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Publisher’s Note

Perspective

 Y ears ago I read The Circle Maker by mark 
Batterson. that amazing book inspired me to start 

prayer journaling and writing letters to God. I love to sit 
in my backyard and write and I do this most every morning 
while the birds chirp and the gentle breeze whispers 
through the trees.

Several years ago, I had the dilapidated deck on the back of my 
house removed and started planning for a new deck. But then... a 
plumbing emergency and a million other things came up. The deck 
got pushed back as a priority as it just always seemed there was 
something else more important; and I really have just not thought 
much about it until recently. I put my deck chair on the ramp going 
into the shed on the side of the yard, and as the years have gone 
by, I have filled multitudes of journals sitting on that little ramp in 
the morning hours. One morning, the thought of the “almost” deck 
came to mind and I felt inspired to write this:

“Lord, a thought occurred to me as I sit in the backyard 
on my ‘tiny deck’. The word perspective came to mind. If I 
was not sitting in the side of the yard, my perspective would 
have been different. Maybe I was supposed to see it from this 
angle so that I would enjoy or learn to appreciate something 
that I would not have noticed from the other angle. I do 
not know where this thought came from but I feel like it 
was from You. Sometimes I think I can’t have something 
because I don’t ‘deserve’ it yet... or ever. But maybe it is 
just in that season I need a particular perspective. Thank 
you Lord. Thank you for this beautiful morning and for my 
view from the side.”  

That entry was from several months ago, but I cannot express 
how many times I have thought about it and realized how much it 
has impacted the way I think about things. When things don’t work 
out the way I imagined, sometimes there are just different journeys 
that I am supposed to take, or different ways I am meant to view 
something. New perspectives... 

When someone was recently rude to me, I realized I might be the 
only person in the entire universe that was now praying for them. 

New perspective.  
When the legislation I worked so hard on that would have helped 

so many children did not make it out of committee when it really 
should have passed, it taught me a lot of lessons about how things 
really work and revealed the real character of many things and 
people. 

New perspective. 
When the trunk of my car broke and was stuck shut, three people 

tried to help with it. They found the problem and gave me the 
advice I needed to get it fixed. The trunk may still be a problem that 
I have not had the chance to handle yet, but... the good character 
of people willing to help was there. 

New perspective.  
Perspective. I could fill pages of recent examples and I am 

amazed at how differently I now view so many things.   
I hope life is treating you well and I hope a new perspective turns 

something in your life from a challenge or a disappointment to a 
new opportunity or a great realization. And as always, thank you 
for reading Searcy Living. 

1. The state of one’s ideas, the facts known to one. 

2. The faculty of seeing all the relevant data in a 
meaningful relationship. 

3. A view or prospect.
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Over the Counter

 e sseNtial Oils are defiNed as plants’ essence, 
which means that they do not exist naturally in an oil 

form. They are extracted from plants and fruits. The two most 
common methods of extracting essential oils are steam distillation 
and cold pressing. Steam distillation is a process when a plant 
is held in a distilling contraption over boiling water. The steam 
from the boiling water pulls oils out of the plant. The water and 
oil collected are trapped in a container and then separated. Oils 
that come using this process are generally less strong-smelling and 
have less color. Cold pressing is a process that is only used with 
fruit. The fruit is poked or prodded to bring oils to the surface. 
Then, water is sprayed over the fruit and mixed with the oils 
from the punctured fruit. The liquid formed is then collected and 
separated into oil and water. Oils from cold pressing are often 
stronger smelling and brighter in color.

Therapeutic grade oils are best defined as “straight from the 
plant into the bottle,” which means nothing has been added to the 
oils. These oils are 100% natural. However, essential oils can be 
adulterated, which means other additives have been added. This 
can involve scents (i.e., rose oil has a rose scent often added to it 
to give a more pungent smell), chemical compounds to help distill 
out the oil, and chemical compounds to make the oil less volatile. 
The benefits of essential oils are generally better when therapeutic 
grade essential oils are used, but adulterated oils can still provide 
some practical advantages.

