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remember the extras

Photo by Ashley Walker

“Don’t Make Me Repeat Myself ” ~ HistoRy

“ if youR actions inspire 
others to dream more, learn 
more, and become more, 

you are a leader.”

~ John Quincy AdAms

“ We Have tHe poWeR to 
make this the best generation 
of mankind in the history of the 
world or make it the last.”

~ John F. Kennedy

“ if you coulD kick 
the person in the pants 
who is responsible for 

most of your trouble, you 
wouldn’t be able to sit for 

a month.”

~ Theodore roosevelT

“ tell tHe tRutH, work 
hard, and come to dinner 

on time.”

~ GerAld r. Ford

“ fReeDoM is neveR MoRe 
than one generation away from 

extinction. It has to be fought 
for and defended by each 

generation.”

~ ronAld reAGAn

“ neveR 
tHRougHout 

HistoRy has a man 
lived a life of ease and 
left a name worth 
remembering.”

~ Theodore roosevelT

“ a people tHat values its 
privileges above its principles 

soon loses both.”

~ dwiGhT d. eisenhower

t he planning for this issue started almost a year ago, and I admit 
the thought of tackling this subject made me a little nervous. To include 

in one issue the whole amazing history of White County is just an impossible 
task. So, we did our best to highlight a few things and a few people who have 
crossed our path, and we are more than hopeful that we can share additional local 
historical stories in future issues.

Out of the ordinary things happen to me on a pretty regular basis. I should not be 
surprised anymore, but I still am when connections happen to complete a story. Our 
feature on Berryhill Park started with a conversation about the first Little League 
team in Arkansas. That conversation lead me to want to cover a history angle on the 
park, but no one I knew had a connection to the Berryhill family. Then one evening 
I was attending a charitable event. At one point the speaker asked the charity’s board 
members to stand - and one of the board members just happened to be a Berryhill. 
There was my connection! In my world, there is no way that was a coincidence. I was 
then able to introduce myself and collect phone numbers for our writer to be able to 
call and get the needed interview.  Amazing.

I always tell my kids that history is important for so many reasons. We want to 
replicate the good we learn and not repeat the mistakes that have been made. I am 
currently walking through the history of World War II with them, and they really 
understand that thought more than ever right now. I do believe a treasure of truth is 
found in this quote by James Monroe: “It is by a thorough knowledge of the whole 
subject that fellow-citizens are enabled to judge correctly of the past and to give a 
proper direction to the future.”

I hope you enjoy this issue and, as always, thank you for reading Searcy Living.
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Spotting a Stroke F.a.S.t.!
By natalie stirrup, Pharm.d. candidate 2021; 

melissa shipp, Pharm.d., BcPs; lana gettman, Pharm.d.

 i F your loved one was having a stroke right in 
front of you, would you know how to help them? 

According to the Arkansas Department of Health, the state 
of Arkansas has one of the highest rates of death from 
stroke in the nation.

what is a stroke? A stroke, also called a “brain attack,” 
happens when the blood supply to the brain is blocked. There 
are two types of strokes. The most common is an ischemic 
stroke which is caused by a blood clot. The second type is a 
hemorrhagic stroke which is caused by a blood vessel rupture 
in the brain. Both types restrict the amount of blood flow to the 
brain. As a result, brain cells are deprived of oxygen and begin 
to die. Strokes cause damage to the brain which can lead to 
permanent disability and death.

what are the signs and symptoms of stroke? In order 
to help someone who might be having a stroke, you need to 
recognize the key signs and symptoms. When one has a stroke, 
they may experience the sudden onset of symptoms such as 
weakness on one side of the body, trouble speaking, severe 
headache, double vision or loss of vision, loss of balance, 
numbness, confusion, and dizziness. To recognize a stroke, 
you can remember the acronym act F.a.s.t.

F – Face: Ask them to smile. Does one side of the face 
droop?

a – arm: Ask them to raise both arms. Is one arm drifting 
downwards?

S – sPeech: Ask them to repeat a simple phrase, like “the 
sky is blue”. Is their speech slurred or hard to understand?

t – time: If you notice any of these signs, it is time to call 
9-1-1 immediately. Also, note the time of the first symptom.

how to prevent a stroke? Strokes are scary, but there 
are steps you can take to reduce your risk of having one. It 
is important to control any health conditions you have that 
increase the risk for stroke such as high blood pressure, atrial 
fibrillation (irregular heartbeat), high cholesterol, and diabetes. 
You can also make healthy eating choices, avoid smoking and 
drinking alcohol, and be sure to get at least 30 minutes of 
moderate physical activity every day.

In the emergency of a stroke, every minute counts. The sooner 
you can get someone experiencing a stroke to the hospital, the 
sooner they can get the medical help that will minimize the 
long-term effects of stroke and reduce their risk of death. By 
knowing the signs and by acting F.a.s.t., you have the ability 
to help save a life.  
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When the neW building for Sunshine School was built in 
2011, there was just not enough money to do much to the 

playground area. Due to the generous donations from Larry Crain 
and Letain DeVore things are about to change. The building was a 
$1.6 million dollar project and was funded completely with community 
donations. However, playground equipment is quite costly and there 
was no money to spare to purchase it.

Last Spring, Letain DeVore donated the property next door to the existing 
school property to Sunshine School. Then Larry Crain approached the school 
hoping to do a project of some sort to honor his late wife, Janett. 

Plans are underway to better prepare the space for drainage, to put 
playground equipment on the existing playground, to add some fencing and 
to provide a half-court basketball court. The new space will be developed 
with a walking trail, a half-court basketball court, some individual exercise 
spaces, and a bocce court that will provide recreational space for the adult 
students at the school.  

SunShine School Gives Thanks

  Letain DeVore donated the property 
next door to the existing school property to 
Sunshine School.

  Larry Crain approached the school 
hoping to do a project to honor his late 
wife, Janett.
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Unity Health Honors Breast Cancer Patients at Annual Luncheon

unity health recently celebrated the 26th 
annual barbara Montgomery Memorial breast 

Cancer awareness luncheon.
The luncheon honored the lives of breast cancer survivors, 

those currently battling and those who have lost their battle 
with the disease. This year’s theme was ‘Beautifully Inspired.’ 
For an artist, each piece is unique and different, but the artist 
goes through the same journey to get to the finished project. 
In our lives, sometimes the journey does not always feel or 
look beautiful, but God can make a masterpiece out of it. 

Local artist, Jason White, created a ‘Beautifully Inspired’ 
canvas throughout the program of a beautiful pink flower. 
Unity Health welcomed Cancer Coordinator at Unity Health 
– White County Oncology, Lisa Hill, RN and breast cancer 
survivor, Debbie Pickens as this year’s speakers.

Hill recently came to Unity Health with almost four decades 
of nursing experience as the clinic’s first Cancer Coordinator. 
She explained how her role is to provide patients with 
education about their diagnosis, introduce them to the rest of 
their healthcare team and guide and support patients through 
the challenges of cancer. She is a registered nurse, trained to 
work side by side with a patients’ physician to ensure quality 
and timely care.

Pickens shared her story of faith and endurance throughout 
her battle in 2018. She spoke on the excellent care provided 
and the friendships she developed with Dr. Ryan Koch and 
the oncology staff. She also shared her last scan showed she 
was still in remission. Ansley Watson, co-anchor of Good 

Afternoon Arkansas on KATV Channel 7, served as emcee 
for the luncheon for the first time. 

According to the National Breast Cancer Foundation, one 
in eight women in the U.S. will be diagnosed with the disease 
in her lifetime. The Breast Cancer Research Foundation said 
it is estimated 271,270 new cases of invasive breast cancer 
in women in the U.S. in 2019 and there are more than 3.5 
million breast cancer survivors alive in the nation today. 
Women ages 40 to 54 should receive mammograms annually.

For more information about cancer services, please 
call White County Oncology at (501) 278-3297. For more 
information concerning breast cancer, visit www.cancer.org. 

  Breast cancer survivor, Debbie Pickens; Good Afternoon 
Arkansas co-anchor, Ansley Watson; Artist, Jason White and 

Cancer Coordinator, Lisa Hill.

  Unity Health celebrated the lives of  breast cancer survivors and those currently battling it, 
and honored those who have lost their battle to the disease.
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thiS iS our SaSSy, fun loving, full of personality  “Kaiser 
Maximilian Lane Kimbrough”. He is a 6 month old Mini 

Schnauzer and is an amazing family dog.
“Bark Kent” and “Superman” are best of friends but have you 

noticed that you never see them in the same room at the same time? 
Coincidence? I think not.

~ Chief Master Sergeant Joseph and Jami Kimbrough

go air ForCe!

Kaiser Maximilian Lane Kimbrough

“Optimism is the faith  
that leads to achievement.  

Nothing can be done without 
 hope and confidence.”

— HeleN Keller
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t he 7th SonS Chapter of the Punishers Law Enforcement Motorcycle 
Club made donations to help area kids and families have a happier holiday 

season.  The club raises funds through donations and activities throughout the 
year, such as their annual charity poker run held in June.  

This year the 7th Sons was proud to be able to help several area charities. The club 
presented a check to Ms. Brandy Bullock with Heroes and Angels.  Heroes and Angels 
helps children with cancer and their families cope with the illness, and also helps military 
families in need.  The chapter helped out with the annual Christmas 4 Kids event in 
Searcy with a check, as well as donating many items for the silent auction held at the 
event recently at the White County Fairgrounds.  Christmas 4 kids gathered enough toys 
and items to help hundreds of area kids this Christmas.  The 7th Sons was also able to 
donate a check to the Beebe Angel Tree program which helps dozens of kids in the area 
have a happier holiday season. 

The 7th Sons is just one chapter among 100’s of chapters worldwide of the Punishers 
Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club. The Chapter has members and prospects in White, 
Lonoke and Pulaski counties and the motto of the club is “In Service to Others.”

LoCAL MoTorCyCLe CLUB 
Helps Spread Holiday Cheer

HeroeS And AnGeLS

L-R  7ths Sons prospects Tyler Mize and Tracy Allen,  7th Sons President Zachary 
Rigsby, Ms Brandy Bullock and 7th Sons Master Sergeant at Arms Kyle Toler.

