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Publisher’s Note

SeaSonS of faith 
and the Red Sea

 A  few months Ago I had a meeting out west. My 
husband and I never really took a honeymoon, so I 

extended the stay of the trip by a day, he went with me, and 
we took that opportunity to go to the Grand Canyon. After 
we soaked in the beauty, we sat down on a rock and Donnie fed the 
congregating birds a few scraps of crackers and bread. There was 
one bird in particular that seemed to be struggling to get food while 
the others pushed him out of the way and appeared to be bullying 
him. My husband took an extra interest in making sure this bird 
got his fair share. Then he noticed that this bird had an old injury 
on his foot, making him unsure of himself and not as graceful as 
I am sure he once was. After making sure the wounded bird had a 
proper meal, my husband got out his phone and took a few pictures 
of him against the beautiful background of the canyon. I got out 
my phone and followed suit trying to help him get the perfect bird 
picture, realizing that this would be a memorable moment. 

 A few minutes into our photo session, I turned around and noticed 
not one or two people, but a small crowd of people on our tour were 
behind us, all trying to get a picture of what was now perceived 
as the special bird. They had been watching Donnie’s kindness 
towards this small animal and suddenly this wounded little bird was 
cared about and taken care of with snacks and picture taking from 
a whole group of people. The wounded, bullied, forgotten about 
bird was now significantly noticed because of the example of one. 
Some might say, “It was only a crow.” But because of one man’s 
example, many cared. What a great lesson in that small moment, 
and when that bird took flight, he looked magnificent against the 
gorgeous blue sky above the canyon. Suddenly an everyday crow 
looked like the beautiful creation he was. And a whole crowd of 
people took notice. 

I can’t help but to compare this sweet little bird to everyday life. 
For over 21 years of publishing this magazine, I have watched 
people share their stories and been so impressed when others take 
notice of a need, a charitable cause or an opportunity to encourage, 
and they jump on board. 

 Years ago, Bill Golla of U.S. Truck Accessories, called and 
asked if we would do a story about his hair donation to Locks of 
Love, a charity that takes donated hair and makes wigs for cancer 
patients. We did a small story on it and for the next three years 
we randomly received phone calls of good people wanting us 
to publish their hair donation. They had read Bill’s story and it 
encouraged them to give also. 

 Over and over I have seen the power of a good example turn 
into a movement that inspires the masses. 

  In the last issue, we published the information and history of the 
Imagine & Believe Foundation.  Information that included the story 
of why we at Searcy Living are selling our former office space on 
Main Street in order to purchase and accommodate the recent move 
to Benton Street to combine locations with the Foundation, so that 
we can be more involved in helping foster parents. The Foundation 
and its humble beginnings were started in the magazine office and 
it just makes sense to bring it back full circle. We are dedicated to 
the mission of encouraging foster and adoptive parents on their 
sometimes joyous and sometimes difficult journey. 

 I have told many friends that I feel like I have been watching 
the Red Sea get parted as I have had the honor to help coordinate 
more than 250 volunteers in the past few months that have helped 
the Foundation move, sort clothing, and clean and paint the 
new Imagine & Believe location. It has truly been a miraculous 
experience. 

But during the five weeks before this issue went to press, I was 
so sick with the flu. Five weeks down. It was rough. But once 
again, I watched miracle after miracle happen as somehow, with 
the unsolicited help of a few really great people, the magazine got 
finished and we made it to press. We even had a couple of people 
step up and help us with delivery on the Christmas issue (thank 
you Jerry and Janet).  I was too sick to do it myself, but I watched 
yet another miracle unfold as others filled in the gap. 

I will always look at this season as the Red Sea season. I just 
can’t count how many miracles I have witnessed and how many 
good people have shown up to help us kick start this higher level 
of serving foster and adoptive parents. God is good. All the time. 
Even in the busyness of a huge overwhelming move and in the 
pain and suffering of the never ending flu. 

 So as you read this new issue of Searcy Living, I hope you are 
inspired to look for miracles in even the smallest things around 
you. For He even cares for the sparrows (and the crows), so you 
know He cares for you. Be the one who inspires others to do good 
because of your example. 

And as always, thank you for reading Searcy Living. 



By Christine Walker Faith
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“Over and over I have seen the 
power of a good example turn 
into a movement that inspires 

the masses.”

“Be the one who inspires 
others to do good because of 

your example.”
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“If you 
continue 
to carry 

the bricks 
from your 

past, 
you will 
end up 

building 
the same 
house.”
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We  the People of the United states of America

Baseball Team Honors 
James Bond 

Never worry about who will be offended if 
you speak the truth. worry about who will be 

misled, deceived & destroyed if you don’t.
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“God has not 
been trying an 

experiment 
on my faith or 
love in order 
to find out 

their quality. 
He knew it 

already. It was 
I who didn’t.”

~C.S. LewIS
The Problem of 

Pain
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We hold  these t ru t h s  to be  self-evident
i n  o r d er  to  fo r m  a  more perfect union

Concerts • Church services 
homecomings • special Days

Representatives
Qua rtet

the

Salvation without a  
lifestyle change is just an  

emotional moment.
~ Unknown

For over FiFteen years, the representatives have been ministering through Gospel music 
at concerts and church services throughout the state of arkansas and in surrounding states. the group 
members are Bryan Wilson, Steve rakes, ronnie faith, donnie dillard, ryler Wilson, and donnie faith.  for 
bookings for your concerts, church services, homecomings, and special days e-mail therepsqt@yahoo.com 
or phone 501-412-6002.
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they are endowed by their  cre ator  with certain unalienable rights
That all men are created equal

If you could erase all the mistakes of your past, you 
would also erase all the wisdom of your present.

Remember the lesson, not the disappointment.

i have been through the McDonald’s line two 
times recently to get a McGri… I mean a Diet Coke 
and have had the privilege to be served by Nathan 
who is just a super young man! He asks me how 
my day is going, compliments my sweater, says it’s 
great to see me again…etc! I asked him if he was 
involved in the hot dog eating contest and he didn’t 
get the lame joke, but he said, “No, but I’d like to 
know more about it!” Why do some people have this 
positive attitude on life and others don’t? I was at 
the same window the day before and the employee 
said, “Ugh…I just got here and I am stuck here all 
day!” Nathan, your attitude is contagious and you 
made my day better! You have a bright life ahead 
of you, young man, and I hope your boss sees this 
and gives you a raise! Searcy peeps go see Nathan 
at the Race Street Mickey D’s and let him brighten 
your day.

~ Brett KirKmAn

“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy, they are the 
charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.” 

~ M. Proust
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amonG theSe are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

Back row: Cole Brumley, Aaron Winchester (Kayden’s father)

middle row: Kalynn hopkins (goes by Auntie Carrottop; Fiancé to Cole), Michele hopkins (goes by Gigi to Kayden), 
and Mikayla Winchester (Kayden’s Mom)

Front row: Great Aunt sondra, Mike Pace (goes by Papa), and Kayden Cale Winchester

A little bit about our cover model’s family:
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A little background of our son kayden cale winchester:  He is the grandson 
of Cale Hopkins who tragically passed in 2019 and is the newest member of 
the Searcy Towing Family, which Michele Hopkins (wife to Cale) still runs 
and operates.  Being the grandson to Cale Hopkins, he has inherited so many 
of Cale’s friends that have become Aunts and Uncle’s to Kayden.  Kayden is 
always a happy and smiling baby – not sure we even have a picture of him 
not happy. We like to think he gets his smiles from his Papa Cale.  For those 

that knew Cale, he had a “cheesy grin” as we always called it.
~ Mikayla Winchester

Photos by Autumn Swain 
Photography
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Searcy

cLub
We Love To Serve

Karen Gossett, chairman 
of Rotary’s Coats For Kids 
program, gave a report to the 
club members and requested to 
give coats or money which allows 
her to purchase new coats. Rotary 
has performed this program 
many, many years and has 
placed barrels in several places 
for persons to donate coats by 
placing coats in the barrels which 
are cleaned by Hall’s Cleaners at 
no charge, allowing those in need 
to receive a clean coat. Childrens 
coats are especially needed as 
well as coats for adults.

Rotary President Blake Hendrix welcomes new 
member Phillip Corder along with Rotary member 
Jim Carr who sponsored Mr. Corder.

Blake Hendrix, President 
of Searcy Rotary Club, 
presented to John Baker a 
plaque in appreciation of his 
dedication and effort each 
week in relaying our speakers 
and programs to local media. 
Thanks for the invaluable 
service in helping to brand our 
Searcy Rotary Club.

The Rotary Club changed their meeting to Imagine & Believe 
Foundation’s location to help sort donated clothing so that those in 
need can receive needed clothing more quickly. The new location, is now 
at 1308 Benton Street, which will allow them to serve more foster and 
adoptive families. Rotary Clubs worldwide are designed to help others. 
“Service Above Self”

Guest speaker Nan Tucker, 
Executive Director of 
the United Way of White 
County. United Way supports 
15 local organizations within 
White County. It has been 
serving the community since 
1979 and is led by a local 
board Its key issues for White 
County are to strengthen and 
build community resources. It 
is dependent on contributions, 
and is funded by local 
organizations, companies, 
and individuals. It is helping 
educationally and financially, 
for the stability and health 
of our county. One in four 
individuals is impacted by the 
services of the United Way of 
White County.

Allyson Dobbs and Al Fowler are presented 
a check to Jacob’s Place in the amount of 
$1,000.00 by Blake Hendrix, President of the 
Rotary Club of Searcy.
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Meet Our All-StAr teAM

Kevin Bench
Kevin loves spending time with his 

family and drag racing. his favorite 
track is in newport, and often brings his 
family to the races. he has a wife and 
a five-year-old daughter. He enjoys 
going on adventures and seeing new 
places. One of his favorite trips was 
to Wisconsin when he went out on the 
“big” lake. His favorite aspect of his job 
is the other employees and the work 
environment. He enjoys being a part of 
such a great team. 