The effects oils have can be directly related to how they are 
used. There are three common uses for oils: topical application, 
inhalation, and ingestion. Topically applied oils are absorbed 
through the skin and travel into the bloodstream. Common sites for 
topical application of oils include the wrists, neck, and bottom of 
the feet. This application is commonly used to help with pain or for 
cosmetic purposes. Inhalation is performed using a diffuser with 
a small amount of oil (few drops) placed into 4-10 oz of water or 
by applying oil to a piece of cloth or clothing and smelling it. This 
application is commonly used for stress relief and for antibacterial 

and antiviral purposes. Ingestion of essential oils is controversial, 
and therefore this method should be approached with caution. It 
can be done by dissolving 1-2 drops of particular 100% therapeutic 
grade essential oil in a smoothie, water, juice, or tea. Examples 
of therapeutic grade essential oils added to beverages are orange, 
tangerine, grapefruit, lemon, peppermint, and chamomile. 
However, it is imperative to remember that not all essential oils 
can be ingested internally, even in small amounts. Please consult 
your physician prior to any ingestion.

Essential oils have a variety of uses. Peppermint can be used 
to relieve nausea, boost energy, and alleviate a minor headache. 
Chamomile can ease nausea, relieve pain and anxiety, and help with 
sleep. Citrus oils such as lemon or orange help boost the immune 
system and are added to DIY cleaners due to their antibacterial and 
antiviral properties. Rosemary and marjoram oils can help relieve 
muscle pain. Oregano, lemongrass, and citronella oils can be used 
to repel insects. Frankincense can be used to reduce anxiety and 
for skin blemishes. Tea tree oil helps repel lice and is used for acne. 
Eucalyptus is useful for treating nasal congestion and chest colds. 
Thyme has antibacterial and antiviral properties and can be used 
to treat the common cold. Lavender oil can be used for headaches, 
stomach pain and also to help with sleep.

The Complete Book of Essential Oils & Aromatherapy by 
Valerie Ann Worwood is one of many references where additional 
information about use of essential oils can be obtained.  

essential oils:  
What Are They?
Abigail Austin, Pharm.D. Candidate 2024
Lana Gettman, Pharm.D.
Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS
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The following text is a transcription of the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution in their original form. 
These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and 
form what is known as the “Bill of Rights.” 

Amendment 1
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people 
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.

Amendment 2
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a 

free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.

Amendment 3
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, 

without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a 
manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment 4
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, 

houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and 
seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, 
and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.

Amendment 5
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise 

infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 
Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, 
or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public 
danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled 
in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without 
just compensation.

Amendment 6
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right 

to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State 
and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, 
which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, 
and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 
to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.

Amendment 7
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy 

shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be 
preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to 
the rules of the common law.

Amendment 8
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines 

imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Amendment 9
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall 

not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the 
people.

Amendment 10
The powers not delegated to the United States by the 

Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to the people.  

The Bill of Rights
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We  the People of the United states of america

Thanking  
FIrST rESpOnDErS

The BroThers of King solomon #473 
thanking our first responders. 
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I n  O r D er  tO  fO r M  A  more perfect union
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We hold  these t ru t h S  to be  self-evident

A thAnk you to J. myles BArBer & sAlon on hawkins 
Drive in searcy for providing free hair cuts every year for the 
past five years for children ages 2-12 for a Back to School 
Cutz event that he hosts in his Barber Shop. 

helping Others and Giving 
Back to the Community
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That all men are created equal

s e A r c y  l I v I n G

sticker stories
We had so much fun teaching a class for searcy Parks & recreation!
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They are endowed by their  cre Ator  with certain unalienable rights

searcy BaseBall Boys having some water 
fun after practice. 

harding UniversiTy  
BasKeTBall camp aTTendees

Responsibility is the price of freedom.

