Mom’s 
Ancestry DNA match list.  Second cousin #2 told me that judging 
by shared matches in her cousin list, she and Mom were shared 
matches with second cousin #3 and he had a huge family tree on 
Ancestry.com. By the way, second cousin #2 found out her father 

was not a biological relative to her. (Remember what I said about 
being prepared for what you will find when you do a DNA test). I 
contacted second cousin #3 by message, which turned into several 
phone calls.  Second cousin #3 has been very helpful, and had 
already done extensive research on their family bloodline.

It looked like Mom and second cousins #2 and #3 all shared 
the same great grandparents. Now I could focus my search online 
based on DNA results.  Just days before I spoke with second cousin 
#3 on the phone, we received the original birth certificate from the 
State of Arkansas. A name listed on the original birth certificate 
matched the last name of the great grandparents, so I started my 
search there. 

Usually we research family by going back one generation at 
a time. With this search I started with great grandparents and 
researched forward.  One of their children would be Mom’s 
biological grandparent. I started a new family tree on Ancestry.
com with myself and mom, placeholders for Mom’s mother and 
grandmother, then put in the great grandparents. Ancestry started 
giving me those little green leaves for the great grandparents. I 
followed those leaves, finding census reports with info on this 
family, filled in all the children and grandchildren and discovered 
their story. Low and behold, a grandchild of this couple matched 
the name of the birth mother stated on Mom’s adoption forms and 
the original birth certificate.  To confirm, we ordered the death 
certificate of this woman from the State of Arkansas. You can go 
to any county health department office in Arkansas and order a 
birth or death certificate, if you have a name and a date.  Keep in 
mind, at this time they are digitizing birth certificates from 1924, 
so if you need one older than that, you must wait a while longer 
as the state continues to computerize this information.   On the 
death certificate, there was listed as her mother, the daughter of the 
great grandparents we had connected to by DNA. Eureka, I found 
my biological grandmother, after 85-years, mystery solved.  This 
woman passed away many years ago.  She is buried in a nearby 
county.

After this monumental find Mom made a comment, “I guess I 
will never know about my father.”  Hmm, I had not even thought 

in that direction yet.  I went back and looked at the original birth 
certificate, where the father is stated. The first and middle name 
matched the John James I had found on that first cousin’s tree 
showing all four great grandparents.  Too close a coincidence.  I 
believe that is the name of Mom’s biological father. 

Until 2019, Mom knew nothing about her genetics or genealogy 
background.  We have since traced some of her ancestors back to 
the 1300s.  We have found she is related to a host of early American 
Colonial Governors, multiple Lords and Ladies, and a long list of 
Kings, all of these from five different European countries.  In pure 
Arkansas farm girl style, Mom’s response to this information is, “It 
does not change who I am.”

I don’t believe we would have found the identity of my biological 
grandmother without the DNA results. To recap, the components 
contributing to our successful search: 1) Adoption records, 2) 
original birth certificate from Arkansas, 3) an Ancestry.com DNA 
test, and 4) help from DNA connected cousins.

I believe that if you learn about researching documents on 
Ancestry.com by creating your own family tree, you connect 
with helpful cousins on Ancestry.com by a DNA test, and you 
can obtain your original birth certificate, it is possible to find your 
birth mother, if she has not filed to redact this information.  I hope 
this article is helpful to adoptees.  I also hope it can be reassuring 
to those women who have given up children for adoption, in 
that you are not always judged, but thanked for your sacrifice of 
considering the needs of your child over your own. I’ve watched 
enough “Long Lost Family” episodes to know that handing over 
that child is usually heart wrenching.

While I have written this article anonymously, if you have any 
questions about my process, you can email me at findingfamily@
att.net.

Imagine that day when Mom, at age 85, was able to place flowers 
on the grave of the woman who gave birth to her. We, as a family, 
are thankful she gave birth to Mom and did the best thing for her, 
giving her up so she was placed into the hands of my wonderful 
grandparents.  c

“we, as a family, are thankful she gave birth to Mom...”

Stock Photo

“In pure Arkansas farm girl style, 
Mom’s response to this information is, 

‘It does not change who I am.’”
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“My Searcy Living 
ads always get our 

store feedback 
and results unlike 
any other form of 

advertising  
we use!”

~Jay Moore
Homer’s Ace 

Hardware

“The success of 
our preliminary 

advertising 
commitment with 

Searcy Living 
led us to become 

consistent clients.”

~Jeremy Ford
Integrity Pool 

Services

“My first ad in 
Searcy Living 

brought me  
ten new clients 
within weeks.”

~Lindsey Edwards
Southern Roots 

Salon

Success with
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We would like 
to thank  

all the 
advertisers 
and readers 
that make 

this magazine 
possible!

