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Birthday Parties
and Seed Planting
rs. Potter, formerly known as Gabby Hannah,
crossed my path years and years ago. I really
don’t remember how I met her family but I do remember
the important lesson that Gabby taught me when she
was a small child.
For Gabby’s birthday one year, instead of birthday presents
she wanted to collect gifts for the Searcy Childrens Home
(now known as Sparrows Promise). I don’t recall how I
heard about this, but Searcy Living was still somewhat new
and I was pretty sure that the story of this little girl choosing
to give gifts to orphans instead of receiving gifts for herself
for her own birthday was something that others would find
encouraging and would bring awareness to this community
about the need.
That gift of Gabby’s encouraged me to seek out more
stories about foster care, and to this day we include
something about foster care in every issue. Searcy
Living has now been around for about 19 years,
and we have published and distributed more than
1.5 MILLION copies over those years. That is a
lot of awareness for a very important cause that
was partly brought to the forefront by one little
girl.
I remember one day a man came into the office,
threw a copy of Searcy Living on my desk and said,
“I am from Memphis and before I head back I want
to buy Christmas presents for every child in that group
home.”

M

remember
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I put him in touch with the right people and he did indeed
do that.
I also know of over 70 foster placements, 3 adoptions,
and a non-profit that was started and has served thousands
of orphans in the past twelve years or so. Although the
journey to accomplish those things was long and
full of many influential people and circumstances
that lead the way down that road, I also know
that Gabby’s seed planting was a big part of that
journey.
When you look at the front cover of this issue I
know what you see is a beautiful bride. But what
I see is a seed planter and a world changer. Thank
you Mrs. Potter for planting seeds at your birthday
party so long ago. That tiny seed has produced an
amazing harvest!
As always, thank you for reading Searcy Living.

the extras
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Over the Counter
Harding University College of Pharmacy

The Hidden Sugars: A Diabetes-Friendly Diet
By Taryn Eubank, Pharm.D. Candidate 2019; Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS, Lana Gettman, Pharm.D.

I

n the state of Arkansas, 1 in every 9
adults have diabetes. Patients with diabetes must
be conscious of their daily eating habits in order to control
their blood sugar and prevent complications of diabetes
such as blindness, nerve damage, and kidney failure. Dieting
is challenging and often confusing. Being aware of hidden
sugars in food and beverages is important for maintaining a
diabetes-friendly diet.
To maintain a diabetes-friendly diet, it is important to monitor
carbohydrates intake. Carbohydrates are broken down in the
body to sugar. They can be categorized into complex or simple
carbohydrates. Complex carbs include vegetables, wild or brown
rice, oatmeal, fruit, and beans. Simple carbs include white rice,
and white flour contained in products such as white bread,
pasta, pastries/desserts, candy, corn syrup, and most packaged
cereal. Being a simple carbohydrate means that the body can
easily break the food down into sugar without using energy.
On the other hand, the body must use energy to break down
complex carbs which means the blood sugar remains balanced.
So, does that mean you can eat all the complex carbs you want?
Unfortunately, no… Rule of thumb is 3-4 carb choices per
meal. One carb choice, or 15 grams of carbohydrates, would be
equivalent to one apple, ½ cup of brown rice, or 2 cups of green
beans.
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Another source of hidden sugars are beverages. Soda, energy
drinks, and sweet tea contain simple carbohydrates without
nutritional substance. A 12 ounce can of Dr. Pepper has 27 grams
of sugar, which is approximately 2 carb choices. A medium
Sonic sweet tea is 47 grams of sugar and is 3 carb choices. A
Monster Energy Drink contains 54 grams of sugar and accounts
for nearly 4 carb choices. These simple carbohydrates can
significantly increase one’s blood sugar and therefore raise the
daily sugar intake in one’s diet.
In summary, by limiting each meal to 3-4 carb choices,
exchanging simple carbohydrates for complex carbohydrates,
and decreasing the carbohydrates consumed from beverages
will improve blood sugar control in an individual with diabetes.
Also, keeping a food diary or log of each meal will help track
the number of carbohydrates typically consumed in a day. 
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A

spie Awesome is a nonprofit organization that provides
emotional and educational support for families, friends, and
caregivers affected by Asperger’s and high functioning autism.
We have monthly meetings with the HUSSHA students and families.
The kids do a life skills class with HUSSHA students and the caregivers
have an informational meeting. We are also advocates. We can be found
on Facebook.
HUSSHA is a group of students from the Speech Therapy Department
at Harding University.

“A grateful heart is a magnet for miracles.”
~ Unknown
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Unity Health Awarded

Health Care
Heroes Awards
 Judy Glenn, Healthworks RN, Dr. Karen
Jones, OB/GYN and LaDonna Johnston,
Assistant Vice President of Patient
Services with their Health Care Heroes
nominations and awards.

U

nity Health recently won two Arkansas Business
Health Care Heroes awards.
Unity Health – Harris Medical Center won Small Hospital of
the Year and Dr. Karen Jones, OB/GYN at Unity Health – Harris
Medical Center won Women’s Health & Wellness Hero. Judy
Glenn, Healthworks RN was one of the finalists for Workplace
Wellness Hero.
Unity Health – Harris Medical Center has been operating for
71 years and provides acute inpatient care, emergency care,
family medicine, internal medicine, obstetrics and gynecology,
orthopaedics, podiatry, psychiatric care and surgical services to
Jackson County and surrounding communities. Unity Health –
Harris Medical Center have many providers who are Jackson
County natives who take care of their neighbors every day.
Providers are involved with local groups and the hospital partners
with local schools to promote health and wellness.
“This honor solidifies the important role Unity Health plays
in the healthcare market,” LaDonna Johnston, Assistant Vice
President of Patient Services said. “We understand the importance

of accessible healthcare in smaller communities like Newport
and the surrounding communities.”
Jones provides women’s health services at Unity Health –
Harris Medical Center and Unity Women’s Health – Pocahontas,
including prenatal and postpartum care, gynecological services,
mammography services and outreach education. Jones is a John
3:17 board member, which supports women in recovery from
chemical addiction, and is an educator to the community on
women’s health.
“I am extremely honored,” Jones said. “For me, this award
means I need to keep doing what I am doing. Sometimes I
wonder if I have found my calling, and I think the answer came
in the form of this award.”
The Arkansas Business Health Care Heroes awards program
honors individuals, companies and organizations that are making
a significant impact on the quality of healthcare in Arkansas.
Congratulations to all our winners and nominees!

Unity Health - Harris Medical Center administration and associates at the Arkansas
Business Health Care Heroes Awards Luncheon.
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Habitat for humanity
restore Ribbon Cutting

“What is done in love is done well.”
~ Vincent Van Gogh
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Cabot Sailor Works In Supply Room While
Deployed In Mediterranean Sea

I

n VALENCIA, Spain, Logistics Specialist 3rd Class Robert Lacina, left, from Cabot,
Ark., retrieves stores aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS
Bainbridge (DDG 96). Bainbridge is underway as part of Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike
Group (ABECSG) deployment in support of maritime security cooperation efforts in the
U.S. 5th, 6th and 7th Fleet areas of responsibility. With Abraham Lincoln as the flagship,
deployed strike group assets include staffs, ships and aircraft of Carrier Strike Group 12
(CSG 12), Destroyer Squadron 2 (DESRON 2) and Carrier Air Wing 7 (CVW 7); as well as
Alvaro de Bazan-class frigate ESPS Méndez Núñez (F 104). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist Seaman Jason Waite/Released)
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“If I cannot do

great things,

I can do small things
in a great way.”
Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.

SearcyLiving.com 23

Cabot Native Trains To Serve As
The Next Generation Of U.S. Naval
Aviation Warfighters

A

2009 Cabot High School graduate and
Cabot, Arkansas, native is participating in a
rigorous training process that transforms officers into
U.S. naval aviators.
Ensign Christian Free is a student pilot with the
“Stingrays” of Training Squadron (VT) 35, based in Naval
Air Station Corpus, Christi, Texas. The squadron flies the
T-44C Pegasus aircraft.
By Rick Burke, Navy Office of Community Outreach
Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class
David Finley
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Happy 6th Anniversary

Robert & Courtney
Stewart!

“ The best preparation for tomorrow is doing your best today.”
~ H. Jackson Brown, Jr.
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In Loving Memory Of Janett Crain

“Memories are timeless treasures
of the
.”

heart

~Unknown
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Cabot Sailor Serves in Scotland Aboard USS Carney

I

n FASLANE, Scotland Lt. j.g. Matthew Duncan from Cabot, Arkansas, acts as the officer of
the deck aboard the Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Carney (DDG 64), May
6, 2019. Carney, forward-deployed to Rota, Spain, is on its sixth patrol in the U.S. 6th Fleet area
of operations in support of regional allies and partners as well as U.S. national security interests in
Europe and Africa. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Fred Gray IV/
Released)
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Torch Run
“The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the
service to others. ”

30 Your Hometown Magazine

$89.00$149.00
per night!

Branson

2 Bedroom
2 Bath
3 Beds

Vacation Rental
Plan Your Next Getaway!
Great Colorful Decor at this Branson Fall Creek 2BDR, 2Bath
Condo. Conveniently located near Lake Taneycomo, Table Rock
Lake and the excitement of the Branson strip. Loft design keeps the
feel open and the fully equipped kitchen gives you the opportunity
to eat in and enjoy home cooking and the savings of not eating out
every meal. Next time you are headed for Branson, go to the link
below to view seasonal rates and for booking.

