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Publisher’s Note

The Best Is
Yet To Come
P

retty much my whole life I have had a
dog. My favorite was a doberman that a neighbor
had given me when I had moved out on my own for the first
time at the age of 18. He wasn’t your average doberman,
he was very quiet and docile and a tad bit overweight. I
took him everywhere with me except for work, and he
became very acclimated pretty quickly to being on the go.
He was pretty laid back unless he sensed that I was nervous. On
one such occasion, an uninvited solicitor showed up at my door.
This man, who was a total stranger, asked to come inside and my
dog immediately sensed danger. The hair on his back stood up and
he started a low, vicious growl. Needless to say, I no longer had
to worry about the person standing at the door in the dark asking
to come in!
That dog passed away over 20 years ago, and I still miss him.
For the past 10 years, I have not had a dog, pretty much for the
first time in my life. I have been so busy taking care of others I just
could not imagine, quite honestly, taking on anything else.
But suddenly life got a little bit easier and things started slowing
down, so I occasionally would get on the web and dog search.
My first choice, of course, was a doberman, but I kept the options
open. Then one evening I ran across a picture of Sasha. I called the
shelter she was in the next morning and asked about her personality
and for more of her back story. I wanted a dog, but I also more than
anything wanted one that my kids could really attach to.
Sasha’s owner had died and Sasha had been left outside on the
property fending for herself and occasionally getting fed by the
neighbors. She never left
the property and three
months later the shelter
was eventually called.
However, she was so
fearful by then that she
had to be live-trapped
to catch her. I knew
immediately that we
were the perfect family
for her to love and
protect. She was so full
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of fear the first few weeks, but it did not take her long to realize that
her whole life was about to be amazing. And it is. She is spoiled,
loved and doted on, always.
As the days go on with our new pet, sometimes I think how
unsure she must have believed her future was. She had been alone
in the darkness every night, not knowing what was going to happen
from day to day. Unusual things occurring all around her were
creating confusion and fear. But the best was yet to come for her.
So here we are, literally our entire world in the same situation
that this dog was in. Day to day, strange things are occurring all
around us in this world. New rules, shortages on everyday items at
the store, our children exposed to vulgar influences in our society
that we could never have imagined, and so much division. It all
seemed to happen overnight, just like Sasha’s situation.
But it really didn’t. It has been a long, slow descent down a
road of forgetting the values our country was built on, changing
our values to match the current trends, not educating ourselves
on history that does not need to be repeated, forgetting to support
organizations that 20 years ago were warning us of a sharp decline
in family values, total lack of transparency from so many political
entities, and sometimes forgetting that truth and facts should be at
least considered in guiding our society’s trajectory.
In short, is the best yet to come for us? Well, if our hope is
in Christ, then yes. But who knows if things in this world will
improve. That still has yet to be seen. However, what I do know is
that even in Winston Churchill’s darkest hour during WWII there
was hope.
So buy locally, encourage someone you know with kind words,
send a card to an organization that you respect that is making a
difference. Pray, volunteer and give. But, whatever you do, do it
with love and hope. Those are certainly two behaviors that can only
make a positive difference. Who knew that a dog could inspire so
much thought and insight?
As always, thank you for reading Searcy Living.

Christine

Over
20 Years
of Arkansas
History

Remember The Extras:

.com

So buy locally, encourage
someone you know
with kind words, send a
card to an organization
that you respect that is
making a difference. Pray,
volunteer and give. But,
whatever you do, do it
with love and hope.
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Searcy Dermatology, P.A.
Bradley White, M.D.
1903 E. Beebe-Capps • Searcy, AR
Phone (501) 279-3838

Welcomes Jonna Webb, PA-C
Jonna Webb graduated in the top of her class from Harding University’s PA program
in the Alpha Class of 2007. She brings 14 years of dermatological clinical experience
with her, in addition to 4 years of dermatologic office experience. She has experience
working in a clinic under the supervision of a dermatologist, dermatopathologist,
and Mohs surgeon. Her undergraduate was obtained at Arkansas Tech University,
graduating Magna Cum Laude with a BS in Biology.

Her husband of 31 years, Kevin Webb, is a native of Searcy. They have returned to
Searcy with their 4 children: Roc who is a sophomore at Harding University, Raquel
an 11th grader, Ryder a 6th grader, and Rexi a 3rd grader. Jonna enjoys getting to
know her patients and their families, spending time with her family, hiking, camping,
teaching, running, embracing a challenging experience, and participating in both
individual and group Bible studies.
Call today to schedule an appointment with Jonna to be evaluated for skin cancer,
screened for dysplastic nevi, acne, psoriasis, eczema, rosacea, and many other
dermatologic conditions.
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Over the Counter
The Flu: What Can You Do?
By: Brooke Boston*, Emily Bass*, Rachel Huggins*, Megan Spence*,
Samantha Smith*, Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS
Pharmacy Candidate 2021

*

welcome autumn with changing of the
W eleaves,
a crisp chill in the air, and a spike in new,

confirmed cases of influenza. Ready or not, flu season is upon us.
Last year, over 53,560 influenza cases were confirmed in the state of
Arkansas, with White County being among the top reporters. This
shocking number of cases lead to an average school absenteeism
rate of 5.5% within public school systems, 59 facility outbreaks,
852 hospitalizations, and 223 deaths, 5 of which being pediatrics.

Even with diligent efforts from the Center for Disease Control
and Department of Health, predicting the severity of influenza has
the potential to be problematic because of the several different
strains of the virus. The length of the flu season can also be difficult
to determine, as it fluctuates yearly according to the severity of
the virus. Protecting yourself and those around you is critical to
impede the spread of this highly contagious and sometimes fatal,
disease. Vaccinations are the most effective preventative measure
available to you and the ones you love to avoid falling victim to
the flu.
Certain populations, such as the elderly, the immunocompromised,
and newborns, are at a greater risk of contracting the virus and
may not be able to be protect themselves, without the lifesaving
vaccination. These individuals rely solely on herd immunity
for protection. Meaning: these populations rely on the healthy
individuals surrounding them to be vaccinated and disease-free
in order to avoid illness. These specific populations are also at
a greater risk of complications and fatalities associated with
influenza.
Just like the leaves change yearly, so does the flu! For those who
have previously been vaccinated, it is crucial to be revaccinated
yearly for protection of the evolving virus. Flu vaccines are
recommended for anyone 6 months or older. The Center for Disease
Control recommends people be vaccinated any time before the end
of October. Although getting vaccinated does not stop you from
getting the Flu, the duration and side effects will be less severe.
Avoiding vaccination poses a greater risk of getting the Flu and
receiving treatment, which results in longer period of battling the
Flu and more financial burden.

14 Your Hometown Magazine

The best remedy for influenza is prevention! In addition to living
a healthy lifestyle with a nutritious diet and exercise, arm yourself
with the knowledge and the truth about the disease and preventative
measures you can take to guard yourself and your loved ones. 
References
“National Press Conference Kicks Off 2018-2019 Flu Vaccination
Campaign” CDC. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
September 27 2018.
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/spotlights/press-conference-2018-19.htm
Nathaniel Smith. Arkansas Department of Health.
https://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/images/uploads/pdf/Weekly_
Influenza_Report_Week_Ending_Sathttps://www.healthy.arkansas.gov/
programs-services/topics/influenza#Weekly%20Flu%20Reporturday_
May_12,_2018.pdf
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We the People

of the Unite d S tate s of Ame r ic a

Unity Health Associate Receives Spirit Of Unity
Award From Appreciative Patient

Unity Health associate, Amber Cleveland, RN in the New Life
Center, was recently recognized with the Spirit of Unity Award by a patient
who stated that she was amazing and even stayed after she was off to see
the patient through their delivery. The grateful patient said, “Amber made
the whole process super easy and nice for us as first-time parents.” A gift
to the Foundation was donated in her honor.
The Spirit of Unity Award is a way for patients, or family members of patients,
to show their gratitude by giving a gift in an associate’s honor to the Unity Health
Foundation. These gifts go toward special projects and equipment upgrades that help
Unity Health care for patients for generations to come.
For more information about Spirit of Unity awards or to honor a Unity Health
associate, please call 501-278-3184 or visit unity-health.org/foundation.

Unity Health Associate Receives Spirit Of
Unity Award From Appreciative Co-Worker
Unity Health associate, Kelly Lytle, RN in Tower 1, 4th Floor was
recently honored with the Spirit of Unity Award by a fellow associate for being
kind, compassionate, encouraging and phenomenal to her patients and coworkers. A gift to the Foundation was donated in her honor.
The Spirit of Unity Award is a way for patients, or family members of patients, to show
their gratitude by giving a gift in an associate’s honor to the Unity Health Foundation.
These gifts go toward special projects and equipment upgrades that help Unity Health care
for patients for generations to come.
For more information about Spirit of Unity awards or to honor a Unity Health associate,
please call 501-278-3184 or visit unity-health.org/foundation.

