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The Journey I Did Not Want To Take
very year we make a pilgrimage to visit family and vacation in
Michigan. Each year I look forward to connecting with family, as well as
having a little Michigan beach time and building amazing memories.
But this year I also learned a lot of unexpected lessons and had a few changed
plans; not just on vacation, but changes for my whole life.

E

We were four hours into the trip when we pulled into a town in Missouri for a quick trip to the
store and a break when there was a horrible snap, a thump and I could suddenly barely move the
steering wheel. I pulled into a parking space and immediately called my mechanic in Searcy. I
tried to stay calm, but I can’t say I did a very good job of that. He assured me it was probably
a belt and suggested I pull to the back of Walmart to see what their garage said about the
nearest local mechanic. They told me to go to Plaza Tire, which was only about two blocks down
the road. After calling ahead to make sure they could help, I headed that way. Unfortunately,
when they looked at it they found it was not just a snapped belt. In addition, something else had
completely fallen out and they had to order a part.
.
One of my top worst travel fears had happened. I was broke down, alone with kids, and had no
idea what to do. I was also a little frustrated that God would allow this to happen. Why could we
not just have the perfect trip and make all the fun little stops along the way, making the journey
fun, too? Like the year we stopped at Potato Creek State Park and rented bikes for $5 and then
rode them on miles of beautiful winding trails through the woods. Or the time we picnicked under
the giant cross in Effingham. Was it too much to want the perfect week we looked forward to all
year? And, now, not only did we have lost time and money, but I had no clue how we were going
to even get to a hotel for the night. I was pretty sure there were no rental car places in a town so
small.
Thankfully the manager told me he had ordered the part, which would be in first thing in the
morning, and we should be ready by 11 am the next day, at the latest. Although it was mostly
good news, I still had no clue how to navigate the rest. Then the manager offered to loan us his
personal truck so that we could drive to a hotel. I was floored. We were total strangers and he was
just going to loan us his truck. He explained that he would hope someone would do that for his
family if they were in our situation. The crew then helped us transfer our luggage into the truck
and we made it to a hotel for the night. First thing in the morning they called to let us know we
were ready to go. It was such a blessing to find out that total strangers could be so kind.
We were back on the road when an hour later a rock hit the windshield, almost coming clean
through. But, an hour after that we saw three rainbows within an hour’s time... a little reminder
that God promised to be with us. However, the broken windshield wasn’t all. When we were
ready to stop for the night, every hotel in that town was booked. In fact, it was that way in the next
three towns and we did not find a place to stay until 10 pm that night. Yet, the hotel we did find
was in Peru, Indiana and it had a fun, unique circus theme. The hotel staff explained to us that the
town was famous for their circus. Another fun part of the journey after another disappointment.
Although I was exhausted and maybe a little grouchy, we did finally arrive and it was so
good to see my mom again. We had become especially close in the past five years and I looked
forward to our visits. Every year she spent two months visiting me, and every summer I spent a
week there. The week went well visiting my mom, friends and spending time at the beach with
the kids. We picked a ton of blueberries at a local farm. My mom played the piano at her church
and we enjoyed connecting with her church family, as always. I also always looked forward to
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visiting with my childhood best friend who was so close to our family she
called my mom “Mom.” And, we spent a day with The Daily Citizen’s
former publisher David Damerow, his wife Ally, and two of their children.
They had relocated to Indiana and were only an hour away from where we
were. We met at a Dune Buggy tour about 20 miles away from where I was
staying, went back to my mom’s town and went to the beach, ending the
day with a cookout. Even with the disappointments I mentioned earlier, we had a great vacation
in many ways.
And that is where this story was going to end. I was going to stop here and tell you about the
kindness of strangers, the connection of family and friends and the lessons I learned along the
way. But life has a way of changing our plans, and my whole world was about to be rocked.
Four days after returning home I received the news that my mom had passed away. I have
experienced loss in my life like everyone else, but this grief was different than anything I have
ever experienced. I cannot remember another loss that left me feeling so alone in the world. She
was truly my best friend.
I was so grateful that my church family was there in a big way. I came home from work the day
before returning to go back to Michigan for the funeral to find a group of ladies from my church
standing in my driveway waiting to pray with my family before we left. They blessed us with a
snack basket for the trip and cried with us for our loss. I also received text messages from people
that told me they were praying, and those messages usually came at the times I needed them the
most. I hope you all know how appreciated you are...
So many things happened that were miraculous. My sister visited with Mom the week before
we arrived, so we both were able to see her shortly before she passed into Heaven. My birthday
was the day after the funeral, but she had given me a birthday card early while we were there on
vacation. While she was playing for her church the Sunday we were there, something told me to
snap a picture of her playing; I didn’t know why at the time, but I knew I wanted to remember
that moment, and I listened. She had also given me an early birthday card for one of my children,
as her birthday was a couple of weeks after mine. And, my sister found a card ready to mail for
another one of my children’s birthdays. After the funeral, a man who attended church with her
took us to the land behind the church and showed us the apple tree orchard he had planted on
the church property using seeds of apples she had given him. I had no idea. The church called it
Sharon’s Orchard.
I am grateful for those miracles, but I wish they were not needed. I wish I still had my mom. I
don’t know exactly why I was meant to share this with you, but when I know I am supposed to
do something I just do it, and the why doesn’t always matter.
I have always had great empathy for others grieving a loss, but no one - including myself wants to experience it so personally. So many times over the past 19 years you have walked with
me on so many different journeys. This is one though that I was just not ready for and did not
want... but thank you once again for living life with me.
And as always, thank you for reading Searcy Living.

Sharon’s
Orchard
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Over the Counter
Harding University College of Pharmacy

Use of Naloxone for Opioid Overdose
By Christy Skinner, Pharm.D. Candidate 2019;
Lana Gettman, Pharm.D.; Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS

O

pioids are a class of medications used to
reduce pain. There has been a continual increase in
the use of opioids for treating patients with chronic pain.
With the rise in opioid use, there has also been an increase
in opioid overdose.The risk for an overdose increases if
opioids are combined with other substances such as alcohol
or medications for sleep and anxiety (benzodiazepines).
The risk of opioid overdose is also higher for people with
medical conditions such as HIV, lung disease, liver disease,
or depression. Symptoms of an opioid overdose include:
confusion, small pupils, slowed breathing, bluish skin, or
loss of consciousness. Overdose with opioid medications
may lead to death. Sadly, in 2016 there were 401 deaths from
opioid overdose in Arkansas.
In 2017, Arkansas Act 284 authorized licensed pharmacists
in Arkansas to order, dispense, and administer naloxone.
Naloxone is a medication used to reverse the effects of
opioid overdose and restore a normal breathing pattern
while the patient is taken to the hospital for continued care.
As of June 2018, naloxone use has saved the lives of 102
Arkansans from opioid overdose. Naloxone products can be
purchased at a pharmacy with or without a prescription and
it may be covered by insurance at little to no cost. It may
be dispensed to a patient, family member, or a friend who is
able or trained to assist an individual experiencing an opioid
overdose. Naloxone can be administered as a nasal spray
or as an injection. It can be repeated after 2 to 3 minutes if
the person does not respond to the first dose or if symptoms
return. The package insert provides instructions on how to
administer the medication.
Naloxone has precautions and warnings to consider.
Sudden reversal of opioids with naloxone can cause
symptoms of withdrawal such as: nausea, vomiting, diarrhea,
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fever, sweating, body aches, irritability, shivering, anxiety,
combativeness, or an increase in pain. Caution should be
taken when naloxone is used in patients with a history of
heart disease or seizures due to changes in blood pressure,
heart rate, or seizure activity. Also, naloxone should not be
administered to someone who is allergic to it. Naloxone will
have no effect if the breathing problems are the result of other
medical conditions or from substances other than opioids.
Medical care should be sought whenever naloxone is given.
The opioid reversal effects by naloxone are temporary, lasting
approximately 30 minutes. Naloxone use is for emergency
situations only. It is beneficial to have it on hand in case
of overdose. However, naloxone availability should not be
a reason to take higher amounts of prescribed opioids. For
more information, speak with your local pharmacist.

SearcyLiving.com 15

Art class

N

edra Reeves, a resident at The Crossing at
Riverside Health and Rehabilitation in Searcy,
prepares the background for a painting during an art class
at the center. Residents at The Crossing at Riverside
enjoy a variety of activities designed with varying interests
in mind.
The Crossing at Riverside Health and Rehabilitation is located
at 2500 East Moore Avenue in Searcy and offers long-term care,
short-term rehabilitation, hospice care and respite care. For more
information on the services offered, please call Glenna Copen or
Kelly Adcock at 501-268-2324.
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Unity Health

23 Annual A Day of Caring
rd

A

s part of its mission to help create a healthy
community, Unity Health hosted the 23rd annual A
Day of Caring on Saturday, July 27, from 9 a.m. to noon at
the Harding University Ganus Activities Complex.
What started as a grassroots effort to provide those
in need with shots and
immunizations for children,
has grown to offer much
more for our community.
A Day of Caring is a
community-wide outreach
program,
designed
to
help the uninsured and
underinsured
residents
of White County. Free
medical, dental and eye
screenings were provided; additional services offered
included haircuts, pharmacy services and pap exams. Items such
as school supplies, Bibles, children’s socks and shoes, underwear,
diapers, groceries and personal care
items were also distributed. Various
health screenings and social service
information were available. Please
note that children must be present to
receive school supplies, shoes, socks,
underwear and diapers.
At a separate location, free
immunizations were given at the White
County Health Department located at
112 Brantley Rd. in Searcy. A parent or
guardian was required to be present in
order for children and teens to receive
immunizations. The White County
Health Department was open for this
special occasion to better serve the
community with a wider variety of
immunizations.
Partnerships between Unity Health
and community businesses and
organizations, along with physicians,
physician residents, nurses, Unity
Health associates and volunteers, are
vital to the success of this outreach
program.
“At Unity Health, we look forward
to A Day of Caring each year, and
strive to serve as many people as
possible through this outreach,” Unity
Health Marketing Director Brooke Pryor said. “It is incredible
to see our community unite for this important cause. We are
so thankful to the hundreds of volunteers, organizations and
businesses who contribute to this medical mission and help us
create a healthy community.”
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Unity Health welcomes
individuals, clubs, churches
and organizations to be
involved through collecting
personal care items. Nonperishable food items
to stock the A Day of
Caring Food Bank are also
appreciated, as well as new
children’s tennis shoes.
Donations
for
school
supplies can include: crayons, erasers, blunt-end scissors, glue
sticks, No. 2 pencils, loose leaf paper, spiral notebooks, pocket
folders with brads and markers.
Other ways to get involved include volunteering at the event.
Children accompanying volunteers must be 12 years or older.
Volunteers may not participate to receive services at A Day of
Caring. For more information about the event, please contact
Unity Health Marketing at (501) 278-3230 or via email at
marketing@unity-health.org.
About Unity Health –
White County Medical Center
As the leading healthcare provider in
an eight-county area, Unity Health and its
associates strive to improve the quality of health
and well-being for the communities it serves
through compassionate care. Unity Health is the
largest employer in an eight-county area with
more than 2,300 associates. The Searcy facility
has a combined total of 438 licensed beds and a
medical staff of 150 physicians that specialize in
various areas of healthcare.
In addition to the White County Medical
Center and Specialty Care Campuses, Unity
Health in Searcy includes Unity Health – Clarity
Health and Wellness, Unity Health – Family
Practice Associates, Unity Health – After Hours
Clinic, Unity Health – Orthopaedic and Spine
Center, Unity Health – Searcy Medical Center
and Unity Health – Searcy Medical Center,
West, Unity Health – Westside Family Medical
Clinic, Unity Health Cardiology Clinic and
Unity Health Oncology Clinic.
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Interns for Rick Crawford

in Washington, D.C.