Reservations:
Homeaway:
7131715

VRBO:
7131715ha
AirBNB:
26412736
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the

Language
of

Love

written By Jennifer Webb • photos by Sarah Caldwell

S

These
three words immediately came to mind as I beheld
the photograph of Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Cooper.
Photographer Sarah Caldwell captured this amazing
image the night of their wedding in front of the Rialto
theater on the square in downtown Searcy.
Shelby Cooper, the bride in the photo, proved to be as charming
as her picture. I had the privilege of sitting down with her as she
shared her story and sage advice beyond her years.
Shelby and her husband, Taylor, met playing against each other
on the coed slow-pitch softball field. Then, they started playing
together instead of against each other, which led to dating in the
Spring of 2017. They dated for about a year and were engaged the
following year. On the season opener of the 2018 Rose Bud High
School baseball season, Shelby threw the first pitch, and Taylor,
who was coaching, met her on the pitcher’s mound and went down
on one knee to propose. She said, “I was impressed! It was really
well thought out and his players were involved.”
They picked Searcy to host their wedding on November 3, 2018,
because it was centrally located. She advises any bride-to-be to
“Get a wedding planner.” She says she normally loves to organize,
but hiring Jessica Johnson of Daymaker Designs for her floral
and wedding planning took a tremendous amount of stress off of
Shelby, and allowed her to have a stress free, perfect day.        
They currently live in Heber Springs with their golden retriever
puppy, Dottie. She works for the Unity Health Foundation, which
is a non-profit, and he is a teacher and coach for Rose Bud High
School.
She says that one of the best things about married life is learning
how to go from being two separate people to being one married
couple. Certainly, togetherness is a huge part of marriage and these
two seem to have a leg up. Admiration and love for her husband
filled her eyes as she talked about such things as love languages,
and learning to be selfless for one another.

tunning. Romantic. Beautiful.

Love languages are a concept originating from a Christianbased relationship book by Gary Chapman called “The 5 Love
Languages.” In it, he describes five ways that people communicate
and receive love. Of the five, most people have one or two that
mean the most to them. The five love languages are:
• Words of Affirmation - Words that make you feel
good, compliments and praise
• Quality Time - Time spent with a loved one, doing
things together or just being with one another
• Gifts - Gifts do not have to be big. They can be as
simple as flowers for no reason or picking up a favorite
candy bar on the way home from work.
• Acts of Service - Things that you do for another, such
as mowing the lawn, fixing something, ironing a shirt,
cooking supper or getting his lunch ready for the next
day.
• Physical Touch - Hugs, holding hands, etc.
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“Little things add up, and often it is the
little things themselves that mean
the most.”   

Often, people express their love to one another the
way that they would like to receive it, instead of the way
that means the most to the recipient. What is your love
language? What about your loved ones? How can you
better express your love in a way they would prefer to
receive it? Little things add up, and often it is the little
things themselves that mean the most.   
Shelby says that hers and Taylor’s love languages are
opposite, which is often the case with couples. Her top
ones are quality time and physical touch, while Taylor’s
are words of affirmation, gifts, and acts of service. Being
aware of these differences puts them at a huge advantage
for a successful marriage.
Her advice to anyone still looking for their “Mr. or
Mrs. Right” is to, “Find someone you can be yourself
with. Have fun and be silly. But,” she cautions, “also
someone that you can have serious conversations with.”
Shelby and Taylor seem to be very fluent in all five love languages. If the picture is
any indication, they speak each other’s love language quite fluently. Their story gives
me hope and encouragement to make my own love story the very best that it can be.
Love is a funny thing - the more you give it away, the more you get in return. What
can you do today to show your loved ones that you care? 

Writer’s Bio:
Jennifer Webb is the author of the book, “The Pearl Perspective: How Changing
Your Perspective Can Change Your Life,” which can be found on Amazon. You can
see more from her on her blog at contentmentquesting.com and get the first 2 chapters
of her book as her free gift to you. God Bless and Happy Questing!
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Once Upon a Tea

By Jamie Jackson

L

ast Spring nine - year - old Diamond State Princess
Charley Anne Jackson, the daughter of Drew and Jamie
Jackson, hosted a fancy tea party benefiting Children’s
Miracle Network (CMN). The tea party was held at the Searcy
Country Club featuring a vintage style tea party theme,
complete with real vintage tea cups and saucers.
Miss Arkansas 2018, Claudia Raffo, was the guest of honor
along with Miss White River, Mady Rottinghaus. The attendees
enjoyed fun party games, delicious finger foods, and a manners
lesson from “Miss Arkansas’ Book of Manners.” After the fun and
games were over, each of the young ladies were crowned “Miss
Manners” and received their very own silver crown. There was
one young gentleman that attended, and he was crowned “Mr.
Manners” and received a sword. Miss Arkansas also took the time
to visit with everyone, sign autographs, and pose for pictures.
We are so grateful to everyone that attended, made donations,
and gave their time and talents to make this fundraiser a success.
We also appreciate Miss Arkansas, Claudia Raffo, for coming to
Searcy and making this event so special!
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As a Diamond State Princess, Charley Anne has had the
opportunity to be an advocate for CMN and realize the importance
of supporting children’s hospitals. This is her third year to
participate in the Diamond State Princess mentoring program.
The Miss Arkansas pageant allows girls ages 5-12 years old
the unique experience of being mentored by a contestant during
the week of the Miss Arkansas Pageant, as well as appearing on
stage with her contestant during the evening gown portion of
competition and performing in a production number. This is a
wonderful program that builds confidence in
young girls and allows them to have positive
role models. Charley Anne Jackson is a DSP
for Miss White River, Mady Rottinghaus, who
is also her cousin. For more information on
becoming a Diamond State Princes please
visit www.missarkansas.org, and to donate to
Children’s Miracle Network please visit www.
Childrensmiraclenetworkhospitals.org. 
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The

Seasons of Love
By Mandy Lawson

e

Whimsical Moonbeam
Photography

girl dreams
about the perfect wedding.
The day when her fairy
tale comes true. The day that she
can marry her Prince Charming
and live happily ever after. And that
day must be perfect. Every detail
planned perfectly. There are two
major choices for the bride to be:
the dress and the venue.
Some brides want their special day
to be in the heat of summer where the
fireflies are twinkling in the trees and
they share an amazing kiss under the stars while fireworks explode overhead.
Other brides crave the myriad of colors the trees display in the fall where
the leaves are gold, purple, and orange. They want pumpkin centerpieces,
sunflower bouquets, and crisp air to complete their fairy tale. Winter brides
want gorgeous reds and greens and the magic of Christmas as the backdrop of
their wedding and to share a soft kiss in the glow of the Christmas tree lights.
Some brides want spring flowers, vibrant colors, and the slight possibility that
there will be no humidity.
No matter the season, Windy Hill Farm Wedding and Event Barn can
certainly meet your needs. Located just outside of Searcy on Hwy 36, they
offer a modern barn and the land surrounding as a gorgeous option for your
special day. With indoor and outdoor options, Windy Hill Farm can make your
day memorable.
Cassandra Feltrop and her husband, Frankie, see Windy Hill Farm as their
ministry to brides to give them a reasonable price and nice option for their
special day. They have rentals and connections with some of the best vendors
in the area. Their love and compassion spills out into their clients as they do
everything they can to make sure that every wedding is completely memorable
and special.
Let’s talk about seasons and the weddings that happen in them.

Autumn Swain Photography
38 Your Hometown Magazine

Featuring

very

Photography by Howard Tuff Abell

Hot wedding colors for
this summer are blush
and gold, lemon and
watermelon, dove gray
and ecru, and light blue
and fuchsia.

Whimsical Moonbeam
Photography

Summer
Although our Arkansas summers can
be hot, they are often gorgeous. Blue skies,
puffy clouds, and breath-taking sunsets make
the perfect backdrop for a summer wedding.
Summer offers fun colors to play with. Hot
wedding colors for this summer are blush and
gold, lemon and watermelon, dove gray and
ecru, and light blue and fuchsia.
Summer flowers, relaxed seating, and fun
décor can all be brought out during this time of
year. The sun is usually shining if a bride wants
an outdoor wedding. Windy Hill can provide
many outdoor options as well as using the indoor
space. Summer is a great time to have fun at
a wedding. Be creative and start your Pinterest
board now. You can go with any angle that feels
fun to you. You want your guests to dress casual
and make your dinner a BBQ, do it! If you want
your guests to sit on haybales while you ride up
on a white horse, do it! It’s your special day,

brides. You get to do what you want. If you
decide on a taco bar, please remember me on
your invite list.
Dance the night away in that perfect dress.
Smash cake into each other’s face, sip on sweet
lemonade, and make the best memories of your
life. End your night running through a walkway
of your family and friends holding sparklers as
you start your forever with your prince. Share
that special kiss under fireworks while lanterns
glow in the trees. Summer weddings can be
amazing, but here are a few reminders for you
brides: Summer is the most popular season for
weddings. People are vacationing, so you’ll
want to send out those save-the-dates early.
Venues also book up fast and Windy Hill Farm’s
gorgeous space is the perfect backdrop for your
wedding. You’ll want to call them ASAP if you
want a dreamy, sun-kissed wedding in front of
that timeless barn.

“Summer is
the most popular
season for
weddings.”