One of the most important things you can do
on this earth is to let people know they are
not alone.
– Shannon L. Alder
16 Your Hometown Magazine

i n order t o form a

more perfect union

Warning to Parents About “Squid Game”
From Parents Television and Media Council • by tim winter
Why Netflix’s Ultra-Violent “Squid Game” Needs
to Be on Your Radar
The program most in-demand on Netflix is an imported
drama series called “Squid Game.” If you haven’t heard
of it yet, chances are your kids have.
“Squid Game” is a South Korean series that has taken
Netflix by storm – according to Netflix CEO Ted Sarandos,
it is poised to become Netflix’s most popular series ever.
With elements similar to “The Hunger Games,” “Squid
Game” is set in a dystopian world where players, hungry for
cash prizes, compete in familiar children’s games like “Red
Light, Green Light” that turn deadly.
And the program is violent. Incredibly violent.

Noting the program’s scenes of organ harvesting, torture
and death squad killings, the UK’s “Daily Mail” asks, “Is
this the most twisted series on TV? In the final episode of
Squid Game - and ‘round’ of the fictional game show within
the series - the main characters are pitted against each other,
with Gi-hun eventually tasked with killing his closest friend
in order to win the game and take home the 45.6 billion
(around £28m) cash prize won.”
A critic for Slate Magazine observes, “There are literally
hundreds of such deaths in the show’s nine episodes, with a
bonus dissection scene." 

Live like a tree, giving,
forgiving and free.
– Debasish Mridha M.D.
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We hold

these t ru t hs to b e

self-evident

Back-To-School Bash
Back-To-School Bash sponsored by the Cornerstone Brothers
with over 130 backpacks with supplies given away, gift cards and free food. Special
thanks to our donors First Security Bank, Regions Bank, Yarnell’s Ice Cream, Eyrras
G. and Josh O.
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That all men

are create d

equal

Thank you to this wonderful group of Pangburn FBLA students who volunteered to help sort clothing at the Imagine & Believe
Foster Care Boutique. This group of students are going to make amazing future leaders!
As we work to create light for others, we naturally light our own way.
– Mary Anne Radmacher
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They are endowed

by their C r e ato r with

certain unalienable rights

To my late MaMa, Great Gramise, Great Great Gramise, Gramise, Sister, Aunt, Cousin,
You have been gone from this earth for one year and everything has changed our lives. We all miss your beautiful smiles, the
sound of your voice, laughter, hearing you playing piano, and sign ASL. “I love you” from all of us. You are our guardian angel –
to all of us – family and friends. You have left us a lot of signs that you are okay in the beautiful Lord’s home with late family in
beautiful Heavenly Paradise. We love you very much and have never forgotten you!
Love Always, Baby Daughter Johanna Reed and families
Robbie McDaniel Aug. 30, 1940 - Oct. 19, 2020

Perspectives is a 15-week course that grows vision,
gives purpose and hope, and unifies the body of
Christ! Welcoming all denominations, Perspectives
covers four sections: biblical, historical, cultural,
and strategic. Each section is intentionally designed
to target God’s mission and vision for his people locally and globally. This course is for people of ALL
ages and backgrounds. Childcare is provided for
ages around 6-11. Sign-up before the New Year and
get $25 off!!!
Please email if you have any questions.
Thank you!
Kacie Anzalone
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Am o n g t h ese are

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Beebe
FFA member Cody Marrs!
He won Reserve Grand Champion
Hampshire recently in the market
hog show at the Arkansas Youth
Expo.

Daisy’s Lunchbox 8th birthday
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That to secure these rights,

G ov ern m en t s are institute d am ong

men

2021 Luminary Project
Presented by the CARTI Searcy Auxiliary
On Friday, December 3rd & Saturday, December
4th, holiday luminaries will be placed around the White
County Courthouse in Searcy to honor or memorialize loved
ones. (Weather permitting).
Each luminary sold will benefit the cancer patients of CARTI
Searcy. For more information, call CARTI at 501-660-7616.
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deri v i n g their just p owers from th e

consent of the governed

Jensen, son of Clayton and Jenna Harlan
Every sunrise is an invitation for us to arise and brighten someone’s day.
– Richelle E. Goodrich
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U n i t ed , th e re is little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures.

Guest speaker Larry Arick challenged
members of the Rotary Club to “be a mentor.” We need
to project and also be of the good quality of a person
because we don’t know who is watching us as their
mentor.
Mr. Arick has retired from the Harding University
School of Theology in Memphis after 20 years of
service and as a fundraiser.
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Abigail Cooper, who is Director of Advertising
for Stanley Drug Stores is Rotary’s newest member.
Pictured with Rotary President Nathan Green.
Welcome!
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Es ta b l ish J us t ice , insure domestic tranquility, p rov i d e fo r th e c o m m o n d efe n s e

Harding University
Names Dr. Michael
D. Williams As Sixth
President

Robert. C. Walker, chairman of Harding’s
board of trustees, is pleased to announce
the selection of Dr. Michael D. Williams as the sixth
president of Harding University. This announcement
represents the conclusion of a nine-month, nationwide
search during which input was received from all Harding
constituencies.
“Dr. Williams fits the profile as established for our next
president perfectly,” said Dr. Walker. “He is a mature, spiritually
sound and Christ-centered man. He aligns with our mission and
understands our culture. He brings vision, strategic thinking and
the business acumen of an experienced university president. He
received overwhelming support from the board of trustees.”
Williams is a 1985 graduate of Harding, earning a bachelor
of business administration. He began serving on the University
admissions staff in 1987 and was named director of admission
services in 1991, and later appointed vice president of
advancement in 2003. Williams has served as the president of
Faulkner University since 2015.
“I am extremely humbled to be chosen as the sixth president of
Harding University at this exceptional time,” said Dr. Williams.

“Given the seismic changes in our culture, Harding is poised
for this decisive moment. I look forward to collaborating with
distinguished Christian scholars, extraordinary students and
passionate alumni to envision a bold and robust future.”
Williams is married to Lisa, a 1989 Harding alumna. The
couple has two grown sons, Quen and Cade (2016), and a
daughter-in-law Cailin.
Williams will assume the presidency of Harding on June 1,
2022, receiving the baton of leadership from current president,
Dr. David B. Burks.
This special announcement will be livestreamed at 3 p.m.
Harding University is a private Christian, liberal arts university
located in Searcy, Arkansas. Accredited by the Higher Learning
Commission, it is the largest private university in the state. Harding’s
student body represents students from across the U.S. and more
than 50 nations and territories. The University offers more than 100
undergraduate majors; more than 15 preprofessional programs; more
than 40 graduate and professional programs; as well as numerous
study abroad opportunities including locations in Australasia, Peru,
England, Greece, Italy and Zambia. For more information, visit
harding.edu.

The most precious thing I have
to give is my time.
– Silvia Hartmann
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Ask n o t w h a t yo u r c o u ntr y c a n d o fo r yo u –

ask what you can do for your country.

Congratulations to Kensett First Baptist Church for another softball tournament win!
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H o n es t y is th e fir s t c h a pte r of th e b o o k

wisdom

Pictured from left to right are Dan Newsom, Executive Director of WCSPSF, Inc.
and Jessica Beaver of First Electric Cooperative.

First Electric Scholarships
The White County Single Parent Scholarship Fund, Inc. recently received a $2,000
grant from First Electric Cooperative through its Operation Round-UP program. The funds will
be used to award two $1,000 First Electric Scholarships next year. Since its beginning in 1999,
WCSPSF, Inc. has awarded 727 scholarships with a combined value of $460,324. For more
information regarding WCSPSF, Inc. contact Executive Director Dan Newsom at 501-230-2414
or wcspsf.inc@gmail.com.
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Out & About

Find yourself on

.com

The Perfect
Proposal
Tre Woolford & Taylor Branum

We both started school at Harding University in
August of 2018. That following spring, we met and got
closer through Harding’s Spring Sing. We then started
dating on September 27, 2019. We went to Chili’s on our
first date and have gone again so much ever since. We love
doing lots of things together, including playing disc golf
and watching movies.
On the day of our proposal, My best friend told me that she
needed me to take some pictures of her for a senior project. She
wanted these pictures taken at “a cute place just a little outside of
Searcy”. Little did I know that when I got there, Tre would be there
waiting for me. He walked me up to the gazebo and said a lot of

sweet things, and then he asked me if I would like to spend the rest
of my life with him and marry him. Of course, I said yes!
Right after that, a few of our close friends came running out and
cheered and gave us so many hugs. Our friend, Noah Liles took the
most amazing pictures for us. There were so many laughs and tears
that took place, but I wouldn’t have wanted it any other way. After
the proposal, we went to Cloverdale Church of Christ for a small
party with our closest friends and family. It was absolutely perfect,
and I loved every minute of it.
We have grown so much together these past couple years thanks
to our family, our friends, and our relationship with God. We are
so thankful to have found each other, and we are so excited to start
this next chapter in our lives!