Tracy crOssen
Tracy has loved working on cars 

since he was a kid when his dad owned 
his own shop. His dad taught him the 
basics of mechanics and he has many 
great memories of that time they spent 
together. he loves the challenge of the 
job and when he’s not working he enjoys 
drag racing and spending time with 
and joking around with his grandkids. 
He builds power-wheel cars with his 
grandkids and they’ve won several 
competitions in Newport. He’s owned 
several drag cars and his newest truck 
is the pink panther.

raegan WOOds
raegan is recently married and 

loves to spend time with her family. her 
favorite date night with her husband 
is going out for Mexican food. She 
has a nine-year-old son who plays 
baseball and enjoys learning how to 
fish. Her favorite aspect of the job is 
the excellent work environment and 
the people she gets to work with. she 
likes having opportunities on the job to 
help people. She is passionate about 
problem-solving on the job.

Donnie FaiTh
Donnie’s favorite part of the job is 

getting to help customers and make 
them happy. He has enjoyed many 
years of customer service in this 
industry and great customer service is 
his forte. Donnie enjoys playing guitar 
and singing in the Southern Gospel 
group The Representatives.

He has played gospel and bluegrass 
most of his life, and has performed 
in his spare time across the states of 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Mississippi. 
he collects and restores older cars and 
motorcycles and is a fan of Motocross.
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customer Service is What We Do!
Precision Front End Alignments • Oil Changes • We Sell All Brands of Tires & Fix Flats

We Replace Shocks, Struts, CV Axles, Wheel Bearings, & Ball Joints • We Service All Makes & Models



309 Wisconsin St. • Searcy, AR • (501) 236-0185

• Precision Front end alignments
• oil changes

• We Sell All Brands of  
Tires & Fix Flats

• We replace Shocks, Struts,  
CV Axles, Wheel Bearings,  

& Ball Joints
• We Service All Makes & Models

HayDen MccOy
Hayden’s favorite part of his job is the 

work environment. he started working 
on cars with his grandfather James 
Horton, who was an amazing influence 
on his life and taught him many of 
the skills he has today. He reflects 
on his memories with his grandfather 
with great admiration for him and the 
time they spent together. he loves 
participating in several different outdoor 
activities such as hiking and fishing and 
often brings his big dog cash along 
with him. Cash’s favorite activity with 
Hayden is tug-of-war.

Tanner McGlOTHliN
Tanner enjoys working on cars and 

his favorite aspect of the job is getting 
to be involved in working on different 
types of vehicles every day. he loves 
dogs and owns several including a 
loyal pit bull named Chevy that goes 
fishing with him at Hurricane lake 
near Bald Knob. They often fish there 
for bass and crappie. He is an outdoor 
enthusiast.

Great location on
Wisconsin St. off Race!
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

2022 Junior Auxiliary Charity Ball
Queen, Kelly Stanley
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Out & About Find yourself on .com
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Home For Sale on 2 acreS

main HouSe
5/6 Bedrooms

3.5 Baths
Built in drawers in  

every bedroom
2 hot water heaters

Open floor plan
low utility history

GueSt HouSe
Studio bedroom

Full bath
laundry area

Built in drawers
Patio doors

one block from city limits on west side of town
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Chris & Ashley Cifreo, Realtors®

Chris 870.301.9508
Ashley 870.301.9852

total of 6/7 bedrooms, 4.5 baths

Property has great privacy with wooded 
and cleared areas - fire pit

MLS#22035581
$443,000
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

“and gradually, 
though no one 

remembers exactly 
how it happened, the 
unthinkable becomes 

tolerable. and then 
acceptable. and 

then legal. and then 
applaudable.”

-JOnI EARECkSOn 
TADA

Always Stand For 
What Is Right And 

Honorable
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

“Whoever is happy will make others happy too.”  ~ Anne FrAnk
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By tANyA LeCKIe

Dinner
& a magazine

bit.ly/cookbettereatbetter

Check out my YouTube channel!

american cheese dip

1. In a small slow cooker or medium saucepan over LOW heat, combine the canned tomatoes, 
pepper, cumin, garlic powder and water.

2. Add cheese and, stirring occasionally, continue heating over LOW until cheese is melted 
and it’s all well combined.

3. Serve with really good quality tortilla chips.

dIced tomatoes 
& green chIlIes

10 ounce can (rotel is 
a name brand)

black pepper
1/2 tsp ground

cumIn
1 tsp ground

garlIc powder
1 tsp

water
5 ounces

amerIcan cheese
1 pound (not process 

cheese food or process 
cheese product; not 

“singLes”)
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“Everyone has the power to hurt people,” the speaker said last weekend while we were visiting in Mountain Home.

Those words took a minute to settle. I admit that his suggestion 
stung a little. How often have I caused pain and left behind deep 
abiding sorrow? Have there been times that, in my arrogance 
and misguided pursuits, I left behind a broken spirit or a sad 
heart? How often have I unwittingly spoken hurtful words that 
should not have been spoken?

In the same lesson, the minister said something else that 
resonated; “The more you care, the more you will suffer.” 
Sounds as if we are destined to either hurt others or to hurt for 
others. No one wants to feel constant pain. And yet, beneath his 
human facade, I believe Jesus felt an abiding ache. He carried 

within, a burden for the sins of all humanity. He was truly “a 
man of sorrows, acquainted with grief.” I believe that we are 
called to carry within us the same burden for each other as we 
go about our life serving, encouraging and loving. I also believe 
that too often, in order to avoid the pain of true intimacy with 
our fellow man, we hide behind the distractions of our addicted, 
misshapen, competitive world. Reflecting on such things seems 
appropriate.  

“… and the second is like unto it, ‘Love your neighbor  
as yourself.’” (Mt. 22:39)

By Chuck Hicks

MorE
Y o u  C a r E

T H E
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G enerally, Medicare is available to people aged 65 or older. You’re first eligible to sign up for Medicare 
beginning 3 months before the month you turn 65 and ending 3 months after the month you turn 65. You may be 

eligible to get Medicare earlier if you have a disability, End-Stage Renal Disease (ERSD) or ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease). 
Medicare has four parts: Part A, Part B, Part C and Part D.

IF YOU’RE RECEIVING SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS, 
you will automatically be enrolled in Medicare Part A and Part 
B. IF YOU’RE NOT RECEIVING SOCIAL SECURITY 
BENEFITS, you will need to 
call Social Security, go by your 
local Social Security office, or 
go online (www.ssa.gov) to sign 
up. You can only sign up for Part 
B at certain times. If you do not 
sign up for Part B when you 
turn 65, you may have to wait to 
sign up and pay a monthly late 
enrollment penalty.

Medicare Part A is generally 
$0 premium for most people, 
provided you have paid 
Medicare taxes long enough 
while working – usually at least 
10 years). If you do not qualify 
for a premium-free Part A, you 
may be able to buy it. You also 
must sign up for Part B to buy 
Part A.

Medicare Part B has a monthly 
premium of $170.10 (for 2022) 
or higher, depending on income. 
The premium can change each 
year and is determined by 
the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services. If you are receiving Social Security Benefits, 
the Part B premium will be deducted from your benefit each 
month. If you are not receiving Social Security, premiums are 

billed quarterly. If you do not sign up for Part B when you are first 
eligible, you will pay an extra 10% for each year you could have 
signed up for Part B but didn’t. (You may also pay a higher premium 

depending on your income.) 
Generally, you WON’T have to 
pay a penalty if you qualify for 
a Special Enrollment Period. To 
qualify, you or your spouse must 
still be working, and you must 
have health coverage based on 
that job.
Medicare Part a covers:

Hospitalization, Skilled 
Nursing Facility Care, Home 
Health Care (medically 
necessary skilled care, therapy), 
Hospice Care and Blood 
(all but first three pints). For 
Hospitalization, you pay $1,556 
Deductible for the first 60 days, 
$389 per day for the next 61 to 
90 days, then $778 per day for 
days 91 – 150. Beyond Day 150 
Medicare does not pay. This is 
“Lifetime Reserve.” For Skilled 
Nursing Facility Care (after a 
3-night hospital stay), you pay 
nothing the first 20 days, if 

approved, $194.50 per day for the 21st through 100th day, then 
all costs beyond 100 days. You pay nothing for Home Health Care 

By Denise Morton

You Should Know About

MeDicare

Things
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for part-time care, if approved and for as long as you meet the 
guidelines. You pay limited costs for drugs and respite care under 
the Hospice Care Benefit.

Medicare Part B covers:

Medical Expenses (physician services and medical supplies in 
and out of the hospital), Clinical Laboratory, Home Health Care 
(medically necessary skilled care, home health aide services, 
medical supplies, etc. after a 3-day inpatient hospital stay – 
requires a prescription, Outpatient Hospital Treatment, Durable 
Medical Equipment, Blood (after the Part B Deductible and after 
the first 3 pints). Medicare Part B has a yearly deductible ($233 
for 2022). The deductible can change each year and is set by the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services. You pay 20% of the 
Medicare approved amount for Medical Expenses, Outpatient 
Hospital Treatment, Durable Medical Equipment and Blood. 
Clinical Laboratory and Home Health Care is paid at 100%.  

For More inForMaTion, contact 
the professionals at haymond 
Insurance – denise Morton, Cindy 

dixon or denise drye.
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G riffithville, Arkansas; population, 262, 
wedged halfway between Searcy and Des Arc. 
No traffic light, no gas station, not even a Dollar 

General in sight. 

But what it does have is a strong community core that decided 
it was time to bring back some joy to that little town.

Last fall (2021), Griffithville First Baptist Church had grown 
tired of nearly two years of Covid-induced cancellations and 
postponements. People had grown weary and discouraged from 
it all. When the whole world felt shut-down and hidden-away, 
GFBC saw an opportunity to lift everyone’s spirits, and what 
better time than Christmas? 

It began with community and church members donating 
Christmas lights and inflatables and volunteers decorating the 
Griffithville Community Park, next to the Community Center. 
At one point, someone remarked that it would be neat to make 
this an event - to get everyone involved with a park lighting 
and celebration. From there the idea grew into a Griffithville 
Community Christmas Parade, which would culminate with the 
park lighting and a fellowship of cookies and cocoa. Always 
up for a challenge and a fellowship, the members of GFBC got 
to work. They started building floats, and spread the word that 
anyone with an idea and a trailer was welcome to join the fun. 