Fall

Photo by Tiffany Barrentine

Can you just picture it? The rustic doors opening
and you walking down the aisle with a bouquet of
sunflowers and purple dahlias. Arkansas trees showing
off in their golds, reds, yellows, and oranges are dancing
in the background as a cool breeze washes over your face.
Your family and friends are gathered together to hear you
proclaim your love to the man of your dreams. A friend
plays your song on his guitar. Can you see it?
Fall is an amazing time for a wedding! You are free to
be as cliché as you want because it is your day! Bring
out those pumpkin spiced things, have a fire pit, make a
s’more bar, or make your wedding party wear plaid! It’s
your day! Maybe not make them wear plaid. It might be
cute though. It doesn’t matter. You get to make your day
however you want.
Fun fall colors this year are violet and marigold, mint,
cantaloupe and mulberry, and champagne and dark greens.
SearcyLiving.com 39

Great flower choices are asiatic and calla lilies, dahlias, chrysanthemums, orange
gerberas, and, of course, roses. You can really play with the color palette in the fall. And
don’t forget the leaves. Get a snapshot of you and your Prince Charming with the glow
of the sunlight filtering through the deep colors in the trees. SWOON!
Fall weather can be tricky though. The best advice I can give a bride is to always have
a backup plan. Windy Hill Farm allows you to have several options. Their indoor space
can allow you to set up for the ceremony and turn it around to have the reception. Serve
those guests some hot chocolate and fill them with pumpkin spiced macarons while they
wait. Feed them and they will wait patiently.
Hanging lights, deep luscious colors, and lanterns on the tables can make a beautiful
reception for fall. Chocolate fountains and a coffee bar could make your wedding the
event to attend. Let them dance and let them pop confetti as you and your man exit the
white barn to a waiting car. I think I just fell in love with fall. Please invite me to your
pumpkin spiced wedding.

Fun fall colors this year are violet
and marigold, mint, cantaloupe and
mulberry, and champagne and
dark greens.

“Hanging lights, deep luscious colors, and lanterns on the tables
can make a beautiful reception for fall.”

Winter

Popular winter wedding colors
this year are cranberry and
sage, ivory and burgundy,
taupe and shades of red, and
navy and gray.
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Winter weddings just scream magical to me. Frosted trees and sparkly everything. A winter
wonderland. Sign me up. Winter may not be a popular wedding season, but it should be. Winter
brings Christmas, and Christmas means decorated trees and lights.
Popular winter wedding colors this year are cranberry and sage, ivory and burgundy, taupe and
shades of red, and navy and gray. A winter wedding is sparkly and saying ‘I do’ in the glow of
Christmas lights just feels dreamy. Let’s picture it, shall we?
Rows of white chairs, strings of lights hanging from rafters in the Windy Hill Farm wedding barn,
the gorgeous glow from the Christmas trees, and bouquets of red and white roses, a touch of green
eucalyptus, and some berries because Martha Stewart said so. Your white linen tables are decorated
with logs, natural greenery, frosted berries, and candles.
Snowflakes and glitter are scattered around the tables and your guests are sipping on punch in your
magical fairy land. As you dance the night away in the arms of your true love, you look up at the
hanging lights and remember that moment forever. You’ll forever remember the way your husband’s
face looked in the glow of the lights. You’ll remember the song played as you danced for the first time
as husband and wife in a wedding barn. Your friends send you two off in a cascade of bubbles and you
start the first day as a duo. I want invites to this wedding, too. I’ll bring something crystal.

“A winter wedding is sparkly and saying ‘I do’ in the
glow of Christmas lights just feels dreamy.”.

Photo by Taylor Cagle

Photo by
Cassandra Feltrop

Spring
Who doesn’t love a spring wedding? Everything is new and vibrant.
There is romance in the air and the world is waking up from its winter slumber.
The trees are budding, the flowers are blooming, and joy is everywhere you
look. Spring is the best time to play with the soft palette of colors. Hot spring
colors for next spring are Tiffany blue, chiffon yellow and gray, pastel pinks and
light purples, peach and coral, lavender and mint, and pink and cream. And the
flowers are gorgeous this time of year. Your bouquet can be filled with peonies,
roses, tulips, baby’s breath, and my personal favorite, daisies.
You really can’t lose with a spring wedding. The lighting is usually just right
for pictures, the weather is divine, and everyone will want to come to your
wedding after being cooped up all winter. Saying your vows under an arch full of
spring flowers with music in the air will leave you feeling dreamy. Lace, pearls,
tulle, and pastels are in the details that make this day completely perfect.
Share a kiss with the scent of flowers everywhere and head inside the wedding
barn for a night of dancing, the Cupid Shuffle, and macarons. Tables are filled
with mason jars stuffed full of gorgeous flowers with candles all around to make
every table romantic. Your friends send you off under floating paper lanterns and
you begin your journey where you become part of an ‘us.’

Hot spring colors for next spring are
Tiffany blue, chiffon yellow and gray,
pastel pinks and light purples, peach
and coral, lavender and mint, and
pink and cream.

“Please consider
seeking local
vendors and venues
for your
dream day.”
Find Windy Hill Farm Wedding & Event Barn on Facebook
(501) 388-2645

Autumn Swain
Photography

Wedding Bliss
No matter what season you decide to say ‘I do,’ Windy Hill Farm is
there for you. Cassandra and her husband, Frankie, make it their mission to
do everything possible to make your day special. They can help you plan,
find vendors, and make suggestions.
Every bride deserves to have the perfect wedding day full of romance,
magic, and memories. Please consider seeking local vendors and venues for
your dream day. The community of Searcy is like none other when it comes
to helping each other out.

Whimsical Moonbeam
Photography

Mandy’s Handy Dandy Tips: Choose bridesmaids carefully, have a
backup plan because Arkansas weather is tricky, let yourself breathe
and stay calm, don’t settle for what you don’t want, and soak in every
special moment. And don’t forget my invite! 
SearcyLiving.com 41
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By Cecelia Wilson

N

ine years into their marriage, seen each other from across the room, it was the first time they
Bobby and Debbie Wood Morris were expecting their had truly interacted. Bobby admits he was attracted to Debbie
only child. Call it hormones, call it an argument- because of her stylish 1960’s ribbon headband and though she was
gone-bad, but the expectant mother’s nerves were on edge one not allowed to date at such a young age, her parents did agree to let
particular evening and Bobby came home to find all his clothes Bobby come by their house and visit.
By the time Bobby graduated from Searcy High in 1966, the pair
thrown out the back door!
Thankfully, the pair laugh about that incident today. After all, the had broken up, but that separation didn’t last. The summer before
couple just celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary, so it’s fair to Debbie’s junior year at Judsonia, he interrupted a group outing
say they’ve made it work through all the ups and downs that come with her friends and made it clear he wanted to date her. “I can’t
with wedded bliss. It’s even more amazing to learn that lengthy right now,” she told him firmly. “I’m with friends.” Undaunted,
marriages tend to run in their families. Debbie’s parents (Billy and he called her later and the two officially began dating and
Velma Wood) were married 56 years until Mrs. Wood’s passing. continued to do so throughout her time at Judsonia High School.
Bob’s parents (Ed and Lois) were married 70 years before Lois’ On Christmas day in 1968, Bobby gave her an engagement ring
in a silver jewel box that she still
death. Between Debbie and her
cherishes today. She graduated
five siblings, they have all been
from high school on May 8, 1969
married a combined 256 years!
and the couple married May
“....Put God first in your marriage
When it comes to marriage,
30th. Her dad offered his little
Hank Williams, Jr.’s lyrics seem
and pray fervently each day for each
girl a new car if she wouldn’t get
rather appropriate: “It’s a Family
married, but their minds were
other.
It’s
give
and
take.”
Tradition.”
made up and any reservations Mr.
Half-a-century is certainly a
—Debbie Wood Morris
Wood had melted away with each
milestone and a lot has changed
successive year of his daughter’s
since they began their journey
marriage.
together. They were both born in
Bobby had been attending
Searcy, but Debbie was raised in
Judsonia and, whether Bobby admits it or not, Debbie was quite the Arkansas State Teachers College (now UCA) in Conway when
catch! She was the Jr. High Homecoming Queen, the Fall Festival they married. But, in the summer of 1969, Uncle Sam came
Queen her junior year, and voted Cutest and Best-All Around in calling. College would have to wait. After boot camp at Fort Polk,
school. Despite their four-year age difference, Bobby was smitten Louisiana, Morris was sent for training at Fort Leonard Wood,
after first spotting 14-year-old Debbie at the old Searcy Skating Missouri. There was incentive to do well: the top three in the class
would be sent to Germany, the rest would go to Vietnam. Debbie
Rink.
Their romance began with a bang. Literally. After the rink “DJ” remembers those tenuous times. “He made the top three; many of
announced the Bag Pop game one Saturday night, all girls began his other mates never made it home.”
Bobby was stationed in Fürth, Germany at Monteith Barracks
skating and any boy interested in skating with a specific girl would
skate in behind her, blow up a bag, and pop it. Though they had near Nuremberg where Debbie joined him in July 1970. While he
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“....The couple just celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary, so it’s fair to say they’ve
made it work through all the ups and downs that
come with wedded bliss.”
served his country, Debbie worked with a group of German citizens who shared their
culture. The pair grew closer as a couple and traveled to eight different countries
while in Europe. “It was really one of the most wonderful times in our life,” she
shares. “We were young, and it brought us together because going over there we
[only] had each other until we made friends. It was really a valuable experience.”
In 1972, the couple returned to Searcy where Bobby served in the National Guard
before they moved to Russellville where he finished his college education and earned
a business degree at Arkansas Tech University. After a short stint in Little Rock
and a job for Bobby in insurance, the couple moved to Mountain Home where their
daughter Ashley was born in 1978. One month later, Bobby’s father and brother
called asking him to join in the family business, White County Paving Company, as
a co-owner. Morris is now semi-retired and does consulting for gas companies who
have need for road work to be planned, setup, and contractors hired.
Meanwhile, Debbie, who had been working for a decade as a secretary, had begun
working with children at the church they were attending, First Baptist in Judsonia.
What began as a fun project became a calling to work with children as a career. She
began attending the University of Central Arkansas in Conway and earned a degree in
Education in 1983. That led to a 25-year run as a teacher in the Searcy school system.
She student taught at Sidney Deener Elementary, taught first graders at West Point
for three years, moved to McRae to teach second grade, and finished her teaching
career at Westside Elementary. She retired in 2008 to spend time with their daughter
Ashley, son-in-law Derek, granddaughter Macey (now 11) and grandson Cole (age
8) who live in Ft. Worth. Son-in-law Derek is an engineer at Lockheed Martin;
daughter Ashley followed in her mother’s footsteps as a second-grade teacher.
Today, Bobby and Debbie are members of First Baptist in Searcy where they have
attended for the past 35 years. They remain active, love to travel throughout the
U.S. and abroad, and Debbie enjoys attending Bible studies and playing Pickleball
weekly.
With a family packed with 50+ year marriages, many have asked Debbie the secret
to a long, happy marriage. “My advice to those who are getting married — put God
first in your marriage and pray fervently each day for each other. It’s give and take.
You just have to give some and take [some] to make it work. And be happy with what
you’ve got. There are times when you can’t stand them and you just want them to be
gone! But, you’ve got to let that pass and move on.”
Thankfully, Debbie hasn’t thrown Bobby’s clothes out of the house since that initial
“spring cleaning.” But, despite what life (or Debbie) throws at them, fifty years later
Bobby and Debbie Morris are still together and stronger than ever. That’s part of the
fun of marriage — you never know what the next fifty years will bring. 
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By