Noah Liles, Photographer

34 Your Hometown Magazine

SearcyLiving.com 35

Out & About

Find yourself on

Thank you to all who serve...

Until we can
receive with an
open heart, we are
never really giving
with an open
heart.

~ Brene Brown
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America’s Land Specialist

Cache River Land & Farm
(501) 278-5330
400 W. Race Ave. • Searcy, AR

Humble Roots, Hard work,
and a ton of Heart
Mossy Oak Properties (MOP) Cache River Land &
Farm was established on January 12, 2012. The
goal was to make a livin’ and help folks buy or sell
land outside the city limits. What we didn’t know
is how it would grow over the years. Currently
Eric Camp
MOP Cache River Land and Farm yearly average is
7,000+ acres per year and 15+ million in yearly sales. Eric Camp
and his team of Certified Land Specialists (CLS) are looking
forward to helping you achieve your goals.

Nimmo Cabin - MLS#22205

Our team of CLS are not just realtors. We complete course training
and certification tests in order to use “CLS” behind our name. We
spend a large part of our time getting to know your land or the type
of land you want, so we can save you time and effort. Your stories
are important to us. Good or bad, they help guide our decisions for
your specific need. Our passion is the LAND and we focus on that
full time. Let us use that passion for you. 
“Laws change; People die; the LAND remains.”
– Abe Lincoln

Bottoms Up Deer Camp - MLS# 22591

118 acres Higginson - MLS#16729

explore properties online

211 acres Optimus - MLS# 16625

cacheriverlandandfarm.com

Out & About
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Out & About

Find yourself on
Searcy lions
3 grade champs
rd
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Constitution Essay Contest

Congratulations to the winners of the local Constitution Essay contest submitted by Melissa
Cooper on behalf of White County Republican Women.

What the United States
Constitution Means to Me
By Mollie Hoggard
Harding Academy/Mrs. McNeal
7th Grade
What does the United States Constitution mean to me? When I
heard that question I knew exactly what to say. The U.S. Constitution
means a lot of things to me. Some things I think about are unity,
strength, and respect. The Constitution was a major part, and time
of this world today.
When I think about the U.S. Constitution and what it means to me, I
think of the word unity. When I first learned about the Constitution, it
really spoke to me when it said “We the people”. Those words showed
everyone as equals, not as “We the men”, or “We the leaders”. They put
everyone as equals, “We the people”. That really shows that everyone is
in unity in all of the decisions, and can all come together as one.
Another thing the U.S. Constitution means to me is strength. When
you think about it and the words that the paper says, it shows the strength
of the U.S. The United States is a very strong country, and that is because
we have unity.
One last thing I think of when I think of the U.S. Constitution is
respect. When you read it, there is no doubt or weakness. We state what
is going to happen without any question about it. Because we are strong
we have respect too. Respect is something to earn, and “we the people”
have earned it.
In conclusion, when I heard the title of this paragraph, I knew exactly
what to say. One thing I have to say is, being still a kid, it is very
confusing to learn all of these things about the U.S. Constitution. I know
that if you try hard and ask questions, you can learn so much about it!
When you dig deeper you can find meaning in it just like I did. So, if I
had to tell three things that the U.S. Constitution means to me, I would
say unity, strength, and respect. 

“The United States is a very strong country, and
that is because we have unity.”
42 Your Hometown Magazine

Th United States Constitution
By Madalyn Johnson
White County Central Middle School/Barbara Henry
8th Grade
The constitution applies to all American citizens, but it
means something special to each one. To me the constitution
means freedom, liberty, rights, power, and prosperity.
We are able to establish our own government with our own
rules. We don’t have to follow or do what a king says. We are free
to speak, go to church, dress, and act as we choose. No longer do
we have to worry about pleasing a king.
The Statue of Liberty is a constant reminder of what this country
is full of. Since 1787 we have lived a life full of freedom and
liberty. We don’t have chains around our wrists and bars in our
faces. We can walk freely and we can do what we please. We are
free and with freedom comes liberty.
We have lots of rights we’re untitled to. Freedom of speech, the
right to vote, the right to live however we want without having to
worry about a king. We don’t have to follow ridiculous rules and
obey one person.Women can get the same opportunities as men.
We can get an education and do whatever we want in our lives.
We have the power to decide the outcome of our lives. No one else
can do that.
America is the greatest nation on Earth. We have power. Thanks
to our founding fathers, America is a prosperous land full of
different cultures and races. We, as citizens, have the power to
make a change and state our own opinions. We have the power to
win wars and rise from poverty. It’s not really the country who has
the power, it’s the people who live in the country. We don’t just
have the power to win wars, we also have the power to help each
other. Lending a helping hand is the greatest power of all. Giving
support to those who are less fortunate is something that other
people don’t see and it’s something most people aren’t rewarded
for, that’s why it takes so much power.
Since the Great Depression, America has been a prosperous
land full of opportunity. We have what some people dream of. We
never have to worry about where our next meal will come from or
where we’ll sleep. Even though some people still live in poverty
and are homeless, they still have people who lend them a helping
hand. Everyone gets the same opportunities and everyone gets the
same chances.
Without the Constitution we would not have anything we were
entitled to. Now we have too many rights to count. We are not
under the rule of a king, and we can decide the outcome of our
government and country. 

“Lending a helping hand is the
greatest power of all.”
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My View On The Constitution
By Lexie Rogers
White County Central/Mrs. Bethany Taff
8th Grade
The Constitution was made in 1787. So that was a pretty long time
ago. But I think that I still get a say when it comes to this document. I get
to say what it means to me. The Constitution is the supreme law of the
land. I have been learning about it for as long as I can remember. From
someone who loves history, I personally think that documents like this
one are very interesting. There are a lot of people who don’t really care
about anything that started this country.
The title of the constitution says “We The People.” To me that means that
everybody had a say in the law. When everybody has a say in the law that is
called democracy. I think that we are lucky that we have democracy because
I personally do not want to be ruled by a king or queen. I think that is just so
wrong. Now I’m not saying what England is doing is wrong because I guess
that just works for them.
I am glad that we have the Constitution because if we didn’t have any
rules at all then our country would be in complete chaos. Chaos is definitely
not what this country needs. What this country needs are people who think
before they do things, people who are kind to others, people who don’t care
so much about everything. We all just need to think about that for a second.
Why do we need those things? Well, our country is not in the best state at the
moment. There are so many people committing crimes constantly. At this
moment there is probably [someone] committing a crime. People don’t think
before they do things. They just do and then they cause chaos. When you are
kind to people they will most likely be kind back. That is called peace. When
you do something bad to somebody they will probably do something bad
back. That’s just what people’s brains automatically go to. Also, if you don’t
care so much about what people do then there wouldn’t be as much arguing
and fighting.
All of these examples go hand in hand. The Constitution are laws that
everybody needs to follow no matter who you are or what you are doing. That
is called rule of law. I think that it is important that we all follow the rules
instead of just trying to get away with it because you are famous for whatever
you do. That is my view on the Constitution. 

“I think that it is important that we all follow the rules instead of just trying to
get away with it because you are famous for whatever you do.”
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Financial Focus

How Should Investors

Respond to Inflation?
For more than a decade, inflation has been essentially dormant. In recent months, though,
economists have expected an uptick but were still surprised by the sharp jump in the April Consumer Price
Index (CPI), which rose 4.2% from a year ago. As an investor, what can you expect if we do enter a more
inflationary environment?