~ ElbErt Hubbard
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Among these Are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

We WoUld liKe To ThanK the 7th sons chapter of the Punishers law enforcement 
motorcycle club for their generous donation. Amanda and Kyle Tilley have 3 beautiful 
children. Kyle, Amanda, and the 4 year old contracted COVID. Amanda was 31 weeks pregnant 
with their 3rd child when she had to be put on the ventilator. Her body could not support her and 
the baby so they had to take the baby early. Amanda was in CCU on the vent for 14 days in Searcy. 
She is now (at time of press) at the rehab center there. Baby Tilley is in the NICU at Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital. This sweet Momma hasn’t been able to hold or touch her baby. Kyle has only 
been able to see and hold the baby once so far. They are Blessed because they have family, friends, 
and a community who loves them and has prayed and helped them in so many different ways. 
Please continue to pray for this family. Amanda and Baby Tilley have a long hard road to travel. 
Thanks again to the 7th Sons chapter of the Punishers Law Enforcement Motorcycle Club for their 
generous donation. 

James Dix (Amanda’s step father), Kyle Tilley, Members Ben Allen, Kyle Toler, & Tyler Mize. 
The 2 little cuties up front are the Big Sis’s Aven & Sophia Tilley.

a Generous donation 
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That to secure these rights,  
governments  are instituted among men

Our freedom can be measured by 
the number of things we can  

walk away from.
~ VErnon Howard

White County fair Queens
mrs. Arkansas state Fair Queen: renee stone
2019 Wc sr Fair Queen: carlie Grace Burress

2021 Wc sr Fair Queen: emilee thomason
2021 10-13 yr Fair Queen: Abby hutchison

2021 Wc Jr Fair Queen: Aubrey morris
2019 Wc Jr Fair Queen: maggie Green
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DerIvInG  their  just  powers from the consent of the governed

The Arkansas EMT Association would like to congratulate the following providers on their recent awards.

Ark AnsAs emt As socIAtIon
2021 awards

Dr. mAtt PArker
Medical Director of the Year

Unity health emergency Physician 
/ UAms emergency Physician / 

northstar medical Director

JennIFer WIsInGer
EMT of the Year

emt, northstar ems

tonIA hAle
David Taylor Sr. Excellence in EMS

Director, northstar ems & 
President, AemtA

JustIn Allen
Instructor of the Year

AsU Beebe emt / Paramedic 
Program Instructor

Penney russell
Industrial EMT of the Year

emt, evergreen Packaging

JAmes (JJ) Johnson
EMS Hall of Fame Paramedic, 

ems specialist

FrAncIs leWIs
Air Medical Award of Excellence

senior Program Director, Air evac 
Lifeteam
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JAcksonvIlle FIre 
DePArtment

Fire/EMS Service of the Year

FAIrFIelD BAy ems
First responder Service of the Year

mItchell WeAver
paramedic of the Year

Paramedic, mems

AnDreA GolDmAn notz
First responder of the Year

emt

kenny tosh
Medical Supervisor of 

the Year
Director, vital Link ems

rIck PoWell
EMT/FF of the Year
Conway Fire Dept



28    Your Hometown Magazine

unIteD,  there is  little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures.

There is no easy walk to freedom anywhere, and many of us will have to 
pass through the valley of the shadow of death again and again before 

we reach the mountaintop of our desires.

~ NelsoN MaNdela

F I r s t  c o m m u n I t y  B A n k 

announces recent Promotions

FIrst communIty BAnk has announced promotions in several departments and branches of the 
organization’s Searcy and Cabot locations, according to David Wood, market president of the Searcy and 
Cabot regions.

“We are proud to recognize several of our employees 
that have made significant contributions toward the growth 
of the bank,” said Wood. “With their strategic focus and 
ability to drive results, each will play an integral role in our 
continued success.”

Linda Crabtree has been promoted to assistant vice 
president, compliance specialist in Cabot. She has been at 
First Community Bank since 2020 and has over 36 years of 
banking experience. Linda is a graduate of the Oklahoma 
State University School of Banking. Previously Linda has 
served in multiple facets of bank operations with the past 
23 years focused in the compliance area. In her role, Linda 
is responsible for monitoring compliance with HMDA and 
CRA related loans.