PreSenTATion To CHriSTMAS 4 KidS

L-R Stephanie and Lynn Sheppard, Theresa Reed, Greg and Debbie Price, 7th Sons 
Master Sergeant at Arms Kyle Toler, 7th Sons Secretary Brent Davis, 7th Sons 

Treasurer Ben Allen, and Dusty and Lori Betts. 
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“Well done is better  
than well said.”
~ Benjamin Franklin

PreSenTATion To AnGeL TreeS

L-R Robin Lightfoot, Paula Cornell, Rose Richardson, 7th Sons 
President Zachary Rigsby, Penny Parchman, 7th Sons Treasurer 
Ben Allen, 7th Sons prospect Tracy Allen, and Tammy Appleton.
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preparationS are Moving along quiCkly 
for the 12th annual International Food Fest to be 

held on Feb. 8 at St. James Catholic Church’s parish 
hall in Searcy.
  “We have been blessed with the wonderful year-to-year turnout,” 
says Mike Willems, who is serving as chairman for a third 
consecutive year.
  From its humble beginning in 2009, the widely acclaimed event 
has witnessed 600 patrons and beyond each year, Willems noted.  
Since its beginning, the IFF has relied on more than 100 volunteers 
to achieve its continued success.
   Willems’ wife, Cathy, who has volunteered in various capacities 
for years, is preparing Maria Weaver, a native of Peru, to assume the 
role as food team leader.
   Cathie Threlkeld will coordinate the silent auction that will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. prior to the start of the meal time at 6:30 p.m. Area 
businesses and industries, along with private citizens, will provide 
items for the silent auction bidding.
  Patrons will proceed along one corridor to sample items from 
nearly two dozen ethnic food stations and return from another aisle 
to the main parish hall area. Rooms throughout the parish hall will 
be designated for specific ethnic foods.
  The IFF’s main attraction has involved ethnic foods spanning the 
globe: the U.S., Mexico, Germany, Puerto Rico, Holland, Italy, 
Scotland, Poland, the Philippines, Belize, Nicaragua, India, Spain, 
Africa, Vietnam and other Asian and Latin American countries.  
The IFF arrangement will include two tents offering varieties from 
the United States and Mexico.
   Advance meal tickets will be $15 and $20 at the door. 
  Two $1,000 raffle drawings will be conducted toward the IFF 
conclusion. 

St. James Catholic Church

international Food FeSt

 Cathy Willems, left, is preparing Maria Weaver to take over 
the role as food team leader for the 12th annual International 
Food Fest Feb. 8 at St. James Catholic Church’s parish hall.
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united Way oF White County Board of Directors President, 
Kristen Richardson presented Phillip Mize, owner of Mize Heating & Air 

Conditioning, with the United Way “Gold Award” recently.  Mize Heating & 
Air Conditioning selected a day to donate part of their proceeds to United 
Way of White County.  The United Way “Gold Award” recognizes individuals 
and businesses who demonstrate an outstanding commitment to service in 
our community.  

Mize Heating & Air Conditioning in Searcy, Arkansas has been providing heating 
and cooling services for over 35 years. They service both commercial and residential 
customers in Searcy, Newport, Cabot and the surrounding areas.  Mize will repair 
and install HVAC products and they offer service agreements.  Phillip Mize has 
a deep commitment to our community and his customers.  This shows through 
Phillip’s generous nature and community involvement.   

United Way of White County is a non-profit agency that focuses on health, 
education, and financial stability.  United Way funds partner agencies in White 
County including: CASA, Child Safety Center,  Special Olympics, White County 
Aging, White County Domestic Violence Prevention & Rape Crisis (which operates 
Hope Cottage), Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts Diamonds, Literacy Council 
of White County, Sunshine School, White County 4-H Foundation, White County 
Single Parent Scholarship Fund, American Red Cross, Jacob’s Place, Newhope 
Specialized Industries, and White County Group Homes.

UnITED WAy gold aWard



24    Your Hometown Magazine

Unity Health, First in the State to implement

G-eo & SaFeGait technoloGy

unity health reCently beCaMe the FirSt 
facility in the state of Arkansas and the first in the 

southern region of the country to add the G-EO System 
to the Acute Inpatient Rehabilitation Center, as well as the 
first in the state to implement SafeGait 360.

The G-EO gait trainer, manufactured by Reha Technology 
AG, is a robotic assisted gait training system that assists patients 
in re-learning to walk after neurological, neurodegenerative and 
orthopaedic circumstances. A harness is used to relieve patients 
of their body weight while simulating walking on level surfaces, 
slopes and climbing or descending stairs.  

Gorbel Medical developed the SafeGait 360 Balance and 
Mobility Trainer in order to improve patient recovery and 
safety. According to Gorbel Medical’s website, SafeGait 360 is 
an overhead dynamic body-weight support and fall protection 
system that promotes patient confidence and faster recovery, and 
enables safer patient handling.

Siler said these machines provide increased safety for both 
the patient and clinician, while allowing the therapists to 
provide a more intense approach to therapy; patients are able 
to start therapy sooner and have an earlier discharge at a higher 
functional level. 

Both the SafeGait 360 and G-EO can help reduce a patients’ 
fear of falling. The SafeGait 360 prepares patients for everyday 
challenges and the G-EO improves their ability to walk, 
while both allow patients to gain confidence throughout their 
treatment plan. Unity Health installed two SafeGait 360s and the 
G-EO as part of phase one of the Acute Inpatient Rehabilitation 
Center renovation - the current Unity Health Foundation capital 
campaign.

Unity Health is also the only Acute Inpatient Rehabilitation 
facility in the area. The facility provides physical therapy, 
occupational therapy and speech therapy seven days a week. 
Patients receive therapy customized to their condition for a 
minimum of three hours at least five of every seven days of the 
their stay. The Inpatient Rehabilitation physician is available on 
a daily basis. The Unity Health Acute Inpatient Rehabilitation is 
led under new Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation physician, 
Dr. William Dodson who recently joined the as the Medical 
Director. 

For more information about Unity Health’s Acute Inpatient 
Rehabilitation Center, please visit www.unity-health.org/rehab-
services.
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univerSity WoMen aFFiliated (uWa) met in the Lightle 
House recently for dinner served by Dr. Joli Love and a 

speech delivered by Dr. Sherry Pollard.  The speech highlighted 
important points to know about depression, with many practical 
suggestions for combating depression successfully.  The UWA 
gathers for dinner at The Lightle House on the first Tuesday of 
each month, except for January, at $10.00 per meal.  Text Dana 
Martin, club president, for information on upcoming club events: 
(501) 322-3045.

Dana Martin is the club president for University Women Affiliated 
(UWA) for a 2-year term (2019-2021).  She has a Masters from Harding 
University.  She has been a volunteer for Unity Health for 5-1/2 years, 
and loves her job!  One of her goals for UWA during her tenure as 
club president is to add 5 new members to the club membership roll!  
Membership dues are $20 annually.  There is no club fundraising 
involved besides a Silent Auction at the Christmas meeting for our 
college scholarship fund, which is awarded to a female non-traditional 
college student annually.  Email inquiries to: d27.martin.3@gmail.com.

univerSity Women aFFiliated
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W e are exCited to announCe that a Miss 
Arkansas Preliminary will be held in Searcy on 

Saturday, March 14, 2020, at the Searcy High School 
Performing Arts Auditorium. This is the first time in many, 
many years that Searcy has hosted the event. If you live in 
the following counties you are eligible to participate in the 
Central Arkansas Competition: White, Arkansas, Conway, 
Faulkner, Grant, Jefferson, Lonoke, Perry, Prairie, Pulaski 
and Saline.

This competition has become one of the top scholarship 
providers for teen girls and young women in the United States. 
Each year, along with its state and local organizations, it makes 
available millions in cash and tuition assistance. This assistance 
is not just for the handful of young women who are the winners, 
but is available to thousands of young women who compete at 
the national, state and local competitions as well. Participating 
in the Miss Arkansas system not only helps you pay for college 
and prepare for a career, it also provides an opportunity to gain 
additional life experience, working on issues of importance to 

society, enhancing your personal and professional skills and 
developing your performance-related and other talents. We 
believe that education is key to a person’s success and we are 
proud to be able to assist so many outstanding young ladies 
achieve their educational goals and dreams.

The age to participate in the Miss Central Arkansas Scholarship 
Competition is 18 years to 25 years old. The age to participate 
in the Miss Central Arkansas Outstanding Teen Scholarship 
Competition is 13 years to 17 years.  Both of these groups will 
compete on the evening of Saturday, March 14. 

Nancy Thompson would like to thank the volunteers who are 
serving on the Board and the committee: Members of the Board 
are Pat Homard, Sue House, Janet Wright & Mary Jane Parks.

Members of the committee include Sherry Farhatt, Lisa 
Ponson Tinsley, Francene Goss, Carolyn Turley, Amanda Crum, 
Stephanie Butler, Linda Pruitt, Carol Hendon,  & Brittany 
Bohannon. The choreographer for the competition will be Tara 
Dalrymple Colunga, owner of Irby’s Dance Studio. “These 
ladies volunteer their time and do an outstanding job,” said Mrs. 
Thompson.

We are looking for sponsors for this competition. This is a 
non profit organization. If you would like to be a sponsor please 
email Nancy Thompson at central.ark.nancy@gmail.com. 

The winners will advance to the Miss Arkansas Competition in 
June.  If you are interested in being a candidate please contact Nancy 
Thompson, Executive Director at central.ark.nancy@gmail.com 
or call 501-268-6292, or go to missarkansas.org and click on 
local preliminary forms to register.

MISS ARKAnSAS Preliminary
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Vacation Rental

Branson$89.00-
$149.00 

per night! 

2 Bedroom
2 Bath
3 Beds

Great Colorful Decor at this Branson Fall Creek 2BDR, 2Bath 
Condo. Conveniently located near Lake Taneycomo, Table Rock 
Lake and the excitement of the Branson strip. Loft design keeps the 
feel open and the fully equipped kitchen gives you the opportunity 
to eat in and enjoy home cooking and the savings of not eating out 
every meal. Next time you are headed for Branson, go to the link 
below to view seasonal rates and for booking.    

Plan Your Next Getaway!

Reservations:

AirBNB:
26412736

Homeaway:
7131715

vRBo:
7131715ha
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t he White County Single parent 
SCholarShip Fund, inC. recently held 

its Fall 2019 Scholar/Donor Reception at Harding 
University.  20 scholarships with a combined value of 
$17,750 were awarded.  In addition to awarding fall 
scholarships, WCSPSF, Inc. also celebrated 20 years 
of awarding scholarships in White County. Since its 
beginning in 1999, WCSPSF, Inc. has awarded 674 
scholarships with a combined value of $410,374. 