In the past few days I have come into close proximity
with three frogs... each in a different situation.

Chuck Hicks

The second frog was fat, content and happy but... in serious
danger. He had no idea that he was only one passing car away from
becoming frog number three. We are often times like that. We get
comfortable in our chosen “zone,” and simultaneously are totally
to the danger and the consequences of our choices. Unless
The first frog greeted me this morning as I bent down oblivious
someone
comes
along to rescue us from our folly, we are destined
to pick up my newspaper. He was a little green tree frog with
to
experience
a
very
unpleasant result of our inattentiveness.
those weird little suction cups on his feet... cute guy. I stood and
Then
there
was
frog
number three. My guess is, he had all kinds of
looked at him for a minute, then tried to start a conversation, but
good
intentions...
his
timing
was just a little off. We all sometimes
he wanted none of it. He seemed to understand that I was wanting
get
too
close
to
danger
and
then
find out that we have miscalculated
“his” paper, so he reluctantly hopped into the hosta plants next to
the
danger
and
can’t
get
out
of
the way of the oncoming disaster
the house to hide.
fast enough. We all feel a certain kinship to the third frog. In spite
The second frog appeared around dusk as I was of our best intentions we are sometimes too slow, too unaware or
walking in the neighborhood, and I providentially looked down too distracted to get out of the way, and so we get busted. Luckily,
before stepping on the rather hefty, but immobile bullfrog. I don’t most of the time, since we are not frogs, we can get back up and try
again after getting knocked flat. We
know what he was doing there in
can just dust off our bruised egos,
the middle of the road, but I was
pocket our well-earned experience
concerned for his safety so I gently
and move on.
“...Whether we are like the frog
urged him out of the road into the
I guess it’s not a great leap to
bushes by the side of the road.
or the person who warns another
consider that sometimes we act
of impending doom, we need to be
like a frog and other times we are
A bit further down the
the one who rescues a frog. We
attentive to our situation and care
road from the second frog was the
often find ourselves urging another
third frog. Almost unrecognizable,
about others enough to warn them of
person out of danger and into safer
he had unfortunately been run
challenges ahead...”
places because we can see ourselves
over by a vehicle and was just a
being in their place. Sometimes we
flattened silhouette of himself. He
have those great days when we can
was finished, done in, not revivable,
smile at how easy it is to encourage
smashed and then baked in the hot
others and ourselves to make right choices and, like frog number
Arkansas sun.
I know this seems a little silly, but each of these frogs, in a way, one, we get on with our day. There are other days when we feel
reminds me of certain human personality inclinations. I believe like frog number two and only reluctantly move out of harm’s
there is much to ponder as we consider such things as frogs and way when forced to do so. Then there are those times when we
lessons that we might find hidden beneath the occasional lily pad. feel like frog number three. We had a bad idea... made a wrong
The first frog was energetic and aware of what was going on choice... happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time... got
around him. He thought about his options, made a good choice crushed... feel deflated and useless.
The point is, whether we are like the frog or the person who
and happily moved on to a more
welcome place. We are often warns another of impending doom, we need to be attentive to our
pleasant and intelligent and make situation and care about others enough to warn them of challenges
good choices. Yet, sometimes ahead that they might not see.
The good news is that we are not frogs and we don’t have to act
we find ourselves in the wrong
place at the wrong time doing like them. And even though there may be similarities in our brain
the wrong things, then at some processes on occasion, the truth is we can get up in the morning
point we take note of someone and be thankful that we can sense when we are in hot water and we
who was like frog number three. can get out... before it starts to boil. 
So, we learn from the mistakes
of others and we don’t have to be
told twice to get out of the danger
zone.
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Today’s

Wedding
Tomorrow’s Memories
By Tina Reaper

S

omething old, something new, something
borrowed something blue… Do you have
them all? Your mother’s pearls, your new ring,
your friend’s bracelet and your grandmother’s favorite
blue handkerchief … check, check, check. Now you can
start the best day of the rest of your life and it will be
a wedding for the books. Your books, your story, your
moment, that’s what a wedding is all about. The story
you tell your kids and grandkids for generations. It’s
the When, Where and How that I can help with now that
you have answered the question of “why” when you said
“yes.”

So, you have said, “Yes.” Now, what to do to make your dream
day and wedding come true? Remember, that’s exactly what it
is, your dream! It doesn’t have to be what anyone else has ever
wanted before or would ever do again, but what you have dreamed
the day would look like since you were a little girl. The first step
in planning is, “What exactly is that dream?” How much will it
likely cost, who can and will most likely contribute to the cost?
Sit down and talk, and try to make a realistic budget, then have the
difficult conversation about who is able and willing to help with
that budget. Traditional roles of the bride’s family paying for the
wedding and the groom’s family paying for the rehearsal dinner
and the honeymoon have been somewhat blurred and adapted in
today’s world to reflect more of who has the ability. More and
more couples are older and funding more of the event themselves,
with parents and grandparents helping as they can. Regardless
of who is helping with the budget, SET ONE! Then pick your
top 3 priorities for your day. Everyone’s may vary somewhat
but a majority of brides’, and mine (lol), would be: 1) venue, 2)
photographer, and 3) dress. You want someplace that will make
beautiful pictures, someone that will take those beautiful pictures
and you want to look beautiful in those pictures. Once you have
your top 3 priorities, make a checklist of what you want in those
areas to help keep you on track and not overwhelm yourself.
The Venue is a big budget item that you want to make
sure fits with the idea that you have of your day. Ask important
questions. Ask any questions. Ask all your questions. What kind
of headcount are you expecting to have to accommodate for your
wedding, is the size of the venue appropriate? Do you have an
indoor or outdoor event in mind? Keep in mind, it is better to
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choose something up front that has options and can offer a backup
plan in case of weather or other uncontrollable variables. Trying to
make last minute accommodations and changes can become costly
and very stressful. Plan ahead. Check out the amenities. Do they
have a kitchen? What are the restrictions? Ask for venue restrictions
and requirements. Do they have a “preferred” vendor list that you
have to use exclusively for your event? Look at previous pictures
of past events and weddings, will it allow decoration changes?
What options do you have to be able to decorate and set up so that
your event looks like “YOUR” wedding and not anyone else’s?
arkansasweddingbarn.com
(501) 593-0051

The Photographer is a very important aspect of
your day who will have the enormous task of making sure they
record and get every moment for a memory. Start once again
with a budget idea of what you can and are willing to pay, as they
can vary greatly, ranging from $500 to $8,000+ in Arkansas, and
then start looking within that budget. Look through their online
presence, look at their portfolio and style. Set up a meeting, ask
questions ie.. What does your package include? Bridals? Number
of hours they shoot and cost by hour for day of wedding, second
shooter, videographer? What is their typical turnaround time for
edited pictures after the event? And, most importantly, did you
connect? Did they make you feel easy and comfortable and could
you see yourself smiling and having a good time in a very stressful
situation with this person or persons?

The Dress. Many may feel the caterer or the florist or
even the event planner should be their top priority, and I would
agree that those are all very important roles in your memorable
day. But for me it would definitely be the DRESS. Everything
else will fade with time, but those pictures and that feeling you
get that you will never look more beautiful than you did on your
wedding day would be a foremost factor in my personal priorities.
So keep in mind many factors in your decision of style and type of
dress, including the time of year planned, the temperature typically
expected and the overall wedding setting. Look, Look, Look,
and then Look some more. Try on 100 different dresses so that
when you choose the perfect dress, you walk away knowing IT
was everything you have ever dreamed, and more. You would be
surprised at the number of brides that buy more than one dress.

“There are so many
details of a wedding
that can make it
overwhelming, try to
minimize those by asking
for help and not being
afraid to ask questions.”