H

arding Students Brandon McCabe, Drew Landis, Maddox
Burgess and Arkansas State student Drew Roberson interned
this summer with Arkansas’ U. S. Representative Rick Crawford in
Washington, D.C. Each intern applied and was selected.
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CrossPointe
Wins First Place

I

wanted to take a few minutes to congratulate our
2018-19 Journalism staff. Our Dare to Be yearbook
for 2018-19 took first place at the NAUMS/UMSI
conference I attended in Fort Worth, Texas recently.
Well done students and thank you Mrs. Wilson for
leading the students through the journalism process to
create an excellent book.
I praise the Lord for the CrossPointe community that
we are blessed to be a part of! Thank you for choosing
CrossPointe!
Joyously serving,

Tammy Dawson
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Quilt of Honor Presented

B

ill Roussel (WWII and Korean War Veteran) of Searcy was
honored with a Quilt of Honor Thursday, June 27th by representatives
of the Quilts of Valor Foundation. He was surrounded by his family as
the presentation was made by Polly Reynolds (Heber Springs) and Suzi
Johnson (Quitman). Quilts presented by the foundation are made with
pride and labeled by the originating quilter, in this case, Diane Allgood
(Batesville). All quilts are created to honor veterans with “something from
the heart.”
Begun in 2003 by Catherine Roberts of Delaware whose son was deployed
to Iraq, the organization was a result of a dream. Catherine dreamt of seeing a
soldier bent over in total despair. The next scene showed the same soldier draped
in a quilt. His persona had changed from despair to one of hope and well being.
The quilt was equated with the gift of hope.
There are specific requirements for the Quilts of Valor. First of all, there are
size specifications as it is preferred that the recipient be able to wrap him/herself
in the quilt during the presentation. Volunteers sew the quilts and volunteers
travel to present them. A short presentation explaining the origin and purpose of
the quilts adds to the special atmosphere of the occasion. We thank you for your
“service, sacrifice and valor in serving our nation” are words spoken to honor
the veteran.
“To cover service members and veterans touched by war with comfort
and healing Quilts of Valor” is the mission statement of the Quilts of Valor
Foundation. It was certainly a special occasion for Bill Roussel and family. They
are very thankful for this special gift and the efforts of QVF to honor veterans
of this country.
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Floyd Extension Homemakers
Floyd Extension Homemakers sewing lunch
bibs for the Sunshine School in Searcy.
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Congratulations to
Darlene Piker!

“ Be strong and courageous.”
Joshua 1:9
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Pioneer Village
Open House

T

he Pioneer Village, 1200 Higginson Street in
Searcy, will be hosting their Fall Fest open house
on November 2nd and November 3rd. All of the historic
buildings will be open along with craft demonstrations,
music, and dancing from several groups. There will be
magicians, dutch oven cooking demonstrations, vendors,
and so much more... Saturday hours are 10:00 to 4:00.
Sunday hours are noon to 4:00. Admission is free but
donations are accepted. All donations are used for the
care and maintenance of the Village. Pioneer Village is
a non profit 501(C) (3) organization. A part of the White
County Historical Society.
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Thanks for Reading

“With the new day comes new
strength and new thoughts.”

~ Eleanor Roosevelt
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Kensett & Riverview High School Classmates Lunch
Kensett:
Wendell Mobley - 1973, Robert Floyd - 1977

Riverview:
Daphne Decker - 1999

Riverview:
Jennifer Craig Parks - 2000, Martha Kellems
Booten - 1999

Kensett:
Tommy Prestidge - 1976, Van Mobley - 1973

Kensett:
Pat Goodwin - 1973, Brenda Belford - 1975,
Rose Whitney - 1976, Machell Baker - 1976,
Richard Baker - 1976

Front:
Robbie Floyd Burch - 1976

“Friendship is a special gift, generously given, happily accepted,
and deeply appreciated ! ”
~Unknown
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 David Carroll with Unity Health administration and the Materials Management department.

Unity Health Associate of the Quarter – David Carroll

U

nity Health associates selected David Carroll as the
Associate of the Quarter for the third quarter of 2019.
Carroll is a Supply Clerk in Materials Management on the
Unity Health – White County Medical Center campus.
His son, Ty, worked as a tech in the Emergency Department
and Carroll was drawn to working at the same facility. He has
been with Unity Health for four years now, where he delivers
supplies throughout the hospital.
“I love the people I work with across the hospital and the
opportunity to see the difference they make in the lives of those
in the community,” Carroll said.
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Carroll’s supervisor, David Wilson, Materials Management
Director, describes Carroll as a humbled servant with a funloving approach to life.
“David goes out of his way to help others,” Wilson said. “He
loves his job. He is an asset to have on the materials team and
this recognition is well deserved.”
Attributes of the Associate of the Quarter include high values,
a positive attitude and sense of professionalism. Carroll reflects
the core values of the hospital; integrity, teamwork, compassion,
excellence, stewardship, innovation and a heart of service.

$89.00$149.00
per night!

Branson

2 Bedroom
2 Bath
3 Beds

Vacation Rental
Plan Your Next Getaway!
Great Colorful Decor at this Branson Fall Creek 2BDR, 2Bath
Condo. Conveniently located near Lake Taneycomo, Table Rock
Lake and the excitement of the Branson strip. Loft design keeps the
feel open and the fully equipped kitchen gives you the opportunity
to eat in and enjoy home cooking and the savings of not eating out
every meal. Next time you are headed for Branson, go to the link
below to view seasonal rates and for booking.

Reservations:
Homeaway:
7131715

VRBO:
7131715ha
AirBNB:
26412736
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Local Restaurant Owner Named National Recipe Contest Winner
Owner of Daisy’s Lunchbox Named a Neighborhood to Nation™ Recipe Winner
Photos by Taylor Howard Photography

N

amed for the loyal dog that ushered her son through childhood cancer
treatments with loving attention and adoration, Daisy’s Lunchbox is a longtime dream-come-true for owner and chef Suzanne Raiford. With a cinnamon roll on
every plate, Daisy’s Lunchbox is a destination diner, a meeting place and a home away
from home for many.
While people drive from all over Arkansas for the legendary cinnamon rolls, Raiford’s standout
Strawberry Almond Shortcake Roll is the perfect mashup of jelly roll and strawberry shortcake.
The roll is made with a thin cake made using Gold MedalTM SuperMoistTM White Cake Mix, sweet
and creamy filling and strawberries. This showstopping dessert is nostalgic and fresh all at once –
and it’s already a hit among regulars.
One of two South Central winners in the Neighborhood to Nation Recipe Contest, Raiford was
inspired to enter by her Sysco representative, Marvin Loyd, and “one of Sysco’s dieticians also
encouraged me to enter after she had a piece of my cake,” she adds.
In addition to other scrumptious dessert items such as pies, cupcakes and cookies, Daisy’s
Lunchbox also features homemade rolls, buns and bread plus two hot lunch specials per day,
made-to-order salads, gourmet burgers and one-of-a-kind sandwiches. Raiford shares that “it
brings me so much happiness to cook for people.”
“We are a meeting place for people to come together to renew friendships, meet family and new
friends. We love our customers and treat them like family,” says Raiford. “We have been known to
open the back door on any given day and pass out free cinnamon rolls and cookies.”
Daisy’s Lunchbox is also a haven for artists: Artists of all stripes come together monthly to paint
murals in the paved alley outside the restaurant’s back door, complete with live music, twinkling
lights and great food. What was once a dirt alley is now a destination.
To support local shops that benefit the homeless, foster children and “fur babies,” Raiford seeks
out mismatched serving plates and bowls from thrift stores to decorate the café like a home – even
the guest bathroom gets compliments!
As a Regional Recipe Winner in the Neighborhood to Nation contest, Raiford will receive
$5,000 as well as $1,000 to share with a local nonprofit. She has chosen the Imagine and Believe
Foundation.
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Taylor Howard Photography

Address: 311 N. Spruce, Searcy, Arkansas
Find Daisy’s Lunchbox Cafe and Bakery
on Facebook
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Photos by Jeff Montgomery: Left to right — Dr. W. Richard Counts, Associate Vice Chancellor of Academics at
ASU-Beebe; Dr. Jason Goodner, Chief Academic Officer at ASU-Beebe; Dr. Bruce McLarty, President at Harding
University; and Dr. Marty Spears, Provost and Chief Academic Officer at Harding University.

Harding University & ASU-Beebe sign agreement to expand collaboration

H

arding University and ASU-Beebe signed a
memorandum of understanding on Aug. 9 at Harding
University, expanding academic offerings for students of
both schools and across White County. The signing of the
MOU formalizes and expands the existing cooperation
between the two schools and streamlines the enrollment
and course transfer process for students between the two
universities.
“The MOU is a big step towards a vision that has been
developing among leaders at both institutions for more than a
year now to bless our community by working together in a larger
way. We want to provide more members of the community
with options to raise their level of educational attainment in
ways that are appropriate for their goals and ability,” said Dr.
Marty Spears, provost and chief academic officer. “Working
together, Harding and ASU-Beebe can partner with industry and
leadership in the community to understand the workforce needs
and provide a wider range of academic and technical offerings
to strengthen the workforce.”
The MOU, effective fall 2019, will expand educational access
for ASU-Beebe students by providing pathways for students
who are enrolled in a two-year program to transfer seamlessly to
a four-year program at Harding. New 2+2 affiliation agreements
are already being developed under the MOU to connect existing
programs of study, and the institutions are discussing adding
new programs made feasible through their combined resources.
The agreement will also benefit students participating in existing
programs such as Harding’s ROTC program offered under
ASU-Beebe’s A-State Red Wolf Battalion, as well as those
concurrently enrolled at ASU-Beebe and Harding. Students will
have more options and courses to meet their schedule needs or
degree requirements, and in time will have a seamless billing
and articulation process. Concurrently enrolled students can
take advantage of amenities and activities on both campuses,
further enriching their educational experiences.
“Providing our graduates with multiple pathways to
further their education is such an important part of what
we do as a comprehensive community college,” said ASU-
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Beebe Chancellor Jennifer Methvin. “Through this expanded
partnership with Harding University, ASU-Beebe graduates
gain some very valuable options for seamless transfer into
baccalaureate programs. When neighboring institutions of
higher education like ASU-Beebe and Harding work together to
better serve our communities, everybody wins.”
About Arkansas State University-Beebe

Arkansas State University-Beebe is an operationally separate,
two-year institution of the Arkansas State University System. With
campuses located in Beebe, Heber Springs, Searcy, Little Rock
Air Force Base, and online. ASU-Beebe offers associate degrees,
certificates, and non-credit training for business and industry.
About Harding University

Harding University is a private Christian, liberal arts university
located in Searcy, Arkansas. Accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission, it is the largest private university in the state.
Harding’s student body represents all 50 states and 54 nations and
territories. The University offers more than 100 undergraduate
majors; graduate and professional degrees at the master’s, specialist
and doctoral levels; as well as numerous study abroad opportunities
including locations in Australia, Chile, England, France, Greece,
Italy and Zambia. For more information, visit www.harding.edu.
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 Susan Neaville (Vice President of Allocations, United
Way Board of Directors), Brandon & Kari Fox (owners
of Burrito Day) and Kristen Richardson (President of
United Way of White County Board of Directors)

 Anne Eldridge (Executive Director, United Way of
White County), Jennifer Muckelberg & Julie Roberts
(owners of Bulldog Restaurant) and Kristen Richardson
(President of United Way of White County Board of
Directors)

United Way Gold Award

U

nited Way of White County Board of Directors
presented Brandon and Kari Fox, owners of Burrito
Day, and Jennifer Muckelberg and Julie Roberts, owners
of Bulldog Restaurant, with the United Way “Gold Award”
on Tuesday, August 6th. Both Restaurants selected a day
during the month of July of which they donated part of their
proceeds to United Way of White County. The United Way
“Gold Award” recognizes individuals and businesses who
demonstrate an outstanding commitment to service in our
community.
Burrito Day serves baja-style burritos, tacos, quesadillas,
chips, salsas, and guacamole made fresh daily. Customers can
select ingredients for a build your own experience for both
breakfast and lunch. Burrito Day has been open for just short
of 4 years and is located in downtown Searcy at 110 E Center
Avenue.
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Bulldog Restaurant serves homemade specials and
desserts daily and is located on AR Highway 367 in Bald Knob.
They are open 7 days a week and serve a wide variety of food
and desserts with quick, friendly service. The owners, who are
sisters, Julie and Jennifer, consider each customer family and
strive to make patrons feel at home during their visit.
United Way of White County is a non-profit agency that
focuses on health, education, and financial stability. United
Way funds partner agencies in White County including; CASA,
Child Safety Center, Special Olympics, White County Aging,
White County Domestic Violence Prevention & Rape Crisis
(which operates Hope Cottage), Boy Scouts of America, Girl
Scouts Diamonds, Literacy Council of White County, Sunshine
School, White County 4-H Foundation, White County Single
Parent Scholarship Fund, American Red Cross, Jacob’s Place,
Newhope Specialized Industries, and White County Group
Homes.