First, it’s useful to understand the main causes of the recent
spike in prices. Part of the explanation is simply a result of
increased economic activity in the spring of 2021 over the same
period a year ago, when prices collapsed at the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic. And this reopening of the economy has
also resulted in a surge in demand for travel-related services
such as hotels, airfare and rental cars. Another contributing
factor is a widespread shortage of manufacturing materials that
have limited production and driven up prices for an array of
consumer goods.
Will this inflationary pressure continue? It’s not easy to make
predictions of this nature, but, for now, the Federal Reserve
seems to believe the recent price hikes are temporary, and, as
a result, will continue its policy of keeping interest rates low.
But a few more months of higher-than-expected inflation could
change the Fed’s view and its actions.
In any case, how should you as an individual investor respond
to even the potential threat of rising prices? You’ll need to keep
in mind that inflation affects different types of investments
differently. Consider fixed-income securities such as bonds,
which pay a set interest rate – the coupon rate. Because rising
inflation erodes the value of a bond’s future income, bond prices
typically fall during inflationary periods. This is particularly
true of longer-term bonds, due to the cumulative effect of the
lower purchasing power. On the other hand, stocks – especially
those of larger companies – tend to do well during inflationary
periods, which might not be that surprising, considering that a
company’s revenue and earnings may increase at a rate similar
to that of inflation. Of course, “stocks” is a broad term, and some
industries will do better than others when inflation is on the rise.
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Even if inflation keeps advancing, you may not want to make
significant changes to your investments. For example, although
their prices may fall, bonds can still be valuable assets, since
they can help reduce the impact of market volatility on your
portfolio. And if you’ve already got a good mix of stocks
appropriate for your goals and risk tolerance, there’s probably
no need to shake things up.
Here’s one more thought to keep in mind about inflation: It
serves as a reminder that you’ll always need to have a reasonable
percentage of growth-oriented investments in your portfolio to
avoid losing purchasing power. As we’ve seen, inflation won’t
always be in hibernation.
Ultimately, your own actions and decisions will determine
your success as an investor, but you’ll still want to be aware of
how a development like inflation can affect the economy and the
financial markets. If we are entering territory we haven’t seen in
a while, it pays to stay alert. 
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones. Member SIPC
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Chris Stanley
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Branson shows
Helping

Foster Families
By Jennifer Webb
Chris Stanley, who was voted “Best Magician in Branson,” and his wife found out they couldn’t have kids.
“We got tested. Turns out, I’m unattractive.” He jokes in his Branson show, Chris Stanley’s Magic Comedy Hour.
Chris Stanley is an award winning actor, writer, comedian, that child has blue eyes and he or she is an important part of the
and magician. He’s one of Branson’s favorite entertainers family.
with his high energy magic, comedy, and science show. But
Much of foster parenting is getting through to the root cause of
that didn’t help him on the path to parenthood.
behaviors and replacing bad habits with good ones. For example,
Before he knew it, some friends of theirs talked them into going if a child steals, hides, and stashes food they may have been starved
to an informational meeting on foster care.
in the past. A foster family might be able to counter it by providing
“It’s not what you think it is.” Chris advises.
a container of healthy snacks that the kids can eat any time, no
He readily admits that though fostering is not for everyone, most questions asked.
people (him included) have many misconceptions about it. When
As a foster parent, there will be things that go on in your home
he went to his first class he had the common mentality of believing that will call for needed support in order to deal with them. Many
there was no way that it would be for him.
foster kids deal with big emotions - emotions that adults would
“Education is key,” he says.
have trouble handling. Their brains go into “fight, flight, or freeze”
“Go to the first meeting,” he urges. “If it’s not for you, that’s ok, mode. It’s one more symptom of the post-traumatic stress that
but there are tons of ways that anyone can help support.”
many kids in foster care have.
Chris and his wife had just inadvertently taken
Another big thing for foster kids and parents
their first steps to becoming foster parents.
is feeling like they are perpetually out of
He will be the first one to tell you that
place, unloved, and unwanted. When
it’s not a bed of roses. “There are bad
a foster child arrives at a new place,
‘“Go to the first meeting.” he
things that you need to be prepared
they come with the clothes on
urges. “If it’s not for you, that’s
for, but you will have amazing
their back, and a trash sack of
ok, but there are tons of ways
times.”
their belongings, if they are lucky.
Chris has had a child turn one
Sometimes those clothes are dirty,
that anyone can help support.”’
year old in his arms. He’s seen
don’t fit, or tattered beyond repair.
first words, first steps, smashed first
Some people visibly recoil when
birthday cakes, Christmas mornings, and
they hear the words “foster child.” What
first bicycle rides.
does that do to a kid? It teaches them that
He’s also had an eight-year-old girl break a very
they are different, they don’t fit in, they are unloved,
sturdy couch in 3 places in the reinforced wood areas - areas that and that they are worthless. What a hard thing for anyone to hear,
an adult would be hard-pressed to break.
let alone a kid!
“You’re not going to get a fantasy kid,” he warns. “You have
That is what Chris Stanley is working to change. It’s why he
to learn who they are. They come with things that you have no includes a little blurb at the end of the Chris Stanley Magic Comedy
control over. You don’t know their family history, or health history. Hour about getting more information and doing some little part to
You don’t know if diabetes or heart disease runs in their families. help. He also keeps his sense of humor and includes a “parenting”
You have no idea how tall they will get.”
section in his show.
For foster parents, there are many questions that they can’t
When anyone goes through a hard time - like foster kids and
answer. But Chris has a great response. For example, if someone their families often do - help and kindness go a long way. Chris
says: “Oh, he’s got blue eyes! Does that run in the family?” The is not the only Branson entertainer trying to give these families a
answer is yes, it runs in the family. And it’s totally true because hand up.
 Continued on next page
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The Haygood family, of Branson’s most popular show,
“The Haygoods” have also stepped in to offer a helping hand.
Their show has sold over 6 million tickets, and they are on their
29th hit season. If you want tickets, you’d better get them well
in advance. The show features 5 brothers, 1 sister, and over 20
instruments. They are Branson superstars. But it wasn’t always
like that.
Timothy, the oldest brother, remembers when they lived in a
mobile home with a leaky roof in the Ozarks. Their dad was a
carpenter and worked hard, but it’s hard to support a big family
on a carpenter's salary. Timothy will never forget that some days
his shoes were held together with little more than duct tape and a
prayer.
When the Haygoods first came to Branson, they were told
their dream of having their own show couldn’t be done. It was
something only open to famous people - and the large Haygood
family was a far cry from being famous.
Still, from their start performing at Silver Dollar City until
their present-day performances at the Clay Cooper Theater, many
people have encouraged them and invested time and energy into
them and their show.
Many of the big-name entertainers of Branson worked with the
Haygoods, encouraged them, and coached them. Those people
believing in them and helping them made all the difference.
That’s why Timothy and the rest of the Haygoods are so
passionate about giving back. They remember where they came
from, and they want to pay it forward to the next generation.
Their shows are usually sold out, but there is a row that is reserved
strictly for foster families, veterans, and those with medical issues
and a short time to live (and their families).
While the Haygoods show is jam-packed with special effects,
talent, and mind-blowing entertainment, for the Haygoods
themselves the best part comes after the show: getting to sit down
and visit with the kids from foster families. You won’t find this
group recoiling from those kids that have gone through so much
in their short lives! They talk with the kids, encourage them, and
sometimes even give them a tour of the stage itself.

Every Haygood remembers their humble roots and how it felt for
someone to take time out of their day to spend with them. They
remember the encouragement, the coaching, and how knowing
someone believed in them made them feel.
Since they have been in Branson for 30 years, they have had
people come back to them that are now performing musicians.
But their love for foster families has not stopped there. They
have done fundraisers for local foster homes. They have even
gone so far as giving tickets to foster families that could not have
otherwise afforded to see the show. Additionally, they have even
reached out to other shows and lodgings in town to try to negotiate
discounts for foster families in need.
When you do a random act of kindness, when you reach out and
help a family in need, offer encouragement or a kind word, it can
mean the world to someone that is hurting. Foster children are
often hurting. Their families love them, but they also need our
support.
If you are interested in fostering, attend an informational meeting.
If you are a foster parent in need of support or more information on
the Haygood’s program to help foster kids, please contact Imagine
and Believe, a local nonprofit that supports foster children.
If you want to laugh so hard that your sides hurt the next morning,
or see a good musical show, check out the Chris Stanley Magic
Hour in Branson and the Haygoods Show. 
Jennifer Webb is the author of “SelfDiscipline in 6 Weeks: How to Set Goals with
Soul and Make Your Habits Work for You”
and “The Pearl Perspective: How Changing
Your Perspective Can Change Your Life.”
She founded the personal development
blog contentmentquesting.com where she's
committed to helping people find the joy in their
lives.

“When you do a random act of kindness, when you reach out and
help a family in need, offer encouragement or a kind word, it can
mean the world to someone that is hurting.