The scholarship application deadline for applying for 
the spring 2020 semester is January 7, 2020.  For more 
information, contact Executive Director Dan Newsom at 
wcspsf.inc@gmail.com or call 501-230-2414.  You may 
also go to aspsf.org.

White county SinGle Parent ScholarShiP Fund, inc.
Scholar/donor reception

Hazel Pruitt/
American Auto and 
Tire repair Scholar

Edith Evans presented 
by Kayla Griffin

First Community Bank 
Scholar

Karisa Hardy presented by  
David English

Circle J ranch Scholar
Symone Allen presented 

by Dan newsom

eaton Scholar
Ashley Brown presented 

by Jeff  Spearn

Harding University Scholar
Stephanie Lurz presented  

by Jana Rucker

Pulliam Family Scholar
Emily Runyon presented  
by Ken and Jean Pulliam
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First Security Bank 
Scholar

Dakota Saia presented by  
Kristi Thurmon

Sonic Scholar
Tiffany String 
presented by  
Gene Morris

Betty T. “nanga”  
Martin Scholar

Alyssa Benton presented  
by Tom Martin

Searcy rotary Club 
Scholar

Tanya Roberts presented  
by Irene Gray

United Way of  
White County Scholar

Aasha Sawyer presented 
by Anne Eldridge

Louise Beebe 
endowment Scholar
Tara Davis presented 

by Kay Price

Billy Wayne and Wanda 
emde endowment Scholar
Tanazia Weng presented  

by Wanda Emde

White County Community 
Foundation Scholar

Cassie Reed presented  
by Denise Eaves

For a complete list of scholarship recipients, please contact White County Single Parent Scholarship Fund, Inc.
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Congratulations
Taylor Eaves for 2019 

Homecoming Court
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ja ne t t  cr a i n’ s

The Boy from crosby road & The Woman He Loved

By cecelia Wilson

It is no secret ArkAnsAs was a grateful benefactor of the countless 
civic, church, personal and business ventures Janett Crain oversaw.  So, 
it’s interesting to note how all roads led to Searcy for George  and Lorene 

McNiel’s daughter.  Thankfully, Janett shared many of those details, thoughts 
and observations in her personal journals.

Before the Second World War, the McNiels moved with the Easterwoods (Janett’s 
maternal grandmother, aunts, and uncle) from Piggott, Arkansas to Flint, Michigan 
where Mr. McNiel was employed as a “driver jockeying the car haulers out of Flint.”  
George and Lorene soon welcomed their first child, Mary Julia.  In those innocent 
days before the war, life was good.  As Janett wrote, “Sunday in America was a day for 
relaxing.  It was a day for church, family 
meals, reading the newspapers, listening 
to the radio, working in the yard and 
visiting with neighbors.”

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese 
attacked Pearl Harbor; the following day 
the United States declared war on Japan.  
On December 9th, with the country 
plunged in the uncertainty of a world war, 
Flint’s Women’s Hospital had black-out 
curtains over the windows and Lorene 
gave birth to her second daughter, Janett.  
Those formerly carefree Sundays were less so.  Each Easterwood aunt had married and 
their husbands were now overseas — one as a bombardier, the other two as sailors.  
George’s brother, Ralph, was in the Navy and his sister, Ella, was a WAC.

Fortunately, the extended family members returned safely from their military 
service in 1945, and George took a position as an Area Manager with Allis-Chalmers 
Tractors.  The new job called for the family to move back to Arkansas.  The McNiels 
had come from Piggott, but George needed to settle in a city more centrally located 
for his territory.  Maud Gwin McNiel, George’s mother, had attended the Methodist-
affiliated Galloway College for Women (the campus sat on property now occupied 
by Harding University) in what appeared to be a perfect location for the family.  The 
fateful decision to move to Searcy was ideal, saw the completion of the family with the 
birth of daughter Cindy, and changed Janett (and the city) for the rest of Janett’s life.

One of the McNiel’s first visitors after arriving in Searcy was Hallie Yarnell, a friend 
of Janett’s grandmother. That visit was more meaningful than any of them would know 
at the time. Hallie extended an invitation for the family to attend First United Methodist 
Church. The invitation was accepted and until her death, Janett was an active member 
holding numerous roles in the church.

Journey

“Sunday in  
America was a day 

for relaxing.”



Janett attended Kindergarten at the Little Red School House and first grade 
at Harding Academy.  “Miss Knight was my first grade teacher and a woman 
I will always remember as the one who instilled in me a love of reading,” 
Janett’s journal relates. “We had our own library housed along the walls of the 
first and second grade, a huge light-filled room.  She read to us for hours each 
week.  She posted [a] ‘Happy Reader’ name on the board each Friday, and the 
winner got to take home a pet crow for the weekend!” Blackie the crow was a 
frequent visitor with the McNiels. It’s probably fair to say those were the roots 
for her teaching career and for her excitement in her book club.

Meanwhile, another path was about to intersect with Janett’s. Janett 
describes it best:

On the farm outside Crosby, Arkansas, a couple 
of young farmers, Paul and Ouita Crain, were in a hurry to finish 
picking their cotton crop…On October 23, 1941, just one day after 
Ouita’s 20th birthday, Larry Paul Crain, with a little help from Dr. 
Spann, made his grand entrance there in the Crain home [on Crosby 
Road].  Most of the folks in the little community were relatives, and 
they filled up the Crosby Baptist Church the next Sunday to celebrate 
his arrival.  The family story that was passed down to Larry was that 
he and his mother Ouita would have had the same birthday, but she 
would not give birth until the cotton was harvested.

Larry attended first grade in Crosby and Mt. Pisgah before the Crains moved 
into Searcy and enrolled their son at Elementary.  By second grade, Janett was 
attending the same school as Larry. In fifth grade, Larry and Janett were in 
class together; however, their initial interaction was anything but auspicious.  
She graded his spelling paper, perhaps a little generously. Larry brought 
the errantly-graded paper to their teacher’s attention. As punishment, Janett 
dusted erasers and cleaned the class fish bowl during recess for her grading 
efforts, but Larry’s current girlfriend was impressed by Larry’s “putdown” of 
Janett!

By ninth grade, cheerleader Janett and Searcy Jr. High football player Larry 
“caught each other’s eye” while decorating a Homecoming Parade float, 
followed by their first date to the Homecoming  Banquet at the Rendezvous.  
Their first kiss was at a Halloween party that same year, but it wouldn’t be 
until their senior year at Searcy High that the two would meet up again.  By the 
time college decisions were being made, Larry’s college-of-choice changed 
from Arkansas State in Jonesboro to the University of Arkansas for one major 
reason:  that’s where Janett McNiel would be attending.

The UofA was a new world.  Janett wrote:

…learning about CliffsNotes, sharing two pay phones in the 
[dorm] hall with 40 girls, sharing one large bathroom with those 
same 40, meeting new friends everywhere, going to Jug Wheeler’s 
[Drive-in] on Dickson Street most days with Larry…”
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  The first home they built in Searcy was on Lido 
Place and the bricks used for the home were reclaimed 
from the old primary school.
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Just before Thanksgiving at that same hamburger hot-spot, Janett’s future was 
sealed. A tray was delivered to the young undergrad with two Cokes and a Frito 
pie. Right beside the feast was an engagement ring Larry had purchased on an 
installment plan. They were married February 11, 1961 at her uncle’s home in 
Campbell, Missouri by Janett’s former minister from First United Methodist 
Church in Searcy. After a honeymoon in Branson and Springfield, Missouri, the 
couple headed back to Fayetteville and classes.  By 1966, the Crains were back in 
Searcy and this time it would remain their home. 

By her passing on December 14, 2018, Janett and Larry Crain had been married 
for 57 years. They had three sons, Larry, Jr., Marc, and Chris, nine grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchildren. During her lifetime, the 1959 Searcy High School 
graduate had been a teacher, active First United Methodist church member (and 
so much more), Junior Auxiliary President, helped establish the Searcy Sunshine 
School, P.T.A. President, Distinguished Alumnae of the Searcy Public Schools 
Education Foundation Hall of Honor, President of Chapter AA of P.E.O., member 
of the Main Street Searcy Board of Directors, the Arkansas Cancer Research 
Center Auxiliary in Little Rock, the Arkansas Governor’s Mansion Commission, 
the Old Statehouse Museum Association, the Arkansas Sports Hall of Fame, the 
Susan Rand Art Scholarship Trust, the Arkansas Alumni Association, the Towers 
of Old Main Society, and the building committee for the Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, and a member of the “Fabulous Book Club.”  
Surprisingly (or not), that list is certainly not complete!

No doubt, Janett wore a lot of hats during her lifetime. But, despite the many 
accomplishments and accolades during her time in Searcy, Janett might be the first 
to tell you the trophies and ribbons at the finish line weren’t the most exciting 
times in her life. Instead, the most fun was probably the journey from that darkened 
hospital in Flint, Michigan to Jug Wheeler’s [Drive-in] in Fayetteville, and the 
home she made in Searcy with a young man from Crosby Road.  
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a liFelong ChaMpion oF SearCy and supporter of Searcy 
KLIFE, the late Janett Crain continues to influence the community 

with her optimism, joy, energy, kindness and get-it-done approach. To 
celebrate her life and legacy in the community, Searcy KLIFE’s annual 
holiday run was named the Janett Crain Fun Run for KLIFE. The event 
also coincided with the season of merriment as the Searcy Holiday of 
Lights festivities illuminated the town. The event supports the work of 
Searcy KLIFE in the community where the heartbeat of KLIFE is building 
relationships with a focus on discipleship.

Searcy KLIFE offers weekly sessions that include games, worship and 
devotional time at Klub meetings; weekly small groups; monthly events; and one-
on-one mentoring for extra encouragement. Klub, the weekly devo time, meets 
every Tuesday during the school year, starting with Super K from 4 to 5 p.m. 
for 5th and 6th graders, Junior High Klub from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. for 7th to 9th 
graders, and Senior High Klub from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. for 10th to 12th graders.

Connect to Searcy KLIFE on social media at Facebook, on Instagram and 
Twitter using the handle @SearcyKLIFE or through the website searcy.klife.com.