“Unexpected kindness is the
most powerful, least costly,
and most underrated agent
of human change.”
~ Bob Kerrey
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going above & beyond
W

By Jennifer Webb

Mike, now a state renowned veteran in municipal and utility
moved to Searcy in the 1970s, he probably didn’t equipment, manages and oversees that side of the company,
realize the impact that he would eventually have now located on Queensway. He (mostly) leaves the tractors and
on the town. He approached Kubota in 1991 and asked if they farm equipment side of the business in Mickey’s capable hands.
would be willing to open up a Kubota dealership in Searcy. Mickey is quick to point out that both he and his dad are still active
in parts of both businesses. The Henard companies are still familyHenard Utility Products was born.
It was just a small store on Wisconsin Street with two employees owned and operated by the same steadfast family that’s dedicated
working right alongside each other, Mike and his wife, Judy. to customer service and prides itself on honesty and integrity.
Mike and Judy still work every day, as do Mickey and his wife,
They quickly outgrew that location after a few years, moving to
a location on Booth Road, close to Cousins Furniture. Over the Alicia. Mickey is continuing the family tradition of raising his kids
next 8-10 years, they expanded by adding Stihl chainsaws, Honda in the family business. His 6-year-old son, Kellan, works most
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to noon. You might find him sweeping,
Generators, mowers, weedeaters, and other equipment.
That was the most visible part of the business. However, mopping, sitting on tractors or talking to customers. His 9-yearwhat people didn’t see was that Mike Henard also specialized old daughter, Lynley, loves coming to Henard Foothills Equipment
as well. She dreams of being in TV
in municipal equipment such as
commercials for the company. If
water meters and water purification
that’s not enough Henards for you,
systems. That part of the business
then you can also seek out Mike’s
has since expanded further to
“The Henard companies are still
grandson, Isaac Hollman.
include street sweepers, large brush
So what can you expect from
trucks, wood chippers, machines
family-owned and operated by
Henard
Foothills
Equipment?
that clean sewer pipes, underground
the same steadfast family that’s
They carry a massive inventory of
pipe TV systems, and more.
Kubota tractors and mowers, Stihl
In 2000, Henard purchased the
dedicated to customer service and
chainsaws and handheld equipment,
building at its current location at
prides itself on
Honda power equipment, Vermeer
1920 South Main Street, thinking
hay equipment, and Land Pride
that there was no way his business
honesty and integrity. ”
attachments, among many other
could outgrow what seemed like
lines. In the utility business, they
such a large building and lot. To
are mainly known for Badger water
Mike and Judy, it was not just a
meters, Bandit brush chippers, and
business, but a family business.
Their son, Mickey, recounts starting to work at Henard Utility Vac-Con combo trucks, among many others. They believe that
when he was 10, though he didn’t earn a paycheck until he was 16. people buy hardware, not pictures on paper. When you go there,
This year, in 2019, Henard once again found himself bursting you are visiting one of the best stocked dealerships in the state.
at the seams. The tractor business has grown exponentially. Once That means that you can go home with equipment the same day
again, he purchased another location, this time at 1010 Queensway you purchase it.
I asked Mickey what makes Henard stand out among dealerships
Street. Mike and Mickey decided to separate the municipal side of
the business from the well-known tractor business. The municipal and his response was two-fold. First, he was quick to brag on his
equipment business retains the name, Henard Utility Products, team of excellent staff. They have very few staff turnovers. Among
while the tractor and farm company business is now called Henard them are people that have been farming for 20-30 years. They know
their business as well as the equipment. The Henards say that it’s
Foothills Equipment.

hen Mike Henard, a traveling salesman,
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“They will go above and beyond to
take care of their customers with acts
of kindness that go far beyond their
business obligations.”

more than a business to them, it’s family. The Henard family
also believes in and prides itself on doing whatever it takes to
take care of its customers. They understand what it is like to
work and to struggle, as well as how vital it is that the equipment
functions the way it’s supposed to function.
Mickey told me that earlier in the week, one of his employees
took his personal tractor to a customer’s field and helped him
to bale hay before rain moved in. Had they not done that, the
farmer stood to lose thousands of dollars in ruined hay. That’s
the Henard difference - they will go above and beyond to take
care of their customers with acts of kindness that go far beyond
their business obligations.
Henard takes care of those that take care of others - those salt
of the earth people that raise hay, cattle, and other crops, as well
as those that work on our city services, providing vital goods
and services that we often take for granted. A good name is
something that’s not given; it’s earned. The Henard family has
been earning that good name for the past 28 years and plans to
continue doing so for many more years to come.

“When you go there, you are visiting one of
the best stocked dealerships in the state. That
means that you can go home with equipment
the same day you purchase it.”
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 Vitale, left, serves as
president and Birk, right,
as chairman for Matt Birk
& Company, LLC.

By Cecelia Wilson
hen Paul Vitale was an 8th grader in Russellville, a gentleman came to speak to the students
at his junior high school. For whatever reason, the speaker made quite an impression on the young Arkansan.
“At that point I went to my parents and said, ‘This is something that I really want to do as a profession.’” Vitale
confesses, “I had no idea what that meant; I had no idea what public speaking was. But I knew that he had impacted
me, and I thought if he could impact me, then I felt like that was a worthy calling [for me] to hopefully impact others.”
Committed to the idea of becoming a public speaker at an early
age, that drive stayed with him as the years progressed. During
his junior year in high school, the Guidance Counselor asked Paul
about his future. He had three plans. The first, he shared with
her, was working within the NFL. After all, the diehard Pittsburgh
Steelers fan (his family originally hails from Pennsylvania) had
seen athletes as great influencers in society. Perhaps, he reasoned,
being affiliated with an athlete or some sports club would be a
great inroad to positively impacting the general population of
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young people. With a laugh at that daunting career path, his
Counselor asked about his Plan B. With the same enthusiasm, Paul
announced he wanted to be a speaker. Unsure exactly what that
meant, she ventured on to ask about a possible Plan C. “Well, if all
else fails,” Vitale told her, “I have a great lawn business, so I can
always mow lawns for a living!”
Despite her confusion on his non-standard responses about
life after education, Paul Vitale stayed on track with his dreams
of being a motivator and difference-maker. He went on to attend

the University of Central Arkansas and in 1995 obtained degrees
in Mass Communications and Journalism. After an internship at
Cranford Johnson Robinson Woods during college, he accepted a
position there after graduation and gained experience in advertising,
public relations, and marketing for the next five years. Vitale went
on to become the Director of Sales and Marketing for the Hot
Springs Convention and Visitors Bureau. While at Hot Springs,
he spoke frequently, extolling the virtues of Hot Springs and all the
while gaining more confidence and expertise in public speaking.
After writing his first book, Paul decided to take a leap of faith.
Not yet married, he knew if he was ever going to open his own
Firm, the time had come and Vital Communications was born.
Paul went on to be a graduate of the Leadership Greater Little Rock
Class XIII, was named one of the 40 Under 40 leaders by Arkansas
Business, and has been an active volunteer for Big Brothers Big
Sisters, Make-A-Wish Foundation, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation,
and Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

“Your attitude and your
common courtesy and your
smile do make a difference,
more now than ever.”
Four books later, the author/speaker met NFL All Pro/Super
Bowl Champ Matt Birk. Their common interests eventually led
to a new partnership under the flagship of the newly-established
national speaking and communications company, Matt Birk and
Company, LLC. Vitale serves as president and Birk as chairman
over the company with offices in Little Rock; St. Paul, Minnesota;
Naples, Florida; and Biloxi, Mississippi. Their client list includes
such luminaries as the NFL, United States Postal Service, Walmart,
Tyson Foods, ESPN, St. Louis Cardinals, Minnesota Vikings,
Baltimore Ravens, Disneyland, Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism, Mary Kay Cosmetics, Coca-Cola, True-Value, 3M, Delta
Dental, Southwest Airlines, Dillard Department Stores, Oaklawn
Gaming and Racing, U.S. Cellular, and U.S. Pizza Restaurants. It’s
fair to say the pair have been able to achieve an elevated level of
success throughout the country for their themselves, their clients,
and their staff.
Though motivation and inspiration are part of the Firm’s focus,
the companies that call on their combined expertise are looking for
assistance in making cultural changes, bridging the generational
gap among their staffs, and need proven methods to help with
teamwork, leadership, sales, and customer service. Speaking,
as it turns out, is just the “fun part.” The entire process is much
more involved. Doing due diligence to understand a company’s
goals and objectives is necessary to formulate a proposal. Once
a company hires the Firm, Vitale or Birk will work on keynote
presentations or handouts for special events, internal training for
half-day or all-day onsite sessions, as well as guidance in leadership
and communication skills for the benefit of the client and staff.
Afterward, there may be follow-up, more training and additional
tools provided to enhance the progress already made.
Paul Vitale loves the job that he began contemplating when he
was in junior high school. “Every day is unique; every group is
always different,” he admits. There is a certain level of satisfaction
in knowing something he or Matt Birk have said sparked enthusiasm
or drive in one individual or in one group of people whether they
are within the confines of Arkansas, Minnesota, or on either coast.
And though the travel can be grueling these days for the husband

 Paul Vitale and Matt Birk’s common interests eventually led
to a new partnership under the flagship of the newly-established
national speaking and communications company, Matt Birk and
Company, LLC.
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“Every day is unique; every group is always different.”
and father, it has been a rewarding profession that saw Paul’s love of football and speaking
paired in the most unlikely way to become a dream career.
When Paul first graduated from college, he began to write letters to NFL teams asking
for an opportunity for a job, to speak, to do something/anything. After numerous rejections
over the course of several years, a gentleman in the front office of the Minnesota Vikings
answered Paul’s letter. A group of 30 students had won the “Gridiron Greats Challenge” and
would be traveling to Minnesota. “This event is in December,” the man told Vitale. “It’s
going to be cold. I’m not going to pay you; I’m not going to pay your way. But, if you want
to come up here and speak for ten minutes, come on.” Paul Vitale jumped at the chance.
It turned out Minnesota Vikings player Matt Birk was at the event accepting a community
relations award for his work in the state. After hearing Vitale speak, Birk approached him,
impressed, and said, “We should have a conversation.” A decade later, the two men are in
business together all because of a chance meeting.
It is a lesson he wants all young people to know. “It might take decades, it might take a lot
of letters, (or these days it might take text messages or Snapchat),” Vitale says. “But if you
really are passionate about something, [don’t forget that] you never know who is in the back
of the room. You never know who is coming through the drive-through at McDonald’s.
Your attitude and your common courtesy and your smile do make a difference more now
than ever.” You never know when opportunity knocks, so be ready.
 The companies that call on their
combined expertise are looking for
making cultural changes, bridging
the generational gap, and need
help with teamwork, leadership,
sales, and customer service.
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For more information for your company’s needs:
Matt Birk and Company
Paul Vitale, President and Matt Birk, Chairman
Contact: 501-626-2630 Website: Mattbirkandcompany.com

“It might take decades,
it might take a lot
of letters, (or these
days it might take text
messages or Snapchat),
but if you really are
passionate about
something, [don’t forget
that] you never know
who is in the back of
the room.”
~ Paul Vitale
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“You never know when opportunity knocks,

so be ready.”

 Matt Birk is a 15-year veteran
of the National Football League
and Super Bowl champion.