On the night of the parade, parade participants filed into the 
old Griffithville High School parking lot. Float after float and 
display after display overflowed the parking lot. People were 
laughing and singing; there were lights and music. The members 
of GFBC were a little shocked to see so many people willing to 

participate, but what was really shocking was when the parade 
began. The roadsides were filled with smiling, waving, cheering 
neighbors, lined along Highway 11 and all the way down Main 
Street. People had come from Des Arc and Georgetown, Kensett 
and Searcy, West Point and Higginson just to witness their 
friends in Griffithville put on a community Christmas parade. 

Just as planned, everyone met at the park and watched the 
lights come on, shared cookies and cocoa and hugs, and talked 
about how it felt like Christmas again. There was even talk about 
what the parade might look like in the future.

GFBC worked away for weeks preparing for the 2nd Annual 
Griffithville Community Christmas Parade and Lighting, which 
took place on Friday, December 2, at 6:00 p.m. Last year saw 
everything from horses and carriages, a “Redneck Santa House” 
(which was a deer stand on wheels), gingerbread men, tractors, 
an angel choir and living Nativity, Santa and Mrs. Clause, go-
karts, to even the Grinch in Whoville. This year, things went 
up a notch. Everyone was invited, and the end of the parade 
culminated at the Griffithville Community Center and Park, 
where there was a park lighting, cookies and cocoa, and free 
hats and mittens for the kids - and some good, old-fashioned 
fellowship, of course. 

Proverbs 17:22 says this: “A joyful heart is good medicine, 
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” The last few years have 
been spirit-crushing, in more ways than one. We serve a God of 
joy, however, and Griffithville First Baptist and the community 
of Griffithville invite you all to share in the joy of Christmas 
with us.  

By Kerry Finley

Parade
of Joyful Hearts

A
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Financial FoCus
Here’s Your

Checklist

• assess your inCome stability. If your employment 
remains steady, you may not have to do anything different during 
a recession. But if you think your income could be threatened or 
disrupted, you might want to consider joining the “gig economy” 
or looking for freelance or consulting opportunities.

• revieW your spending. Look for ways to trim your 
spending, such as canceling subscription services you don’t use, 
eating out less often, and so on.

• pay doWn your debts. Try to reduce your debts, especially 
those with high interest rates. 

• plan your emergenCy fund. If you haven’t already 
built one, try to create an emergency fund containing three to six 
months’ worth of living expenses, with the money kept in a liquid 
account. 

• revieW your proteCtion plan. If your health or life 
insurance is tied to your work, a change in your employment 
status could jeopardize this coverage. Review all your options 
for replacing these types of protection. Also, look for ways to 
lower premiums on home or auto insurance, without significantly 
sacrificing coverage, to free up money that could be used for 
health/life insurance. 

• Keep your long-term goals in mind. Even if you 
adjust your portfolio during times of volatility, don’t lose sight of 
your long-term goals. Trying to “outsmart” the market with short-
term strategies can often lead to missteps and missed opportunities.  

• don’t stop investing. If you can afford it, try to continue 
investing. Coming out of a recession, stock prices tend to bottom 
out and then rebound, so if you had headed to the investment 
“sidelines,” you would have missed the opportunity to benefit 
from a market rally.  

• revisit your performanCe expeCtations. During 
a bear market, you will constantly be reminded of the decline 
of a particular market index, such as the S&P 500 or the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average. But instead of focusing on these short-
term numbers, look instead at the long-term performance of your 
portfolio to determine if you’re still on track toward meeting your 
goals. 

• assess your risK toleranCe. If you find yourself 
worrying excessively about declines in your investment statements, 
you may want to reevaluate your tolerance for risk. One’s risk 
tolerance can change over time — and it’s important you feel 
comfortable with the amount of risk you take when investing. 

• Keep diversifying. Diversification is always important for 
investors — by having a mix of stocks, mutual funds and bonds, 
you can reduce the impact of market volatility on your portfolio. 
To cite one example: Higher-quality bonds, such as Treasuries, 
often move in the opposite direction of stocks, so the presence of 
these bonds in your portfolio, if appropriate for your goals, can be 
valuable when market conditions are worsening. (Keep in mind, 
though, that diversification cannot guarantee profits or protect 
against all losses in a declining market.) 

A recession accompanied by a bear market is not pleasant. But 
by taking the appropriate steps, you can boost your chances of 
getting through a difficult period and staying on track toward your 
important financial goals.  

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

‘reCession survivAl’

it’s unFortunate, but recessions are a fairly normal part of the economic landscape. When a recession 
occurs, how might you be affected? the answer depends on your individual situation, but regardless of 

your circumstances, you might want to consider the items in this recession survival checklist:
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Crossword

riddles
Can you guess the word or phrase?

3.1.
tow

n 2. LeMaDe i’m 1,2,3You

FIND the ANsWers .com

ACrOss

1. A common misconception is that many believe that they can 
simply walk in, take a simple test, and walk out with their high 
school _______ equivalent in-hand.

4. The goal of DOTS is to enable people’s live’s to _______ 
when they leave.

6. The details of Timothy’s young life can be read in the book 
written by Fern entitled “Graduation to _______”.

7. _______ wanted a job where he could not only earn a 
paycheck but where he could really make a difference in the 
lives of others.

DOWN

2. Generally, _______ is available to people aged 65 or older.

3. Mother Nature is both a farmer’s biggest _______ and enemy.

5. Nothing is _______ instructive than hands-on experience.

6. Baby chicks start off needing a 90-degree environment to 
_______ at maximum capacity.
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Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas 
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can 
obtain one through direct purchase from the 
Department of Finance and Administration. 

Show your support for life and 
help raise money at the same time!

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the 
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!

God gives His hardest battles to 
His strongest soldiers.

KeeP Your heAD uP.
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Police 
Spotlight Sgt. SPenSer DangerfielD

By Jennifer WeBB

 S PenSer WaS BeyonD fruStrateD.  It seemed like 
this always happened and there was very little that he 

could do.  There had been another shoplifter at the store.  He 
called the non-emergency number for Searcy Police and an 
officer was dispatched.

When officer T. C. Poskey arrived on the scene, Spenser was 
immediately struck by his enthusiasm and how much he loved his 
job.  “ I wish I could have a job I loved that much,” he thought to 
himself.

Spenser knew that Hastings was not his lifelong calling. He had 
gotten his associate’s degree, but Hastings was a dead-end job.   He 
did enjoy talking to Claire, a Harding University student who also 
worked there.  She made his days brighter, she made him smile, 
and no matter how much he was around her, it never seemed to be 
enough.

That encounter with officer Poskey got Spenser thinking in a 
new direction.  He applied at White County Sheriff’s office, along 

with Searcy Police Department.  It took a little bit, but he was 
determined and excited that he finally knew what he wanted to do 
with his life.  He wanted something different; something that was 
not sitting at a desk in an office, doing the same thing day in and 
day out.  He wanted a job where he could not only earn a paycheck 
but where he could really make a difference in the lives of others. 

He got the call that he had been waiting for in 2012 from the 
Searcy Police Department.  His first assignment was training, but 
he knew that this was what he wanted to do from day one.  He rode 
around with another officer, assisted on calls, saw every aspect of 
the job, and learned many of the basics before he went to the police 
academy for his 12-week training period in Camden, AR.

In his personal life, he and Claire had started dating and he was 
pretty sure she was his future wife.  After he got back from the 
police academy in March 2013, he took a knee and asked her to 
marry him.  She said yes.  The two were married in December 
2013.

He started out on patrol but quickly rose through the ranks.  
What he really loved was detective work.  Giving victims closure, 

recognizing
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putting people behind bars that had committed crimes, and keeping 
other people safe all added fire to his soul.

When 2-year-old Malik Drummond disappeared from his home 
in 2014, Spenser was among many looking everywhere for him.

By 2018, Spenser had been promoted to detective.  He loved 
solving the cases, the challenges made him think. It made him feel 
good to bring closure to victims and recover stolen property.   That 
year, there was a particularly violent case that he was assigned to 
involving rape and kidnapping.  The whole division rose to the 
occasion and worked together to bring the offender to justice.  He 
got 28 years in prison and will serve all 28 of those years - no early 
release, no parole.

Spenser is currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree in cybersecurity 
and afterwards plans on getting his MBA.

“technology is simultaneously awesome and 
very scary at times. We deal with cybercrime of 
some kind whether it be cyberbullying, fraud, or 
a number of different crimes day in and day out.  
they all have technology involved in some shape 

or form. Having a good understanding of how it all 
works, and what we can use in law enforcement 
to solve these crimes has enabled us to come a 

long way with the ability to solve crimes through 
technology.”

- Sgt. SPenSer DangerfielD

Searcy Police Department is currently working to increase its 
proactiveness to prevent cybercrimes against children. Getting his 
degree in cybersecurity has helped Spenser better understand the 
technology side of crimes.  The ICAC task force (Internet Crimes 
Against Children) also offers a lot of free training to Searcy Police 
Department to increase their effectiveness in dealing with and 
solving these types of crimes.

The biggest thing parents can do to keep their kids safe is to 
be mindful of their children, be involved in their lives, and not 
isolate them.  People that prey on children through the internet are 
manipulative and will say whatever they have to in order to get 
into your child’s life.  The kids feel they must go to those people 
for attention or love.

Snapchat is the biggest offender, along with Instagram, though it 
can happen on any sort of social media.

When a man works cases like this in his professional life, 
he needs a good support system at home.  Claire is his biggest 
supporter, but he also finds great peace with his church family at 
Living Way Church of Christ.

“It’s really important in law enforcement to have 
people in your life that you can talk to to help with 

the job. We are very appreciative of our church 
family.  We love talking to and meeting new 

people.”
- Sgt. SPenSer DangerfielD

When Spenser started with Searcy Police Department, he 
already had a goal in mind: to become the Sergeant of the Criminal 
Investigation Division and a supervisor.  Through hard work, 
dedication, and a positive attitude, he received that promotion in 
January of 2021.

When Spenser is not at work, he’s at home with Claire and their 
3-year-old daughter, Addy.  They bought a house 3 years ago and 
are in the process of renovating it and doing all the things that 
make a house a home.   Claire is due in March of 2023 with their 
second child.

Through all of Spenser’s promotions he’s grown in many ways 
- as a man, as a father, an officer, a detective, a child of God, 
and in professional knowledge.  He looks forward to a journey 
of continued growth, learning, and making a difference in the 
community.  