Janett Crain Fun run for KLiFe
by erica Goodwin
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Financial Focus:

T i m e  F o r  S o m e  N e w  Y e a r ’ s

Financial Resolutions

What kinds of financial resolutions might you 
make? here are a feW suggestions:

 � increase yoUr retirement Plan contriBUtions. 
One of the best financial moves you can make is to take full 
advantage of your 401(k) or similar employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. If you contribute pre-tax dollars to your plan, 
the more you put in, the lower your taxable income will be for 
the year, and your earnings can grow on a tax-deferred basis. 
So, if your salary goes up in 2020, increase the amount you put 
into to your plan. Most people don’t come close to reaching 
the annual contribution limit, which, in 2019, was $19,000, 
or $25,000 for those 50 or older. You might not reach these 
levels, either, but it’s certainly worthwhile to invest as much 
as you can possibly afford. 

 � Use “FoUnd” money wisely. During the course of the 
next year, you may well receive some money outside your 
normal paychecks, such as a bonus or a tax refund. It can be 
tempting to spend this money, but you may help yourself in 
the long run by investing it. You could use it to help fund your 
IRA for the year or to fill a gap in another investment account. 

 � don’t overreact to market downtUrns. You’ve 
probably heard stories about people who lamented not getting 
in “on the ground floor” of what is now a mega-company. 
But a far more common investment mistake is overreacting 
to temporary market downturns by selling investments at the 
wrong time (when their prices are down) and staying out of 
the market until things calm down (and possibly missing the 
next rally). The financial markets always fluctuate, but if you 
can resolve to stay invested and follow a consistent, long-term 
strategy, you can avoid making some costly errors.

 � Be Financially PrePared For the UnexPected. 
Even if you’re diligent about saving and investing for your 
long-term goals, you can encounter obstacles along the way. 
And one of these roadblocks could come in the form of large, 
unexpected expenses, such as the sudden need for a new car 
or some costly medical bills. If you aren’t prepared for these 
costs, you might have to dip in to your long-term investments 
to pay for them. To prevent this from happening, you may want 
to keep sufficient cash, or cash equivalents, in your investment 
accounts. Or you might want to maintain a completely separate 
account as an emergency fund, with the money kept in low-
risk, liquid vehicles. If possible, try to maintain at least six 
months’ worth of living expenses in this account. 

It will take some effort but following these resolutions could help 
you move closer to your financial goals in 2020 – and beyond.  

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local  
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Have you tHougHt about youR New yeaR’s ResolutioNs FoR 2020?  
When many of us make these promises, we focus on ways we can improve some form of our health. We vow 
to get more physically healthy by going to the gym, or we promise to improve our mental health by learning a 
new language or instrument. But it’s also important to think about our financial health – so it’s a good idea to 

develop some appropriate resolutions for this area, too.
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Every parking space was taken and cars were parked up and down both 
sides of the street around the baseball fields where Berryhill park is now. There was just barely 
enough room for one lane of traffic around the park during games. The world was dark outside of 
those ball field lights. The pavement ended and turned to gravel on Race street at the Ford dealership.  
It was 1964-65.

There were snakes and alligator gar in Gin Creek and 
sometimes foul balls and home runs from the pony league field 
would land out in the water. A recovered ball was good for a 
snow cone or a coke at the concession stand so the wildlife had to 
move aside because there were kids coming in splashing, fighting 
over the balls.

The biggest moment of 
the season was about to be 
played at the little league 
field and it looked like most 
of Searcy’s 7,000 population 
was at the ball games. It 
was early in the season, not 
a championship or even 
a tournament game, but, 
Danny Mallet was pitching 
and that cannon he had for an 
arm was in rare form. I had 
already had my turn at bat, 
scared to death of that fast 
ball and struck out. Ronnie 
Taylor, our pitcher and 
arguably the best all around 
player in our league, was at 
bat. It was the matchup we’d 
all been waiting for. Danny 

threw that ball unbelievably hard and I don’t remember the score 
or even who won the game, but I’ll never forget what happened 
next. Ronnie swung and made contact. The ball went up out of the 
lights, out of sight over the left field fence, across the parking lot 
and dropped out of the black sky into the infield of the pony league 
park and rolled into left field during one of their games. It must 

have gone 400 feet in the air. 
I didn’t know of anyone else 
hitting the ball that far at 12 
years old. It was a big deal 
and people around Searcy 
talked about it for years but, 
I was there and saw it with 
my own two eyes.

Just a few minutes ago, I 
drove by Berryhill park and 
fifty five years later, I still 
can’t believe that boy hit 
that ball that far but, hey, we 
didn’t have cell phones then. 
There wasn’t anything else 
to do but play baseball.  

SlamSearcySearcy Slam

By Kelly Ledbetter



AS We GO ThROuGh eACh DAY, managing the joys and 
challenges that make up our lives, we can be unaware of those 
who have gone before us. Some of these people lived their lives 
in a manner that shapes how we live life today. here’s the 
story of one such person who made an impact on not just those 
around him, but generations to come. 

Muril Ervin BErryhill was born in west 
Texas in 1911. Muril had red hair and a ruddy 
complexion, earning him the name “Pinky”. 
His father assumed Pinky, as the oldest child, 
would take over the family cotton farm. But 
dad made the mistake of sending Pinky to a 
college in Morrilton, Arkansas in the 1930s. 
Pinky enjoyed sports and played on the football 
team in 1931, the last year before the football 
program was discontinued until the 1950s.  By 

1933 Pinky had met and married the love of his life, Rheba 
Lounette Stout.  In 1934 their college moved from Morrilton to 
Searcy, Arkansas.

Both Pinky and his wife were eventually employed as faculty 
at their alma mater, Harding College. By 1937 he had “launched 
an intensive effort to expand the intramural program at Harding, 
which grew to include the participation of more than 90 percent 
of the students. He coached Harding’s 1938 baseball team to 
the Arkansas Intercollegiate Championship,” (quote from the 
Harding website).  

Searcy was still a small town in the 1950s. The monthly 
income for a Harding professor was about $100/month. Rent 
for the family was $10 and the faculty staff augmented their 
income by eating at the school cafeteria. The Berryhills attended 
College Church of Christ.  Pinky’s son Don Berryhill explains, 
“We did not own a car, we could walk everywhere we needed 
to be. Dad and I hunted quail where the Bison football stadium 

Berryhill Park
The Brothers of

By Martha Duncan Overby research by Will Walker
recollections from Don Berryhill

M E “Pinky” 
Berryhill, Harding 

College Faculty 
picture

SearcyLiving.com    45

 Early Berryhill Park (Photo 
donated by the White County 
Historical Society and Duke Webb)



now stands, and as a boy I played in the creek which is now behind the 
Ganus building. A movie at the Rialto theatre would cost you $.10 and 
popcorn $.05.”

By May of 1951, whether it was for the love of children, love of the 
game, or the fact that his own son was of age to play, Pinky started the 
first baseball Little League for boys in Arkansas. Little Rock Parks and 
Recreation department started the second Little League in the state two 
weeks later. For the first three years the Little League in Searcy played at 
the Harding College baseball field. 

The league Pinky started was the Little Red River League. He helped 
organize teams from the towns of Searcy, Kensett, Bald Knob, Heber 
Springs, Judsonia and Bradford. You could join a team at age 10, 
(sometimes age 9, depending upon how your birthday fell), and play 
through age 13.

Pinky had an interesting stipulation for the Little League: The parents 
were not able to attend games. That may sound shocking, but Pinky was 
determined that the children would have a chance to learn the game 
and enjoy it without any pressure from family to perform. Occasionally 
parents would come by to watch, but with Pinky having stated the rule 
about parents, all knew that they were not to interfere with their children’s 
game.

There was no Parks and Recreation department in the city at this time. 
The cost per player was $20/season and Pinky commandeered help from 
local merchants to help pay for each player to participate. But, only half 
of the cost was provided. Each player had to earn the other $10 on their 
own. There were kids around town mowing lawns, picking up trash, 
washing cars, and sweeping out stores, many working for $.25/hour. So 
not only did Pinky promote baseball, but he taught these boys to work 
for what they wanted. There were no funds for trophies or awards, they 
played for the pure enjoyment and love of the game.

Merchants that sponsored those first seasons included Walkers Men’s 
Store, Searcy Bank, BJ Pierce Lumber Company, Berryhill Sporting 
Goods, and Sowell’s Furniture. Some merchants sponsored a whole team, 
others sponsored a few players. Most merchants were very supportive of 
the league and came to watch the games.

Pinky’s brother, John Berryhill, came from Texas also, attending 
Harding College. He had remained here after graduation. Pinky and his 
brother had purchased property across from the Ford Motor Company, 
using it for as a pasture for cattle they would later butcher.  In 1953, 
the brothers started turning the cow pasture into a park, tearing down 
the cattle fences, planting pine seedlings and creating a fence out of tin 
siding. By this time Pinky’s son, Don Berryhill, was about 12 or 13. He 
remembers helping with this effort.  Stands were also built and Searcy 
had a nice park for a small town.

Some of the players the first few years in the Little Red River League 
were: Bobby Young, Larry Crain, Delton Wooten, ED (Elmer Dale) 
Yancy, John Alritten, John McCoy, Larry Morgan, Linus Avidge, Gerald 
Casey, Mickey Walker, Jimmy Day, Leon Williams, Charles Martin 
(Peachy), James Bennett, Robert Elliot and Bobby Mattox. All of the 
players, even his students at Harding, called him Pinky.

That first year the team names were The Cardinals, The Dodgers, The 
Indians and the Yankees. Each year there were more teams added to the 
League.  As those Little League players grew up, a Pony League was 
created for those over age 13. Fast pitch softball became a big thing in 
the White County High Schools. At one time there was even a semi-pro 
team for adults in Searcy, (the pitchers were paid).

A 1951 Little League photo

Searcy All State player Phil Talkington and 
younger brother John, sons of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Talkington.

M. E. Berryhill with  
wife Rheba

“Dad and I  hunted quail where the Bison football 
stadium now stands, and as a boy I played in the 
creek which is now behind the Ganus building.”

– Don BErryhill
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“ChiEf AssistAnt to BAtBoy” – John Talkington, 
age 6, during an American Legion baseball game. “He 
chases balls, takes warmup jackets to pitchers, and is 
my righthand man for getting popsicles,” said Lloyd 
Henry. “I don’t ever remember him missing a game.”

AftEr sEvErAl yEArs of usE, the Berryhill brothers sold the little 
park to the city for a very reasonable price.  The city put in several 
more baseball diamonds. Years later, when the Searcy Sports Complex 
was created, except for the commemorative baseball diamond, all the 
baseball diamonds were removed from Berryhill Park as the location 
was made more accommodating for multi-purpose usage.