 Committed to the idea of becoming a public speaker at an
early age, that drive stayed with Paul as the years progressed.
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By
hen I was a left-handed fireballer
W
in college something tragic happened. I was
a starting pitcher. That simply meant I began

Chuck Hicks

since and played a little softball... but my dreams for the bigtime
were over... all in the time it took to throw one fastball... sixty feet
six inches.
I am telling you this story because you need to know about this.
the game and hopefully pitched well enough
to complete the game. When I didn’t pitch... I You need to know that everything can change faster than it takes
a baseball to travel from the pitcher’s mound to homeplate. I was
watched... from the bench.
One cold day in March we had a game to play, in spite of the 40 going to be a professional baseball player. I had known it since
degree temperature and a howling wind. I had pitched a couple of high school. Everyone knew. The scouts had already been sniffing
around. I had the tools and I had the
days earlier, so I was looking forward
dream.
to wearing my nice warm jacket and
But dreams can change... in an instant.
watching the game. Unfortunately, our
And what’s left is either despair...
starting pitcher got in trouble in the
or another dream. Yeah... sure... I
second inning and the coach yelled for
wandered around in a disbelieving fog
me to go warm up.
for some time... I got second opinions
I went to the bullpen and had thrown
about my arm and shoulder... I didn’t
maybe 3 balls when I heard the pitching
believe it could be over. But it was...
coach say, “You’re in.” The problem,
over. So, I decided there must be some
of course, is that I wasn’t ready. The
other purpose for my life.
physics of throwing a ball 90 mph
There’s a small box on the shelf in my
involves loosening every part of the
closet. It’s full of old yellow newspaper
anatomy up slowly to be able to stand
“We all have had a dream
clippings and pictures... of my baseball
the jarring effect of whipping the arm
life... a collection of memories of another
and shoulder in harmony with one
snatched away at one time or another.
place and time... headlines from my
another at such a high velocity.
The good thing is that there are plenty
other life. I don’t get that box down and
I slowly walked to the mound. I would
of dreams to go around...”
look in it very often... just occasionally.
be the hero. The bases were loaded and
I must confess... my heart sometimes
there was nobody out. I looked at their
still aches for what might have been. It
knock-kneed number seven hitter and
knew I could mow him down easy enough. So, I took the ball has to... because the dream was real... so the disappointment is also
from the coach and stood on the hill. I went into my motion, the real. It has to be.
Maybe you have a similar
usual wind up, weight on the back leg, pushing off with all of my
story. Probably. We all have had
strength, arm cocked and ready to fire.
What happened next changed my life... forever... at least it feels a dream snatched away at one
like it did. I put every ounce of my strength into that pitch. But time or another. The good thing
something went dreadfully wrong... the ball went at a high speed is that there are plenty of dreams
toward the catcher... and simultaneously my arm made this noise... to go around... as soon as we get
like a gun shot... “pop!!” I cannot describe the pain. Everyone in over the ones that are taken away.
the ballpark was quiet... everything was in slow motion... as I fell I’m living another dream today...
probably the right dream... and I
to the ground in agony.
I have never seriously pitched another baseball game. My career find great peace in the way things
ended with that one pitch. Oh, I have played a few pick-up games have turned out. And, honestly,
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I understand that the dream that I am living today could never
have begun until that other dream died... completely.
Every once in a while I get this pain in my left shoulder and
my mind goes back to a time when coach said, “You’re in.” ...and
I’m walking to the mound... the fans are cheering... the bases are
loaded... there’s nobody out... and there before me is that skinny,
knock-kneed number seven hitter... standing between me and...
my destiny.

“And, honestly, I understand that the dream
that I am living today could never have begun
until that other dream died... completely.”
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Financial Focus:

How Does Social Security
F i t I n to Yo u r

Retirement Income Strategy

?

It might not be on your calendar, but Aug. 14 is Social Security Day. Since it was enacted
on Aug. 14, 1935, Social Security has provided some financial support for millions of Americans during their
retirement years. While Social Security benefits, by themselves, probably aren’t enough to enable you to retire
comfortably, they can be a key part of your overall retirement income strategy – if you use them wisely.

To help you make decisions about Social Security,
you will need to answer these questions:
 When should I start taking my benefits? You can
take Social Security once you reach 62, but if you wait until
your full retirement age, which will probably be between 66
and 67, you’ll get much bigger monthly checks, and if you
wait until 70, you’ll get the biggest possible payments. Before
deciding when to begin receiving your benefits, you’ll need to
weigh a few factors, including your estimated longevity and
your other sources of income.
 How should I consider potential spousal
benefits? If you are married, or if you’re divorced but were
married for at least 10 years, you could receive up to half
of your spouse’s full retirement benefit (offset by your own
benefit, and reduced if you claim early). If you outlive your
spouse, you could claim survivor benefits, which can provide
either your own benefits or 100% of your deceased spouse’s,
whichever is larger. Consequently, the higher-earning spouse
might want to postpone taking benefits for as long as possible
to maximize the survivor benefit.
 How much can I earn without reducing my
Social Security benefits? If you are younger than your
full retirement age and you are receiving Social Security, the
Social Security Administration will withhold $1 from your
benefits for each $2 you earn over a certain threshold (which, in
2019, is $17,640). For the year you reach your full retirement
age, your benefits could be withheld by $1 for every $3 you
earn over $46,920. But once you reach your full retirement
age, you can earn as much as you want without your benefits
being withheld, although your benefits could still be taxed,
depending on your income.
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 How much of my pre-retirement income will
Social Security replace? Generally speaking, you
should expect Social Security to replace slightly more than a
third of your pre-retirement income. However, the higher your
income during your working years, the lower the replacement
value of Social Security will be.
 What other sources of retirement income
should I develop? Contribute as much as you can afford
to your IRA and your 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored
retirement plan. You may want to consult with a financial
professional, who can look at your entire retirement income
picture and recommend moves to help you achieve the lifestyle
you’ve envisioned for your later years.
Keep in mind that your decisions about Social Security filing
strategies should always be based on your specific needs and health
considerations. For more information, visit the Social Security
Administration website at socialsecurity.gov.
One final word: You may have concerns about the stability
of Social Security. While no one can predict the future, many
potential solutions exist to put the program on more solid footing.
Consequently, try to focus on the actions you can control.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. This information is believed
to be reliable, but investors should rely on information from the
Social Security Administration before making a decision on when
to take Social Security benefits. It is general information and not
meant to cover all scenarios. Your situation may be different, so be
sure to discuss this with the Social Security Administration prior
to taking benefits.
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Few Empty
Seats Available
H H H H H

By Cecelia Wilson

I

n March, the Charlie Daniels Band took the stage
in Little Rock ahead of the country band, Alabama.
Thirty-nine years before, I watched CDB (the band was
only eight years into their musical run back then) when they
played Mid-South Coliseum in Memphis. Apparently, someone
forgot to tell Charlie about the passage of time. Rarely does an
opening act command the audience quite the way this 82-yearyoung Southern rocker did this Spring. From the moment he
stepped onto the stage, ticketholders were in their seats, ready
to sing along, and eager to pay homage to the “Simple Man.”
Charlie didn’t disappoint. He sang with conviction, picked
his guitar with gusto, and, of course, fiddled furiously. If that
wasn’t enough, Charlie even did a little dancing in front of the
amps!
The current tour began the first of March and will continue
through the end of 2019. The previous twelve months was just as
busy for the band and when they ended the year in early December,
Charlie took time off to undergo a cardiac ablation. As he does
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with everything else in life, Charlie took it all in stride. “My health
is good, my health is really good,” the fiddler proclaimed. Several
years ago, he had a pacemaker installed, but despite a healthy
heart, “rouge electrical things” prompted a suggestion from his
physicians.
At the end of his Colorado vacation in February, Charlie was
relaxing, looking at four feet of snow outside his window and
remembering his medical options. “Back in December, the doctors
told me, ‘You’re gonna need one of these [ablations]. You can
wait awhile if you want.’ I said, ‘No, let’s get it over with; let’s
do it.’” He encourages anyone contemplating the procedure not
to hesitate. After having the procedure and staying in the hospital
overnight for observation, he was instructed to avoid any heavy
lifting for one week. “It’s really not a bad experience…I didn’t
take one pain pill. No pain, just had to take it easy for a few days,”
he shared.
Many people in his position might be tempted to ride off into the
retirement sunset, but not Charlie. “I thrive off of havin’ somethin’

off of havin’ somethin’ to
occupy my mind and havin’ somethin’
to look forward to.”

Charlie Daniels
with Cecelia
Wilson

- charlie Daniels

to occupy my mind and havin’ somethin’ to look forward to.”
Seventeen years beyond the “standard” retirement age, Daniels has
no intentions of hanging up his cowboy hat. “I’m still workin’,
and I honestly think that if I did not have anythin’ to do but hit a
golf ball or run a fishin’ line or somethin’, I think I would just not
feel fulfilled at all. I’m still creative.” That is probably a huge
understatement. Music is still a large part of his life, but he is also
an author, sends out messages on Twitter every day, and exercises
regularly. As an employer to 25 people, the musician even relishes
that economic challenge: “It’s quite a responsibility, but it’s one
that I’m glad to shoulder and it keeps me goin’.” He also points
out that retiring anyone in any business arena (much less the music
industry) with decades of experience is foolhardy at best. Why
put that experience out to pasture? Why not use that knowledge to
mentor future generations in the business?
And Charlie certainly knows the music business. In fact, he
knew early on that playing music was all he wanted to do in life,
even though he swears he isn’t a natural musician. From the
minute he learned three chords and taught himself to play a whole
song, he was hooked: “I wanted to get on stage and sing and play
for people.” He worked a variety of jobs while he worked on his
dream and didn’t leave his last daytime job until he was 21, but a
decade later he followed his instincts.

There are no guarantees, but for the North Carolina Native, the
risks he took to make it to the top paid off handsomely and there
have been numerous highs. He acknowledges one of the greatest
honors of his life was being inducted into the Grand Ole Opry. He
has played the Opry often, but to have his name inscribed among
those he had listened to as a youngster, Ernest Tubb, Roy Acuff,
Bill Monroe, Hank Williams and others, was humbling. Another
career highlight was being named a member of the Country Music
Hall of Fame. “I had no designs on that whatsoever,” he admits.
“I didn’t know if I even fit the criteria because my career’s been
all over the place. We’ve played on rock stations and country
stations. We have not had an exclusively country career. We’ve
always had records that would play on country radio, so I didn’t
know if I fit the criteria or not.” Obviously, he’s been embraced
by multiple genres.
The musical landscape has evolved repeatedly over the years, so
much so that sometimes there are fuzzy lines between country, pop,
and rock. Daniels freely admits he doesn’t follow radio closely
these days, but when he’s in the mood he’ll turn on a station that

“I moved to Nashville in 1967 with the clutch
out on my car and a $20 bill in my pocket.”
“I moved to Nashville in 1967 with the clutch out on my car and
a $20 bill in my pocket,” he remembers. Thankfully, a friend in
Music City named Bob Johnson loaned him money and, thinking
back on that aid, Charlie still admits, “If there’s anybody in the
music business I owe, it’s him.” Asked often what the secret is
to success, Daniels’ response is the same — there is no magic
and everyone’s path is different. “You’ve gotta follow that star
wherever it goes to, wherever it leads...that’s what I did. There’s
no formula. There’s no yellow brick road…you gotta make
a decision…are you gonna get your feet out from underneath
momma’s table or are you gonna stay there? If you want to stay
there, that’s fine. Play the Holiday Inn lounge on the weekends,
that’s good. Nothin’ wrong with that. But, if you want to go for
it, go for it…”
“And as you go up, success is pyramid-shaped. There’s plenty
of room at the bottom. The closer to the top you get, the more
you’ve got to beat the competition. Am I willin’ to go against the
competition? Am I as good as they are? Well, oh, yeah, I’m as
good as they are! I’m better than they are! I’m going to get this
done! If you’ve got that attitude, then go do it! If you don’t, then
stay home. That’s been my life. You’ve got to make decisions.
You’re gonna do it or you’re not gonna do it.”
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“... As you go up,
success is pyramid-shaped.
There’s plenty of room at the bottom.”

“

a large part of his life,
but he is also an author, sends out messages
on Twitter every day, and exercises regularly.
As an employer to 25 people, the musician
even relishes that economic challenge...”
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plays Eric Clapton or Stevie Ray Vaughn or some other favorite.
He sees the changing artistry in music as cyclical, pointing out that
rockers will “rediscover” B.B. King and the blues or Clapton, Stevie
Ray or Kenny Wayne Shepherd. Likewise, the Nashville sound was
prominent and “then along comes Randy Travis and then a few
years later along comes Garth Brooks, along comes Clint Black.”
Artists begin to sound the same until that new (or would it be old?)
sound comes along and resets musical tastes. Charlie explains it
best: “You know, the thing about Nashville is, it’s like a fishin’
hole. If you’re sittin’ on one side of the creek and everybody else
is sittin’ on the other side and you start catchin’ fish and they
ain’t catchin’ nothin’, they’ll come around to your side.”
But Charlie Daniels is not totally absorbed with music. Several
years ago, his son dragged Charlie “kickin’ and screamin’” into the
world of technology. Reluctant at first to take his son’s suggestion to
get a computer, Charlie relented and soon realized having a computer
gave him a great song-writing tool and storage medium. He also
discovered the power of Twitter and being able to communicate
with fans all over the world. “I never take my social media stuff
onstage with me. It disgusts me to go to a concert and somebody’s
talkin’ about their politics.” But he does express his religious and
political opinions openly online and enjoys the interaction with
people. “I can touch a button on a machine and communicate with
everybody on this planet that’s got the same machine I have. I can
talk to people in Azerbaijan at the same time as people in Cleveland,
and that fascinated me ’cause I’ve spent my life communicatin’ with
people and to [now] be able to speak with somebody in some little
town in France or somewhere, it’s amazing.”
It is, therefore, a natural progression that the songwriter and
tweeter would also find an outlet communicating with the public as
an author. For years he wrote songs with stories, then a colleague
told him he should simply turn that process around — write stories
about songs. Peachtree Publishing first published a collection of his
stories, and twenty years later HarperCollins Publishing released his
book, “Never Look at the Empty Seats: A Memoir.” The following
year, “Let’s All Make the Day Count: The Everyday Wisdom of
Charlie Daniels” made it to bookshelves, and this Fall the musician/
author’s newly completed fiction novel will be available for readers.
His newest project is about a young boy growing up in the South
during the 1930s. “A Season of Innocence” has its roots in many of
Daniels’ own childhood experiences.
At the end of the day, there is one facet of this transplanted
Tennessean that drives him in everything he does. He related a

story of a big automaker who got in touch with him wanting
to do a commercial playing off his biggest hit, “The Devil
Went Down to Georgia.” “They sent me some stuff and
they offered me some good money to do it, and they sent me
a [suggested script] that was dark and some guy ended up
talkin’ about the Devil has arrived, and I said, ‘I’m not going
to do that. You can’t use my song for that.’ But, you know,
don’t flash your money in my face and think you’re gonna
buy part of me because it makes no difference how much
money you offer me. I told them this: ‘One of these days,
after all of this is over with, I’m gonna stand in front of God
and I’m gonna explain everythin’ to Him, and I am not gonna
explain to Him why I let somebody use my song like that.’
So, I forgot about it and they came back again and they kept
comin’ back. Anyway, we finally ended up doing somethin’
that was passable to me.” True to his stand, the auto ad used
his song, but they did it Charlie’s way.