“he looks forward to a journey of 
continued growth, learning, and making a 

difference in the community.”
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Written by Jennifer Webb

NNewlyweds Taylor and Johnathon 
Mitchell were ready to take the next step in 
their married life, but they were starting to get 
discouraged.

Things were going well overall, with her working 
as a nurse at Unity in the Clearview geriatric mental 
health unit and him working for Entergy.  They were 
living in one of her grandfather’s rental houses and 
had been saving up, anticipating the time that they 
could buy their own house.

But things were not going as smoothly as they had 
hoped.  They had spent six long months looking at 
houses with various agents.  Some called them back, 
others didn’t return calls at all.  None of them had 
been able to show them anything that was a good 
fit for them.  They needed something within their 
budget that fit their needs, but everything seemed 
priced too high.

That’s when they called Ashley Cifreo - and 
she called them back immediately!  The next day, 
Taylor and Johnathon found themselves looking at 
an adorable little house in Judsonia with Ashley.  It 
wasn’t even on the market yet!

The little three-bedroom two-bath home with a 
front porch and large fenced yard in the back was 
halfway between her parents and his.  It was also 
close to some people they knew from church and 
some other family members.

As soon as Taylor set foot in the door, she knew 
this was what they had been looking for. They made 
an offer immediately and it was accepted the same 
day.  Even though they were first-time home buyers, 
the process felt easy and seemed to go fast because 
Ashley walked them through every step.

Two to three weeks later, they were moving out 
of their rental house and into the first home that was 
truly theirs. But their story doesn’t end there.

Three months later, they found out they were 
expecting!  They painted a big pink accent wall in 
the nursery and went all out decorating it.  They 
welcomed their daughter, Emersyn, and took her 
home - to their house, where they continue to thrive 
and make all the wonderful memories that fill a 
lifetime with love.  
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CORE VALUES:

RELATIONSHIPS: Build lasting relationships while 
professionally serving people’s real estate needs 
through life’s transitions.

INTEGRITY: Act with integrity and put others above 
self.

EXCELLENCE: Create excellent experiences for all 
involved.

GRACE: Be kind, positive, and respectful in thoughts, 
words, and actions.

Chris & Ashley Cifreo, Realtors®

Chris 870.301.9508
Ashley 870.301.9852

If you are in the market in the
Searcy or Central Arkansas area,

trust Ashley and Chris Cifreo, agents 
with Michele Phillips & Company

Realtors®, to guide you.
Call them at (c) 870.301.9852  

or at (o) 501.542.2415.
Visit us at 1919 W. Beebe Capps
in Searcy, or visit our website at

michelephillipsrealtor.com.

“They welcomed their 
daughter, Emersyn, 

and took her home - to 
their house, where they 
continue to thrive and 
make all the wonderful 

memories that fill a 
lifetime with love.”



54    Your Hometown Magazine

By Jennifer Webb
Young Farmers & Ranchers Awards
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Filled with hope, and no small bit of nervousness, Brandon 
and lauren Martin pulled up to the piece of property for sale.  
He had been managing the ASU Beebe farm, but they both knew 
they wanted to farm on their own.  Brandon’s family has been 
in the registered Herford business since 1936 and has farmed 
in the area since the 1850s.  But it was not his family land they 
were going to look at - it was a place all their own.   It would be 
a place to raise their sons, Braylen and Willie Dan in the same 
lifestyle as Brandon had been raised.

The place was exactly what they were looking for and it was only 
a few miles from where Brandon grew up.  Though startup costs 
in the ag industry are staggering, they were determined to make it 
work. The couple had crunched the numbers - many times.  They 
knew that though they were passionate about cattle, they needed 
broiler houses to make ends meet since chickens grow faster than 
cattle.  The 197 acres had six broiler houses, plenty of room for 
cattle, and even came with some barely functioning equipment.  

“As young and beginning farmers it’s really tough to get a loan 
to just be a cattle farmer.  It takes a lot of capital to start out 

and we had none.”
- Brandon Martin

Given Brandon’s family history in the agri industry, his 
background as farm manager for ASU-Beebe, and that both Lauren 
and Brandon had degrees in agribusiness, the bank said yes to the 
loan.  But they still needed a down payment.  They sold one of 
their two trucks to make it happen.  They were down to $500 in 
the bank account, one truck, and hearts full of thankfulness and 
dreams.

“I’ll do the daily chores with the cattle,” Lauren told him, “if 
you do the daily chores with the chickens.”  The deal was made.  
Brandon had never raised chickens before and since each chicken 
house is operated by a computer, he had his hands full learning 
how to operate the equipment, get the right settings, and care for 
his new charges - all 140,000 of them.

Baby chicks start off needing a 90-degree environment to grow 
at maximum capacity.  That optimal temperature gradually lowers 
on a curve to 62 degrees by the time they are full grown.  It only 
takes 49 days for them to go from hatchlings to full-grown broilers 
weighing in at around 6.5 lbs each.  Everything has to be set for 
them to grow the most in the shortest amount of time.  This includes 
the right feed at the right time, plenty of water, correct ventilation, 
perfect temperatures, and twice-daily in-person monitoring.  Lots 
of things can go wrong.  If a fan motor fails for half a day, it can 
spell massive deaths and losses for the farmer.

The first year they were barely able to coax 200-300 bales of 
hay out of their land.  It was just enough to feed their own animals.  
But things slowly got better.  They have been able to upgrade the 
tractor, trailer, and other pieces of farm equipment.  Their cattle 
herds have grown to 60 head of commercial cattle and 30 registered 
Herefords.  This year, after securing some leases on additional 
acreage they baled an astounding 1500 bales of hay - more than 
enough for their own animals and enough to sell to others.    

“I wouldn’t want to raise (our children) any other way than on 
a farm.  They learn a lot from a young age whether it’s hard 
work or tragic events that happen - just everything in life.  It 

really teaches them great lessons on the farm.”
- Lauren Martin

They take great pride in improving their efficiency, and making 
the best use of their available land.  The bull calves they sell for 
breeding purposes and the heifers they keep to build their herd at 

home.  They rotate their pastures to get the most grazing time and 
to let the grass rest and grow better. They use genetic science to 
breed the best cattle possible, improving on all their traits - low 
birth weight, fast growth rate, and efficient feed utilization (which 
is a fancy way of saying they want easy keepers that get fat off air.)  

They set a goal to win the Excellence in Ag and Achievement 
Award from Farm Bureau years ago when they bought their farm.  
They achieved that goal this year, winning $35,000 and will go on 
to represent Arkansas at the national competition hosted in Puerto 
Rico this year.  

They are one of three amazing young farm families in Arkansas 
that are beating the odds.  Nationwide the average age of a farmer 
is 57 years old.  This year, Farm Bureau recognized three families 
less than 35 years old from White County on a state level.  The 
other two families were runners-up for the Ag achievement 
award and the Excellence in Ag award.  The runners-up for the 
Ag achievement award took home a prize of $5,000, while the 
excellence in ag runners-up took home a prize of $1,500.

Each of their farms and stories are unique, but they face many 
of the same challenges - extreme start-up costs, fluctuating 
markets, and operating in rural areas where it can be difficult to 
get broadband internet access that any business owner needs.  
Through each of their stories, you will see grit, determination, and 
an underlying passion and pride in what they do.  You’ll also see 
innovation, passion for learning and constantly improving, and a 
desire to preserve the land and way of life for the next generation.   

  Continued on next page.
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 Brad’s FaMily has farmed for five generations. it’s pretty 
neat when you stop and think that his Great-grandpa, pops, 
and dad, would clear the same ground and pick up chunks; 
turning forest land into fertile cropland.  He does it differently 
than his great-grandfather did, sitting on a tractor instead of 
behind a team of mules, but his land also yields much more 
than it did in his grandfather’s day.  Brad and Tara Peacock farm 
1500 acres, and help manage an additional 2000 acres of the 
family farm.  They grow rice, soybeans, and corn.  Tara works in 
Searcy at Think Idea Studio full time and is Momma to their son 
Silas.  Brad is out in the fields every day.

“My greatest joy in farming is seeing the biblical principles 
of seed, time and harvest play out year after year. Watching 
something grow that you pour so much time and effort into 

is really a beautiful thing. And you can’t beat the views of the 
sunset from the cab of a tractor.”

- Brad Peacock

Mother Nature is both a farmer’s biggest ally and enemy.  
Even with all of our technological advancements, there’s still no 
controlling the weather.  Floods in late spring can delay planting, 
drought through the growing season affects yield, which in turn 
affects profit.  One tractor or combine is roughly the price of a 
house.  Farming is an investment of time as well as money.  It’s 
not an 8-5 job.  It’s a work-until-the-work-is-done-no-matter-how-
long-it-takes kind of job.

Constant change is also part of the job.  “You can’t continue to do 
things like you’ve always done them,” Brad says. He is constantly 
learning new innovations and making adjustments to make their 

farm more efficient - increasing yields, decreasing diseases, and 
making sure the crops get just the right amounts of fertilizer and 
water.  It takes constant monitoring of the soil and condition of the 
plants, as well as staying up to date on current developments in the 
industry.  Their love for what they do runs deep - and they want to 
preserve the land for the next generation.     

“I think my favorite part is watching Brad do what he loves 
– and he’s good at it. He’s incredibly smart, patient, and 

persistent. You have to be in order to farm.”
- tara Peacock

They are runners-up for the Ag Achievement Award for full-time 
farmers and ranchers. 
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Chloe had never FarMed, but loved the idea.  she smiled and sat back 
as she finished up her Facebook post back in 2019 that said “it’s buy your 
girlfriend a cow month” and tagged Matthew Martin, her boyfriend of a 
few months.  Matthew knew how to impress her -two hours later, she was 
the proud owner of a Scottish Highland, named Margie.  She fell in love - 
with her new cow, Margie, with Matthew, and with farming.

“I always loved the idea of living on a farm and there was no doubt that 
God put us together at the most perfect time.”

- chLoe Martin

That’s how it all began in 2019.  The couple (now married) are the proud 
owners of Ridge Raised Cattle in Velvet Ridge, AR.  Their family is one of 
two runners-up for the Farm Bureau Young Farmers and Ranchers Excellence 
in Ag award.  The award focuses on families that derive the majority of their 
income from efforts other than agriculture but are also involved in farming.