”

Contact Info for foster/adopt families:

Imagine & Believe Foundation
P. O. Box 2042
Searcy, AR 72145
(501) 593-5263
searcyliving.net/imaginebelieve
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e are Matrix 82912A, a VEX Robotics community
team based out of Higginson, Arkansas. Most VEX
robotics teams are funded by the school where the team
members attend, but we all attend different schools so Coach
John Risk put us together as a community team. With only
three members, Tyler Risk, CLA Smith, and Ronnie Myers, we
made it to State in spring of 2021 as a first-year team.

W

“Being on a robotics
team gives me teamwork,
social, and problem
solving skills that many
other can’t offer.”
-CLA

“I’ve gained a skill since
I started robotics that I
didn’t really know I had.”
–KATIE
Through a yard sale with donations of items from friends and
family, we raised enough money for VEX registration, the elements
for our practice field, new parts for our robot, and entry fees for
competitions. This was necessary because as was mentioned
before, we are not an organized, school-funded team. A gofundme
page has been established for anybody who would like to donate to
support us in our endeavor to build on our success from last year.
Any donations are greatly appreciated.
 Continued on next page
With our robot, Scorpion 2.0, and our extraordinary driver, CLA,
we won one Remote Skills Tournament (a tournament in which
we video our driving skills and our programming skills), one inperson tournament in Star City, Arkansas, and placed third in an
in-person tournament in McGehee, Arkansas. Our Remote Skills
Tournament win put us into the State Tournament in Hot Springs,
Arkansas. At State, we qualified sixth in the qualifying matches.
We then lost in the semi-finals ending our 2020-21 season. We held
our heads high because we were a rookie team.
We have made a few changes and upgrades to our team
this year. One of the more exciting changes to our team is the
addition of a fourth member, Katie Turman, who puts us in the
running for Excellence Award in VEX tournaments through her
documentation of the building and designing process of our robot.
Also, with hopes of bringing a VEX tournament to Searcy, Coach
John Risk has become an event partner and is currently searching
for a suitable and affordable venue.

“Robotics has really allowed
me to expand into the big
I’s of robotics, innovation
and imagination. Without
these there would be
no advancement left for
tomorrow.”
-TYLER
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“Robotics has opened up
a new world to me, and
it has instilled in me a
greater desire to learn.”

“526F626F7469637320
69732066756E” (HEX)
-COACH BRIAN

-RONNIE

The VEX Robotics competition is presented by Robotics
Education and Competition Foundation, whose mission is to
increase student interest and involvement in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM) by engaging students
in hands-on, affordable, and sustainable robotics engineering
programs. Through remote and in-person activities, students
increase their innovative thinking, problem-solving, and
communication skills, enhancing their academic journey.
(vexrobotics.com) 

“Coaching Robotics allows
me to teach work ethic and
teamwork to young minds
willing to learn.”
-COACH JOHN

“...Students increase their innovative thinking,
problem-solving, and communication skills,
enhancing their academic journey.”

56 Your Hometown Magazine

SearcyLiving.com 57

“My vision was to
provide a place where
people could connect,
share laughter, and
celebrate life.”
~ Tammy Morris,
owner of Melt Studio
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By Jennifer Webb

Barbara paused, took a breath to steel her nerves, and
opened the door. What she saw took her breath away.

just the piece, but everything! It covered all the regular paints,
specialty paints, brushes, clean-up, and any other supplies she
used. There was no time limit as to how long she could work on a
piece. She could come back over and over and work on the same
piece till her heart’s content if she wanted to! There was no rush
whatsoever - a nice respite from the everyday hustle and bustle, go,
go, go that most of us are used to.

Shelves of white pottery and ceramics greeted
her. They ran the whole length of the wall and
towered up nearly to the ceiling, displaying
endless possibilities. Intermittently, splashes
of color greeted her in the form of examples
“She had everything we needed. It didn’t matter how
of what the blank canvases of pottery could be
much stuff you used, you just had that one set price on
turned into as finished products. The top shelf
the mug that was there when you picked it up.”
was full of smooth, cheerfully bright pieces that
- Barbara Carson,
begged to be touched.
Melt Art Studio Customer
Above it all were the words “Paint, Create,
Celebrate.”
Despite being an art major, Barbara Carson
She started looking at pictures of sunflowers
felt a little intimidated because she had never
to get an idea of what tones to use. Tammy
worked with clay or ceramics and didn’t know
showed her each of the colors - how they would
anything about the medium or the process.
look before it was fired and how it would look
Her Women’s Bible Study group had a
after it was fired.
gathering at Melt Art Studio on Arch Street in
As Barbara applied what looked like a
downtown Searcy. Barbara had come early
muddy gray color for the stem, she looked at
since she was nervous.
the example tile and thought, “This is actually
Tammy, the owner, warmly greeted her and
going to be a really pretty green.”
invited her to stay as long as she liked. There
If she made any mistake, Tammy was right
was no rush. “Come and stay awhile,” she said.
there to help her fix it.
“Look, take pictures, handle the pieces, take
“The owner (Tammy) made us feel so
your time.”
comfortable. If we ran into any sort of
Barbara did take pictures - a lot of pictures
problems, she was right there to rescue
- so that she could have time to think about
us.”
what she wanted. The only way that she could
A
gift
for
a
friend.
narrow it down was to think of who she wanted
- Barbara Carson,
to give the finished piece to.
			
Melt Art Studios Customer
She thought of her friend who
had an upcoming birthday and
She and her church group sat down, with paints
decided on a coffee mug with a and example tiles, each working on their different
sunflower already stamped on it. pieces. It was fun as a group because everyone was
Everyone needs a good mug, right? so different.
Plus, the sunflower would be fairly
While Barbara worked on her mug, she looked across
easy. She would just approach it the table and saw one of her colleagues painting a giant
like she was coloring a picture in a Christmas tree with a Santa carrying it. There was a
coloring book.
particular shade of green that had flecks in it that burst
What surprised her was that the into another color. On her own mug she used a cream
prices on the pieces included not color background that had what looked like chunks of
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“I like going to Melt so much! I get to
paint all different shapes and sizes of
pottery in a peaceful place. And Miss
Tammy is very nice.”
–Emmett, age 9

chocolate chips (one of many shades of a specialty type of pottery paint).
When the piece is fired, the chunks burst and create a beautiful pattern. It
was gorgeously smooth and didn’t stick out like a chocolate chip.
“It looks like you did magic,” Barbara explained, “but it was just the type
of paint.” The firing process in the kiln makes what looks like blobs blend
together beautifully. You can even sign your name or write a message with
the paints with a fine-tipped pen.
Barbara walked out feeling refreshed and happy. Somehow the whole
experience had rekindled her spirit and recharged her batteries. She had
to laugh when she thought of how nervous she had been at the start of the
experience - and that a 4-year-old could have easily enjoyed the experience
just as much.
For Tammy - Harding alumni, teacher, and owner of Melt Art Studios Barbara’s experience is exactly what she had in mind when she
opened Melt Art Studios 3 years ago. She dreamed of a place
where people could come to connect with one another, relax, and
enjoy the process of art - no matter how old they were or how
much experience they had.
Tammy first started Melt Art Studio in McCrory, after taking art
classes and falling in love with pottery. During COVID, Tammy
kept the studio functioning by creating custom to-go pottery kits
that people could take home to paint and return to be fired. When the
opportunity came to move her studio to its current location on Arch Street,
Tammy knew she could not refuse as soon as she saw the space.
She hosts groups like Barbara’s women’s Bible study group, birthday
parties for adults and kids alike, art summer camps for kids, storytimes,
showers, team building, office parties, and is mobile for large group
gatherings. She also has regular business hours if you just
want to drop by, paint, and relax.
She has practical pieces of functional dishes, stoneware
that is microwave, oven, and dishwasher safe, as well as
ornaments, candle holders, seasonal decor, more whimsical
decorations, and clay impressions of foot and handprints.
Everyone will find something they like at Melt Art
Studio at all price points. They have stamps, stencils,
sponges, screenprinting, and patterns for almost anything
you can imagine. It makes it easy and enjoyable to create
art - no matter your talent or experience level.
If this sounds unique, it is. Melt Art Studio is one of only a handful of
other studios in the state that provides this experience.
It’s a great place to have a gathering, create a custom gift, or give the gift
of an unforgettable experience. What are you going to create?
“The wonderful thing is that it doesn’t matter how old you
are, or how much experience you have with art, using the
tools she has, anybody could create something gorgeous.”
- Barbara Carson, Melt Art Studios Customer
For more information, you can call, text or email, or visit the Melt Art
Studio website, or find them on Facebook and Instagram.
Contact Info:
https://meltartstudio.com
https://www.facebook.com/meltartstudio
https://www.instagram.com/meltartstudio
meltartstudio@gmail.com
(870) 731-4442 
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Junior Auxiliary of Searcy

C harity B all
By Elise Collier

Charity Ball Royalty
2001 — Anne Gardner and Wayne Johnson
2002 — Mary Green and Ray Montgomery
2003 — Belinda LaForce
2004 — Janett Crain and Charles Green
2005 — E.D. Yancey and Letain DeVore
2006 — Ginny Morgan
2007 — Julie Killough
2008 — Ginger Beebe and Ralph Haymond
2009 — Steve and Kathy Lightle

T

he Junior Auxiliary of Searcy chapter was kicked off with a
BANG! We had the pleasure of honoring Mrs. Kelly VanHook as
our Charity Ball Queen!