The many details that make up a wedding can make it
overwhelming, so try to minimize those by asking for help and not
being afraid to ask questions. Utilize current and technological
tools available that will help with planning and budgeting. Use
free wedding apps to help with timelines, checklists and protocol.
Some practical and money saving tips in the process would be to
use Facebook and other social media to create a “Save the date”
event or video. Use the new nontraditional wedding registry,
dreamfunder.net, to add to your social media and your invites. This
national site allows you to set up your event and all the aspects
of your wedding (wedding day, venue, elopement, destinations,
wedding, the dress, the honeymoon, etc.) in a personal wedding
event registry. Then, you share it on your invites and links to other
social media and instead of having to return unwanted or unused
wedding gifts, it allows friends and family to donate to your event
as their gift. Dreamfunder.net is a helpful tool in trying to manage
and budget your dreams, allowing you to see the dollar amounts
as they are added. It also pays out before and after your wedding
and creates easy and accessible thank-you lists with names and
addresses.
I am a big proponent of being #extra, but I want to feel as if I got
the most bang for my buck on everything, including my wedding
day. I want your day to be everything you ever dreamed and more.
Whether you choose to use one of my venues (The Wedding Barn
and Event Center at Carter Reaper Farms or our newly renovated
“stables” built originally by Winthrop Rockefeller) or wherever
you choose, remember this. No matter what happens, you will look
beautiful and you get to spend the rest of your life with the love of
your life. Happy Planning! 
“My most brilliant achievement was my ability to be
able to persuade my wife to marry me.”
~ W inston Ch urchill
SearcyLiving.com 47

Financial Focus:

S mart

Financial Moves For
‘Gig’ Economy Workers
Not that long ago, most people worked for some type of an organization, such as a business or

the government or a school district. But today, more and more workers are going their own way and joining
what’s known as the “gig” economy. If you will be one of them, you’ll want to make the right moves to
advance your financial goals in what can be a challenging work environment.

But first, you may find some comfort in knowing the
prevalence of gig work. About 36 percent of U.S. workers are now
gig workers, according to a study from the Gallup organization,
which defines the gig economy as one made up of a variety of
arrangements – independent contractors, online platform workers,
contract workers, on-call workers, temporary workers and
freelancers. People join the gig economy for many reasons, but
most of them, like you, could benefit by considering these actions:
 Establish your own retirement plan. When you’re
a full-time employee, your employer may offer a 401(k) or
similar retirement plan. But as a gig worker, you need to save for
your own retirement. Fortunately, you’ve got a lot of attractive
options. Depending on your circumstances, you might be able to
open a SEP-IRA or even a “solo” or “owner-only” 401(k), which
offers many of the same features of an employer-sponsored
401(k). Both these plans allow you to make pre-tax contributions,
which can lower your taxable income. Plus, your earnings can
grow on a tax-deferred basis. (Keep in mind that taxes will be
due upon withdrawal, and any withdrawals you make before you
turn 59 ½ may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.)
 Create an emergency fund. Working in the gig
economy can bring rewards and risks. And one of those risks
is unpredictable – and often uneven – cash flow. This can be a
cause for concern during times when you face a large unexpected
expense, such as a major car repair or medical bill. To avoid
dipping in to your long-term investments to pay for these costs,
you should establish an emergency fund containing at least six
months’ worth of living expenses, with the money kept in a
liquid, low-risk account.
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 Address your protection needs. Many companies
provide some life insurance as a benefit to their employees,
though the coverage is often inadequate. But, as is the case with
your retirement plan, you will need to meet your own protection
needs if you work in the gig economy. In addition to purchasing
enough life insurance to protect your family, you also may want
to consider disability insurance. A financial professional can
help you determine what types of coverage, and how much, you
require.
 Keep track of your expenses. If you do your gig
work out of your home, you may be able to deduct some of
your expenses – phone lines, utilities, internet, newspapers,
equipment, mileage and so on – from your taxes. Consequently,
you will need to track all these costs. And you will need to
consult with your tax advisor on what can, and can’t, be claimed
as a business necessity.
These aren’t the only moves you may need to make as a gig
worker – but they can help provide you with a steady path in a
world in which you can’t always tell what lies around the corner.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
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G abby & J ust i n :
A

Real Life

Fairytale
By Cecelia Wilson
Life is not a fairytale, but periodically life hands out select moments that are absolutely magical.

For Gabby Hannah and Justin Potter, the first of those moments began simply enough with a chance meeting at the
Bentonville Community Center in 2017.
Justin, a marketing graduate from Louisiana State University,
was working at ConAgra in Bentonville every day and coaching
his former swim team at BCC each night. Whether he ever
subscribed to the “love at first sight” mantra or not, he was about
to become a wholehearted believer in the phrase. One night,
by chance, he looked up and saw a beautiful young woman
walking down a nearby staircase on her way to work out. Life
would never be the same again. He instinctively knew she was
“something special” but, first things first, he had to ask her out.
It was a slow process. For weeks, Justin simply watched
her enter the facility. With a little detective work, he soon
learned her name. “I was captivated by her, but did not have
the confidence to make an introduction. I finally worked up
the courage to talk to Gabby one night.” Despite his newfound
bravado, his first attempt at conversation was lackluster. Saying
she looked familiar, he asked if she had attended Bentonville
High School. When she suggested he might be thinking of her
cousin, the discussion faltered, and she continued walking to
her class. He did, however, open the door for her as she left the
center later that evening.
Several weeks later he was determined to make his move, yet
he stood transfixed as she walked down the stairs and out of
sight once more. A minute later, though, she left her class for a
drink of water and Justin knew it was now or never. Muttering
a quick prayer and taking a deep breath, he quickly approached
her and asked for her phone number. Thankfully, Gabby’s
interest had been piqued by him as well, so, comfortable in the
information she had discovered about him, she agreed to give
Justin her number.
Their first date was over dinner. “He opened every door.
He checked all the boxes; he was everything parents put in
your head,” Gabby says enthusiastically. Dates became more
frequent while Justin continued his career at ConAgra and

Gabby, a graduate of the University of Arkansas, worked on
completing her nursing degree in the fast track program at
Northwest Arkansas College. Soon they were inseparable, and
Justin bought a house (with input from Gabby) as he planned
for the day he would bring his new bride there to live with him.
Fast forward to another of those amazing moments in time.
Gabby and Justin were visiting his parents, Mark and Helen
Potter, at their residence near Tyler, Texas in September 2018.
After a fun day on the lake behind the Potter home, a storm
blew into the area. By the time both couples were ready to walk
down to the boathouse for dinner, the storm had ended, the skies

The surprise
engagement at Justin’s
parents’ lake home in
Chandler, TX.
were crisp and clear, and the lake sparkled with anticipation.
Gabby turned to find Justin down on one knee with a box in
his hand from Byron’s Jewelry. As if on cue, a double rainbow
appeared in the sky, and Gabby heard the applause of her family
and closest friends who were present, thanks to Justin’s weeks
of pre-planning.
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Incorporating family into their plans was important in all aspects
of the wedding as well. A selection of diamonds passed down from
Justin’s maternal grandmother and great-grandmother were provided to
Byron’s Jewelry to include in Gabby’s engagement ring and wedding
band. Justin’s wedding gift to Gabby was a solitaire necklace, also made
from one of his grandmother’s diamonds. The bride gave her groom a
Raymond Weil watch that Conley Graphics engraved with their wedding
date and “Love, Gabby.” At the rehearsal dinner, Judge Craig Hannah
and his wife Mitzi gave their daughter a ring with family meaning of its
own to wear for her “something blue” on her wedding day. The blue
topaz (Mitzi’s birthstone) is surrounded by diamonds and sapphires
(Craig’s birthstone) that Craig had purchased for Mitzi years before. A
diamond Fleur-de-lis, the symbol of Gabby’s sorority, graces the corner
of the topaz as a nod to Justin and his family who have deep ties to
Louisiana.
Continued 

Engagement AFTER-PARTY
At Chandler, Texas

“...Life hands out select moments that are absolutely magical.”

Beach Engagements
At Seaside & Carillon Beach, FL
Photos by Kristin Railton
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Bridesmaids dress Shopping
& Bachelorette party
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Hometown
Engagements
Taken in Searcy, AR
Photos by Taylor Howard

 Gabby & Her Dad,
Judge Craig Hannah
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On June 8, 2019, one of the ultimate in life’s moments occurred for
Gabby and Justin. In true storybook fashion, the couple wed at the
breathtakingly beautiful Goodwin Manor in Little Rock. The rural
setting was idyllic, the view stunning, and the wedding party, courtesy
of She Said Yes Bridal of Rogers, looked immaculate. Each groomsman
looked impeccable in Venetian wool, single-breasted Michael Kors
Navy tuxes with platinum Windsor ties. The bridesmaids wore fulllength blue mist Alfred Sung chiffon knit halter neckline dresses with
low V-backs. But it was the bride’s grand entrance that rivaled that of
any storybook princess. Gabby’s mermaid dress from Martina Liana
had a plunging V-neckline accentuated with lace straps and a sheer,
lace-adorned bodice. Soft French lace and textural lace created bold
patterns over an imperial crepe gown, while low-sheer cutouts on
either side of the gown extended to a V-back accented by illusion tulle
as pearls and bugle beading sparkled throughout the design.
For family and friends, it was an emotional event to treasure. Even
the candelabras (heirlooms from Gabby’s great-grandmother) bathed
the couple in a soft glow. It was a fairytale day the two will be able
to pull out and remember whenever life’s days become routine, tragic,
or complicated.
Life is full of highs and lows that every couple must learn to
navigate. And though life may not be a fairytale, with memorable
moments scattered throughout the years Gabby and Justin will be able
to write their own unique happy ending together. 

“When I watched her play dress up
in my wedding gown, I could only imagine what her
special day would be like and pray she found someone
as wonderful as her dad. She did!!! We are truly
blessed with the sweetest, kindest daughter.
Love you Gabby!!!”
–Mitzi Hannah, Gabby’s Mom

“Gabby & Justin will be able to write their own unique happy ending together.”