We are 
hometown 
owned and 
hometown 

proud!

yo u r  h o m e t o w n  m aga z i n e

“Shianna’s Cleaning has 
been advertising with 

Searcy Living for many 
years. It has brought many 
long term customers. We 

always know when the 
edition comes out because 
the phone starts ringing. 
My daughter Cesilee put 

her number in the last issue 
as the manager and her 

exact words were, ‘MOM, 
my phone keeps ringing.’ 
The greatest advertising 

for us is the Searcy Living 
Christmas Catalog. We 

receive 100’s of coupons 
each year to the point that 
we bring in holiday help. 

The coupons keep coming 
in through our expiration 
date on our coupon which 
is May. If you are wanting 
to grow your business we 
would recommend Searcy 
Living and especially the 

Christmas edition.  We love 
the hardworking staff and 

all Searcy Living stands 
for.”

~ Shianna Cowell
Shianna’s Cleaning



Thank You!
* The Imagine and Believe Foster 
Care and Adoption Boutique 
is simply a room in the Searcy 
Living business office that we have 
dedicated for use in helping foster 
& adoptive families, and sometimes 
emergency situations. Our awesome 
Searcy Living readers bring in 
donations, enabling foster parents 
to be able to ‘shop’ for what 
they need for foster, adopted and 
disadvantaged children, at no cost. 
Our office is located at 812 S. Main 
Street in Searcy.  We welcome 
gently used or new items. Thank 
you, Searcy, for your generosity 
and time spent to support the Foster 
Care Boutique!

Imagine a world where every 
child has a safe loving home.

Believe it can happen!

Foster Care 

& Adoption 

Boutique?

What Is The

L O C AT e d  I N
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H O P E Believe

More Information Coming Soon!
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thAnK you to All
Volunteers & Donors!
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thAnK you 
to

Volunteers 
& Donors!
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Find yourself on

Dr. robert 
e. elliott 

FounDation

Shine a light 
benefit
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 W e recentlY marked the Second Annual Guns ‘N’ 
Hoses event at Searcy Athletic Club. Members of the 
Searcy Police and Fire Departments and the White 
County Sheriff’s Department competed in strength and 

fitness contests on behalf of three local charity organizations: 
Jacob’s Place Homeless Mission, Special Olympics Arkansas, 
and the Child Safety Center of White County.

Jacob’s Place Homeless Mission provides temporary housing 
for homeless families with children in White County. The mission 
empowers the homeless by providing financial, spiritual, emotional, 
and job counseling, along with shelter. Special Olympics Arkansas 
provides year-round sports training and athletic competitions in 
a variety of Olympic-type sports for all children and adults with 
intellectual disabilities, giving them continued opportunities to 
develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy, and 
participate in a sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship with their 
families, other Special Olympics athletes, and the community.  
The Child Safety Center of White County is a child-focused, 
multi-disciplinary response to child abuse, established to prevent 
the re-victimization of sexually abused children by the system’s 
response to their cases.

The Guns ‘N’ Hoses contests included timed planks, bench 
press, a timed cardiovascular obstacle course through Yancey Park, 
and classic tug of war. Attendees participated in an old fashioned 
cake walk and tried their luck dunking several members of law 
enforcement and the fire department in a dunking booth. Children 
bounced in a bouncy house, ate cotton candy and popcorn, had 
their faces painted like animals, and explored the Fire Safety 
House brought by the SFD.

While the event was free to the community to attend, money was 
raised for the charity organizations with the help of local business 
sponsors who donated funds and raffle items to make Guns ‘N’ 
Hoses a success. A full list of business sponsors is as follows:

HealthWorks at Unity Health
First Community Bank

Haymond Insurance
Sonic Drive-In

Whole Hog
Joyful Baking Company

North Star eMS
Adventure Kids dental

Orr Nissan
Young’s Tire

Sunrise Honda
england Motorsports

West Race Baptist Church
Sign Gypsies
Wolford Auto

Razorback Auto

Lincoln Lawn & Garden
dacus Rental

Leland’s Lures
Aesthetic Solutions

Amanda Taylor
Amanda Miller

Harmony esthetics
Life Source Therapy

Rock Salon
Room For Massage

Yaya Salon & Boutique
Leslie Jewelers

Mr. Postman expresso
Bull Creek Blinds

BY amanda diSmang
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The competition was a close one, with impressive shows of 
strength and fitness from first responders in all departments, but 
the Searcy Fire Department came through with the win, for the 
second year in a row. The traveling trophy has another year on 
display at the Searcy Fire Department, and all proceeds from Guns 
‘N’ Hoses were divided equally among the charity organizations.

To be present at a Guns ‘N’ Hoses Event is to see our first 
responders come together, our local businesses come together, 
and our community come together, for organizations which make 
a difference. Guns ‘N’ Hoses is strength and fitness contests, 
food, and fun, but it is so much more. It is volunteers, families, 
and friends sacrificing time from their busy schedules to support 
worthy causes, law enforcement and firemen setting an example 
of servant leadership, and camaraderie that can only come from 
community. It is a reminder of how blessed we are, and what a 
blessing we can be to others, when we come together as one. We 
at Searcy Athletic Club are thankful to be a part of the Guns ‘N’ 
Hoses Event, and we are encouraged by all who participated.