Matthew grew up on a cattle and poultry farm.  He knew the work that 
went into it, and could not imagine his life without it. By day, Matthew is a 
diesel mechanic and helps run the family shop, Martin’s Trucking and Sales 
in Bald Knob with his father.  Chloe is a special education teacher at Concord 
Schools and just graduated with her master’s degree from Harding.  They 
have 3 children Raelynn, Ryleigh, and Liam.

Like many farmers, they have day jobs to help with the farm’s costs and 
provide benefits and insurance for their families.  The costs of farmlands have 
risen significantly in the past few years, (23% in the past 2 years). Nationally 
only 8% of farmers are less than 35 years old.  But these young couples are 
beating the odds in White County.  

Chloe and Matthew’s main business is raising cattle for meat.  They have 
mostly Black Angus cattle as well as some Belted Galloway. (Oreo cows!)  
They are up to 9 Scottish Highlands cows, which are mostly Chloe’s pets.  
(She named them all, despite Matthew’s advice to not get attached to cows 
and never name them.)

Chloe has also started a flower and vegetable garden and added goats, a few 
pigs, and many cats for “barn security” to the farm.

They started off selling the meat to their local community through Facebook 
posts and other forms of social media.  They have since added a meat wagon 
with freezers that they take to farmers’ markets and other events to sell their 
farm-raised beef directly to consumers.  They printed a bible verse from 
Psalms 104:14 that sums up their feelings about farming.  

“He makes grass grow for the cattle and plants for people to cultivate 
bringing forth food from the earth” - PsaLMs 104:14

“The animals, fresh herbs, vegetables, and fruit all have a purpose here on our 
earth and I am thrilled to be a part of that.”

- chLoe Martin

They have future plans to expand from beef only sales to opening up a year-
round farmers market that supports Arkansas farmers and businesses.   When 
you buy, support and shop local, you are helping to be a part of that, too.  You 
are directly helping support the family behind the businesses.  

Almost every product that you can think of traces back to farming in 
some way.  Food is fairly obvious, but soybeans are also used to produce ink 
and even the paper in this magazine comes from trees that are farmed and 
harvested.  When you see them, be sure to thank a farmer - for their passion, 
dedication, and way of life that provides the foundation for most of the things 
we use on a daily basis.  
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“Each of their farms and stories are unique, but 
they face many of the same challenges...You’ll also 
see innovation, passion for learning and constantly 

improving, and a desire to preserve the land and 
way of life for the next generation.”
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“You can’t 

go back and 

change the 

beginning, but 

you can start 

where you are 

and change the 

ending.”

~C.S. LewIS
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By Maryn raMey

 E ven if you dropped out of high school, you can still 
achieve a bright future or pursue your dream career. 

Maybe you just aren’t sure of where to start. Maybe you’re 
a single parent who wishes you’d gotten your high school 
diploma all those years ago, or perhaps you need a refresher 
course on skills you learned in high school.

If you want to brush up on academics before entering the 
military, a career, or a university, the Adult Education Department 
at Arkansas State University-Beebe can provide you with the 
resources you need. If you want to earn a high school diploma 
by passing the GED®  exam, the Adult Education Department can 
help you as well. At the Arkansas State University-Beebe campus 
in Searcy, the employees in the Adult Education office are ready to 
help you with any educational goals you may have.

“We want to create a welcoming and helpful 
atmosphere for all of our students, no matter what 

they seek.”
- Elaine Padgett

When you walk in the door, the first friendly face you’ll see 
will most likely be Elaine Padgett. As a 20-year employee and the 
Intake and Testing Specialist at the office, it is her job to assess 
everyone who comes in and get them started on a program that fits 
their needs. 

All of the classes offered at the department are completely 
free, but not all of them are necessary for every student. Students 
wanting to earn their high school diploma will need to take  the 
Test of Adult Basic Education, or TABE. The TABE is the first of 
three exams students will take before they pass the GED®.

The TABE lets educators know your proficiency levels in 
reading, math, and language. Once a score has been determined 
in each section, classes are assigned from there. Elaine and the 
other office workers will help you work the classes around your 
schedule, as courses are offered during the morning, afternoon, 
and at night. 

Once the student has become proficient in reading and math, they 
take the GED® ready tests in Reasoning Through Language Arts, 
Social Studies, Science, and Math. These tests will determine their 
readiness for the final GED® exam. The diploma earned through 
taking and passing the GED® test is the same to employers as any 
diploma earned through graduating high school. Students from all 
walks of life have come in and passed it, but they all had to put in 
plenty of hard work to make it happen.

One of the most common misconceptions that Elaine experiences 
is that many believe that they can simply walk in, take a simple 
test, and walk out with their high school diploma equivalent in-
hand. Elaine and the other workers at the office want to stress that 
“It’s not an easy process.”

At the Adult Education Department, they strongly believe in 
finishing high school if at all possible. Too often, 18 year olds will 
walk in thinking that passing the GED® will be simple and quick. 

A Brighter Future
The Adult Education Department on the Searcy Campus of Arkansas State University-Beebe
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Sometimes, they find that it would have taken them less time to 
remain in school. Elaine sees this frequently, and wants all high 
school students to be encouraged to see it through to graduation.

“Stay in school; tough it out.”
- Elaine Padgett

Others come to the Adult Education Department for a different 
reason. As someone who returned to college in her 40s to finish 
her bachelor’s degree, Elaine understands how daunting it can be 
for someone to suddenly jump back into their education. For those 
who have been out of school for a while and looking to start again, 
or those who are about to enter the military or another career, the 
Adult Education Department offers brush-up classes.

Brush-up classes are exactly what they sound like. Students who 
need a refresher before beginning the next chapter of their lives 
can attend these free classes to prepare for what comes next. They 
will review things that they learned in high school and become 
more familiar with subjects they may encounter in college classes.

While not everyone who enters the doors of the Adult Education 
Department succeeds in what they set out for, many do. The 
students that go through the testing process and leave with their 
diploma are a testament to their own hard work and the support 
of the entire staff working in the office. Elaine has seen people 
from all different backgrounds and life stories succeed in their own 
timing: a teenage girl who was court-ordered to come, a young 
man with dyslexia who passed after a lot of hard work, an elderly 

woman who had to go back to school after her employer changed 
the terms of her job position, and many others.

All successful students have one thing in common: the 
willingness to work. Elaine and her coworkers spend every day 
on the job guiding people towards their potential and encouraging 
them to work for success. Elaine knows that she works with an 
incredible group of people who care about the future of every 
potential student that walks through their doors.

“We have a great work environment; we have a 
really good team here…If we can’t help you,  

we can point you to someone who can.”
- Elaine Padgett

The Adult Education Department on the Searcy campus of 
Arkansas State University-Beebe is a place where anyone can go 
to begin their own bright future. It’s a place where a little hard 
work and dedication goes a long way. No matter what educational 
services a potential student may need, they can always benefit from 
paying a visit to the educators at the office, and begin the process 
of building a brighter future for themselves.  
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By Maryn Ramey Sharon Hughes, 
Founder & Director

 S he watched hopefully as the first graduating 
class of women walked out of her facility and back out 
into the world. The transformation they had undergone 

was enormous, and she beamed with pride at all they had 
overcome. Just months earlier, they had come in as people who 
had lost all hope. Now, they were leaving full of life and looking 
forward towards bright futures. Sharon Hughes observed the 
cheerful and accomplished looks on their faces, and knew that she 
was doing something right.

What began as a pressing need to help others soon became 
something so vital to struggling women and mothers with nowhere 
else to go. Over a few years, Sharon watched God perform miracles 
in the lives of others and decided that this is what she was meant 
to do.

Sharon first witnessed the redeeming power of God when her 
mother, who had been an alcoholic for years, attended a church 
service that changed everything. She experienced firsthand what the 
change in her mother’s life did for her and her siblings. It gave her 
a deep understanding that changing children’s lives for the better 
begins with changing the lives of their mothers. Unfortunately, 
Sharon’s close experiences with addiction weren’t over.

One day, she received a call from a Kansas City hospital telling 
her that her sister had been admitted as a “Jane Doe” after a drug 
overdose. She had been dropped off in the parking lot of the 
hospital by a stranger. They left her laying on the pavement as they 
drove off with her car, purse, and personal belongings. Sharon and 
her siblings got there as soon as they could, but nothing could be 
done. The only decision they could make was whether or not to 
continue with the life support. Assured by the doctors that their 
sister was already gone, they made the difficult decision to let her 
go. After going through this terrible experience, Sharon understood 
that someone out there needed to confront this problem head-on. 
She believes that God wanted it to be her.

“If he can make a difference for me, he can 
 make a difference for anyone.”

- Sharon hugheS

After all she had been through, she recognized that women 
going through addiction need to be reached out to before they lose 

their jobs, homes, and lives. 
Guided by her faith in God, 
she set out to prevent others 
from meeting the same fate 
as her sister. Sharon saw the 
need in her community and 
began a Christ-centered rehab 
center called Daughters of the 
Other Side, or DOTS. She began the center in 2017, and by 2018 it 
had already produced its first graduating class. Sharon was amazed 
by just how much this had been needed, and how she was getting 
to take part in the turn-around of these women’s lives.

Having fostered children herself, Sharon knows the foster care 
system. She realizes that many kids are removed from their homes 
because of issues with addiction. DOTS primarily has focused on 
women who have lost their children because of their addictions. 
Sharon’s hope for the program is that it will restore families and 
bring hope back into the lives of mothers and children.

DOTS performs a screening process before the women enter the 
program that allows them to make sure they are a good fit. If the 
women require help that the program can’t provide, such as mental 
health issues, they can recommend professional medical help for 
them. The women that complete the program go through a nine-
month process of transforming their bodies and minds. The goal of 
DOTS is to change them into people that can flourish when they 
leave. The program has roughly a ninety percent success rate, and 
Sharon attributes this success to God’s work in the women’s lives.

“we offer something for them to believe  
in other than what they’ve done and where 

they’ve been.”

- Sharon hugheS

Since beginning the program for mothers, a new branch of the 
rehab center has formed, called baby DOTS. The idea for this 
program came at a time when a seventeen year old girl gave birth 
to her son while completing the program. Knowing that the mother 
and son still needed their help, the people at DOTS decided to 
make room for her son and for other children. Baby DOTS allows 
for new and expecting mothers to safely take care of their babies 

Daughters
o f  t h e  ot h e r  s i d e



as they continue to heal from their past addictions. It has developed 
into a program that helps new mothers learn about how to be moms 
and how to access resources. The baby that inspired Baby DOTS is 
now almost three-years-old and thriving.