Pinky went on to start a junior golf program. He was named the 
Athletic Director at Harding College in 1957 when Harding resumed 
intercollegiate athletics. He served as the head baseball coach.  He also 
led the 1965 bowling team to the AIC championship. He was a true 
competitor and paved the way for others to do the same. 

The American Legion created a team. Years later White County 
School Superintendent W.E. Orr started the SMS (the South’s Most 
Spectacular) Girls Basketball Tournament. Mr. Orr’s nickname was 
“Skinny”; he and Pinky were friends. Pinky helped Skinny organize 
their tournament and let them use the Harding facilities to play.  
Apparently Skinny was quite the marketer as the halftime activities 
he provided attracted many people out to watch these games. One 
of those half time entertainments was donkey basketball. Interest in 
community sports increased, others got involved, but Pinky Berryhill 
started the ball rolling.

Pinky was the Athletic Director at Harding College for 35 years. 
While he did much to promote youngsters’ involvement in sports, at 
the same time his efforts really increased the sense of community and 
bringing others together in White County. He passed away here in 
White County in May of 1972. His wife Rheba also passed away in 
White County in 2009.

In honor of Director M.E. Berryhill, Harding University bestows the 
Berryhill Award to the senior male and female athletes who possess the 
characteristics of athletic excellence, academic achievement, social 
maturity and spiritual example. It is the highest award the Harding 
athletic department gives.

Continued on Next Page 
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There was no way to include everything fun and historic in this issue, but we 
welcome your input and story ideas for future issues.

Please e-mail us at searcylivingarticles@yahoo.com

Mayor David Evans and a Little Red River League reunion at Berryhill Park.
(Courtesy of Searcy City Hall)

Did you know that today the city of Searcy maintains over 
240 acres for public recreational use? These locations are 
Carmichael Community Center, the Searcy Sports Complex, the 
Searcy Events Center, Berryhill Park, Riverside Park, Yancey 
Park and Spring Park. 

Previous Searcy Mayor David Evans started work in 1991 
to build up Berryhill Park and preserve the history of how it 
came to be. There were donations from the community for 
work done on the park. The first donation was from the Pyatt 
family for the Flag Court. The Ed Lightle Estate gave funds 
for the tennis pavilion. The Kiwanis club funded the baseball 
diamond backstop. Marvin and Pauline Evans donated funding 
for the waterfall at the corner of Davis Drive and Moore Street. 
A grant was provided from the State of Arkansas Department 
of Transportation for the walking trail, and several individuals 
gave trees to the park.

Pinky Berryhill started the Little League and the Berryhill 
brothers provided a place for youngsters to play. They created a 
park when there was none. If you are like me, when you drive by 
Berryhill Park now, you will think about the two brothers, who 
seventy years ago, provided an opportunity for the children in 
our town to play the sport they loved.  

“Did you know that today 
the city of Searcy maintains 

over 240 acres for  
public recreational use?”
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“Pinky [Berryhill]....did much to promote 

youngsters’ involvement in sports, at the 

same time his efforts really increased the 

sense of community and bringing 
others together in White County.”

“There is no power for change 
greater than a community 

discovering what it cares about.”

– Margaret J. Wheatley
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Honoring
Our Military, Our Country, Our Flag

Honoring

 S ullivan Funeral Care - Memorial 
Chapel & Crematory in Kensett, locally owned and 
operated by Mark D. Sullivan, is collecting worn, 

tattered or torn American flags and will use its facilities 
to provide a respectful retirement.  Their Flag Retirement 
Program, Sullivan says, “...is another way we support our 
community by helping families whose loved ones have served 
our country.”

Most people are not sure of what to do with a flag that has 
seen better days. Some continue to fly their aged flag or have 
purchased a new flag while holding onto their old one.  They 
are collecting worn, tattered or torn American flags that are 
no longer suitable for display and are no longer fit to serve the 
nation.  As a community service, Sullivan Funeral Care will be 
accepting the well-loved flags where they can be dropped off to 
be disposed of properly.

At the time of a veteran’s death whose family has chosen 
cremation, permission will be sought to drape that veteran with 
an unusable flag. This allows for the retirement of a flag in a most 
dignified manner and honors both the veteran’s service to their 
country and the American Flag. Upon receipt of the cremated 
remains of their veteran, acknowledgement shall be expressed 
stating the last deed of service for that flag, which was to drape 
their veteran in the cremation process.

“Honoring our flag and our veterans is just in my blood,” 
Sullivan stated. “My father was a retired Air Force veteran; I 
have a brother who retired from the Army, and now a nephew 
who is serving in the Army, as well.”

“With us adding an in-house crematorium in November of 
2018, the Flag Retirement Program allows us to not only dispose 
of the American flag in the proper way, but to also honor our 
veterans,” Sullivan further stated. “I think of it as the American 
flag’s last duty to pay honor to a deserving veteran.”

In accordance to The United States Flag Code, Title 4, Section 
8k states, “The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no 
longer a fitting emblem of display, should be destroyed in a 
dignified way, preferably by burning.”

“In the book Our Flag published in 1989 by the House of 
Representatives, the colors of our great American flag have 
significant meaning: White signifies purity and innocence; Red, 
hardiness and valor; and Blue, the color of the Chief, signifies 
vigilance, perseverance and justice,”

This commemorative measure honors those Americans who 
have served to promote peace for fellow countrymen living 
under the high flying flag… in the land they love… the home of 
the free and the brave.

Sullivan Funeral Care Memorial Chapel & Crematory is proud 
to be the first in the area to offer such a dignified tribute to both 
the flag and a deserving veteran.  

 “i think of it as 
the american 

flag’s last duty 
to pay honor 

to a deserving 
veteran.”
 – Mark Sullivan
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On June 14, 1777, the United States Congress resolved 
“that the Flag of the United States be 13 stripes alternate red 
and white, that the Union be 13 stars, white in a blue field 
representing a new Constellation.” After this was passed, our 
Flag looked different each time a new State joined the Union 
because a new stripe was added. The Flag soon required very 
tall flag poles, so on April 4, 1818, Congress enacted: “that from 
the fourth day of July next, the Flag of the United States be 13 
horizontal stripes, alternate red and white, that the Union be 
20 stars, white in a blue  field, that on the admission of every 
new State into the Union, one star be added to the Union of the 
Flag...”

As states were admitted the position of the Stars were changed 
so that today we have stars in nine rows:  five rows with six stars 
and four rows with five stars.

Meet our u.S. Flag
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S eveRAl times in the last 31 years of practice 
I would have to stop and take a look at our procedures 
and goals and determine what changes need to be 

made. As a doctor of chiropractic, I have seen thousands of 
patients come through our door, with the patient many times 
confused regarding what chiropractic does. Simply stated, 
our practice specializes in nerve and disc problems. However, 
how we approach each patient and condition has differed over 
those 31 years. It’s also one of those things that has set us apart 
in our approach to chiropractic. I call it “The Three E’s” and 
it is something that we continually expand on and change as 
knowledge and technology changes: Education, Experience, 
and Equipment. Those are the three E’s in my practice and I 
always tell my patients, “I hope to know more in five years and 
have better services than what I have now.” Which means that I 
am continuing to grow and learn. After 31 years of practice you 
would think I would be ready to start looking at retirement, but 
it is just the opposite. We have totally remodeled the inside and 
outside of the clinic with new signs and an upgrade of equipment 
that allows us to deal with nerve and disc problems at a greater 

degree of expertise. We also aligned ourselves with two groups 
under the names of Disc Centers of America and Neuromed 
Neuropathy Treatment Centers. Those two affiliations alone 
caused us to expand the three E’s of Education, Experience, 
and Equipment, not to mention at a substantial cost. Dr. Kristy 
Ward and I are pleased to announce that we have both passed 
national certification in non-surgical spinal decompression and 
neuropathy protocols. For more information regarding Disc 
Centers of America, look at www.searcydisccenter.com and for 
Neuromed check out www.searcyneuromed.com, or you can 
call our office at 501-268-CARE(2273) for workshops that are 
forming on those topics routinely.  

New Face, Look, and a  
Renewed Sense of Purpose!

By DR. tim KAmeRmAN

Chiropractic Care Clinic  •  2924 Hawkins Dr.  •  Searcy, AR
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Searcy LionS FootbaLL

 S earcy HigH ScHooL LionS FootbaLL team won against 
the Benton Panthers to become Arkansas Class 6A 
2019 State Champions.  The game was played at Little 

Rock’s War Memorial Stadium on December 7.  It was a close 
game with the final score landing at Searcy Lions 28, Benton 
Panthers 27.  The last time Searcy won a state championship 
was 1933. Yes, it was 86 years ago, before the current Arkansas 
playoff system began in the 1960s. The reaction to this victory 
from the team and watching fans was ecstatic emotion.

The Coach that led this team to victory is Mark Kelley.  Coach 
Kelley commented on the championship win, “Our players and 
coaches are very humbled to be the first to win a State Championship 
at an amazing school district and community like this.  We are 
excited to bring this community together in a way that has never 
been done before, and we hope to continue to make proud all of 
those who have poured so much time and energy into our school 
and football program. We are excited for the student athletes within 
our program that have sacrificed so much to achieve this.  This 
accomplishment is something that this entire town will remember 
for a long time.”  Yes, sir, we will.

With the score being so 
close, the game made for great 
entertainment. We were reading 
articles in the local newspapers 
for days. Several of the players 
mentioned in the articles were 
Damien Young, Daniel Perry, 
Bryce Dixon, Marlon Crockett, 
Tanner Leonard, Dallas Loftis 
and Ethan Clegg.  Bryce Dixon 
was named the MVP for the 
game.

I was able to get a comment 
from player Daniel Perry.  I 
asked him, “How did you feel 
when that last play of the game 
was done?”            

Daniel’s response was, 
“I felt excited, I felt like I 
accomplished one of my biggest 
goals that I’ve had since I could 
hold a ball.”

Searcy High School Principal Gene Hodges shared these 
thoughts with us: “This is a great honor for the city of Searcy and 
Searcy Public Schools that our high school football [team] has 
accomplished this feat for the first time since the inception of the 
Arkansas state playoff system. We are grateful for the continued 
support throughout the 2019 football season.”

Searcy School District Superintendent Diane Barrett commented, 
“Not only am I excited that our athletes and coaches have achieved 
their goal, but also that in achieving that goal, they have excited 
the community. We at Searcy School District appreciate the 
community support and encouragement throughout this season, 
culminating in such a record crowd at War Memorial. Thank you, 
Searcy!”