To contribute individually to the local charity organizations 
represented at the Guns ‘N’ Hoses Event, please use this contact 
information:

Jacob’s place Shelter mission
501-380-8283

Special olympics arkansas
800-380-3071

child Safety center of white county
501-268-4748  c

“To be present at a guns ‘n’ hoses 
event is to see our firSt reSponderS 
come together, our local BUSineSSeS 
come together, and our commUnitY 

come together, for organizations which 
make a difference.”



Whether it be in the heat of the day, or darkness of night,
Our men and women in uniform are called and ready to fight,

The men and women of courage who face the enemy when it is near.
God, we pray, protect our troops who wear the boots on the ground in a foreign land.

May they feel the touch of your nail scarred hand.

AWAy from friends And fAmily how lonely it must be;
But prepared to go, they have to be, to fight for peace for you and me.

They do their job in a foreign land to bring peace on earth to every boy and girl, woman and man.  
God bless those who wear boots on the ground in the foreign land.

mAy they feel your presence around them as in battle they take a stand.
We ask for grace for our men and women of war, as they fight with bodies very tired and sore.

We ask for love and grace to see them through, no matter what others choose to do.
Give them rest as they sleep, while in their heart is a need to weep.

We Are so thAnkful for the soldiers who wear boots on the ground in a foreign land.
They are what makes America strong and brave, and show honor, too.

They are the best we have and do what no other can do.
As they anxiously wait to go home and see their family and friends, too,

They are reminded of so much more to do.  You are one of a kind, and we say:

God heArs our prAyer for you todAy.
God protect the troops wearing the boots on the ground in a foreign land, rocks, mud, or sand.

And God bless the U.S.A.

b o o t s  o n  t h e  G r o u n d
In a Foreign Land 

By Billy W. Butler
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Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook, Cartwheels In The Kitchen, 
is available at Midnight Oil Coffee House, as well as through 

Tanya by e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.  
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the Makonde Team 

mission work in Tanzania, Africa.

Back Porch Pork Loin (Made in a  
slow cooker)

The reason I call ThIs Back Porch Pork Loin is because when I use my slow 
cooker I plug it in and usually let it work overnight out in the sunroom (or “back porch”) so 
it doesn’t have an ugly fight with the air conditioner.  After all, in the warmer months I’m trying 
to cool my house off, so I’ll use every trick I have to avoid bringing heat into the situation.  Once 
cooler weather gets here I guess you can just call this Slow Cooker Pork Loin, because we can all 
use our corded appliances to help warm up the house.  This can be served over rice, mashed potatoes, 
noodles of any kind, or as a main dish accompanied with your choice of vegetables.  It’s a great 
comfort food dish.

2 1/2 lb  pork loin (not tenderloin)

1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/4 tsp powdered ginger
1/8 tsp dried thyme
2 c good chicken stock (with no msg)
2 tbsp fresh lemon juice
1/4 tsp black pepper

3 tbsp cornstarch

rub
Combine salt, garlic powder, ginger and thyme and rub on all 
surfaces of the pork loin.  Place loin in slow cooker.

cook
Combine chicken stock and lemon juice and pour in slow cooker 
alongside the pork loin.; cook on LOW for 8-10 hours or HIGH 
for 4-5 hours.

Gravy
Just before serving dip out 2 cups of cooking juices and add them 
to the 3 Tbsp of cornstarch in a small saucepan and heat to a gentle 
boil while whisking, just until thick.

serve
Remove from heat and after transferring pork loin to a serving 
platter, pour gravy over the meat.  Enjoy!
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finD the answers

The more you have 
of iT, The less you 
see. WhaT is iT?

i am a five leTTer 
Word under you. 
remove The firsT 

leTTer and i am aBove 
you. remove The 

seCond as Well and i 
am around you.  

Who am i?

AcROss
2. When we are in a position to give 
back, we often also receive a _______ 
far greater than we could imagine.
4. Ronnie explained that it’s words of 
_______ that helped him press on and 
experience joy.
7. A country that cannot feed itself is 
truly in an _______ situation.

DOwn
1. Great _______ Pipes are the proper name 
of bagpipes.
3. Melissa explains that once someone is 
given the CPAP, they get their _______ 
back.
5. One of Sierra’s life lessons was that it is 
_______ to show emotions.
6. Martha advises “Curlies” to not use 
_______ cloth towels on wet hair.
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Show your support for life and help raise money 
at the same time! Purchase an official Choose Life 

Arkansas License Plate for the rear of your car. You 
can obtain one through direct purchase from the 

Department of Finance and Administration. 
Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the 

BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!

Keep your head up. God gives His 
hardest battles to His strongest 

soldiers.



98    Your Hometown Magazine



SearcyLiving.com    99



100    Your Hometown Magazine