“...If Jesus can’t go with me, I don’t
want to go.”
“I did an interview up in front of my church with my
preacher. I was fixin’ to do a book signing at the church and
we talked about my career and I said, ‘You know, if Jesus
can’t go with me, I don’t want to go.’ I don’t want to do your
television show, I don’t want to make your record, I don’t
want to do your interview. If I can’t say it in the name of
Jesus, if I can’t take Him with me, I don’t want to go. Don’t
even ask me to go because I’m not going to do it.”
As he said, everyone’s career path is different and Charlie’s
is one that has been long, winding, and successful, but done
his way with strong convictions as to what he was and was
not willing to sacrifice. It’s easy to know where Charlie
stands. He’s a religious, patriotic, talented author and
musician who has entertained audiences for generations, and
there appears to be no end in sight. He worked hard to learn
to play the guitar and the fiddle, strung it together to form a
song, and then he followed that dream from North Carolina,
Georgia, Tennessee and beyond until it became an awardwinning career worthy of induction into the Grand Ole Opry
and the Country Music Hall of Fame. He may encourage
other musicians to “never look at the empty seats” when they
entertain their fans, but from where I was sitting, it was a
struggle to find any empty seats at all.

“He’s a religious, patriotic,
talented author and musician
who has entertained audiences
for
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Joy
Cometh

In The Morning

By Brenda Wheeler

H

ow do you deal with the loss of your 18-year-old son? How do you go back to what
you consider “normal”? Well those are both good questions. I wondered that myself. Well, you
never go back to your old normal for sure, because there is a piece of your heart that is missing.
You have a family member missing. There is always a missing chair at the dinner table. So, let me tell
you how God brought a new “normal” for me and my family.

Our sweet friends named Jerry & Bridget were moving to it really didn’t matter because I had really been wanting to see
Florida and were trying to sell off some of their stuff. They the Ark. Plus, I already absolutely loved to ride, so the longer trip
had a Suzuki Boulevard motorcycle they were trying to sell. sounded exciting, too.
My husband wanted to buy the bike, but I was just a little hesitant.
Before we started this long trip my husband decided to trade in
I know they can be dangerous. But at this time in our lives we his Boulevard and get a 2014 Ultra Limited Harley. We decided
needed something kind of on the edge to help with all the grief & we loved riding enough to get something a little more comfortable
pain we were in the middle of. I thank God I gave in. Sometimes to ride since we spent so much time on the bike. Riding had given
God works in mysterious ways. This was one of them.
me such a freedom like I had never known except the freedom I
After we bought the motorcycle, we
received through Christ, of course.
started riding as soon as it got warm
So, we ended up going with this
enough. My sister Selena & her husband
group on this trip in October of 2016. It
Patrick Fouse rode a Harley, so we
was amazing, and I believe it was God
started going on a lot of fun rides with
ordained. Our deacon, Chip & his wife
them. One day we were riding and ended
Fonda Dupuy, who are two of our best
up at Froyo’s in Searcy. That day there
friends, went with us. It was like these
was also a small group there on some
people were truly sent by God in our
beautiful bikes. They were members
lives. We ended up joining the group’s
of the CMA, which is the Christian
Batesville chapter of the CMA’s, named
Motorcycle Association, a worldwide
the Death Valley Riders, two months
organization. We had never heard of this
after we got back from this trip. We also
organization, but we were interested.
met our other best friends through the
There was one man named Tim Fairchild
CMA’s, Keith & Louise Barley from
that we kept seeing everywhere when we
Bethesda. They have been there for us
were riding. It was kind of funny because “Riding had given me such a freedom each step of the way!!
like I had never known except the
we thought jokingly, “Is he following
The people of the CMA group
us?” He kept inviting us to go on a trip to
absolutely became like our second
freedom I received through Christ...”
see the Ark and the Creation Museum in
Family. We were coming up out of the
Kentucky. It would be a longer trip than
Valley of the Shadow of Death when life
we were used to, and I was not usually the kind of person who kept going after we lost our son Kyle. The sun kept rising and
would want to travel with a group of people I didn’t know, but setting even though we felt like our lives had stopped. You never
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think you are going to be one of those
parents who lose their child. Even the
name of this chapter meant so much to us.
Yea though we walk through the Valley of
the Shadow of Death we will fear no evil,
we will not fear the unknown of the future
ahead of us without our child, we will not
fear what the new normal without our child
will be. There are so many ways that I’ve
seen this verse and the name of this chapter
bring a whole new meaning in our lives. We
loved and trusted God completely, but when
you lose a child it’s one of the hardest things
to go through emotionally, physically and
spiritually, I believe.
It wasn’t too long after we joined the CMA’s that I got a chance
to ride my friend Rob Reschke’s Spyder motorcycle, and I was
“The sun kept rising and setting even though
we felt like our lives had stopped.”

instantly hooked!! I had to have one. So, in August of 2017 I got
my first Spyder, a 2012 RSS Spyder. I had it detailed “In Memory
of Kyle.” It was only 6 months later I ended up getting another
Spyder because I wanted a more
comfortable bike. I had never
ridden my own bike before, so I
didn’t know exactly what I wanted
or needed. Our good friend Keith
Barley took his truck and trailer
and drove us to Rockford, Illinois
to get my second Spyder, a 2015
F3 Spyder S. It has cruise control
and is very comfortable to drive.
We made him test drive it, ha-ha,
because it was about 2 degrees
outside on Feb. 1!! I was very grateful, because it was too cold
for me!!
I added the saddlebags, heated handgrips, floor boards, back
rest, windshield, and back storage box. I got that bike ready to
ride thanks to our good friends Rob & Lisa Reschke. They are
the ones who detailed both bikes out in memory of Kyle. Kyle
loved Batman, so everything we do in memory of Kyle is all about
Batman!! They also take very good care of my bike, as well, in the
maintenance department. I don’t know what I would do without
them!! They are such sweet loving and caring people!!
Our new “normal” became riding with the CMA’s, witnessing
to people and sharing Kyle’s story, and, of course, the story

“Kyle’s Journey to Victory” in
an earlier edition of the Searcy
Living Magazine. I felt like this
would keep his memory alive.
Don’t ever be afraid of bringing
up his name to me. As a mother
who lost her child, I want people
to share memories they have of
him because it keeps his memory
alive. I had the idea of taking the
magazine with me on all our trips
and sharing his story. I decided
to start making copies of it to
keep in my bike, so I could share
it with everyone I met. I started
taking pictures with the magazine
in different places. We went out
West on the bikes last summer
and took many pictures with the
magazine. We rode from Searcy
to Oklahoma through Colorado, Utah, New Mexico, Arizona &
Texas.
We took pics with the magazine at Estes Park, Pikes Peak, the
Continental Divide, the Royal Gorge - all in Colorado. We also
took pics with the magazine at Mount Zion National Park & Bryce
Cannon in Utah and at the 4 Corners (Arizona, Colorado, New
Mexico & Utah). We went a total of about 3,946 miles on that trip.
Then in October we took another trip to see Niagara Falls,
Canada on the bikes. We rode through Tennessee, Kentucky,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, Niagara Falls, West
Virginia & North Carolina. We took pics with the magazine at
Lake Erie, Niagara Falls on the Canadian side and at Tail of the
Dragon on the Tennessee and North Carolina line. We rode a total
of around 3,000 miles on that trip. I guess you can say that we
love to ride!!! Riding motorcycles has absolutely
brought so much joy in our lives. I guess
we could be referred to as “Bikers” now,
but at least we ride for the Son – Jesus!!!
There is nothing like riding, feeling the
wind in your face & listing to “Fear is a
Liar” by Zach Williams on the radio!! We
call it our Wind Therapy!! It is therapy to
us!!!
We are planning a trip next month to
trailer our bikes down to Florida and
park the trailer and ride our bikes all over
Florida. We also have a trip planned in May
to go to West Texas, and the first of June

“As a mother who lost her child, I want people
to share memories they have of him because it

keeps his memory alive.”
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“God’s grace is the only way we
made it through.”

Kyle Andrew AKA Batman

Scholarship Recipients

we have a trip planned to go to Yellowstone National Park. I
look forward to taking many more pics with the magazine and
sharing his story everywhere I go.
In Cherokee, North Carolina I was able to share Kyle’s
story with a lady who noticed my “Batman” bike and wanted
to know the story. So, I gave her a copy of the story and told
her, as well. She had lost her son to an illness and really had
a difficult time dealing with the loss. She told me she had a
nervous breakdown after she lost him. I understood her pain
and was able to witness to her and encourage her through
sharing my loss and the comfort & peace that God had given
me through my journey. She wanted pics with my bike and a
pic with me and the bike. It was a pretty cool experience, and
encouraging to me as well as her. We all gathered together
holding hands in a circle and my husband prayed for her and
her family. I know that God could have healed my son at any
given second. I also know it was God’s plan that it was Kyle’s
time. I don’t understand it, true, but I trust God in all things!!
The Scriptures say God’s thoughts and ways are higher than
ours, and I trust in His Word!! God did heal Kyle, just not in
the way I wanted. He gave him his Heavenly Healing not his
earthly healing. Like that song says, “When you don’t move
the mountains I’m needing you to move, when you don’t part
the waters I wish I could walk through, when you don’t give
the answers as I cry out to You - I will trust in you! The song
is, “I will Trust in You” by Lauren Daigle. This song has been
so powerful in my life. Christian Music has such healing
capabilities!! All you need to do is listen to the music and open
your heart and let God speak through the music and heal you
through it. I can’t imagine going through the loss of my child
and not have the comfort and Peace of God in my Life. God’s
grace is the only way we made it through.
Continued 

“I had the idea of taking
the magazine with me on
all our trips and

sharing his story.”
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“...We started
donating Christmas
presents to the
Oncology Unit at
Children’s and on
Kyle’s birthday we
donate presents
to celebrate his
birthday.”

I try

to bring a Positive out of a negative & I try
to bring joy out of sadness by sharing his story in a positive
way and by giving to the children in the Oncology Unit at
Arkansas Children’s Hospital in memory of Kyle. I learned to
really crochet & read a pattern when Kyle was diagnosed with
cancer. We had so much time there, and if you know me you know
I just can’t sit and do nothing. So, I learned to crochet, and I would
try to make things for the other kids that were admitted there. I was
also able to make double fleece blankets (by the Grace of God)
for so many kids during the time Kyle was still fighting, and even
afterwards. There was one little girl named Emma that I gave a
blanket to while she was in clinic. She just screamed out in joy
because whatever character was on the blanket was her favorite!!
It absolutely made Kyle’s day because he heard her all the way
down the hall!! Making others happy made him happy!! When
we lost Kyle, I felt such an urge to do something good that
would help keep Kyle’s memory alive. I wanted
to keep his legacy going. So, I decided I would
make things and give them to the children in the
Oncology unit.
My husband got me a sewing machine for
Christmas, and I had no idea how to even thread
it!! But after Tiffany Morgan came over and
helped me thread it several times, I finally got
that down. Then my friend Kay Leistra taught
me how to sew. I wanted to learn to sew because I
wanted to make things for the Oncology Unit. So,
God put the right people in my life & the ability to
do so, so that I could do just that!! God is Good!!
We now have a new way to celebrate Kyle’s
birthday & Christmas. We lost Kyle 3 days after
his 18th birthday on October 21st. So, we didn’t
do anything that Christmas, but the next Christmas we started
donating Christmas presents to the Oncology Unit at Children’s.