There was great support for the Searcy Lions team, from the 
Police and Fire department escort out of town on the way to the 
game, to Mayor Osborne rescheduling the Searcy Christmas 
parade so all could attend the game.

there is a side story to this game also. On the starting 
team for Searcy Lions were two sets of two brothers, the Miles 
brothers and the Jackson brothers. These two sets of brothers 
have been playing football, among other sports, together for 10 
years now. All four were starting players in the championship 
game.

Chereece Jackson Passmore, mother of the Jackson brothers, 
shared the history of these four players with me.

It all started in peewee football in third grade when the two older 
brothers Hayden Miles and Sawyer Jackson played for opposing 
teams. Hayden played for the Gators, coached by his dad, Mitch 
Miles.  Sawyer played for the Titans, coached by Blake Hendricks, 
then for the Hurricanes coached by Billy Ellis and LV Wilson.

The two younger brothers, Reid Miles and Wesley Jackson, 
joined the following years and they have played alongside their 
older brothers every year since, sharing unforgettable experiences 
and bonds only brothers as teammates can understand. The four 
joined sides in junior high when they began playing for Searcy 
schools and are all four vital players on the Searcy Lions’ defense: 
Hayden at Middle Linebacker, Reid at Safety, Sawyer at Outside 
Linebacker, and Wesley at Corner.

2019

Win
State ChampionShip

“i felt excited, i felt like i 
accomplished one of my 

biggest goals that i’ve had 
since i could hold a ball.”

by martha Duncan overby

“tHe reaction to tHiS victory From tHe team 
anD watcHing FanS waS ecStatic emotion.”

Daniel
Perry
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coach Kelley

Sweet ViCtory!reid miles (25), Hayden miles (45), Sawyer Jackson (43),  
and wesley Jackson (24).

Hayden and Sawyer are playing their last season with their little brothers 
and one another as Searcy Lions. They will graduate in the spring and 
contribute their success to supporting teammates, parents, fans, and coaches.

This championship is great victory to be shared by brothers, to be 
remembered the rest of their lives. 

I asked Sawyer and Wesley Jackson the same question I asked Daniel 
Perry, “How did you feel when that last play of the game was done?” 
Sawyer replied, “I felt really relieved and excited.  Then I looked over at 
the opposing players on the field and I knew it was a hard loss for them.  So 
I picked the quarterback up, put my arm around him and told him they had 
a great season and it was an honor to compete.  I couldn’t help but feel sorry 
for them even though I was really happy for our team.  There are so many 
emotions, it’s hard to put them into words.  Our team came together and did 
what had to be done early. I felt a lot of pride for our team and the fans.”

Wesley’s answer was, “I felt joy and sadness. The joy came from us 
achieving our goals and winning the state championship.  The sadness 
came from me knowing I wouldn’t be able to play with my brother and the 
rest of the seniors ever again.”

The Searcy High School football team did Searcy proud and will go down 
in the records of their school and community as winners. We applaud them. 
The graduating seniors take with them the knowledge that they know how 
to be a team member and achieve their goals.  Those remaining students 
who will be back on the Searcy Lions Roster next year will be a more 
experienced group of players having played and won this championship. I 
for one, can’t wait to see what this team does in 2020.                       
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2019 6a State champions
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“we are excited to bring this 
community together in a way that 
has never been done before, and  

we hope to continue to make  
proud all of those who have  

poured so much time & energy 
into our school and football 

program.”
-coach Kelley
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 S earcy’S HarDing acaDemy wiLDcatS 
won the 2019 3A State Championship in 
their game against the Osceola Seminoles  

December 14. The game was played at War 
Memorial Stadium in Little Rock and the final 
score was 51 to 26.  In recent years Harding has 
won their class in 2012 and 2015.

We all know it takes a whole team to get the win. 
The Coach that led them to victory is Coach Neil 
Evans. From Coach Evans, “I’m fortunate to be 
associated with such outstanding individuals on this 
team - players and coaches. God has blessed me with 
being at Harding Academy and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to lead this team. The players made a 
commitment to be the best that they could be and I 
feel as though we squeezed very drop of effort out of 
them we possibly could. Through their hard work and 
dedication and an unwavering spirit, they were able to 
be rewarded on the biggest stage our state could offer.  
The relationships formed throughout this journey are 
invaluable, as are the lessons.  2019 will always be a 
special year.  Go Wildcats!”

Harding Academy player Ty Dugger was named 
game MVP.  I had a chance to speak with Ty about the 
win.  I first asked him, “Going into this game, what 
was your primary focus?”  His response was, “We 
knew Osceola had a good defense, we just wanted to 
score as much as we could. And the Osceola offense 
is explosive and fast, we knew we had to hold them 
back.”  I also asked him, “What attitudes do you see 
on your team that helped make this championship 
win happen?” Ty responded, “We have a lot of 
chemistry, most of us have played together since 
seventh or eighth grade, we are friends. We’ve been 
working together every day since May.  We play for 
each other, not the opponent. If you are playing for 
your teammates, you don’t play down to a weaker 
opponent.” Congratulations Ty!

HarDing acaDemy: 2019 3a

state
C hampionS

By Martha Duncan Overby • Photos by Jeff Montgomery

Ty Dugger, MVP

“We Play fOr each Other, nOt the OPPOnent.”
~ ty Dugger
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We are also proud to announce that 
Harding Academy player Aaron Snow 
has been named as a recipient of the 
Brandon Burlsworth Character Award 
from the Burlsworth Foundation. 
Their website states, “The Brandon 
Burlsworth Character Award has been 
given out in Arkansas High Schools 
for the past 11 years in recognition 
of outstanding character and 
sportsmanship, and is now nationwide. 
The award honors the player who may 
or may not be a top athletic performer, 
but who represents the ideals and 
values that Brandon Burlsworth had: 
to give 100 percent on the field and to 
stand as a moral example to his team.” 
You can learn more about this award at 
www.burlsworthcharacteraward.com. I had a chance to speak with 
Aaron about their win. He told me that the championship game, “was 
the most fun I ever had.” I asked Aaron, “What do you enjoy most 
about playing on the Harding Academy Wildcat football team?” His 
response was, “Getting to play with my best friends every Friday 
night and getting to prepare through the week with them for each 
game.” Congratulations Aaron!

the harding academy wildcats have a unique situation in that 
many of the teammates have been friends and schoolmates for most 
of their lives. There are 55 boys on the 2019-20 Wildcat Football 
Roster. Most of them have been playing on Harding Academy teams 
together for years.  Forty of those 55 players have been at Harding 
Academy since Elementary School, twenty-one of the players have 
been together since Pre-Kindergarten, (that’s age 3).  The rest of the 
players came to Harding Academy sometime between Kindergarten 
and 6th grade.

And talk about a family affair, the Harding Academy Wildcats 
have nine sets of brothers that played on the 2019 Championship 
Team. This is not the norm for a high school team.

Peyton (9th) and Gavin (11th) cole
Jude (9th) and adam (11th) Fager

Jackson (11th) and ryan (12th) Fox
Landon (9th) and Hayden (12th) Koch

ryan (10th) and connor (12th) mcgaha
Levi (9th) and Jeffrey (11th) mercer

andrew (10th) and isaac (12th) miller
colson (9th) and caden (11th) Sipe

cooper (10th) and Davis (12th) welch

Harding Academy High School Principal Steven Breedlove shared 
his thoughts with us about this championship win: “I am so proud 
of the coaches and players for the 2019/2020 Wildcat football team. 
They worked hard all year to achieve these goals of an undefeated, 
State Championship team. I am most proud of the example our 
coaches set for our players. The way they respond to advisory, the 
way they respond to success, and the way they respond to hard work 
would make anyone excited about their student playing for these 
fine men.  The players, consequently, followed their example. These 
are fine young men. I have never wanted a team to succeed more 
because of the character these young men represent every day. I 
thank Coach Evans and the Coaching Staff.  I thank the players for 
the Christian character they represent. And I thank God for the Gifts 
that he sends. May God continue to bless these players and coaches. 
Go Wildcats!”

Aaron Snow, Recipient 
of Burlsworth 

Character Award
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ty Dugger and  
coach evans

Superintendent James Simmons shared, “I am super proud of 
our team, our school and our community! I also appreciate Searcy 
Living for their recognition of this outstanding moment.”

I want to thank Jeff Montgomery for providing all the pictures of 
Harding Academy Wildcats for this article. He is a great photographer 
and proud parent of a Harding Academy football player.

This Wildcat team story demonstrates the power of years of 
concentrated commitment to their sport and to each other.  We 
celebrate this win for Harding Academy Wildcats. Their hard work 
has paid off and they have made their school, their families and their 
community proud. Go Wildcats!    

“tHiS wiLDcat team Story DemonStrateS tHe 
POWer Of years Of concentrateD commitment to 

tHeir sPOrt anD to eacH otHer.”
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Hometown Entrepreneurs.

We love to tell their stories!

At
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April 9, 2020
At the Searcy Country Club
2729 W. Country Club Rd.

Tickets $20
Tickets available at Searcy Living

812 S. Main St.
Go to the Imagine & Believe Facebook page 

for more information.

Bid on desserts for Easter dinner and 
support a great cause!

Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.
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By Jennifer Webb

Mrs. Sandra Johnson, a  
Britt Family descendent.

The historic Britt
Family caBin

“Knowing and learning from the past can often help 
shape a better future.”

- Caretaker family Of the Britt hOme

 l
ittle did i know how true these words 
would ring as I pulled up to a beautiful historic log 
cabin.  When I heard the words “historic log cabin” 

I expected to find a crumbling structure in an overgrown 
field that bore a sad resemblance to what it had once been.  
Instead, I found myself looking at the charming structure and 
wondering what it would be like to spend the weekend relaxing 
in the picturesque log cabin.  

Basking in the warmth of the 
hospitality provided by the current 
owners of the Britt home, I listened to 
Mrs. Sandra Johnson, a Britt Family 
descendent, skillfully weave the tale 
of the Britt family and their home.  I 
found myself transported back to a 
time before the Civil War.  The Britt 
home dates to 1849, as evidenced 
by a date inscribed on a hand-made 
brick that was discovered on the 
cabin itself. Their ax marks are still 
visible in the hand-hewn logs.