Photo by Taylor Howard
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Wedding Rehearsal
for Gabby & Justin
Photos by Searcy Living
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Gabby’s
Bridal Shower
Photos by Searcy Living
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The Wedding
Photos by Lela & Lyla
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The Pickle Home
An Inside Look at One of the
Legacy Homes of Harding
By Ashley Hannagan

U

pon arriving at the home of Durwood and Louise Pickle, it
was quite apparent that Durwood’s first love was architecture. As a
young man in Dallas, TX he owned a successful architectural business
and bore responsibility for the blueprints of countless big city buildings;
most notably, the University Tower of Durham, N.C. Louise had spent her
career as school librarian in the neighboring town of Richardson. Both were
widowed while still young due to sudden illness; but, as we began talking
with the couple, it seemed as though they were always meant to be.
Durwood first made his current wife’s acquaintance during a visit to Louise’s
church nearly thirty years ago, and they have been inseparable ever since. Shortly
after they wed, they both decided retirement was due them, and that was when
they first entertained the notion of leaving a place which they had called home the
majority of their lives. One of Louise’s sons, Steve Lake, had chosen to continue
his education at Harding, later settling down and beginning his own family.
Louise’s grandchildren have always been her central focus, giving her further
incentive for why they should relocate to the quiet, welcoming community of
Searcy, AR. Collectively, their growing family consists of four [married] sons,
thirteen [married] grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. One day, Steve
(now a current university employee) shared with his mother during one of their
weekly phone conversations the plan for new additions to be made near the
campus. He suggested she and Durwood seize the once-in-a-life-time opportunity,
while the home buying market was thriving, and while they were still healthy
“He was ecstatic to find out that he would be given the
liberty to design the home almost entirely on his own.”

 One of our personal favorites is a scene
displaying the tragedy that occurred at the
WTC in New York City on September 11,
2001. There are no words to convey that which
is captured on that canvas.
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enough to make a move. That way, Steve reasoned, they would be able to relax
and enjoy retirement in the company of their many grandchildren.
Since their retirement, there have been changes other than just location; the
couple’s interests have changed as well. We asked the couple what activities they
enjoy more of, since being retired leaves a lot of extra time to do things. Durwood
says he loves to paint, and we think he does so extremely well. Old habits still
die hard, though. He was ecstatic to find out that he would be given the liberty
to design the home almost entirely on his own. Save for a few guidelines to
encourage uniformity, he did so, start to finish. The front door opens to a spacious
great room with beautifully vaulted ceilings, which we were surprised to learn
was a single level, and not a two story as it appears from outside. The expansive

“Louise’s grandchildren have always been her
central focus, giving her further incentive for why they
should relocate to the quiet, welcoming community of
Searcy, AR.”
space from the floor to the ceilings was created intentionally, so
Durwood would have plenty of room to display his artwork. We can
immediately see why. The first painting we noticed was a replica
of the well-known work Mona Lisa. It is such a fine piece, that at
first glance, it could be easily mistaken for the real one; it looks
incredibly authentic. As we entered the dining room area there were
other replicas of timeless classics; for example, a work officially
named Arrangement in Grey and Black No. 1 which is more widely
known as Whistler’s Mother. Just above the sink in the kitchen and
at the end of a long, connected hallway, are exhibits of carefully
painted candles. Curious about the idea behind those pieces, we
inquired what had been the source of inspiration. We learned that
it came from an art show which Durwood had previously held at
the Charles W. Eismann Center for Performing Arts in Richardson,
TX. Louise, smiling, informed us there had originally been about
fifteen of these paintings, but that with a family as large as theirs,
many were gifted on special occasions to their numerous children
and grandchildren. In fact, she says, they gift paintings quite often,
because Durwood is “always painting something.” His art studio
proves this as true, and we were privileged to be able to view several
of his works in progress, and a great deal already completed. One of
our personal favorites is a scene displaying the tragedy that occurred
 Continued on next page

 The front door opens to a spacious great room with beautifully
vaulted ceilings.
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at the WTC in New York City on September 11, 2001. There are no words to
convey that which is captured on that canvas. As for Louise, she said she spends
much of her free time shopping, as she is a collector of many antiques and textiles.
She allowed us a sneak peak of her collection, many of which came from all over
the world. Louise says she has been collecting things for at least fifty years. Of
course, shopping is actually her second hobby, and she only does so between the
precious moments she spends with her grandchildren.
Before leaving, they had one more thing to show us — saving the best for last.
It is the room she calls her favorite — the Texas room. The room is full of all
things Texas, with doors opening out onto a relaxing patio, which even contains
a large (Texas style) grill. In this room, she stores her keepsakes from summer
camps she attended as a young girl, along with other mementos to take her “back
home” whenever she chooses. But, they say, have no fear—they absolutely love it
here! We enjoyed being in their company, as they extended their Texas hospitality
towards us. We loved each of the specially designed rooms of their forever home,
and we’re so glad they chose to come here. Also, we are grateful that they love our
town, because we sure do, too! 

 Durwood says he loves to paint, and we think he does so extremely well.
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“As for Louise, she said she spends much of
her free time shopping, as she is a collector of
many antiques and textiles.”

 Just above the sink in
the kitchen and at the
end of a long, connected
hallway, are exhibits
of carefully painted
candles.
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Searcy Rotary Club

A Civic Club On The Move

Rotary Club
of Searcy
Serving Searcy for 60 Years • Find us on facebook
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By Isabella Davis

S

itting in a normal, everyday 9th grade
English class with one of my fellow soon to be first year
staffers, the door swung open and the future chief editor
of the 2018-2019 yearbook came into the room and asked
for Estella Cordero and me. I knew at that moment my high
school career would be changed forever. I had been anticipating
for over three weeks to find out if I was going to be on yearbook
staff. My new editor, Morgan Weithman, told us the long
awaited news that we would be on staff. Excitement consumed
us, but then we just went back to class and everything went
back to normal. At the time, I did not realize how life-changing
yearbook would be.
As the school year was coming to an
end, my yearbook journey was just
beginning. It was time to sell ads.
The Monday before the start
of summer break, I met the
rest of the yearbook staff at
McDonald’s. With these people
I hardly knew, I would be riding
in a car, with no air-conditioning, all
day long. We grew closer each minute as we
drove every road in Beebe and the surrounding areas.
The first day of school always brings an extra load of stress,
but when I walked into the foreign atmosphere of yearbook, I felt
peace. These people that were strangers to me became family in
a matter of a week. I have always had a hard time feeling like
I am welcomed in different groups, but yearbook was different.
The upperclassmen taught me new things everyday and took me
under their wing in order to train me for higher positions in the
upcoming years. Within two months, I was picking photos for the
yearbook and editing them all by myself! This newfound interest
was becoming my love and I did not want to be anywhere but the
yearbook room.
Coming into the second semester of my 10th grade year, things
only sped up. In a month’s time, we had around 100 pages due for

the next few of deadlines of the yearbook. Stress filled the air as we
frantically wrote stories and looked at all the final touches. I never
thought we would finish the book. Throughout the process there
were a few struggles and a lot of late nights, but we got it done.
We finished our last spread on February 25th, and then proceeded
to turn in spreads for the Arkansas Scholastic Press Association
(ASPA) for our first time! The Beebe High School Yearbook Staff
had never competed in state-wide competitions before, and I was
honored to be a part of such an amazing opportunity. After all the
spreads were submitted to Jostens and all the spreads we wanted
to submit to ASPA were in, there was a silence in yearbook room.
This silence had never been felt in the yearbook room, as it was
normally always bustling with new story ideas.
Having never thought this would be
something in my life that could be
missed, I found myself anxious to
start working on another project.
That next project I found myself
working on was something that
I had worked to prove I could do
all year long. I would be filling out my
editor application. I knew from the moment I
started yearbook, I wanted to become one of the first junior
editors in Beebe High School history. As everyone on yearbook
staff is so talented, I knew that I had some steep competition, so
I researched. And the more I found myself searching the internet
and asking our current editor questions, the more I fell in love with
the idea of designing a yearbook. This passion carried me to one of
the biggest achievements of my life: becoming an editor. Assistant
Business Manager, Brooklyn Russell, became my co-editor and I
could have not been any happier.
We later went to ASPA and found out that we had won many
awards for things throughout the book including a “Best of ASPA!”
It is very pleasing to find out that all of the emotional blood, sweat,
and tears that went into something is appreciated by others.
Through the whole experience of creating a published book,

“My ordinary life has now become
extraordinary with yearbook.”
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the most rewarding thing to know is that I have gained a family.
Yearbook is a family. Even though two members of our staff are
leaving to go off to college to both pursue degrees in a form of
journalism, they have left a mark on me and have helped mold me
into the person I have become today. These new traits that I have
acquired from them, I will be able to pass down to new staffers who
will hopefully have the same amazing yearbook experience that
I have had. My ordinary life has now become extraordinary with
yearbook. 

Awards Won at ASPA:
Morgan Weithman & Isabella Davis - Excellent
for Special Coverage
Morgan Weithman & Skilar Maddox - Excellent
for Academic Layout, Superior and Best of ASPA for Yearbook
Student Life Layout
BHS Yearbook Staff - Honorable Mention for Clubs
Layout, Honorable Mention for Index Layout, Honorable
Mention for Cover Design, Excellent Theme Development

“To me, yearbook means that my creativity and my hard
work gets a place to be recognized. Through the stories,
the side bars, and the interviews, I am allowed to report
all angles of high school. Even when it’s really frustrating
or stressful, I am grateful for yearbook because I get to
share others’ stories with the entire school, meaning that
not only am I being recognized for my writing skills or
photography, but the people I capture are also being seen.”