On Kyle’s birthday we donate presents to celebrate his birthday.
When you donate to the kids in the Oncology unit you have to have
26 of whatever you are donating. For the last 4 years, our church,
The Lighthouse Full Gospel Church in Judsonia, has donated the
material to make Batman stockings and the
money to fill them for the kids and I make
the stockings. I have made pillow cases,
Batman pillows, little animals, Jake and
Finn off Adventure Time (one of Kyle’s
favorite cartoons). For Kyle’s birthday the
last couple of years I have crotcheted shark
and mermaid cocoons and donated them to
the Oncology Unit. I make the sharks for
boys and the mermaids for a girls. They
save them so that when a child is admitted
on their birthday for chemo, they can receive
a special gift!! So, this makes me have joy
on a day that would normally make me sad. I don’t normally get
to know who they go to, but this last year I did get a pic of the
young man who received the shark on his birthday. His name
was Max Huesby. His birthday was October 10th and he turned
10! He had just got off of life support on his birthday & received
the crotched shark cocoon!! It just blessed my heart to know
he received the shark and a picture of himself with the shark!!!
Max is such an amazing young man. His Mom said they had
told her that Max wouldn’t make it through the week, and this
was the 4th time they had told her this. Good News! Max is still
here with those who love him!!
She had already made his
funeral
arrangements!!
Imagine having to be a
parent making your child’s
funeral arrangements.
One other way we have been
keeping Kyle’s memory alive is
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“This is God turning our Sadness into Joy...”

by donating his Tempur-Pedic Ergo bed to different children, when needed.
When they no longer have a need for it, we pick it back up and continue
donating it when needed. Kyle only slept in it one night. He had to sit up in the
recliner to breathe, so the bed was like brand new. The head and the foot of the
bed raises at the push of a button, and is now available to help other children.
The first little boy we donated it to was Jaxson Robertson. He was
diagnosed with hepatoblastoma (a rare childhood liver cancer) in December
of 2012 at the age of 3. He fought hard for 2 & ½ years!! He went to be with
Jesus in May of 2015 at the age of 5 years old, shortly before his 6th birthday.
He was such a precious sweet little boy with a big heart!
The second child we donated the bed to was Katie Cummings. She was
diagnosed with Osteosarcoma on January 10, 2016 that had metastasized to
her lungs. She was only 14. The cancer was also in her leg, but was surgically
removed on May 5, 2016. Just like our son, the cancer in her lungs never went
away, though. It started to grow, and she went to be with Jesus on November 17,
2016 just one month before her 15th birthday. She was a precious sweet girl!!
Sometimes this is the reality for pediatric cancer patients and their families.
The third child that we donated it to was Michael Cano. He was diagnosed
on March 23, 2016 with Medulloblastoma Stage 4 (a very aggressive type of
brain cancer) at the age of 9 years old. After fighting it for a little over a year
he was declared NED - No Evidence of Disease. He was cancer free!! Praise
God!! A true Miracle from God for sure. His mother, Lindsey Cano, told me
he has a lot of side effects from all the chemo & treatments, but they will work
through them. They are an amazing family with a strong will and dedication.
We took little Michael to the Memphis Zoo for his birthday last year. We have
grown close to some of the children & parents that we have met along this new
Journey and do everything we can to help them. The parents of the children
that we can keep up with are glad that I keep telling their stories and keep
sharing their journey. Some of the strongest kids you will ever meet are the
kids who fight cancer!! They are the true heroes!! They have strength like we
can’t even comprehend!!! Several of the kids I have met had faith that was
unshakeable!!! My son had that kind of faith. He was unshakable and so very
strong. He never doubted God’s plan, so, how can I? My husband and I are
going to keep pressing on and doing all we can do to help the oncology kids
and their families. We will continue to travel around the world on our bikes
sharing Kyle’s story and his Journey. This is our
New Normal!! This is God turning our Sadness into
Joy that cometh in the Morning!! If you stay faithful
to God no matter what you are going through, God
will bring you through it and you will find that Joy
that cometh in the Morning.

“If you stay faithful to God no matter
what you are going through, God will
bring you through it and you will
find that joy that cometh in the
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morning.”

“Some of the strongest kids you will ever
meet are the kids who fight cancer! They
are the true heroes! They have strength
like we can’t even comprehend!”
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More than
the roop’s Carpet story
By Jennifer Webb

R

yan Roop and his wife, Georgia, have includes moving furniture and taking up the old flooring, if so
owned Roop’s Carpet for the past 13 years. Ryan desired.
Roop’s also stands behind their product. All of his installation
has done everything when it comes to flooring and
carpet. He brings 37 years of experience to work for you when work comes with a 1-year warranty from Roop’s and a longer
manufacturer’s warranty that varies from product to product. If
you enter their store on Pleasure Street in Searcy.
Roop’s is not just carpet, as I first thought. In addition to carpet, you do have a problem, you have Roop’s on your side to help you
they also have a selection of hardwood, ceramic tile, vinyl, luxury deal with the manufacturer to get it fixed.
Roop’s focuses on residences and small commercial buildings.
vinyl tile, and laminate. They also
They have worked everywhere from
do showers and backsplashes. Ryan
apartments to the Country Club.
says, “If it goes in a house, we can
Recently, he put in new flooring for
pretty much do it.” When you
Whilma’s Filipino Restaurant as
walk into Roop’s Carpet, you can
part of the small business revolution
expect honest treatment with a
that Searcy recently won. He works
company that values its integrity.
with people from all walks of life.
The thing that sets Roop’s apart
One of the most rewarding
from big chain stores is the service.
parts of the business for Ryan and
They sell pretty much the same
Georgia are their repeat customers
merchandise as the big stores but
that keep coming back. You can’t
with a different name. When you hire
buy loyalty. You get that through
Roop’s you are also hiring Ryan’s 37
honesty, integrity, and excellent
years of flooring experience. He and
customer service.
his installers care about the quality
Most of their business comes
of the job they do and take pride in
“When you walk into Roop’s Carpet,
from word of mouth. One of the big
their work.
things at Roop’s is that they don’t
you can expect honest treatment with
So what does the buying
run sales. This sounded strange to
experience look like at Roop’s?
a company that values its integrity.”
me at first until Ryan explained his
The customer comes in and selects
reasoning. He wants to give every
what they want. Roop’s has quite
customer an honest price every day,
the showroom with many flooring
not just on certain days. There is no
samples. If you are not sure of what
you want, that’s ok, too. Lori, who is in the showroom most of the increasing the price so they can have a “sale” and then lower the
time, has a great eye for what colors go well together. She can inflated price to make a few customers feel good. He wants to give
everyone that buys from him an honest and fair price that is laid
help custom tailor the option that is right for you and your home.
Roop’s will go to the home, make the necessary measurements out without any tricks.
Ryan further explains that he answers to the Lord and he tries to
and calculations. They produce an itemized bid for the installation
service that the customer can either accept or reject. If accepted, live his Christian values every day, both in his business and in his
he orders the material and the installation is scheduled. Roop’s personal life. Part of that is not taking advantage of people and
can take care of everything with your flooring installation. This treating them the way that he would want to be treated.
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Ryan and Georgia’s life is much more than flooring. Georgia
worked at the store for the first 5 years, and still fills in from time
to time. Ryan told me, “When you put God first in your life
everything else will fall into place.”
They have one son, Shawn Roop who is married to Sarah.
They have one grandson, Shay, who just turned one. From the
look on Ryan’s face, Shay is much adored by his grandparents.
He says that when you have grandchildren you just get to spend
time with them and enjoy them. It is apparent that Ryan enjoys
his time with Shay very much. Having the carpeting business
provides them the freedom to spend time with him.
Ryan and Georgia also enjoy camping and leading Sunday
School class at Trinity Baptist Church in Searcy. They have
been married for 33 years. In regards to marriage, Ryan shared
some very common sense advice, “You gotta like each other and
enjoy each other’s company. Yes, there’s ups and downs, but
after 33 years we still like each other, so we still get along.”
You can visit with them and hear more words of wisdom
from Ryan in person, as well as look at some beautiful flooring
options, at Roop’s carpet on Pleasure Street. They are open 9 am
to 4:30 pm, Monday thru Friday. You can also visit them online
at roopscarpeting.com

“When you put God first in your life
everything else will fall into place.”
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“When you hire Roop’s you are also hiring
Ryan’s 37 years of flooring experience. He and
his installers care about the quality of the job
they do and take pride in their work.”

Ryan and Georgia Roop
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“You can’t buy loyalty. You get that
through honesty, integrity, and
excellent customer service.”
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How to Reveal Your Team’s

Every member of your team has super-hero powers, it’s our responsibility to use them.

By Paul H. Grau, Jr.
“You are much stronger than you think. … with
great power, comes great responsibility.”
- Spiderman

C

an you imagine working with a team of superheroes? Well, believe it or not, you and your team all
have ‘super-powers’ just waiting to be revealed. The problem
is, many of us live our lives without allowing our super-powers
to ever be fully exposed. Many of us end up settling for what
life deals us.
Think about what your greatest gifts are and then ask yourself if
you can use those gifts at work, at school, in church, or at home.
All too often, we know what our ‘super-powers’ are, yet we remain
silent and keep them hidden.
If you have seen the previews of the new Incredibles movie (due
to come out later this year), you have seen the youngest member
of their family reveal his powers. Up till the last scene in the first
movie, they didn’t know if the baby had any super-powers or not.
Ironically enough, we are not much different than the Incredibles’
baby; we all have powers that are hidden and/or not being properly
utilized.
I have the privilege of working with a variety of teams, from
small businesses of 3-4 people to large corporate teams, and there’s
one thing never ceases to amaze me: the excitement and elation
that comes when people have their super-powers revealed. I call
these “lite-bulb moments.” That excitement only gets greater as
they begin to use their powers to contribute to the team.
I use a tool called the DISC Personality System that has
four primary personality behavioral groups. The results of the
assessment normally places individuals in two or three personality
behavioral groups, with one being the dominant group (or their
primary personality). The results also give you a breakdown of
their strengths, communication techniques, and greatest ‘areas of
opportunities’ (often referred to as weaknesses).
Here’s an interesting fact about the DISC Personality System: it
was created by Dr. William M. Marston in 1926. The interesting
part is Dr. Marston was also the original creator of Wonder Woman.
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He basically created Wonder Woman as the
“perfect woman,” being perfectly balanced
in all four personality behavioral styles.
Each of her powers and various items of her
uniform represent a different style/group.
When I work with teams, I like to focus
on the positive powers of each personality
group. I first learned about this technique
from my friend Jill Davis, who works
extensively with the DISC profile system. The D-style provides
direction and keeps the team focused on the agenda. The I-style
provides entertainment to the team and is very sociable. The S-style
provides comfort and ensures the team is safe. Finally, the C-style
provides order and logistics and ensures the team is completing the
job correctly.
Knowing which group you fall in is only the beginning. When
you start to dissect this information, you can see exactly where
everyone on your team can thrive. Many times, team members are
misplaced in positions that contradict how they were designed to
operate, and this can cause stress and/or serious conflict within the
team.
Maybe more importantly, when people of your team are
misplaced, they can cause your team’s productivity to plummet.
However, when your team members are properly placed according
to their personality, strengths, communication factors, and areas
of opportunities, your team will operate like a well-oiled machine;
your team will flourish!
Think of it this way. The Avengers alone were powerful, as they
all had unique super-powers. However, when they work as a team
they compliment each other because they can focus on what they
do best. They can concentrate on their super-power(s), and nobody
can slow their team down! Your team can function the same way if
you understand how each member can utilize his/her super-powers
to their fullest potential.
Comparably, the Bible talks about spiritual gifts and different
parts of the body. To paraphrase 1 Corinthians 12, everyone is
given different gifts, and the body is made up of many different
parts. It’s unrealistic to expect your hand to see or your eye to
make a fist. The point is that we need every part of our body, and in

much the same way, you need every member of your team. If any member
of the team is trying to do something they aren’t designed to do, the entire
team suffers!
Here’s an example: Somebody with a D-personality will have a difficult
time being comforting and empathetic with other team members. However,
an S-personality thrives in those areas, yet will have a difficult time being
forceful and directional; this is where the D-personality is most comfortable.
In much the same way, you would not want to ask a C-personality to take
uncalculated risks or answer phone calls all day; however, an I-personality
would enjoy those tasks. Conversely, an I-personality would feel like they
are living in their worst nightmare if you ask them to crunch numbers all
day and/or enforce rules throughout the day, yet the C-personality would
feel right at home.
Recently, I was honored to have the opportunity to work with Christine
Walker and her team at Searcy Living Magazine. If you want a snapshot of
what a great team looks like, I challenge you to visit them to see firsthand
how they operate together. Their team utilizes each other’s super-powers in
a way that compliments each other. Christine told me the DISC system &
training was “life-changing” for her team. The cool thing is, the training
simply revealed their super-powers and allowed them all to understand how
everyone contributes most effectively.
I started this article with a quote from Spiderman. However, Spiderman
wasn’t the first person to tell us that we are responsible to use our powers.
Jesus told us “to whom much is given … much will be required” (Luke
12:48). Your gifts, a.k.a. ‘super-powers’ were not given to you to be
concealed; they were given to you for you to use and to help others on your
team. What super-powers are you not utilizing? Unleash them today!