Their campus in Higginson has made room for the new babies 
that are being born, and although they have already been blessed 
immensely, Sharon knows that it will take even more to get to where 
they truly need to be. DOTS has eventual plans for daycare as the 
new mothers begin looking for jobs and opportunities. Help with 
childcare has allowed one graduate of the program to complete 
nursing school, and others to further their education as well. A recent 
grant that was given to the center is going to help with some of their 
costs, but they continue to rely on the generosity of the community.

Sharon’s job is not without difficulty, but she knows that she 
isn’t alone in it. God is with her, and the rewarding experience of 
watching Him transform the lives of women each day is one of her 
favorite parts about what she does. Having fostered two children in 
the past, Sharon loves the opportunity to restore families and get 
children back with their healed mothers. The most difficult part of it 
for her is watching them leave campus. Even though she is proud of 
them and happy for them, she feels almost like she’s watching her 
child walk out the door. She is thankful to God for allowing her to 
witness all of these women completely change over the course of the 
program. She’s seen them come in not knowing what day it is, and 
leave totally on top of things and ready to seize the day with their 
health restored.

“It’s amazing to watch them go from  
total loss to total living.”

- Sharon hugheS

As she continues to do God’s work in these women’s lives, 
she hopes that people within the community will continue to be 
supportive in every way, and know that they are making a good 
difference in the world with each healthy mother that walks out the 
door. At DOTS, they’re planting seeds. With each mother that trusts 
in hope and healing, there’s a child that gets to see it first hand, and 
trust in it too.  

How to support DOTS:

  Check the “needs” list on their Facebook page

  Send monetary donations:

 paypal.me/Dotsmission21

 P.O. Box 602, Searcy, AR 72145

  Visit daughtersoftheotherside.com
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 W hen I Was asked to share my first connection 
to the Timothy Hill Ranch Organization, a vivid, 
beautiful, happy first memory flooded my mind.  

This recollection was walking down the blacktop paved street 
in Russell, AR at the age of 8 with Fern Paisley in 1956.  Fern, 
a beautiful young Harding college student at that time, was 
swinging my hand and talking about how Jesus loves us all.  
She had noticed that my two brothers and I attended the little 
church in Russell but no parents 
came with us.  So one day she 
said to me, “Take me to meet 
your mother,” and off we went.  
Little did I know just how much 
that meeting would change my 
family’s lives that day!

She invited my mother to come 
the following Sunday.  Mother was 
reluctant because it would be difficult 
to get herself and her five children 
(at that time) ready and make it in 
time.  Fern responded, “Then I will come early next week and help 
you.” Sure enough, she arrived the following Sunday along with 
two other young women to assist.  I guess mother was either too 
embarrassed or so impressed that she started attending, without 
any further help or excuses. It did not take long before she gave 
her life to Christ and she served him faithfully for the remaining 56 
years of her life, rarely ever missing a worship service. My brother 
Jimmy and I followed in baptism shortly after her and eventually 
the rest of my family, as well, as the years passed. Jimmy became 
an African Missionary for over 50 years and converted hundreds of 
Africans to Christianity before his death in 2018.

This all started when Jerry Hill, a young Harding College Bible 
Major started coming to our little church in Russell to preach.  He 
brought several friends with him including Fern (later to become 
his wife). Their enthusiasm for the spreading of the Gospel was 
electrifying; and soon many folks in Russell became very interested 
in hearing the Good News. Over the following 2 years while Jerry 
preached there, souls were saved and bonds were made for many 
for years to come.

Jerry and Fern graduated, married 
and moved to the Tennessee area 
for his full time preaching position.  
Yet from that time forward they 
continued to keep in touch with 
all they had met in previous years 
through Fern’s annual form letter. 
She never failed to write her own 
personal note at the bottom of the 
typewritten form letter. How we 
loved reading that special note each 
time we received it and the bond 

continued to grow. Fern and Jerry’s letters of encouragement 
and mentoring throughout my life are among my most treasured 
possessions today. While researching a date for this writing, 
it amazed me as to how much those letters documented the 
progression of both the writing of “Graduation To Glory” and the 
forming of the Timothy Hill Organization. 

Ten years later, in 1968, my brother Jimmy and his wife graduated 
from Harding and decided to go to Riverhead, NY where Jerry and 
Fern were living at the time.  They wanted  to work with the church 
there and help prepare Jimmy for the African Ministry. I went with 
them and was blessed to be able to live with the Hills for the year 
or so that we lived there.  Living with them was a life changing 

By Gwen andeRSon

Timothy hill Ranch
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“Living with them was a life changing 
event and it would take a book for 
me to write down all that i learned 
and experienced while living there 

among them...”

  Continued on next page.
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event and it would take a book for me to write down all that I learned and 
experienced while living there among them; as well as from the others who 
worked with the church in Riverhead. If you have ever had the privilege of 
visiting them at the Hospitality House at the Ranch in Riverhead, you caught 
a glimpse of what it was like. Let me sum it up by saying that it was true 
Christianity coming alive through everyday living.  Those days were exciting 
times for me as I learned what “Living The Word” was all about.

It was during this time that I grew to know and love 10 yr old Timothy. 
I was amazed by his kind spirit and compassion for the boys he met who did 

not have the loving Christian parents and home like he had. He was continually 
coming up with ideas how he could earn money to realize his dream of a ranch 
and horses.  He envisioned this ranch to be a place where homeless or troubled 
young boys could go and live in safety and be loved.  His project, while I 
lived there, was to sell his mother’s famous homemade yeast rolls.  Fern made 

homemade yeast rolls that melted in mouths (one of my prized recipes to this 
very day).  Timothy talked her into making them several times a week so that 
he could sell them after school around the neighborhood just in time for time 
evening meals. He soon had more orders that he could fill. To this day, I do not 
how Fern was able to make that many rolls in her already busy schedule; but 
she lovingly did it to encourage the work ethics and dreams of her young son.

Three years later, my husband, Bob, and I had moved to Searcy, AR for 
him to attend Harding University.  This is where we were when we learned 
of Timothy’s tragic and untimely death. The details of Timothy’s young life 
can be read in the book written by Fern entitled “Graduation to Glory”. My 
husband had the honor of drawing the portrait of Timothy used on the cover of 
the first edition of the book. Proceeds of the book were used toward Timothy’s 
dream, the ranch. 

“The Timothy Hill Organization opened its doors for the first time on 
November 15, 1980 and has been a safe haven for hundreds of children during 
desperate times of abuse, neglect, and crisis. Since these early days, Thaddaeus 
“Thud” Hill has taken over as Executive Director and expanded the vision to 
four states and counting.”

The dream expanded to the Searcy area due to the strong ties the Hills had 
with so many while attending Harding. In 1994 they began holding an annual 
fund raising dinner and it has continued to this day. In 1995, my family moved 
back to Searcy after having lived away for 18 years and Fern immediately 
drafted me to help her with the annual dinner since I lived locally. Through 
the years many others joined in as well. Given my very limited abilities in that 
area, it was scary for me but how could I say no to the two giving people (plus 
Timothy) who had given me so much love and had faith in me all my life.  
After all, they introduced me to Jesus!

“Like Jesus, fern and Jerry looked at others 
not where they were but where they could be 

through love’s transformation.”
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I often prayed that God would send more and better equipped 
volunteers to help with this effort and also that someday we 
could open a residence in the Searcy area. I am thrilled that both 
of these prayers have been  answered. Timothy Hill partnered 
with the state of Arkansas to open the Ranch on Durham Rd, 
Center Hill, AR as a transition home for young men coming out 
of foster care into either higher schooling or into the job force.

In 2019 Fern’s second book, “Gifts from Glory,” which is a 
true account of some of her own prayers God answered during 
her lifetime, was published. They began in her childhood and 
continued throughout her life until her passing in May 2021.

The Christian Chronicle stated of Fern: “To be loved by her 
was one of the great gifts from above.” I love that statement; it 
is so true.  Like Jesus, Fern and Jerry looked at others not where 
they were but where they could be through love’s transformation.

I wanted to share with you my own personal connection story 
with them in order to point out two things.  First, I want to honor 
them for their example of Jesus Christ to so many.  Secondly, 
I want to stress the wonderful way God used them to grow the 
dream of their young son which has transformed so many young 
lives through love. As was sung so many times around the table 
at mealtime in the Hill’s home, “Praise God From Whom All 
Blessings Flow.”

BLeSSed Be the tie  
that BindS oUR heaRtS  

in ChRiStian LoVe.  
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 J ennifer Gregersen tossed on the hard couch, trying to get 
comfortable. She knew that it was a lost cause. Strange 

lights blinked alongside soft beeps as footsteps walked busily 
back and forth in the hallway. She could see the still form of 
her 22-month-old daughter, Avery, in the dim light. She looked 
so tiny and frail in the much-too-big hospital bed.

Jennifer closed her eyes once again, this time in silent prayer. 
“God, please heal her. Heal my baby girl. Cancer. I still can’t wrap 
my mind around it. Everything has happened so fast. The diagnosis, 
the chemo, and here we are in the hospital. I know you 
promised never to leave me alone, but Lord, 
I feel alone. Jacob’s not here tonight. 
Everyone is wearing masks and this 
new COVID disease is running 
rampant on top of everything. How 
will this affect her with Down’s 
Syndrome? Please keep her safe, 
Lord. Help me to be strong for her. 
Amen.”

The C-word still loomed in her mind. 
Cancer. And not just any cancer - myeloid 
leukemia. Jennifer’s google search was not 
comforting. The overall survival rate is 27%. It was one 
of the worst cancers to get. The survival rate for those under the 
age of 20 was better - 69%. That gave her hope. This was not 
how she thought 2020 would turn out - sitting in the hospital with 
Avery, wondering if she would live or die.

Jennifer’s husband, Jacob, was a trooper through this. He was 
her rock. He was also at the hospital every day, though due to the 

hospital’s COVID rules, only one of them could be there at a time 
until they got a special exception. For several nights he slept in 
the car in the parking lot, just to be close to his wife and daughter.