 I found myself, with wonder, touring the cabin.  It originally 
contained a bedroom and living area.  It has since been updated 
with central heat and air, a washer and dryer, two bathrooms, a 
small kitchen, and a loft designed to delight childish dreams of 
sleepovers, giggles, and late nights.  

 I’m sure if the original Britt family could see it now, they would 
be quite pleased with how much love has resided in their humble 
cabin home for over 170 years.  

The story of the Britt Family and their home is filled with loss, 
hope, and hardship, but most of all it is filled with love. 

the year is 1848, and we are transported to Britt’s 
Landing in Tennessee.  The Britt family previously owned a 
successful trading post on the Tennessee River, but had been forced 
to close, presumably because of competition from the railroad.  
Thomas Franklin Britt and his bride, Frances M. Wilkes Britt, with 
hope in their hearts, gathered all the gold they had, along with their 
household possessions and some seed. They loaded it all into ox 
wagons.  

They left everything they knew that November in search of a new 
start.  However, they didn’t leave everyone they knew.  Frances’ 
parents decided to come too, along with the related Smith family.  
It must have been quite a sight to behold to see the Britt, Wilkes, 
and Smith families crossing the Mississippi River with their ox 
wagons on barges. Thomas and Frances were not lonely in their 
journey west to Arkansas, but it still must have been a rough and 
chilly trip. 
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They finally arrived two days before Christmas in 1848 and spent the 
night in Searcy’s Spring Park.  It must have felt very much like Christmas 
as the men walked to the courthouse to look over the available land that 
could be purchased for delinquent taxes.  All the families purchased plots 
close to each other.  

Thomas Britt selected a beautiful spot with a spring for easy access 
to water. We would describe it as a spot outside of Searcy on Hwy 267.  
I’m sure the land felt wild to them, being in a new place that they were 
determined to make a home.  True to character, the families all worked 
together.  

There was no blueprint for the cabins other than the ones in their hearts 
and minds.  They hand-hewed logs and built six cabins, including the Britt 
house.  The original cabin featured two rooms with a “dog trot” hallway 
between the two.  The ceilings were low so that it could be expanded into 
a loft for extra sleeping space as the family grew larger. A log cookhouse 
was built off the back.  

For a “house raising,” one might think (as I did) that the first step would 
be to start cutting logs.  Not so.  The first step was actually to start digging.  
I can’t imagine how hard it must have been to hand-dig a hole big enough 
for a large cellar underneath the house but that’s exactly what they did.  It 
was in this cellar that they stored most of their food and cold things. The 
cellar was the functional pantry for a frontier family.  The trap door was 
cleverly hidden in front of the fireplace, which most likely saved several 
lives in the coming years.  

A bit less than a year after settling in Searcy, Thomas and Frances 
welcomed their first child, John Wesley Britt, on September 19, 1849.  I’m 
sure they felt that the initial hope that sustained them during the past year 
was finally starting to blossom.  Even with little John in tow, Frances was 
able to harvest all the food in the garden and store it in the cellar before the 
first frost.  Things were going well for the Britt family. 

I can imagine many good times, 
laughter and happiness in their little log 
home.   Their door was always open for 
the neighbors.  In fall, they made a huge 
scalding barrel and several iron wash 
kettles ready for hog-killing.  All the 
neighbors participated, and it was a time 
of celebration, in spite of the work.  

The next eleven years brought big 
news of modernization to Tom Britt.  He 
received his first letter with a real postage 
stamp, heard that a railroad in Arkansas 
had been started and that they were 
lighting street lamps in Little Rock by 
1860.  Arkansas sure was moving fast into 
the modern age.  During these years, Tom 
and Frances welcomed more children 
into their family.  Their fifth child, James 
“Jim” Ben Britt, was born on February 
22, 1861.  

Then, in the fall of 1861, disaster struck 
the happy family.  Death claimed three 
children by October, leaving only John 
and Jim.  I cannot imagine how heavy 
their hearts were after burying three of 
their precious babies in such a short time.  

“the story of the Britt family and 
their home is filled with loss, hope, 
and hardship, but most of all it is 
filled with love.”

“I can imagine many good 
times, laughter and happiness in 

their little log home. Their door was 
always open for the neighbors.”
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Still, life goes on and things at the Britt house were not quiet 
for long.  The more you give love away, the more it always 
comes back to you. Such was the case with the Britt family.  

Tom’s sister, Adaline Britt Bevans, had become a widow and 
sought refuge at her brother’s home in Arkansas.  Her husband, 
Dr. Alfred Bevens, had done well for himself. She had gold but 
feared that her life and her children might be in danger.  She and 
her five small children, along with a heifer for milk, arrived on 
Tom and Frances’ doorstep.  In true Britt fashion, they took them 
all in, despite the small space.  

Love and small children 
were not all that filled the Britt 
home.  It also was the scene 
of tremendous courage.  One 
morning in 1863 during the Civil 
War, the household awakened 
to gunfire.  Tom was away, 
but Frances and the children 
were there.  All but the baby, 
Jim, gathered in the cellar, and 
Frances closed the trap door.  
I’m sure her heart was pounding 
as she sat and pretended to mend 
clothing with Jim nearby on the 
patchwork quilt covering the 
secret cellar door.    

Union soldiers stormed into the house.  They ransacked the 
cookhouse, taking or eating anything they could find, but left the 
family unharmed.  Those same soldiers went on to burn Qualls 
Bridge on Des Arc Creek and the Qualls gin.  

We often forget how hard the Civil War was on the families 
that lived through it.  That was not the only visit the Britt house 
had from soldiers.  Later that year, Tom had gone to have corn 
ground for cornmeal, and Adaline was home.  A smaller group 
of soldiers came and killed her heifer.  Anger and fear must have 
fueled her courage as she marched out with a dishpan, insisting 
that they leave her some of the meat since she had five small 
children.  For whatever reason, they obliged.  

Adaline was not always so lucky. In one raid where the 
soldiers came into the house, they noticed that her apron pocket 
bulged.  One slashed her apron pocket with a sword and laughed 
menacingly as the coin she always carried with her clattered to 
the floor. The trauma of the soldiers’ raid affected now-pregnant 
Frances too. That night, December 15, 1863, labor pains hit as 
the stress of the day took effect and Lurah Frances Britt was 
born.   

Tom Britt may not have had much through the Civil War, but 
what he had, he shared.  He shared food with the Tom Smith 
family that had suffered heavy raiding from marauders.  His 
house was used to shelter the sick and the wounded, including a 
Confederate soldier that showed up on his doorstep after having 
his horse shot out from under him and walking days without 

“Love and small children were not  
all that filled the Britt home.   

It also was the scene of  
tremendous courage.”
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food.  The end of the war in 1865 must have brought a massive 
sigh of relief to the family.  

They added a porch and planned for another room when they 
learned that another baby was on the way.  Frances and Tom 
welcomed their last child, Virginia “Jennie” Britt on June 26, 
1867. Though Frances was only 37, she was in poor health and 
died a year later at the age of 38.  

As happens with all families, the Britt family started to 
disperse.  Adaline left the Britt home after the Civil War ended 
along with her children.  Wesley took over the household duties 
and Jim farmed.  A year after Frances passed away, Tom married 
his second wife, Mary “Mollie” E. Bartlett Davis.  Tom himself 
passed away in early 1874, leaving Mollie to remarry.

Jim Britt, the baby on the floor during the first soldier visit 
married Lena Smith, who was the daughter of one of the Smith 
Brothers that came with the Britt family. Jim and Lena tore 
away the cookhouse and added four additional rooms to the little 
cabin.  Their son, Ben, was the last son to bear the Britt name.  
He married and lived in the cabin until his death in 1960.  

Today, the Britts no longer live in the cabin and it is not in 
its original location. However,  it is evident that the caretaker 
family loves it as much as the Britts.  They have made it a 
family retreat that is also used for holiday celebrations, family 
weddings, honeymoons, entertaining friends, or just a place to 
quietly sit on the porch and swing.  I wonder if Thomas Britt 
realized how long his log home would stand as he hand-hewed 
the logs that still make up the walls?

We often read stories like the “Little House on the Prairie” 
series and it seems long ago and far off. Yet, if you start to get 
involved in historical societies, or simply sit down with your 
grandparents, you realize that those stories are closer than you 
think.  Thomas and Frances Britt really lived right here in Searcy, 
and these are not fictional stories meant to entertain children. 

To me, the Britt family story leaves a legacy of love and 
hospitality.  That legacy is being carried on both by the current 
descendants of the Britt family and by the family that so lovingly 
care for their home. Love leaves a lasting legacy.  What legacy 
will you uncover when you start delving deeper into local 
history, and what legacy do you want to leave for those that 
come after you?  

* Thank you to Garth Johnson, 
another Britt family descendent, for his 
assistance with the accuracy of the facts 

contained in this story.   

“Love leaves a  
lasting legacy.”
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Find yourself on
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“My Searcy Living 
ads always get our 

store feedback 
and results unlike 
any other form of 

advertising  
we use!”

~Jay Moore
Homer’s Ace 

Hardware

“The success of 
our preliminary 

advertising 
commitment with 

Searcy Living 
led us to become 

consistent clients.”

~Jeremy Ford
Integrity Pool 

Services

“My first ad in 
Searcy Living 

brought me  
ten new clients 
within weeks.”

~Lindsey Edwards
Southern Roots 

Salon

Success with
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We would like 
to thank  

all the 
advertisers 
and readers 
that make 

this magazine 
possible!

We are 
hometown 
owned and 
hometown 

proud!

yo u r  h o m e t o w n  m aga z i n e

“Shianna’s Cleaning has 
been advertising with 

Searcy Living for many 
years. It has brought many 
long term customers. We 

always know when the 
edition comes out because 
the phone starts ringing. 
My daughter Cesilee put 

her number in the last issue 
as the manager and her 

exact words were, ‘MOM, 
my phone keeps ringing.’ 
The greatest advertising 

for us is the Searcy Living 
Christmas Catalog. We 

receive 100’s of coupons 
each year to the point that 
we bring in holiday help. 

The coupons keep coming 
in through our expiration 
date on our coupon which 
is May. If you are wanting 
to grow your business we 
would recommend Searcy 
Living and especially the 

Christmas edition.  We love 
the hardworking staff and 

all Searcy Living stands 
for.”