To start, we had our annual Queen’s Tea for Kelly. As Junior Auxiliary of
Searcy chapter members, we feel this Charity Ball plays a vital role in the
continued success for this wonderful organization. Though the pandemic
halted many projects, events and even daily activities that may have been
taken for granted before, we have not stopped caring for the needs of White
County and the children who reside therein.
We have been able to make a difference in so many lives in the past 12
months, which is what makes Junior Auxiliary so near and dear to all our
hearts.
As you all know, Charity Ball is normally in the Spring, and it truly helps
us to be able to perform so many projects throughout the next 12 months.
Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, we were unable to have it at the usual
time, which made this year’s Charity Ball so crucial.
We would like to ask you all to keep us in mind this year! This year’s
Charity Ball was held recently at the Searcy Country Club. It was a fun
night, not to mention the pleasure of honoring Mrs. Kelly VanHook!

2010 — J and Jane Bell

Warmest Regards,

2011 — Ruby Nell Moye and Wade Turner
2012 — Casey and Sara Dacus
2013 — Reynie and Ann Rutledge

Elise Collier
Junior Auxiliary of Searcy
Alumni Liaison & Charity Ball Chair

2014 — Michael and Sarah Oxner
2015 — Don and Cathy Rainey
2016 — Lane and Betsy Bailey
2017 — Les and Denice Eaves
2018 — Mary Lou Dunn
2019 — Christine Walker
2020 — Diane Killough
2021 — Kelly VanHook
 Rick and Kelly
VanHook
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Don’t Just
Don’t just learn, experience.
Don’t just read, absorb.
Don’t just change, transform.
Don’t just relate, advocate.
Don’t just promise, prove.
Don’t just criticize, encourage.
Don’t just think, ponder.
Don’t just take, give.

Don’t just see, feel.
Don’t just dream, do.
Don’t just hear, listen.
Don’t just talk, act.
Don’t just tell, show.
Don’t just exist, live.

– Roy T. Bennett
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In Jail At Age Of Two

He
Now
Rescues Others
By Daniel Torres

His young mother had committed murder, and with no one to leave little Martin with, she took him to jail with her. In those days in
Juarez, Mexico it was allowed to take a child with you if you were incarcerated. Martin was two years old.

M

any of Martin’s family members were also
in jail at that time. His mother had a sentence of ten
years. They were released when he was 12. And at 12 years old
Martin knew everything that there was to know about drugs
and crime. Not long after he got out of jail he was back in jail
again, and again, and again. His last stay in jail was due to a
brutal murder, but this time he was never getting out. He was
angry at the world and full of hatred. One day Martin was
attempting suicide as a pastor walked up to his cell. After a few
incredible moments Martin’s life was totally transformed as he
accepted Jesus into his heart. His life suddenly had purpose,
hope and, most of all, he had love.
Immediately, Martin wanted to change the world. He grew in the
Lord and wanted to start a church in jail. After jumping hurdles
with the authorities Martin got permission to build a church. Funds
started coming in. In a few years Martin’s church at the jail had
500 inmates attending the services. It was there where he met his
future wife. She was serving time for drug trafficking but her life
was also radically changed. They got married in jail. Everything
was going great in jail.
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One day he was called into the office and was told that his life
sentence was reduced to time served. Martin was upset. He wanted
to stay and serve in his church. But he was forced to leave. Soon his
wife was also released. They struggled to make ends meet as they
found ways to start a church and an orphanage in Juarez, Mexico.
Pastor Martin Nuñez is now 46. For many years he has served
as pastor of his church and has raised many kids in his orphanage.
The kids call him “Dad.” He also has a large group of ex-prisoners
that travel to other areas of Mexico to minister in prisons, rehab
centers, churches, and outdoor events.
Just a couple of months ago Pastor Martin received a great
surprise. An orphanage in Chihuahua, a city 4 hours south of
Juarez, was going through a very difficult time, as the founder and
director was going through severe health problems. She could no
longer take care of the 120 kids that she had in the orphanage,
so she turned the operation over to a pastor and his wife. Shortly
after that the pastor’s wife was killed, leaving the pastor unable to
take care of the orphanage. So he, in turn, turned it over to others
who did not have the best interest of the orphanage at heart. The
120 kids in the ministry were placed in other ministries and the

“His life suddenly had purpose, hope and,
most of all, he had love.”
property was left alone to the looters. The founder came out of the
coma and desperately called an old friend for help - Pastor Martin.
He went down to Chihuahua and started to put some order back
into the orphanage, which was at one time a very beautiful place.
The founder knew that she did not have long to live so she legally
turned the entire ministry over to Pastor Martin.
One of Pastor Martin’s young men that he rescued from a
drunken stupor at age 7 has recently graduated from law school.
He studied law as it applies to children, because his dream is to
help kids as he once was helped. Pastor Martin placed this young
man and his wife-to-be as directors of the orphanage in Chihuahua.
Pastor Martin travels from Juarez to Chihuahua every week to help
with the repairs after the damage done by looters. The orphanage
is slowly being re-established and today they already have 17 kids
living there. Soon they’ll be back up to 120 again.
So now Pastor Martin has two orphanages, aside from his work
as pastor.
And as an added gift from the Lord, Pastor Martin also received
another surprise just recently. He had to go to the prison authorities
to get a copy of his past criminal record. But they could not find
anywhere in the prison records that he was once a prisoner or that
he had committed any crimes.

2 Corinthians 5:17...Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is
a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! (NIV).
As a missionary in Juarez, Mexico for 10 years, Pastor Martin is
one of my heroes of the faith. I have had the privilege of knowing
him and his wife for about 8 years. We have worked together on
many projects to further the Kingdom of God. Pastor Martin’s
story was published in SEARCY LIVING a few years ago; this is
a shorter version with a couple of updates. The expenses to operate
these ministries are staggering. For comments, questions, or if
you wish to help Pastor Martin, please e-mail me at d_torres53@
yahoo.com. Maranatha! 
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Salas

Southern
S a l e s
By Jennifer Webb

“Tanya…” Anthony’s voice called to her. She knew she should respond, but it was easier to pull the covers
over her head and act like she hadn’t heard.
he sun was peeking through the edges of the swallowed by sorrow and laying in bed all day. Something had to
curtains. Cheerfully, and annoyingly bright, it was the change.
opposite of how Tanya felt. She didn’t know if she would ever
So they moved to Searcy, close to Anthony’s parents. As they
be able to stop crying. She didn’t even feel like getting out of were driving down Pleasure Street, Tanya saw a sign that said “For
bed. Her eyes were red and puffy, as they had been for weeks Rent” on a yellow building that had the potential to be anything.
now. She still couldn’t believe that he was gone - crashing her She stopped immediately and secured the building as the home of
world.
their new store.
Her dad had meant the world to her. He had been her best friend,
Salas Southern Sales - Specializing in Antiques. It was the
mentor, mother, and father, as well as business partner. Everywhere perfect combination of the history that Anthony loved and Tanya’s
she looked or went she saw reminders of him. Everyone knew business sense. They were going to make a go of this, and it was
him. She couldn’t even eat without thinking of him and all the just the motivation that she needed to get her feeling more like her
good times they had together in the kitchen.
old cheerful self again. Their rescue animals helped, too, but she
Images of herself, her sister, and her father in one of the 7 needed a bigger project to pour herself into.
restaurants he started - the laughing, the talking, the
It was the beginning of 2020, after all - new year,
frantic, yet intricate dance behind the scenes
new start. This would be their year! They
in the kitchen - danced through her mind.
started painting walls and making the
“It’s a labor of love for
He was the reason she had become a
building their own. Booths went up
Anthony and Tanya, both for
chef in the first place, and he taught
and they tentatively started searching
the items they find and sell and
her everything she knew about
for people to rent them.
business.
But March of 2020 changed
the people that buy them. They
“Tanya..” her husband Anthony
everything. They didn’t even know
love listening to others’ stories
poked his head into their bedroom.
if they would be able to stay open
and learning about them, their
“You have to get up and get out of
with so many businesses being forced
bed. I have some sales lined up for us
to shut down. So they changed their
families, as well as the past.”
to go to today.”
plans to rent the booths out and started
Sales? Anthony meant antiquing. That
filling them with their own inventory. They
got her attention, and she reluctantly threw back
opened, slowly and gradually, in May of 2020,
the covers.
adding stock to fill each space.
“You know, we should really get out of here.” Anthony suggested
Tanya’s business sense kicked in and she realized she was going
as they drove through their Kansas City hometown to go look at to have to do something if they were going to make it through their
the promised antiques. “It would do you good,” he insisted. “All first year. So she expanded their business online and started selling
this hustle and bustle of the city, the never stopping - you need to antiques through their website, salassouthernsales.com.
take some time for yourself.”
In the beginning, she hadn’t known if she would like it in Searcy,
Tanya thought that she would never leave the hustle and bustle but the slower pace of life was exactly what she needed. Everyone
of the city. She normally loved it, but not now. She started giving was so nice! People were not as stressed or as busy here as they
Anthony’s idea more consideration. Maybe they should move were in Kansas City. They would often stay and chat when they
to Searcy, Arkansas, where Anthony’s parents live. It would be came into the store, and reminisce about pieces that reminded
a clean slate - a fresh start. And she would stop running into them of their grandparents.
everyone in the world that knew her dad and reminded her of him.
Tanya loves the history of each piece and that it was built to last.
She knew her dad would not have wanted her to live like this - She also lives for the bargain hunt and passes the savings down to