God answered Jennifer’s prayer. After 7 months of chemo, 
Avery was pronounced in remission and she has remained in 
remission since August of 2020. Her Down’s Syndrome gave her a 
chromosome abnormality that made her respond especially well to 
treatment. God gave her and Jacob strength when they needed it.

 But the story doesn’t end there. God had another blessing in 
store for the family and it came through the Make-A-

Wish Foundation. They were first contacted by 
Chris and Ashley Boreani and then by Mr. 

Cliff Carter. Since it was 2020, they 
met over zoom calls. Chris, Ashley, 
and Mr. Cliff were their sponsor 
families and were tremendous 
support. Going through cancer is 
hard for anyone, but it’s especially 

hard to go through it with your child.
The wishes provide hope that no 

hospital can dim. They give the kids and 
the families something to look forward to that 

no one can take away.
It took a few conversations, but they settled on something that 

Make-A-Wish could do and that would be special to Avery and her 
whole family - a trip to Navarre Beach.  

They had been before, right after Avery’s chemo treatments 
stopped. She was bald, and still tired from the effects of the 
treatments, but she loved the water and the beach. The family had 

God's Love &  
Grace Still Shines

By Jennifer Webb

“Going through cancer is  
hard for anyone, but it’s 

especially hard to go through 
it with your child.”
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been through so much, the trip had been a recharge. They 
didn’t take many pictures, but they lived in the moment and 
soaked up the peace as much as they soaked up the sun. 
They were simply together. Avery was still with them.

Now, at four years old and cancer free for 2 years, Avery 
got a second chance to go. Her hair is back, along with her 
energy and personality. The whole family - Jennifer, Jacob, 
and Avery along with their grown son Nathan Tanner and 
grown daughter Scarlett Tanner were together. For Avery, 
having her brother for a whole week was one of the best 
parts.

They got to tour the aquarium and the zoo as well as soak 
up the sun on the beach. Each day, the sunrise and sunset 
reminded them that God’s love and grace still shine as 
brightly as the sun, and his love for us knows no bounds.  

“Each day, the sunrise and sunset reminded them that God’s love 
and grace still shine as brightly as the sun, and his love for us 

knows no bounds.”
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Walking Worthy 
 & Building  

with Integrity
By Cecelia Wilson

 I n a socIety increasingly fixated on social media and 
electronic escapism, finding organizations that focus on 
activities in the great outdoors must surely be a plus.  

Finding organizations that build foundations that mold boys into 
Godly men and girls into Godly women is even more unique — 
Trail Life and American Heritage Girls are those organizations.  
Trail Life was founded in 2013, with one of its first troops 
established in Searcy in 2014.  American Heritage Girls (AHG) 
was started in 1995 and its first troop was founded in Searcy last 
year.

Trail Life has 40,000 members and 900 troops in all 50 states.  
Similarly, American Heritage Girls has 50,000 members in every 
state including 15 countries.  Each Trail Life and American 
Heritage troop is owned and operated by a Charter Organization, 
usually a church, which oversees the troop and runs it as a ministry 
dedicated to growing and upholding Christian values in each troop 
member.  Each Troop Leader undergoes a thorough background 
check and must still be approved by the Troop Ministry Liaison.  
In Searcy, Trail Life Troop 226 and American Heritage Girls Troop 
AR2156 are both sponsored by Cloverdale Church of Christ.

Discussing camping events for the boys under his leadership, 
Troop Master Scott Biddle admits one of the challenges he faces is 
making sure he backs away and lets each boy handle every aspect 
of the outdoor adventure.  “I have to balance the desire to grab hold 
[and do each task] as an adult,” Biddle admits.  But to truly learn 
the skills on their own, boys need the opportunity to set up their 
own tents, filter and boil water, prepare their gear, cook meals, and 
cleanup.  Adult supervision should certainly be there to advise, 
but nothing is more instructive than hands-on experience.  And the 
boys stay busy!

As Troop 226’s Facebook page explains:

“Folks want to know what Trail Life USA Troop 226 in 
Searcy is. The truth is, you should focus on what we do.  
We are a group that focuses on bringing up young men to 
become the godly men and leaders that they ought to be.

To do that, we meet regularly and focus on a variety of 
skills and character traits we want to help them improve 
upon. We have weekly meetings throughout the year, and at 
least one special event per month (more than one in many 
months).

Between now and December, we have plans to participate 
in two parades, hold a Lego car building and racing event, 
do a bikeathon, hold a Nerf gun war, go on a father son 
campout, collect items for needy children around the world 
through Operation Christmas Child, go Christmas Caroling 
at a nursing home, and do a wide variety of other things to 
grow and develop our Trailmen.”

Eric Bond was Searcy’s first Troop Master who recently 
transitioned to become a Troop Ministry Liaison.  He can testify 
to the growth each boy receives in the program.  Honoring the 
legacy of the Boys Scouts, Trail Life uses outdoor adventures and 
skills, but challenges each young man to lean on God and lean on 
each other.  The time Eric has invested in leading a troop has been 
demanding, but rewarding.  Bond is frank, “It has [taken] time and 
prioritization for myself and families [of troop members].  We are 
all so busy, but you make choices.”  Choosing to make Trail Life 
meetings and events a priority meant putting in the time to prepare 
for a good program and finding that it was worth it all.  During 
a recent advancement ceremony when awards and badges were 
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being handed out, it struck Bond just how rewarding the journey had 
been for him.   He remembered emotionally, “…looking out across the 
crowd of 100 people…[all that time spent was] an investment in those 
boys’ futures.”

Jana Willis, American Heritage Girls Troop Vice-Coordinator, is a 
mother of five who understands the pressure involved in carving out 
time for her family.  But when her son became involved in Trail Life, 
it wasn’t long before her daughter wanted to follow in her brother’s 
footsteps.  Searching for something similar to Trail Life for girls, it 
didn’t take long for Jana and Suzanne Carter to discover American 
Heritage Girls.  “Suzanne decided to get the ball rolling,” Jana says 
of putting in the work to begin a local troop in Searcy.  Their efforts 
paid off last year and Jana is excited to see the growth in 2022.  Jana’s 
9-year-old daughter was more than pleased.  “She loves it,” Willis 
states.  “She can be crafty, but she’s not afraid to get outside and get 
dirty.”

For busy families like Jana’s, the fact that Trail Life and AHG meet on 
the same night in the same building is a timesaver and very appealing.  
Many activities are held jointly (pine car derby race, caroling, etc.); 
other events are separate.  AHG certainly provides several female-
focused activities: baking, sewing, cooking; but there are just as many 
badge-earning endeavors that aren’t:  fire safety, outdoor skills, math 
and science.  Mixing them all with faith-based mottos gives each girl a 
well-rounded present and prepares them for an integrity-based future.

Like Eric, Jana may have a busy schedule, but she is convinced 
the time she puts in leading the girls under her watch is a valuable 
effort.  “I don’t always do it well,” the mom/homeschool teacher/wife 
says of each crazy day in her week, “but I wanted a place where [my 
kids] could be around like-minded kids and adults.”  Knowing AHG is 
Christ-Centered is important to her and her husband and they wanted 
to show their kids that many other adults and youth value those same 
things.  The girls work and earn badges, gain confidence, pride and 
ownership, all the while doing so with a strong moral compass and 
work ethic.

Trail Life USA’s Motto is taken from Colossians 1:10: “… that you 
may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;…”  

The Mission of American Heritage Girls is to “build women of 
integrity through service to God, family, community and country.”  For 
both organizations, sharing that walk with God can lead to a life of 
integrity that benefits them and us all.  

For boys, explore more about trail Life at:
Website:  trailLifeUsa.com

Facebook: trailLifeUsasearcy

For girls, consider american Heritage Girls:
Website:  americanHeritageGirls.org

“But to truly learn the skills on their own, boys 
need the opportunity to set up their own tents, 
filter and boil water, prepare their gear, cook 

meals, and cleanup.”
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“...I wanted a place where  
[my kids] could be around 

like-minded kids and adults.”

~ Jana Willis
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K lara stood next to the horse trailer in the dusty Oklahoma sun.  Beside her were four friends, 
all of which were adopting wild mustang horses.  Whinnies echoed through the air, along with the sound of hooves, 
the metal bang of the chute, and people working in swift efficiency to load the long line of trailers waiting for their 

adopted wild horses.

Klara reached up, tucking back a stray piece of red hair behind 
her ear. She could hardly believe that today was the day that she 
got to meet her mustang.  What would she get?  What should she 
expect?  According to the paperwork she held in her hand, she had 
been assigned a buckskin filly.  Would the horse be totally wild 
and try to kick, bite, or charge her?  It would be a challenge for 
sure, but it was one that Klara was looking forward to.  In fact, she 
couldn’t stop smiling.

At last, it was her turn. She watched as they ran the little filly 
through the chute, quickly removed her number, and put a halter 
on her.  They ran her up to the trailer, and before the filly knew 
what was coming, they shut the door to the front section of the 
trailer behind her.

Her friend’s horses quickly followed, but Klara was focused on 
her new filly -a wild untouched mustang that had been gathered 
from Nevada.  She had been in the holding pen for a few months, 
to get proper vaccinations and to make sure that she was healthy 
before introducing her to another horse herd.  The little horse had 
a kind eye and was as curious as a kitten.  Klara knew her name 
before they made it halfway home - Rajah.

They made it home a half-hour before dark.  All the preparations 
that Klara had made before were about to be put to the test.  Before 
she could apply, Klara had filled out mountains of paperwork 
back in February.  She had to make sure that the enclosure had the 
proper square footage, as well as make sure her panels were over 
6 feet tall.  She had to submit detailed diagrams of both her home 
and the trailer as well as professional references of people that 

would vouch for her skills as a horse trainer.  She didn’t hear that 
she had been accepted to the program until early April.

The first challenge was getting Rajah out of the trailer.  They had 
to bang on it and persuade the little horse to come out.  She seemed 
more curious than terrified.  Klara went right in the round pen with 
her, holding a small handful of hay.  Her mom and dad, Nikki and 
Jason Warren, held their breath as they watched their 15-year-old 
daughter approach the wild horse.

“It’s been interesting!  As a mom, it’s terrifying 
to watch, but I want to be supportive, so 

sometimes I have to bite my tongue and let her 
do her thing.”