“Start living your
life the way God
designed you to
live, and utilize your
strengths to their
fullest capacity.”

The bottom line is that we all have special gifts (a.k.a. ‘super-powers’)
that we were created to use. Start living your life the way God designed you
to live, and utilize your strengths to their fullest capacity. I challenge you to
sit down with your team and figure out how you can better use each other’s
gifts. The sooner you can do this, the more productive your entire team will
be, and level of morale and overall engagement will skyrocket. We were all
given unique gifts; it’s our responsibility to utilize them, and in doing so,
we can change the world!
Run to Your Challenges... to Achieve Greatness & Stand Out Among
Leaders!
For more Leadership information & blogs, go to
RuntoyourChallenges.com
Have Paul work with your organization by contacting him directly at
PaulGrau@CurrentLeadershipCoaching.com or at 501-743-5614.

“...Many of us live our lives without
allowing our super-powers to ever be
fully exposed.”
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Find yourself on
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By Ashley Watson

I

truly believe that everything happens for a reason
and that God brings certain people or situations into
everyone’s lives to help grow them and, in turn, let them help
others. And that is exactly what happened to me in the spring of
2018. At that point in my life as a Junior in high school, I was
generally like my peers; I did homework, hung out with my
friends, and started thinking about college, but I knew I wasn’t
satisfied with the direction my life was going. I recently stopped
some extracurricular activities, and I just wanted to do something
that would change my reality and perception to think in a bigger
picture. Something where I could help others and also have the
opportunity to grow.
My reality shifted in April of 2018, when I stumbled upon the
Christian Research Hospital (CRH) at Harding University in my
hometown of Searcy, Arkansas. Dr.
Kamdem Kamdem, the founder of
the Christian Research Hospital
and a pharmacy professor at
Harding University, and his wife
Dr. Carine Kamdem Kamdem were
at a booth selling merchandise
and visiting with college students.
After stopping at their booth and
starting up a conversation with Dr.
Kamdem Kamdem, I learned that
CRH is a nonprofit organization
based in Searcy that raises funds
to provide viral load tests – among
other services – to patients with
HIV, AIDS, and numerous other
diseases; I also learned that their
funding is currently going to
patients in Sub-Saharan, Africa
– specifically in Cameroon, Africa. This conversation struck my
interest, and I decided to attend the Christian Research Hospital’s
Second Annual Convention that next weekend. When I was at the
convention, I felt a sense of community and purpose. I knew I
was observing an organization that was doing something “bigger”
by making an impact abroad through doing work at home, and I
wanted to do the same, so I volunteered.
So, Dr. Kamdem Kamdem and I exchanged emails and planned
to meet a few weeks later. Within a few meetings I became an
official volunteer and my tasks were laid out. I was the first
member of the Christian Research Hospital Christian Leadership
Academy (CRH-CLA) and became the educational and executive
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assistant to Dr. Kamdem Kamdem. This was the beginning of my
close relationship with Dr. Kamdem Kamdem, who I consider a
personal mentor. This relationship has affected me in too many
ways to possibly consider. He has shown me the great sides and
the not so great sides of nonprofit work, but, by far, he taught me
where meaning truly lies.
Starting off my volunteer work, I sought to start a CRHCLA club at my school, but it was denied. Although that was
disappointing, I knew I couldn’t become discouraged, so I moved
on. Dr. Kamdem Kamdem and I decided to work on improving the
CRH-donor relationship by gaining data. Our strategy was to call
donors over the phone and invite them to participate in a survey,
which contained questions about their overall satisfaction of the
work of CRH and if they were willing to support the foundation
again.
Preparing for the calls was a large
undertaking. From establishing a
strategy, to organizing our contact
information in the CRH Donor
Database, to making the survey
and revising it multiple times, it
was finally done in the fall of 2018.
There was when I was personally
challenged. I’ve always been a
quiet person, and calling donors
– who were complete strangers to
me – and having a professional
conversation about nonprofit work
put a great amount of pressure on
me. I probably thought up every
mistake I could possibly make while
calling, and I had to plan around my
limited schedule and the presumed
schedules of the donors. It was quite literally taking a shot in the
dark. Every phone call I made was surrounded with uncertainty.
But I put myself out of my comfort zone and made the calls, as
nervous as I was, and to be honest I became very discouraged with
the outcomes.
Almost half of the time no one answered, and a high majority of
the donors who did answer, reacted badly. They would hang up the
phone after I introduced myself and CRH, or cut me off by saying,
“I don’t have any money.” And that’s when I realized what the
stereotype of nonprofits are.
After the first round of calls, Dr. Kamdem Kamdem and I realized
the plan of asking our donors to complete a survey was fruitless.

Our donors were busy and had higher priorities to attend to,
which is completely understandable. So, our next strategy was
to inspire our donors and focus more on improving the CRHdonor relationship, rather than gathering data. This was around
the time of Thanksgiving and Christmas, and I believed to see
more success with this second round, because it was during a
season of thankfulness and giving.
The second round of calls were just as disappointing. I was
putting months of work into the calls, and I wasn’t connecting
with our donors to inspire them to give to those in need. It was
much different than what I’m used to at school where the effort
I put in equals the grades I receive. The survey really felt like
a failure, until I talked to Dr. Kamdem Kamdem. He repeatedly
said, “The meaning does not come from the results of the calls,
but the intentions you put into them. You are planting seeds that

“Meaning lies within our daily
interactions, and meaning will be at
its purest form when good intentions
are present.”
will have a ripple effect we can’t comprehend. You can’t place
the success of your phone calls in the immediate results, because
time will only tell what that one call will inspire a donor to do.”
And that is where I learned where meaning truly lies.
In Matthew 7:12, while giving the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus said, “So in everything, do to others what you would have
them do to you...” This command, that is also known as the
Golden Rule, provides a basis for all interaction. By far, people
find the most joy in interacting with others, and interaction is
most meaningful when one is doing good. Meaning lies within
our daily interactions, and meaning will be at its purest form
when good intentions are present.
After I accepted this, I felt better about the experience. I
learned first-hand how hard nonprofits work, but also how much
meaning goes into what they do. As long as nonprofits keep
striving to help those in need, that will be all that matters. It
takes the spotlight from greatness to goodness. In the nonprofit
field, the amount of money raised isn’t where success is; it’s how
that money will affect those in need and how it connects people.
I am very pleased to share that I inspired some of my friends
and family to donate to CRH. From my personal connections, I
was able to raise $1,025.00. Of that amount, $300 went towards
paying for the education of one HIV orphan. I raised the last $225
when I donated my eighteenth birthday to CRH in the form of
a fundraiser. With a goal of $200, I set up a GoFundMe account
and invited my family and friends to donate. These donations’
meanings lie in the ripples they will make: how communities
and families will be connected, how the wish of a healthy body
will finally become reality, how education will be used as a tool
for economic freedom and benevolence, and all the other aweinspiring realities a simple donation can make.
Ending off my CRH-CLA program, I helped prepare for the
CRH Third Annual Convention that was held on Saturday May
4, 2019. At the convention, I was on a panel discussion over
“Mission Work” and was able to share part of my story with
many other successful and caring missionaries. As of today, I’ve
graduated from the CRH-CLA and am now the Treasurer on the
Board of Directors for CRH. I’m very happy in my new role and
am so glad I can still volunteer for the foundation and help those
in need.

Africa

Cameroon
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I am very grateful not only for the impact the Christian
Research Hospital and Dr. Kamdem Kamdem have made on
me, but also the impact I’ve made for people in need of care
thanks to the Christian Research Hospital. This journey with
CRH has taught me not only to truly value and be grateful for
the “failures” and successes in life, but also how meaning lies
within them, because in the end it is always worth it to help. So
to put more meaning and joy in your life, value your interactions
and actively make them positive. Feel gratitude towards your
experiences and make a conscious effort to see their meaning,
because it will always be there.

School of Music and the Searcy High School Orchestra. Ashley
will be attending Arkansas State University within the Honors
College this upcoming fall.
Links:
https://www.christianresearchhospital.org
christianresearchhospital@gmail.com

Bio:
Ashley Watson recently became a Searcy High School
graduate in the Class of 2019. Starting off her volunteer work in
the Christian Research Hospital (CRH), she was enrolled in the
CRH Christian Leadership Academy program. After a year in
the academy, she is now the Treasurer on the Board of Directors
for the foundation. She decided to volunteer for the Christian
Research Hospital because she wanted to make “a difference at
home for people abroad.” Besides volunteer work, Ashley loves
music and was an active musician in the Searcy Community
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“This journey with CRH has taught me not only
to truly value and be grateful for the “failures”
and successes in life, but also how meaning
lies within them, because in the end it is always
worth it to help.”

Searcy Rotary Club

A Civic Club On The Move

Rotary Club
of Searcy
Serving Searcy for 60 Years • Find us on facebook
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It benefits you!

You keep money in
your local economy

Small
businesses
employ
over 50
percent of
our nation’s
workforce

schools supported

Local businesses
rent/buy commercial
locations keeping
buildings from
being vacant and
unattractive

money in community
Celebrate the
uniqueness of your
community with
hometown ownership

Make this
community a
destination with
original businesses

more local taxes pave roads
Hometown entrepreneurs
are the main donors to
multitudes of charitable
events/causes (remember
where silent auction
items and donated
services come from)

Produced by
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Hometown Entrepreneurs.
At

We love to tell their stories!
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#MyAlzRoadtrip
And the Alzheimer & Other Dementias Respite Day Care Initiative
By Kathy Lowrey