T
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everyone that shops in her store. If there is a certain piece that
people are looking for, she helps them find it. Their store has
everything from cast iron skillets, horseshoes and furniture, to an
old working soda machine, necklaces, Avon bottles, collector’s
cars, and pictures, to old scales, kitchen utensils, unique books,
and even a large wooden mantle. They also keep a keen eye
out for unique knobs for those that buy furniture to repurpose
or resell.
They sell items both in-store and through their website. They
travel far and wide to go to auctions looking for the perfect
pieces for their store. It’s a labor of love for Anthony and Tanya,
both for the items they find and sell and the people that buy
them. They love listening to others’ stories and learning about
them, their families, as well as the past.

But the Salas’ are not just looking back. They recently started
a new adventure in Kensett as well. Salas Southern Kitchen
with the theme of antiques and eats. It combines their two loves
- antiques and down-home southern comfort food. You can
shop for antiques in the front, and sit down for a hearty meal of
meatloaf, mashed potatoes, and green beans in the back; much
like a Cracker Barrel restaurant and store. It’s the perfect tribute
to Tanya’s father, gracefully combining her old life with her new
one in Searcy.
As for Tanya herself, she no longer pines the day away in bed.
She’s found herself again, and is back with her old vigor, energy,
and infectious, welcoming smile. Who knew that the move to
Searcy was just what she needed to heal her broken heart and to
make her feel whole again? Her husband Anthony did. That’s
who.
Stop in and See Tanya and Anthony
at any of their locations:
Salas Southern Sales and Antiques
on Pleasure Street in Searcy
Salas Southern Eats and Tiques in Kensett
Online at salassouthernsales.com
You never know what kind of treasures you will find! 
Jennifer Webb is the author of “Self-Discipline in 6
Weeks: How to Set Goals with Soul and Make Your Habits
Work for You” and “The Pearl Perspective: How Changing
Your Perspective Can Change Your Life.” She founded the
personal development blog contentmentquesting.com where
she's committed to helping people find the joy in their lives.
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Congratulations Aaron and Patricia Cunningham
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His

Color
Love
of

By Bob Glidewell

With each stroke of the brush, the Master Artist adds to
His painting of life, the colors painfully true.
Each step and decision, in our life that we take,
Is a brush stroke with color the Master must make.
A dazzling array of beauty is seen,
In the yellow, the red, dark purple, and green.
The almond and turquoise, the gold and maroon,
Like the low setting sun, on a tropic lagoon.
The hazy blend of colors, so bright and so bold,
Are applied to the canvas, when we care for the old.
And light blue and pale pink, when we’ve shown love,
To a child who was bullied, and made fun of.
With a small stroke of orange, he paints a little bird,
For every hour spent, studying God’s Holy Word.
A stroke of silver, when we gave drink or food,
To one weakened by thirst or when hunger ensued.
A rainbow is painted when we share God’s grace
With friends of a loved one who’s finished their race.
But often and sadly, the Artist must lay
His brush to the canvas with agony gray.
With tears He wishes, for pure snowy white,
And must truthfully paint with black like the night.
For the moments in life when we gravely gave in,
And walked where we shouldn’t, in dark places of sin.
Then every man, woman, angel and saint
Stood on their feet, as the Master Artist did paint,
With love in His heart, beauty for ashes instead,
He began to cover gray and black, with crimson red.
My heart was lifted, and my lips began to sing,
As this Master Artist can paint anything!
From the color of the wind, and through brushstrokes of time,
He’s the painter of every moment, sunrise, and rhyme.
The whispers and songs of angels here and above,
Will forever give tribute, to His color of love. 

76 Your Hometown Magazine

SearcyLiving.com 77

Fuel and Activation
By Timothy R. Kamerman, D.C.
www.searcychiropractor.com

O

survive or function appropriately if you don’t have mineral content
in sufficient levels. The 90 plus essential nutrients that he talks
about are minerals, trace minerals, the omegas, vitamins, and amino
acids. If anyone is old enough to remember the Mutual of Omaha
commercials with Marlin Perkins doing his show, Joel Wallach
was a veterinarian and later a naturalpathic doctor that worked with
Marlin Perkins. He states, “After spending 12 plus years of doing
autopsies on 17,500 animals of over 454 species and 3,000 humans
Dr. Joel Wallach states, “We humans require the 90 essential for comparison, it was apparent that every animal and every human
nutrients in optimal levels in our diet to not only prevent debilitating who dies of natural causes dies of a nutritional deficiency disease.”
and degenerative diseases but also for normal sociability, for That paragraph alone will cause much question and debate, and
preventing criminal behavior and to reach our obtainable life yet that is his personal opinion. I have spent the last 33 years
dealing with structure changes
expectancy.” Wow, that’s a lot
in relationship to health, and 30
to state in that last paragraph.
of those years have been done
In another section he states,
“To be healthy we have to get water, oxygen
with work in clinical nutrition.
“The basic functions of life
and nutrition into the body and then through
That is why we talk so much
itself cannot be performed
means of exercise, stretching, chiropractic,
about fuel versus activation.
without minerals, either as a
physical therapy, fascia, work and so forth,
To be healthy we have to get
major part of the function or as a
water, oxygen and nutrition
we activate the body to use those 3 at a more
catalytic cofactor. No biological
into the body and then through
process is exempt. The concept
efficient level.”
means of exercise, stretching,
holds true for RNA, DNA, sub
chiropractic, physical therapy,
cellular and digestive enzymes,
fascia, work and so forth, we
biochemical reactions, hormone
activate the body to use those 3
function, energy use and to
utilize vitamins and oxygen. Nothing in a living system works at a more efficient level. If you are interested in learning more
without one or more mineral cofactors.” There’s a lot of mumbo about how you can increase the efficiency of health in your body
jumbo words in there, but basically what he’s saying is you cannot feel free to contact our office. 

ne of the things that I talk with patients
about frequently in the office is fuel and activation.
Fuel comprises water, oxygen and nutrition and activation is
comprised of the things that we do to increase those three
getting to the tissues to heal and to help our bodies to thrive.

2924 Hawkins Dr. • Searcy, AR
501-268-2273
www.SearcyDiscCenter.com
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501.368.0095

the most recognized place to be

Thank you 100 Families and all who
support this organization!
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Our Dream Is That
No Foster Or Adoptive
Family Will Ever Walk
The Journey Alone

Imagine A World Where
Every Child Has A Safe,
Loving Home.
Believe It Can Happen!
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That Every
Child Will Have
The Love Of A
Community

Wish List
 Size 5 & 6 Diapers

f o u n dat i o n

 Baby Shampoo
 Toothpaste

Our main mission is to let foster and
adoptive parents know they are loved
and cherished by the community.

 Size 3T Boys Clothing
 Lots of prayers for the
children we serve.

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

“Imagine and Believe Foster & Adoption Foundation
goes above and beyond for our Foster community; they
are a light beam and always willing to assist. If the
boutique does not have it, they are going to rally to make
sure they can supply a child’s need.
The wisdom from Christine and her team from past and
present experience of the Foster/adoption process, is a
Powerhouse.”
~ Theresa Smithson

This year Imagine & Believe did NOT have a
dedicated fundraiser due to Covid uncertainties.
Thank you to all who have donated and kept
this Foundation running smoothly.