Morgan Weithman - Excellent for People Layout,
Excellent for Sports Layout

-Brooklyn Russell, 10 (Co-Editor for upcoming yearbook)

“[Yearbook is] my life, passion and hard work. It is where
I learned what I wanted to do with my life.”
-Tennyson Douglas, 12 (Current Photo Editor)
“Yearbook means a place where I can not only document
the year and grow skills I need to develop, but I also get to
represent my school and create a book that will be looked
at and loved for decades to come.”
-Laurel Hill, 11 (Business Manager)
“Yearbook is a family for me. It is where I can be
creative with my work.”
-Skilar Maddox, 11 (Assistant Copy Editor)

“Yearbook gives me a chance to share the kids’ stories who don’t
get told. I can share with my student body the football story that
everyone will know by the end of the year, but with an interview
from a kid who doesn’t get noticed by the fans. Yearbook means
that I can express my creative flare while also making a physical
publication that I and other students can hold onto for years to
come. It means that I can look back in ten years and see what was
happening to my peers. And I can see either how I myself have
grown, or how I’ve forgotten how to be young and have just fallen
into a boring life. I think the most important part of yearbook is
not for this year. No one honestly needs to read it this year because
everything just happened. But it’s for our future selves, to see the
difference that we’ve made and where we came from.”

-Morgan Weithman, 12 (Current Chief Editor)

“Yearbook is more than just creating a book for students to
look at at the end of the school year. Yearbook is spending
quality time with staff and making efforts to design a book
full of memories for the whole school.”
-Estella Cordero, 10 (Assistant Copy Editor)
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It benefits you!

You keep money in
your local economy

Small
businesses
employ
over 50
percent of
our nation’s
workforce

schools supported

Local businesses
rent/buy commercial
locations keeping
buildings from
being vacant and
unattractive

money in community
Celebrate the
uniqueness of your
community with
hometown ownership

Make this
community a
destination with
original businesses

more local taxes pave roads
Hometown entrepreneurs
are the main donors to
multitudes of charitable
events/causes (remember
where silent auction
items and donated
services come from)

Produced by
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Hometown Entrepreneurs.
At

We love to tell their stories!
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Then And Now
• A Petit Jean Proposal •
By Mandy Lawson

W

hen Christine Walker (Searcy
Living) and a friend went to Petit Jean for
the day, they knew they would take amazing
pictures because Arkansas is beautiful, and you always
want to capture memories when you go out on an
adventure. What they didn’t know is that they would
stumble upon a couple about to make memories of their
own.
It was a gorgeous day. The sky was blue, the trees a
vibrant green, and the rushing sound of the waterfall filled
the air. A couple was looking at the majesty around them
as Christine and a friend walked into view. Then, as Jon
got down on one knee, Christine grabbed her camera and
captured every sweet moment of his proposal to Karrissa.
Jon Jackson is originally from New Jersey and Karrissa
is from here in Arkansas. Their romance sparked online and
their first date was at a little Mexican restaurant in small
town, Beebe. Karrissa said he even got lost trying to get
there. As they conversed over chips and salsa, their love
blossomed.
After the waterfall proposal, the couple was married on
March 22, 2017, at Hatter’s Lighthouse in North Carolina.
They became a family and welcomed a precious baby in
December of that year.
Having their proposal captured on camera was such a
blessing. It’s amazing to see their love story has deepened
over the years. They continue to grow in love as they raise
their family together. Isn’t love a beautiful thing? 

“ Isn’t love a beautiful thing? ”
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Jon & Karrissa’s
Proposal

“ They continue to grow in love as
they raise their family together.”
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Bulbs

and

Butterflies
By Cecelia Wilson

A

s a child, Master Gardener Liz Howell spent many

nights with both grandmothers. No doubt those times were special
and bonded the two generations, but it was the time outside those
homes that left the deepest impression on young Liz and led to a lifelong
obsession — gardening. Whether it was admiring daffodils on one family
farm or transplanting a plant from one flowerbed to her own, flowers have
held a special place in Liz’s heart. As she explains, “Gardening gives me
lots of joy. I feel closer to God through nature.”
The eight acres where she and her husband Charlie call home on Tater Hill
has been transformed over the years into a flower lover’s dream. Pocket gardens
and flower beds abound with a variety of flowers that change in focus from year
to year, ranging from daffodils and salvia to fairy roses and day lilies. With
the addition of more pollinator-friendly flowers and plants, the acreage literally
comes alive with hummingbirds, bees, and (perhaps Mrs. Howell’s favorite)
monarch butterflies. The sights, the smells, and the activity are enjoyed by
friends, garden clubs, and children, including their six grandchildren who were
each allowed to release a monarch butterfly from its habitat.
Raising milkweed, the only plant monarch caterpillars can eat, is part of
the habitat Howell has developed to see the growth from egg, larva and pupa
to adult. Howell calls it “a magical thing” and loves sharing it with children
so they, too, can experience the wonder of it all. Surprisingly, the lifespan of
most monarch butterflies is extremely short: 2-6 weeks. But those born in late
summer migrate to Mexico in the fall and live through the winter. When they
leave the trees in Mexico, the skies are flooded with splashes of orange and
black in a flurry of activity as they migrate northward for the spring.
Maintaining the lovely garden means many hours of work and, with the
exception of an occasional helper assisting with 100 bags of mulch, Liz does
most of the work herself. “Charlie mows and is willing to offer a hand,” she
shares, “but he doesn’t love doing it like I do.” Employed by Harding University
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“

Gardening gives me lots of joy.
I feel closer to God through nature.

”

for 24 years, Howell is the Vice President for Alumni and Parent Relations
at Harding, and she and her husband are Realtors® with Dalrymple. She
is the past president of the Arkansas Federation of Garden Clubs, on the
National Board of Garden Clubs, a member of the Greenkeepers Garden
Club, serves on the Searcy Beautification Committee, and led the project
of the First Ladies Garden on the Harding campus. So how does she find
time to maintain the plants and the beds and raise Monarch butterflies on
Tater Hill? “It is my therapy,” she laughs. “I don’t have sprinklers, so I
drag hoses to water the plants. It clears the cobwebs out of my soul. It is
my idea of the perfect time, and I call it exercise.”
It is a passion she has enjoyed throughout her lifetime and she is equally
passionate about passing it on to future generations, especially to her
grandchildren. “Children need to experience gardening to fall in love with
nature and with the spiritual connection; they need to become gardeners.
After all, life began in a garden!” And for Liz, that is as true in her own life
as it was for Adam and Eve.
As a child, she walked with her grandmothers through gardens and fields
of flowers and plants, experiencing the wonder, the color, and hum of
activity within those confines. What better way to escape from the daily
grind of our technological age than to take a moment and walk through a
garden and let its fragrance soothe your soul? Perhaps Tater Hill has the
answer to life’s stress in a red petal or the orange wing of a butterfly. Or
perhaps, Liz’s favorite poem sums it up best:

What Is Success?
To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and
the affection of children; to earn the appreciation of honest critics and
endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate the beauty; to find
the best in others; to leave the world a bit better, whether by a healthy
child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even
one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is to have
succeeded!”
– Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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“
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Children need to experience gardening
to fall in love with nature and with
the spiritual connection...

”

“The sights, the smells, and the
activity are enjoyed by friends,
garden clubs, and children...”

“

What better way to escape from
the daily grind of our technological
age than to take a moment and
walk through a garden and let its
fragrance soothe your soul?

”
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“

Whether it was admiring daffodils on one family farm or
transplanting a plant from one flowerbed to her own,
flowers have held a special place in Liz’s heart.
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Searcy Native Profile:

Dr. Kirk Reynolds

S

ometimes people complain about brain drain “It is also very valuable to have close relationships with physical
within the state of Arkansas – a situation in which therapists around the state from my time as a therapist,” he says.
educated or professional people move to other regions “This helps the ‘team’ communicate better and improves outcomes
for better pay or preferred living conditions. But after living for my patients.”
In recent years, much more emphasis has been placed on physical
in Northwest Arkansas and Colorado, Searcy native Dr. Kirk
Reynolds decided to remain in central Arkansas with his wife, therapy as a critical component of recovery from sports injuries, in
particular. Says Dr. Reynolds, “Physical therapy is a crucial part
Kimberly Krulin Reynolds, to raise their children.
Dr. Reynolds is a board-certified orthopedic surgeon at of getting our injured athletes back to play. I tell all of my patients
OrthoArkansas, specializing in sports medicine, with specific that I can do a surgery, but it is up to them and the therapist to get
expertise in shoulder, knee, ankle and elbow. But his path didn’t them ready to play again. The surgeon, the patient and the therapist
are like the three legs of a stool. I cannot be successful as a surgeon
take the most common trajectory.
without the other two legs doing their part.”
After graduating from Searcy
Advances
in
cartilage
High School in 1994, where he
reconstruction
in
the
knee
played basketball and golf, he
and
patient-matched
shoulder
attended the University of Arkansas,
replacements are of particular
“The surgeon, the patient
and then received a master’s degree
interest to Dr. Reynolds.
in physical therapy from the
and the therapist are like
“Right now I am most excited
University of Central Arkansas.
about the progress we are making
the three legs of a stool.”
Dr. Reynolds practiced physical
in cartilage surgery for the knee,”
therapy in northwest and central
he says. The procedure is called
Arkansas for four years with a
MACI, and it is essentially growing
strong interest in orthopedic injuries
the patient’s own cartilage cells and placing them back into the
and rehabilitation.
After attending medical school at UAMS in Little Rock, he knee to prevent or delay the need for knee replacement.
“Being able to grow a patient’s own cartilage cells and replace
completed his orthopedic surgery residency at UAMS in 2012. He
then completed a fellowship in sports medicine and shoulder surgery them into the knee using this procedure has been a real game
at CU Sports Medicine and the University of Colorado. While in changer for a lot of my patients,” he says. “We need to keep
Colorado, Dr. Reynolds served as an assistant team physician for people’s knees healthy and avoid the need for knee replacement
the University of Colorado Buffaloes and the University of Denver early in life. With MACI we can do that.”
The FDA approved the procedure in January 2017, and Dr.
Pioneers.
“I became interested in orthopedic surgery during the summer Reynolds has performed more than 45 since then. In terms of
between my first and second years of medical school,” he says. volume, he is among the top three surgeons in Arkansas performing
“One of my good friends was an orthopedic surgery resident this procedure.
“I am also excited about the progress we are making in shoulder
at UAMS at the time and piqued my interest. I then had the
opportunity to shadow an orthopedic surgeon in Little Rock for replacement with the use of 3D printing and computer-aided
planning,” he says. “This allows me to essentially do the surgery
about six weeks, and I was hooked!”
He says his experience as a physical therapist helps him better on the computer before taking a patient to the operating room.”
Dr. Reynolds’ wife, Kimberly, is a gynecologist at The West
educate his patients about their own rehabilitation and recovery.
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Little Rock Women’s Clinic. They have two children, Olivia,
4, and Liam, 2, and are expecting another little boy in May. He
and his family are avid fans of the Arkansas Razorbacks and
members of Second Presbyterian Church.
He offers advice to parents of young athletes: “Do not let your
child concentrate too heavily on one sport. They need to play
multiple sports in order to be a healthy, well-rounded athlete.
I see too many injuries to young athletes associated with yearround travel teams – mostly baseball and soccer. Also, remember
to have fun. There are no college scholarships or professional
contracts being handed out during youth sports seasons.” 