~ Shianna Cowell
Shianna’s Cleaning



Thank You!
* The Imagine and Believe 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Boutique is simply a room edicated 
for use in helping foster & adoptive 
families, and sometimes emergency 
situations. Our awesome Searcy 
Living readers bring in donations, 
enabling foster parents to be able 
to ‘shop’ for what they need for 
foster, adopted and disadvantaged 
children, at no cost. 
Our office is located at 812 S. Main 
Street in Searcy.  We welcome 
gently used or new items. Thank 
you, Searcy, for your generosity 
and time spent to support the Foster 
Care Boutique!

Imagine a world where every 
child has a safe loving home.

Believe it can happen!

Foster Care 

& Adoption 

Boutique?

What Is The

L O C AT E D  I N
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H O P E Believe
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Adrienne and Tony French

Our AreA 9 winners are Adrienne French and 
Tony French. They have been foster parents for five 
years and have loved on five children over that time, 

which tells us that they truly invest in each child in their 
home.

They are a foster family through Children’s Homes, Inc., a 
Private Licensed Placement Agency with the state. Adrienne 
and Tony recognize how lucky they are, noting, “We are greatly 
blessed with an extended family who is extremely supportive 
of our journey in foster care, especially our parents. Both sets 
of grandparents treat every child in our home as a grandchild 
whether they have been with us for a day or for a year. We have 
a wonderfully supportive church family and are also extremely 
blessed to be a foster family through Children’s Homes Inc. with 
the invaluable support that they continuously provide.”

When we asked Adrienne and Tony why they choose to foster, 
they said this: “Children enter care through circumstances 
that are beyond their control. Whatever has happened in their 
lives is not their fault. All we are doing is trying to give them a 
consistent and loving experience while they are in our home. We 
truly believe that children are a blessing from the Lord, and that 
every child deserves to have a home where they feel safe and are 
loved. Even if we are only able to be that safe and loving home 
for a few children for a short time it is worth it because the kids 
are worth it.”

They are definitely worth it, and the best part, Adrienne tells 
us, is watching a child grow: “Watching a child thrive and 
blossom brings us a tremendous amount of joy. Whether their 
growth is physical, emotional, or developmental, it is such a 
blessing to watch a child change before your eyes. Often this 

growth comes after many sleepless nights, dozens of medical 
appointments and a lot of extra attention, but it is all worth it to 
see a child reach their goals.”

We agree, don’t we? This kind of commitment and dedication 
to healing and grace for each child and family they touch is 
exactly why Adrienne and Tony French are our Area 9 Foster 
Parents of the Year.  

Area 9 Foster Parents of the Year

Adrienne is also a local author 
and just published her first book.
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thank you to all
Volunteers & Donors!

a special thank you to 
searcy elks lodge for 
the diaper donation.
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By KimbErlEE blEdsoE

Village
raising a
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I

 
have always loved to read. Sarah Plain & Tall 
and Little house on the Prairie have always 
held a special place in my heart. I would 
sit outside surrounded by these stories and 

pretend I was them. My little red flyer became 
a covered wagon, my bicycle transformed into 
a horse, and I made the best campfire stew. 
Granted, it was made of leaves, twigs, and 
rocks. I just wanted to be there with these 

characters, attending school in the little red 
school house, coming home to bread that was 
cooked on a wooden stove and curling up that 

night under soft homemade quilts. 
I have always heard about the Pioneer 

Village in Searcy, and only recently visited 
it for the first time. I met with Elizabeth 

Heard, chairwoman of  Pioneer Village. 
She met me dressed in her prairie skirt 
and bonnet and suggested we talk 
in the schoolhouse. I walked in, sat 
down in the little wooden desk and 

BAM....I was in my storybooks 
again, except this time the props 
were real. The only thing I could 
think at that moment was what 
took me so long to visit? And 
like myself, who else hasn’t 
been there and realized what 
all the village has to offer? 

The Village is operated 
by “Friends of the Pioneer 
Village,” which is a 
group of volunteers and 

a subsidiary of the Historical Society of White 
County. These Friends have a desire and need 
to preserve the past for the future, not restore it. 
When you restore, the most important requirement 
is the final appearance, whereas to preserve you are 
keeping a object from destruction and seeing that it 
is not irredeemably altered or changed.  

In 1960, the late Mr. Oran Vaughan, an owner 
of the then Smith-Vaughan Mercantile, saw the 
necessity and importance of preserving these 
buildings and the past. During this time, not just  
the outside of buildings were being preserved, but 
the stories and character inside also. Every piece 
was like a chapter that when put together would 
make a book. Each building in the village has its 
own story to tell and the goal is not to change it, 
but to hear it.

Visitors also play a key role in helping the story 
continue. The Pioneer Village has had visitors from 
38 different counties. Mrs. Heard has said that 
it’s not what she knows already, but what people 
visiting tells her. They share pieces of their family 
history, their memories, their stories of a time when 
life was simple.

One great story is the about the schoolhouse. An 
older gentleman came to visit and he was telling 

“These Friends have a desire and need 
to preserve the past for the future 

 not restore it.”



us his class was the last to be schooled there before it was 
closed. The gentleman even said he had carved his initials 
into his desk and wondered if his desk was still there. After 
chuckling some, he walked around and lo and behold there 
it was... initials and all.

There also was 98-year-old Juanita Johnson who was 
touring the buildings with her family. Mrs. Johnson said she 
lived in the main cabin when she was a small girl. “There 
was nothing fancy about it. You were camping out,” said 
Johnson. 

 As Laura Ingalls Wilder said, “As you hear stories of long 
ago I hope you will remember that things truly worthwhile 
and that will give you happiness are the same now as they 
were then. It is not the things you have that make you happy. 
It is love and kindness and helping each other and just plain 
being good.”

Pioneer Village is a non-profit subsidiary of the White 
County Historical Society, which is able to exist thanks to 
donations, pledges, and grants. Each year the Friends of 
the Village hosts a Spring and Fall Fest with vendors, food, 
singers, etc. They also give you the opportunity to sip cider 
and eat sugar cookies with Santa during their 1800’s Old-

fashion Christmas event. These events are admission free, 
and donations are gratefully accepted. 

Expansion plans for the Pioneer Village Museum and 
Visitor Center are in the works. This will also be a home 
to a theater, conference rooms, and archive research library. 
The funds to cover this are currently trying to be raised. 
Donations are tax-deductible and can be sent to Pioneer 
Museum Annex, P.O. Box 2244, Searcy, AR 72145. I’m 
encouraging everyone to come experience this story of the 
past and help it expand into the future. There are many ways 
to show our support. Donations can be either monetary or 
supplies. Volunteer your time. Attend the events.  

 To Mr. Vaughan, Elizabeth Heard, and the dedicated 
Friends of Pioneer Village I can only say thank you. Because 
of you I was able to step back into my girlhood dream of 
being able to “walk” into my books. Thank you for your 
hard work and time you take to make sure the story of this 
community continues. I hope as we begin a new year that 
more visitors will come step into the past, and that support 
for this grows. Like they say, it takes a village to raise a 
child, so lets return the favor and help “Raise a Village”.  

Pioneer Village is oPened daily for self guided 
tours. Buildings are locked, bring a lunch and enjoy the 
picnic tables available.

During June, July, and August there are guided tours 
including buildings from 10-2. Admission is free and donations 
are accepted and appreciated.

Enjoy the three festivals each year. Spring Festival is the 
first weekend in May, Fall Festival is the first weekend in 
November and then The Old Fashioned Christmas with Mr. 
and Mrs. Clause is the first Saturday in December.

Call the White County Historical Society for group Field 
Trips at 501-278-5010.
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“[Vistors] share pieces of their 
family history, their memories, 
their stories of a time when life  

was simple.”
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“as you hear sTories oF long ago i hope you will remember that things truly worthwhile 
and that will give you happiness are the same now as they were then. it is not the things you have that 

make you happy. it is love and kindness and helping each other and just plain being good.”

— Laura Ingalls Wilder

“ I hope  as we begin a new year 
that more visitors will come step 

into the past and that support for 
this grows.”
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Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook, Cartwheels In The Kitchen, 
is available at Midnight Oil Coffee House, as well as through 

Tanya by e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.  
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the Makonde Team 

mission work in Tanzania, Africa.

Good NeiGhbor CorN Soup

Whether you use frozen corn, fresh corn cut right from the cob, or use some 
of the corn you put in the freezer last summer (just don’t use canned; it just won’t be the same) 
this makes a great soup.  I once took this to a friend who was very ill and after eating it she said this 
was all she wanted.  I guess that’s the true meaning of comfort food.  This is one of those soups you 
might consider making a larger batch of and putting servings in the freezer for later.

4 c fresh or frozen corn kernels (1# bag of frozen)
1/4 c. chopped onion
2 tbsp butter
1/2 tsp salt
1/4 tsp pepper
4 tbsp unbleached all purpose flour 
2 c good chicken stock (no msg if using packaged)
2 c milk
8 ounces sharp cheddar, shredded *
4 oz can chopped green chilies
1/2 c cooked bacon pieces

sauté
In a large saucepan or stockpot sauté the corn and chopped 
onion in butter over medium heat until the onion is clear.

roux
Add salt, pepper and flour and stir well to make a roux (a 
paste) and continue cooking for another minute.

add
Gradually add chicken stock and milk and stir until it gets 
smooth and thick.  Reduce heat and add cheese and green 
chilies.

serve
Keep warm until serving then top each serving with a spoon 
of bacon pieces.  Enjoy!

* I am not a fan of pre shredded cheese of any kind on anything.  It 
is coated in cellulose and it sometimes compromises the texture of 
foods, particularly cooked soups.  Just buy that block of cheese and 
shred it or cut it into tiny pieces!
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find the answers

A hundred feet in the 
Air, but its bAck is 

On the grOund.  
whAt is it?

in whAt yeAr dOes 
christmAs dAy And 

new yeAr’s dAy fAll in 
the sAme yeAr?

acRoss
3. Aaron enjoys being with his 
________ the most in playing on the 
Wildcat football team.

4. The Three E’s are education, 
________, and equipment.

6. The first step to “house raising”.

DoWn
1. ________ Dixon was named MVP for the 
Lions game.

2. The highest award the Harding athletic 
department gives.

5. Each building in the village has its own 
story to tell and the goal is not to ________ it, 
but to hear it.
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Show your support for life and help raise money 
at the same time! Purchase an official Choose Life 

Arkansas License Plate for the rear of your car. You 
can obtain one through direct purchase from the 

Department of Finance and Administration. 
Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the 

BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!

Keep your head up. God gives His 
hardest battles to His strongest 

soldiers.
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