O

n Thursday, June 6th, 2019, the #MyAlzRoadtrip, who, during a Facebook live feed, shared their own stories of
sponsored by AARP and Penn Memory Center, caring for their loved ones.
Dr. Tullos and Dr. Weaver realized they shared a similar story
began its two-week journey across the United States
about
dementia caregiving and the struggles that go along with it.
to gather stories from patients, family members, caregivers,
and advocates that would be given to the University of That revelation led to a dream of having a place that would give
Pennsylvania’s Penn Memory Center for their ongoing research the community’s caregivers respite time as well as a place to go
about the disease. Searcy was chosen as one of the eight city stops for their loved ones that could provide them safety and services for
to participate in capturing the Modern Alzheimer’s Experience on their best quality of life.
It is our hope that we can help end the stigma of dementia
Video and bring awareness to the
be it Alzheimer’s, Lewy Body,
diseases of dementia. Zach Jordan,
Frontal Temporal or any other
award
winning
documentary
types of dementia by educating
producer, and his team consisting
the university’s students through
of Peter Schankowitz, Kent
The Community Respite Day Care Initiative
their service at an adult day care
Nichols, and Johnny Brillantes,
dementia facility. The Searcy
was highlighted in a fund-raising effort during the free
began this journey to document
Community’s Alzheimer
and
these experiences on video for the
screening of “Carpe Kilimanjaro: An Alzheimer’s Story”.
Other Dementias Respite Day Care
MyAlzheimers Story Project.
Donations are still being accepted for the community’s
Initiative is an effort, still in the
Filmmaker
Zach
Jordan
adult respite daycare initiative.
planning stage, to bring adult day
knows all too well the cruelty
care services for loved ones that
of Alzheimer’s disease, as he
are diagnosed with Alzheimer’s
watched his father’s progression
and other types of dementia. The
through the disease. Zach made
hope is that these services will not
an award-winning documentary
only provide daily respite care for
called, “Carpe Kilimanjaro: An
at-home caregivers, but also utilize
Alzheimer’s Story”, chronicling his
the training of Harding University
father’s journey to bring awareness
students in their varying degrees
to the disease. Realizing the need
of education such as nursing,
to break the stigma of dementia,
pharmacy, dietetics, counseling,
giving voice to those impacted by
speech therapy, art, music,
the Alzheimer’s crisis, educating
psychology, physical therapy, and
others, and helping caregivers,
social work.
Zach began his vision to create new
The initiative to build a facility
videos for a growing collection
that can provide daily respite care
of wisdom, comfort and care at
MYALZHEIMERS.net. He also illuminated local resources that services for family caregivers is a vital step in offering needed
support and a better quality of life for caregivers as well their loved
are available within the areas they stopped in.
ones living with dementia. One person may have the diagnosis, but
Searcy has its own stories to tell, and participants were eager the entire family is also affected by the diagnosis. We know that a
to share their own experiences about living with, caring for, and facility such as this would be a great asset to our community.
loving someone with dementia. A meeting room overlooking the
There is still a whole lot of living between the dementia diagnosis
grounds at Harding University served as the perfect location for and the transition to a long-term care facility that may be needed
video interviews. Among those interviewees were Dr. Dan Tullos by the patients. Family members care for a vast majority of them
and Dr. Beckie Weaver, recently retired colleagues from Harding at home, not always having the luxury of staying at home with
University’s Communication Sciences and Disorders Department their loved ones. Many families need to work just to provide basic
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“One person may have the diagnosis, but the
entire family is also affected by the diagnosis.”
needs, which often leaves them in a situation of having to hire inhome care or find a full-time placement.
Statistically, with a population of Searcy at 24,000 people, there
would be approximately 385 people that would have a diagnosis
of dementia, and the numbers will only increase as the population
ages. Someone in your family, friend’s family, or co-worker’s
family may already have the diagnosis or eventually receive the
diagnosis of dementia.
The #MyAlzRoadtrip brought to life the great need for such
a facility in the community, and we appreciated the opportunity
to highlight this need as well as share the information about the
local community dementia support group. The Heart Mind and
Soul Support group meets every second and fourth Tuesday at
6:30 PM at the Cloverdale Church of Christ in Searcy Arkansas.
This community support group allows caregivers and advocates
an opportunity to educate, share experiences, find support and
commune with other caregivers, present and past, that understand
what they may be experiencing. There is also a small group for
those loved ones that need some attention and a safe place to visit.
If you or someone you know is a caregiver, you’re welcome and
encouraged to attend.

Just because the #MyAlzRoadtrip has wrapped up doesn’t mean that
the need for awareness and education about dementia has ended.
Alzheimer’s statistics are staggering, and the disease doesn’t just
affect the elderly. It is predicted that within six years there will
be a diagnosis increase of twenty-two percent in Arkansas alone.
If broken down by county and city, and using the population of
Searcy as the basis, for every one-hundred eighty-seven people
there will be three people with the diagnosis of dementia.
Research is still ongoing, but until there is a cure, caregivers
need resources for their loved ones such as respite facilities and
adult daycare programs. Individuals and communities need to be
educated so the stigma associated with dementia is finally wiped
away. Our up and coming medical professionals need more than
textbook scenarios when working with the dementia population
and their caregivers.
Therefore, the Community Respite Day Care Initiative was
highlighted in a fund-raising effort during the free screening of
“Carpe Kilimanjaro: An Alzheimer’s Story”. One hundred percent
of the funds raised at the screening went towards the community’s
adult respite daycare initiative. Donations are still being accepted
for the community’s adult respite daycare initiative.
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On a personal note… A great many thanks for all the support in
bringing #MyAlzRoadtrip to Searcy. A special thanks to Martha
Vendetti for being “my right hand”, and a HUGE thank you to:
Steve Gifford, Searcy Parks and Recreation, for the use of the
Historic Rialto Theater.
Mayor Osborne for his time and attention to the cause.
Mat Faulkner, Think Idea Studio Agency, for his time and attention
to the cause.
Jim Carr for letting us bend his ear and helping secure a room for
the video team.
Cloverdale’s Heart Mind and Soul Support group for their
willingness to participate in the documentary and pass out flyers.
Dr. Tullos and Dr. Weaver for sharing their dream.
Conley Graphics for making the beautiful posters.
Harding University Media Center for printing the flyers.
Individuals within the Searcy community who came out for the
screening,
Three children at the theater who came in at the end of the screening
and before their movie choice. These children were curious and
asked me questions about what we were doing so they contributed
their last dollar bill towards the initiative.
Video participants for sharing such a personal part of their lives in
such a public way:

Jill Wood
Shelby Shackelford
Tasha Rigsby
Lori Shelton
Martha Vendetti
Lisa Dick
Ken Madden
Darlene Madden
Billie Diles
Susan Harrington
Ann Neal
“Carpe Kilimanjaro: An Alzheimer’s Story” can be viewed
for free on Amazon Prime.

About Kathy Lowrey
This article was submitted by Kathy Lowrey, Searcy’s
#MyAlzRoadtrip Ambassador. Kathy is a Co-Author of “365
Caregiving Tips”, a series of books for caregivers. She is also a
blogger about living with and loving someone with Lewy body
dementia at thieflewybodydementia.com and the Volunteer
Coordinator at Habitat for Humanity of White County, AR.
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Find yourself on

Photos by Leisa Marie
Photography

SWEET

Land
of

Liberty
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Photos by Searcy Living
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We would like
to thank
all the
advertisers
and readers
that make
this magazine
possible!
We are
hometown
owned and
hometown
proud!

y o u r h o m e t o w n ma g a z i n e

82 Your Hometown Magazine

SearcyLiving.com 83

What Is The

H ope Believe
Foster Care
& Adoption
Boutique?

Thank You!

* The Imagine and Believe Foster
Care and Adoption Boutique
is simply a room in the Searcy
Living business office that we have
dedicated for use in helping foster
& adoptive families, and sometimes
emergency situations. Our awesome
Searcy Living readers bring in
donations, enabling foster parents
to be able to ‘shop’ for what
they need for foster, adopted and
disadvantaged children, at no cost.
Our office is located at 812 S. Main
Street in Searcy. We welcome
gently used or new items. Thank
you, Searcy, for your generosity
and time spent to support the Foster
Care Boutique!

L ocated I n

More Information Coming Soon!
Imagine a world where every
child has a safe loving home.
Believe it can happen!
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A Special Thank You to

Harding University Students
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Thank you to Ashley Cifreo
and the rest of the crew at
Michele Phillips & Co.!
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Th ank Y ou to a l l

Volunteers & Donors!
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Thank You!

All Who Donated
Backpacks with
School Supplies
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Thank You to

Five Below

90 Your Hometown Magazine

Thank You to

Rib Crib

Thank You all

Donors & Volunteers

Thank You!

U-Neek Extension
Homemakers Club

Thank You!

Road Riders For Jesus
& Honor Bound
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Fab
With Amanda Lutrell

VINYL PLANK ACCENT WALL

O

ver the past few years accent walls have become popular design features. Whether simply painting one wall darker
than the others or putting up a wall collage of family photos, accent walls add character, interest, and most of all, personality
to a space. I love the look of wood accent walls. They add warmth and texture and work well with any design type from traditional to
modern. However, real wood accent walls can be costly and a bit difficult to install. An excellent alternative are vinyl peel-and-stick
planks. They are simple to apply, can be cut with sharp scissors or utility knife, and at around .99 cents per square foot they won’t break
the bank! When I was asked to remodel a friend’s half bath, I knew that a vinyl plank accent wall would give it the warmth and character
it needed.

1

2

After making sure the wall was free
of dust, I began by drawing a straight
line down the entire length of my wall
using a level. *For this project I ran
the planks vertically for a more rusticmodern look. For a more traditional
or shiplap look, run the planks
horizontally.

Once I had my beginning line in
place, I butted a plank up to it (with
the backing still on) and marked a line
on the other side of the plank down the
length of the wall, making an outline
of where the first row will be.

4

5

Next, I pulled the backing from the
vinyl planks and pressed it on the wall
inside my outline and on the adhesive
strips. * The backing has arrows to
ensure the “grain” of the planks are
always running in the same direction.

Since both the adhesive on the back
of the vinyl planks and the adhesive
strip are pressure activated, once each
plank is in place, roll over it with a
handle roller. Roll over each plank
several times pressing very firmly.
*This is a very important step to ensure
the planks will stay in place.
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3
Unfortunately, the adhesive on the
back of peel-and-stick planks is not
strong enough to hold to a wall on its
own. (I learned this the hard way!) This
problem is easily solved with double
sided adhesive strip for carpet and vinyl.
I simply cut the adhesive strip in the
lengths needed, pressed it onto the wall
inside of the plank outline, then removed
the paper backing. *I did 3 strips wide to
fill in the outline and ensure the entire
plank would be on the adhesive strips.

6

I added the second plank below the
first following the same steps.

7

8

The third plank was not a full piece.
I measured the wall for the length that
I needed and marked the length on
the back of my plank. Using a speed
square, I drew a straight line where
my measured mark was and then cut
on the line. *I found that sharp kitchen
sheers work well for this project.

Turning my cut edge down toward
the baseboard, (always butt factory
edges together and have cut edges on
the end butting to walls or moldings)
I applied the third plank to the wall,
completing the first row.

9
To begin my second row, I used the
remainder of my last cut piece from
the first row. I began every row with
the remainder of the previous row cut
piece unless the remaining piece was
less than six inches long, in which case
I would cut a piece at a random length.
*Planks should never match up with
the one beside it.

10
I continued with each row using the
same technique until the entire wall
was covered.

The finished product is a one of a kind
space filled with warmth and character!
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Dried Cherry Cheesecake Muffins
If you are a fan of cream cheese or cheesecake then this might just become your
new favorite muffin. Not too sweet, these muffins boast colorful sweet dried cherries and are
perfect no matter what time of year they’re served. I recently provided desserts for a local VBS
adult class and these were snapped up rather quickly; they had some pretty stiff competition
too! We have guests staying in our home this weekend and I have a batch of them waiting for
our guests when they awaken. I hope they speak true SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY in the
sweetest way.

Preheat

Preheat the oven to 350°.
5 1/2 ounces butter (11 Tbsp), softened
8 ounces cream cheese
2/3 c. sugar (Zulka, unbleached sugar is
fabulous)
3 eggs
2 c. unbleached all purpose flour
1 Tbsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
1/2 c. dried sweet cherries (found near the
raisins, at Kroger)
Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook, Cartwheels In The Kitchen,
is available at Midnight Oil Coffee House, as well as through
Tanya by e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the Makonde Team
mission work in Tanzania, Africa.

Coat

Meanwhile coat at least
18 cups of muffin tins
(preferably NOT those dark
metal, non stick kind) with
butter or coconut oil and
lightly dust with flour just to
coat them; this will allow for
them to easily release from
the pan after baking.

Mix

In a large mixing bowl beat
butter, cream cheese and
sugar until well blended and
fluffy. Continue mixing and
add eggs, one at a time, until it is well combined and no streaks of
egg remain.

Additional Mixture

In another bowl combine the flour, baking powder and salt; stir just
to mix the ingredients. Rough chop the cherries into smaller pieces
(unless you want larger cherries in the muffins) and add cherries to
the flour mixture, gently stirring just to coat the cherry pieces with
flour.

Combine

Add flour/ cherry mixture to the larger mixing bowl and mix all
the ingredients just until it’s all moist. Don’t overmix because the
muffins will be a tougher texture than they need to be.

Fill

Using an ice cream scoop or spoon, portion out batter into the muffin
tins, filling each cup about 2/3 of the way full.

Bake

Bake in a preheated 350* oven for 18-20 minutes or they JUST begin
turning slightly golden on the top. Remove muffins from oven and
allow to cool before removing them from the muffin tins. Enjoy!
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Across

Down

3. Striving to help those in _______ takes
the spotlight from greatness to goodness.

1. Brenda refers to motorcycle riding as
_______ therapy.

6. Until there is a cure for Alzheimer’s,
caregivers need _______.
7. You never know when opportunity
knocks, so be _______.

I stand when I’m
sitting and jump when
I’m walking.
Who am I?

2. Ryan stated that putting God first makes
everything else fall into _______.
4. The good thing is that there are plenty
of _______ to go around.
5. Besides a songwriter Charlie Daniels is
also an _______.

What do the letter
“T” and an island
have in common?

find the answers
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Keep your head up. God gives His
hardest battles to His strongest
soldiers.

Show your support for life and help raise money
at the same time! Purchase an official Choose Life
Arkansas License Plate for the rear of your car. You
can obtain one through direct purchase from the
Department of Finance and Administration.
Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!
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