“Do not let your child concentrate too heavily
on one sport. They need to play multiple
sports in order to be a healthy, well-rounded
athlete. ...Also, remember to have fun.”
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We would like to thank
all the advertisers and
readers that make this
magazine possible!

We are hometown owned
and hometown proud!

your hometown magazine

84 Your Hometown Magazine

SearcyLiving.com 85

What Is The

H ope Believe
Foster Care
& Adoption
Boutique?
* The Imagine and Believe Foster
Care and Adoption Boutique
is simply a room in the Searcy
Living business office that we have
dedicated for use in helping foster
& adoptive families, and sometimes
emergency situations. Our awesome
Searcy Living readers bring in
donations, enabling foster parents
to be able to ‘shop’ for what
they need for foster, adopted and
disadvantaged children, at no cost.
Our office is located at 812 S. Main
Street in Searcy. We welcome
gently used or new items. Thank
you, Searcy, for your generosity
and time spent to support the Foster
Care Boutique!

L o cated I n

Imagine a world where every
child has a safe loving home.
Believe it can happen!
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Tha n k Y ou to a l l

Volunteers & Donors!

Thank you to
the White County
Democrat Club

A Special Thank You to

Shofar Ladies Bible Class
First United Methodist Church

Thank you
to Stallion
Transportation
Group
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Thank you for making the

a HUGE success!
s the Imagine & Believe Foundation grows, our need for support grows also. It is a tremendous job
A
sorting clothing, coordinating volunteers and contacting foster and adoptive families to see how we can serve them.
So this year, we held our very first fundraiser. We had NO IDEA what to expect, but we knew that since it was our first
fundraiser, we needed to keep our expectations reasonable no matter what the needs are.
The response was so amazing! We would like to thank everyone who made this event possible. All day, desserts that people
labored for hours creating just poured in. The bidding on the desserts went on until the last possible moment, the violin player
was spectacular, and the atmosphere was full of joy. We raised nearly $10,000 and our dessert auction sold out ONE HUNDRED
PERCENT! It was a stormy evening, but in spite of the awful weather the event was very well attended and every dessert and
basket donated was absolutely incredible! THANK YOU to ALL who contributed desserts, time and donations. What an amazing
community we live in! Prayers are always appreciated as we continue to grow and serve. We have many exciting updates to tell
you about in the next issue of Searcy Living:)

88 Your Hometown Magazine

“We would like to thank
everyone who made this
event possible.”
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Carol Brown

Thank You!

VFW Auxiliary

five below
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Thank You Harding
Students
For your donation of beds and
other belongings!

Thanks For All Your Help!
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Fab
With Amanda Lutrell

THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE (YOUR) HOME
PART 5: WOOD FURNITURE

H

ave you ever gone to a store or flea market and found a piece of wood furniture that is just the right
price, style, shape, and size, but the color was just not right for your space? That’s exactly what happened to me when
searching for a side table for my living room! I found one that was perfect in every way except it had a dark mahogany finish on it and
I was looking for a much lighter finish. I did not let this little detail deter me though, because I knew that it would be a great opportunity
to customize it and turn it into a one of a kind piece for my room!
When modifying a piece of wood furniture that is not the right color, generally the first thought that comes to mind is to paint it;
however there is another option, stripping the piece down to the natural color. I chose this option for my side table because not only will
it make the piece lighter in color, it will expose the grain and variations in the wood.
My choice of wood stripper is CitriStrip. It’s a gel so it stays put on vertical surfaces without dripping or running. It also contains no
methylene chloride or NMP and is safe for indoor use. However, if you have a large piece of furniture to strip I would recommend doing
this project outside simply because of the mess that is involved. If you choose to do your project indoors, make sure that you have your
floors well protected. I made sure that my drop cloths extended at least 2 feet beyond the perimeter of my table and used multiple layers.

1

*Note: Please read the entire back label of any
wood stripper before use.
I began by putting on chemical-resistant gloves,
shaking the bottle of CitriStrip well, and pouring
some into a container.

3
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2

Using a paint brush, I applied the CitriStrip
liberally over the entire surface of the table and
then allowed it to for sit for approximately an
hour. (Time will vary depending on how many
old layers of finish are on your piece. See the
back label of the bottle for specifics.)

After letting the wood stripper do its magic,
I used a plastic stripping tool to gently scrape
off the old finish. For the rounded surfaces
and recesses I used a stripping brush. (Not a
wire brush as this would scratch up the wood’s
surface.) A toothpick or toothbrush can also be
useful.

4

If necessary, repeat steps 2 and 3 until you are
satisfied with the finish on your piece. I left a little
of the dark stain in the grain and recesses to add a
bit of a rustic and antiqued look.

Before

5

I wiped my table down with paper towels and allowed
to dry completely. (I would recommend about 24
hours.) I then took a fine sanding block and went over
the entire surface to remove any residue. *Note: If you
are stripping a wood piece in order to repaint or stain
it, clean the piece with mineral spirits.

After

This little side table is not only perfect in style, shape
and size, but now in color, and is a great addition to my
room!
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Smoked Sausage, Peppers & Onions
Back in the early 80’s, when we were first married and lived in Oklahoma, we, like
many others, would go to the Oklahoma State Fair during the autumn. The rides have always been
what drew me to carnivals and fairs, but in Oklahoma people will literally buy a ticket for admission
and wait in lines of HUNDREDS of folks for... the food. Not even kidding. The booth for homemade
cinnamon rolls had probably the longest line and those silly rolls were HUGE! Another booth that
smelled heavenly was the booth that had smoked sausage and this stir fried looking melange on a bun. I
had no clue what all was in it, but I was on a mission to at least duplicate the smell. We were poor back
then and never actually PURCHASED the food at the fair; we just enjoyed the fragrance then went
home and ate. This is my version of that very famous food at the fair, although I have no idea what it
was. We’ve been enjoying this on a regular basis for over 30 years and we hope you enjoy it as well.
Got rid of the bun years ago when I discovered it was SO much better served with rice.

sauté
2 Tbsp butter
1 pound package smoked sausage (Kroger and
Walmart both sell better types with no nitrites or
MSG), cut in 1/4” slices
1 large onion (sweet yellow or purple work great
in this), cut in thin wedges
1 large green bell pepper (orange or red are fine
too), cut in about 1” chunks

In a large skillet sauté the smoked sausage, onions, and peppers
in the butter over medium heat until the onion is transparent; add
garlic and cook just a minute more.

serve
Remove from heat and serve over mounds of hot basmati rice.
(Basmati rice smells like popcorn when cooking!). Enjoy!

1/2 tsp freshly minced garlic
Prepared basmati rice (refer back to the Baked
Rice recipe in a previous SEARCY LIVING issue)

Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook, Cartwheels In The Kitchen,
is available at Midnight Oil Coffee House, as well as through
Tanya by e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the Makonde Team
mission work in Tanzania, Africa.
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Across
4. Shelby recommends to find
someone you can be _______.
6. What is the most popular season for
weddings?
8. Yearbook class brought _______
when the first day of school always
brings stress.

I don’t have wings, but
i can fly. I don’t have
eyes, but I will cry.
What am I?

Down
1. What is the name of Mr. and Mrs. Cooper’s
puppy?
2. For Tina, a personal priority is the wedding
_______.
3. Bobby was stationed in _______.
5. The good news is that we are not _______
and we don’t have to act like them.
7. Incorporating _______ into Gabby &
Justin’s plans was important in all aspects of
the wedding.

What word looks the
same upside down and
backwards?

find the answers
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Keep your head up. God gives His
hardest battles to His strongest
soldiers.

Show your support for life and help raise money
at the same time! Purchase an official Choose Life
Arkansas License Plate for the rear of your car. You
can obtain one through direct purchase from the
Department of Finance and Administration.
Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!
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