-nikki Warren, klara’s Mom

Rajah was cautious but did not charge or attempt to bite or kick.  
The hay must have smelled amazing, because she tentatively 
reached out and took a few nibbles, eating from Klara’s hand on 
the first day!  This was more than Klara had dared to hope for.  It 
was an amazing amount of trust and a promising beginning.

  But 100 days was a short amount of time to do a complete 
mustang makeover.  She knew that she had her work cut out for 
her to take this sweet little filly from an untouched wild horse to a 
willing partner in just over 3 months’ time.  

The next morning, when Klara went out to work with her new 
mustang, her stomach sank when she saw Rajah.  The rope that 

by Jennifer Webb

Adopting a Mustang
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was attached to her halter had come off during the night!  How was she ever 
going to touch her horse now?  She HAD to figure out a way to get a rope back 
on the halter.  After racking her brain, and enlisting the help of her dad, she 
decided that the only way to do it was to get a lasso on her.

It was not a fun experience, but they finally got another rope attached to her 
halter. After it was over, Rajah seemed to have learned a new respect for the 
rope.  She had learned not to pull against it.  This was a major breakthrough 
because it was the start of her learning to lead.

The lessons were not flawless, with Rajah stopping frequently to paw, but by 
the second day, Klara was able to touch Rajah and somewhat lead her around 
the pen.  She was also able to brush her all over, including her legs. The little 
wild mustang that had never willingly stood for the touch of a human hand 
discovered that she liked being petted and that these “people” creatures were 
rather interesting!

By day 3, Rajah was showing interest in not just Klara, but everyone that 
came to see her, including the farrier.  Rajah wanted attention and petting.  
She was still cautious and still had a lot to learn, but she was proving a very 
quick study.

“It’s been a lot easier than I expected.  I was expecting a 
crazy wild horse that was untrusting and was not even 
going to acknowledge my existence.  Instead, it ended 

up being this sweet little filly that was just scared.  
From the moment she got out of the trailer, I could see 
she was curious and she was looking at me like ‘Who 

are you? Can we be friends?’”

- klara Warren

Klara has worked with Rajah daily. She sent in progress reports on days 7, 
45, 65, and 90. They tackled such obstacles as walking over a tarp, walking 
with Klara dragging the tarp behind her, loading willingly into a trailer, going 
into a stall, stepping over obstacles, lunging in a smaller round pen, getting a 
bath, having her feet handled, navigating an obstacle course, and much more.  
Klara’s 100 days of working with Rajah in the extreme mustang makeover 
challenge ended in September.

They took Rajah to Fort Worth, Texas to compete with others that 
have adopted wild mustangs through the Mustang Heritage Foundation.  
(mustangheritagefoundation.org)  They competed in handling class, trail 
class, and freestyle.  In one of them, Rajah went into a round pen alone and 
they saw how she adapts without Klara. For the trail class, Klara took her 
through a pattern assigned by the judges and went through obstacles that she’s 
never seen before.  The freestyle class is also an obstacle course pattern type 
class, but it’s one that each trainer sets up.  They had three minutes to set up 
the obstacle course and had to navigate the obstacles in 3 minutes, set to a 
song of their choice.  Klara incorporated tricks into Rajah’s freestyle routine.

The winners of the classes went on to compete against each other in a 
showcase.  All the trainers who competed in the events received $650 for 
training their mustangs, but the top three in each class got a $1000 prize.  The 
fan-favorite in the freestyle class is awarded a $3000 prize.  The champions 
win belt buckles as well.  The adults that take part in the competition have 
their horses put up for auction, but receive a 50% discount if they place in the 
competition and wish to bid on their horse.

“We’re proud of her for trying something  
new and challenging.”

- nikki Warren, klara’s Mom

As a youth, Klara gets to keep Rajah.  That perhaps is the best prize of all.  
A girl meets a horse, falls madly in love, and they live happily ever after.  
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The Imagine & Believe Foster Care & Adoption Boutique is simply a place dedicated for 
use in helping foster & adoptive families, and sometimes emergency situations. Our awesome 
Searcy Living readers bring in donations, enabling foster/adopt parents to be able to ‘shop’ for 
what they need for foster and adopted children at no cost.

Our office is the drop off location and is located at 1308 S. Benton Ave. in Searcy.  We 
welcome gently used or new items. Thank you, Searcy, for your generosity and time spent to 
support the Foster/Adoption Care Boutique!

foundation

&

about us

The Imagine & Believe 
Foster Care & Adoption 
Boutique
Donation Drop-off
1308 S. Benton Ave. 
Searcy, AR 72143

Volunteer Opportunities
Charitable Giving
Imagine & Believe Foundation 
P.O. Box  2042 
Searcy, AR 72145

Community Support
Our dream is that no foster or adoptive 
family will ever walk the journey alone.

donations are welcomed & appreciated

Our main mission is to let 
 foster and adoptive parents 

know they are loved and 
cherished by the community.
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what you can do to support the  
imagine & Believe foundation

• you can volunteer to sort clothing (watch our faceBook page for opportunities)

• we need 5 large round foldable tables and ten folding chairs

• we need funds to help us pay for the many extra expenses we will have

• we always need diapers

foundation

&

find Us on facebook

We chose to do foster care because of the huge need for 
foster families in our community. We were in a season of 
life without any children of our own and we felt the Lord 

telling us to pursue this. Foster care is hard, messy, broken, 
but also the thing that has brought me closer to the Lord 
than I’ve ever been. I have ultimately learned that these 

children are all the Lord’s and He will take cares for them 
more than we ever could. He empowers my family to care 

for these children and their families in a way that ultimately 
glorifies Him. As difficult as foster care has been, it has 

blessed our family immensely.

~ Jillian Battaglia

“

”
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Thank you Harding Students!

Thank you Simmons Bank!
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thank yoU to aLL thoSe who GiVe!
foundation

&

Thank you to members of KFBC for 
stocking freezer meals for foster and 

adoptive families.

special thanks

Tammy and Monte Hays 
& Family

Home Hardware Center

Delta Dental

Melissa Badger

Amanda Lutrell

Ryan Roop

Simmons Bank

Chris and Ashley Cifreo

More information on the projects 
they completed in a future issue! 
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Thank you to Scarbrough Dentistry!

For your support of the Imagine & Believe Foundation

Thank you
Gum Springs

Church!

The Imagine & Believe Foundation 
gives you a way to let foster and 
adoptive families know they are  

not alone.
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thank yoU to aLL thoSe who GiVe!
foundation

&

Thank you to 
Downtown  

Church of Christ!
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 t he goal of foster care is reunification, until it 
isn’t.  We didn’t get into foster care with adoption as the 

goal, but we knew we had to keep open minds and hearts.

 Adopting was a very hard decision. We had no genetic history, 
no idea about prenatal care or medical issues. All we knew was 
we loved this child for a long time and the goal of reunification 
was no longer the goal. Our child was able to keep state insurance 
and board because of medical issues. At the time that was great 
and we thought sufficient for caring for them the rest of their 
lives. Unfortunately, as this child 
got older, it became apparent that 
the needs were more than we could 
even imagine. Once you adopt there 
aren’t many options for support like 
there is with just fostering.  Unless 
you have an extended family or 
church support there aren’t many 
places to turn to get respite or breaks 
from the everyday constant caring 
for children with special needs. We 
don’t have family or any friends able 
to care for our child so that means no 
breaks. Sadly, post adoption services 
are hard to come by. Occasionally 
with lots of documents, back-to-back communication and proof 
of increased disability or hardship board rate increases can be 
approved but other than that there are no additional services for 
adoptive parents.

Just day in and day out of caring for a child that has the same or 
more struggles than while in foster care. Daycare is hard to come 
by for a neurotypical child but daycare for school aged special 

needs children is almost nonexistent. When you can manage to 
find something, it is extremely expensive and usually far away 
from home. Our adopted child requires specialty care that is not 
found in our state so we are choosing to fly out of state to get the 
care he desperately needs at our own expense.

We are very grateful for Imagine and Believe boutique for being 
one of the only resources to help our family during this difficult 
time. Christine and the other volunteers are great about helping 
with diapers and clothes not only for our adopted child but for 
our foster and biological children as well. The money saved from 

buying diapers for 3 children helps 
us put money towards the cost that 
we will have to cover in the near 
future for our out of state trip as well 
as the cost we had for his summer 
care. Adopting has been a blessing 
but also has had lots of challenges.

We are extremely grateful for 
wonderful organizations like 
Imagine & Believe that not only 
walk alongside foster families, but 
adoptive families as well. Every 
chance I get I share with foster and 
adoptive families similar to mine the 
great resource they are. But I also 

try to share with people who can support the families by donating 
diapers as well as new clothes and toys because without the donors 
none of it would be possible. They put a lot of time and energy into 
the boutique to make it serve as many adoptive families as possible 
for which we are incredibly blessed.  

oUR UnUSUaL 
adoption JoURney

“we are extremely grateful for 
wonderful organizations like 

imagine & Believe that not only 
walk along side foster families but 

adoptive families as well.”
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Thank you Liberty Christian School for your donation of diapers and wipes! 
And thank you to this crew who delivered and helped us put them away. 

I slept and dreamt that life was joy. 
I awoke and saw that life was service. 

I acted and behold, service was joy. 

~ r. tAgore
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thank yoU to aLL thoSe who GiVe!
foundation

&
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thank You!
To all who donate and serve!

what can you do to help? 
We desperately need volunteers. If your family or group would 
like to help, please watch our FaceBook Imagine & Believe 
page for “volunteer days” or call us to schedule. 

foundation

&
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PLeASe SeND DONATIONS TO:

Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
(501) 593-5263

My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.          $20          $50          Other

  I want to donate my time. My talent is:

 ___________________________________

We need your financial support 
to keep this ministry going.

foundation

&

Our Purpose:
  we provide the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations 
of clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

  we connect seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster 
and adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom 
from someone who truly understands their journey. 

  we help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and 
child safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do 
to prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages. 

  we know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can 
also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement 
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans and 
the caretakers of the orphan ministry. 

  if a foster family does not have the time to come by the Foster 
Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers to them. This service is needed, 
for instance, when a foster family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at 
work by 8am the next morning.
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