Clothing donations can be dropped off at the
Searcy Living office at 812 S. Main

or checks can be mailed to:
The Imagine & Believe Foundation
P.O. Box 2042
Searcy, AR 72145

The Imagine & Believe Foster Care & Adoption Boutique is
simply a place dedicated for use in helping foster & adoptive families, and
sometimes emergency situations. Our awesome Searcy Living readers
bring in donations, enabling foster/adopt parents to be able to ‘shop’ for
what they need for foster and adopted children at no cost.

501-593-5263

Our office is the drop off location and is located at 812 S. Main Street in
Searcy. We welcome gently used or new items. Thank you, Searcy, for your
generosity and time spent to support the Foster/Adoption Care Boutique!
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A huge thank you to Realtor Ashley Cifreo from Michele Phillips &
Company Realtors® for her generous donation to the Imagine & Believe Foundation!
Ashley spoke to her Broker, Michele Phillips, and told her about the amazing mission
that Imagine & Believe has, and Michele Phillips & Company Realtors® matched the gift
to Imagine & Believe.
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Imagine & Believe Foundation
We provide

the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations of
clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

We connect

seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster and
adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom from
someone who truly understands their journey.

We help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and child

safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do to
prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages.

We know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can
also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans
and the caretakers of the orphan ministry.

If a foster family does not have the time to come by

the Foster Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers
to them. This service is needed, for instance, when a foster
family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at work by
8am the next morning.

Please send donations to:
Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263
My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.

 $20

 $50

 Other

 I want to donate my time. My talent is:
___________________________________

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
501.593.5263
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Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors!
Keep your head up.

Thank You!

God gives His hardest battles to
His strongest soldiers.

Show your support for life and
help raise money at the same time!
Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can
obtain one through direct purchase from the
Department of Finance and Administration.

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!
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We make a living by what we get.
We make a life by what we give.
~ Winston Churchhill

If you have a heart to rock babies, have tea parties with
toddlers, or take a teen out for a day of fishing or hiking,
reach out to the foster or adoptive parent you know and
see what you can do.

Additional Ways You Can Be Supportive To Foster Care & Adoptions
• Offer to mow their yard.
• Buy school supplies and back packs for the children.
• Get a group together and send them on a weekend getaway so they can practice “self care.” Help them to recover from Compassion
Fatigue. This is not a 9 to 5 mission, it is a mission in their home and 24/7. Rested givers can keep giving for longer amounts of
time. 50 percent of foster parents quit in 12 months. Lets walk beside them and change that statistic.
• Get to know the children that your friends/church members are fostering. Say a kind word to those children. You would be
surprised at how far a few kind words of encouragement can go.
• Bring a foster/adoptive family a meal. They are most likely dealing with trauma situations that you cannot imagine and could
use a break and just a kind gesture.
• Hold a baby shower for adoptions, whether the adopted child is a baby or 17. So often, adoptions go uncelebrated by the very
community the family belongs to. Let’s change that!
• Get certified (if needed - the laws change often) to be a respite resource. The system usually tells foster parents to find their own
respite, but phone numbers of other foster parents are confidential, sometimes leaving them with almost no options for self care. If
you have a heart to rock babies, have tea parties with toddlers or take a teen out for a day of fishing or hiking, reach
out to the foster or adoptive parent you know and see what you can do.
• Read up on Reactive Attachment Disorder, PTSD, and Oppositional Defiance Disorder. If you see a foster family struggling
to help a child, do not judge them! Share resource information that you have researched that may be helpful. That does not
mean that all foster and adoptive children have these disorders, but if you see a family struggling, then this is a good place to start
looking for information to help them. Above all, we suggest Reactive Attachment Disorder reading/research. Please be aware
that there is a huge difference between Attachment Disorders and Reactive Attachment Disorders. Many professionals do not
understand this and have not been trained about RAD, and if you do not research the correct disorder, the advice you find can end
up devastating the family. A good place to start is any information by RAD Advocates or the book Reactive Attachment Disorder
by Kerri Williams.
• Of course, donate to the Imagine & Believe Foundation and we will keep passing out the clothing and diapers to these families.
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We recently had a huge
foster/adoption open house
and were able to give families that
attended gift cards that were donated
by the Elks Lodge.

Learn to light a candle in the
darkest moments of someone’s
life. Be the light that helps
others see; it is what gives life
its deepest significance.
~ Roy T. Bennett

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say
about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

“We went to our first foster event after being four
weeks into our first placement. Not only was the
fellowship with veterans in the system amazing... but
the Imagine & Believe Foundation sent each family
home with loads of household items. I was dreading
having to stop at the store on my way home for
laundry detergent and wouldn’t you know the Lord
had them handing out laundry detergent. It seems like
a small thing... but it was just what we needed.”
~ Jess McIlroy
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The Imagine & Believe
Foundation gives you a way
to let foster and adoptive
families know they are not
alone.

Bid on desserts for Easter dinner and
support a great cause!
April 14, 2022
At the Searcy Country Club
2729 W. Country Club Rd.
Tickets $20
Tickets available at Searcy Living
812 S. Main St.
Go to the Imagine & Believe Facebook page
for more information.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.
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Thank you to Suzanne from Daisy’s Lunchbox
for the donation of boys 3T clothing!
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Thank you to Green Light Realty
for holding a garage sale and using part
of the proceeds to buy diapers for the
Imagine & Believe foster/adopt boutique.
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Dinner
&

Shakshuka
By Tanya Leckie

a magazine

olive oil
1 Tbsp
onion

1/2 large, diced

mushrooms
4-5 fresh, sliced
salt
1/2 tsp
red pepper
1/2 c diced sweet

You might be looking at the photo OR the name
of this and thinking to yourself, “WHAT in the
WORLD?” I did the same thing when we went to
Israel four years ago... oh, have I mentioned before
that we went to Israel? ... and I saw it on the
breakfast buffet. Ashamed to admit it, but I was too
afraid to try it; it didn’t look enough like biscuits and
gravy, I guess. Well, my daughter told us how good
it was so I found a recipe, changed it up just a wee
bit, and it has become a favorite at our house. You
can easily double the recipe and use a larger skillet,
but this is what I make when I’m only making enough
for two. Be brave. Try it. And learn to pronounce it:
shack- SHOOK- uh.

One half, fresh, sliced
thinly and seeded

jalapeño

1. In a smallish skillet sauté onions and mushrooms
in olive oil over medium heat, adding salt once the
onions begin to turn clear. (At this point it’s SUPER
helpful to have a clear lid that fits well on your
skillet.).

ground cumin
1/2 tsp

2. Cook just until the mushrooms begin to brown
slightly then add red pepper, jalapeños, cumin,
paprika, turmeric, black pepper, cayenne, crushed

paprika
1/4 tsp
turmeric

1/4 tsp, ground

black pepper
1/4 tsp ground
cayenne pepper
1/8 tsp
tomatoes

14 ounces crushed
(San Marzano is
preferred)

broth

1/4 c beef or chicken

eggs
Four
feta

About 4 ounces,
crumbled

92 Your Hometown Magazine

tomatoes and broth. Stir to combine and place lid on
pan; lower heat to medium and cook ingredients just
until it gets hot and bubbly.
3. Break eggs into a bowl or cup, trying not to break
the yolks. Remove lid to skillet and pour eggs into
surface of tomato mixture. Turn, nestling each egg
into its own section of the mixture.
4. Return lid to pan and cook until eggs begin to
cook and reach the stage of almost being white over
the surface.
5. Remove lid just long enough to sprinkle feta over
mixture then replace lid and remove pan from heat.
Serve with great quality bread. Enjoy!
Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook,
Cartwheels In The Kitchen, is available by
e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the
Makonde Team mission work in Tanzania, Africa.

Crossword
Across
1. When the Haygoods first came to Branson, they were told
their _______ couldn’t be done.
4. The Charity Ball plays a _______ role in the continued
success of Searcy’s Junior Auxiliary.
6. When you are kind to people and they are kind back that
is called _______.
Down
2. Tammy dreamed Melt Art Studio would be a place to
connect, relax, and enjoy the process of _______.
3. Pastor Martin is considered a _______ of faith.
4. The Matrix 82912A hopes to bring a _______ tournament
to Searcy.
5. Tanya loves the history of each piece and that it was built
to _______.

Find the Answers

.com

Riddles
Can you guess the word or phrase?

M

Y

R

scale
scale

2.

R

drawn

E

1.

3.

Secret
Secret
Secret
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