Micah Bradley has been promoted to assistant vice 
president, secondary mortgage loan specialist in Searcy. In 
her role, Micah will act as a support to multiple mortgage 
loan officers and perform various support duties pertinent 
to meeting the needs of our customers while focusing on 
the development of new business.

Amy Tuggle has been promoted to vice president, 
secondary mortgage regional manager in Searcy. She has 
more than 15 years of experience in the banking industry. 
In her role, Amy will oversee the operations of mortgage 
loans in the Searcy area.

Jordan Perry has been promoted to assistant vice 
president, loan officer and credit analyst in Searcy. He 
joined First Community Bank in 2016 and is a graduate 
of the Barrett School of Banking. In his role, Jordan will 
provide lending needs to Searcy and the surrounding 
markets with continued analysis and underwriting of 
commercial and consumer loans for the region.

For more information about First Community Bank, 
call 870-612-3400 or visit www.firstcommunity.net.

About First community Bank

First Community Bank, which is locally owned and 
managed, opened August 4, 1997, in Batesville, Arkansas, 
and currently operates 27 full-service branches in Arkansas 
and Missouri. First Community employs more than 485 
professional bankers and reports assets of $1.9 billion as 
of June 30, 2021.
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eStABLISh JuStICe ,  insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense

There is no such thing as a little freedom. Either you are all free, or you are not free. 
~ waltEr CronkitE

Unity health associates receive spirit Of Unity award from Grateful Patient

three unIty heAlth AssocIAtes were awarded 
the spirit of unity award for the amazing care they 
provided to a recent patient at unity health - White 
county medical center. These Certified Surgical 
Assistants in tower 1 third floor: Hannah Barnes, Jessica 
Boozer and Gabrielle Benny were recognized by the 
patient. A gift to the Foundation was donated in honor 
of their hard work and dedication to providing quality 
compassionate care for patients. 

The Spirit of Unity Award is a way for patients, or family 
members of patients, to show their gratitude by giving a gift in 
an associate’s honor to the Unity Health Foundation. These gifts 
go towards special projects and equipment upgrades that will 
help to ensure that Unity Health is here to care for patients for 
generations to come.

For more information about Spirit of Unity awards or to 
honor a Unity Health associate, please call (501)278-3184 or 
visit unity-health.org/foundation. 
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ASk nOt  what your countr y can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.

Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. We 
didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, 

protected, and handed on for them to do the same. 

~ ronald rEagan

JAnIe moore (“lADy J”) has become an Auxiliary member of CvMA 7-8, 
promoting interest in various forms of motorcycle activities associated with 
veterans - helping, creating, and maintaining camaraderie among veterans 
from all u.S. Branches of Services.

She has been a manager at Hope Restored Thrift Store since Oct 2016. She 
enjoys fishing and riding on her Harley Motorcycle & helping Vets. She loves 
spending time with her husband, Kelly, a full member of Combat Veterans 
Motorcycle Association 7-8 and her kids and grandkids.

WelcomInG
CVMa 7-8 auxiliary Member
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hO n eS t y  is  the f irst  chapter of  the book wisdom

For every Foster chIlD In the stAte oF ArkAnsAs, 
a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate) volunteer is also 
needed to advocate for them.  If you’re not in a position to do 
foster care, you can still be a huge influence in the life of a child 
as a CASA!  The upcoming training session begins soon.  If you 
can devote a small amount of time each month, please consider 
this unique opportunity to serve a child in need!!  For additional 
information, contact Laura Burks at 501-305-3428 or by email 
at wc.casa.director@gmail.com.  

Casa training session

If the freedom of speech is taken away 
then dumb and silent we may be led, 

like sheep to the slaughter. 

~ gEorgE wasHington

how Casa started
It was a judge’s idea

Inspiration came to Seattle juvenile 
court judge David W. Soukup in 1976.

Judge Soukup had insufficient 
information to make a life-changing 
decision for a 3-year-old girl who had 
suffered from child abuse.

That’s where the idea came from: 
These children who had experienced 
abuse or neglect needed trained 
volunteers speaking up in the 
courtroom for the CHILD’S best 
interest.

Our volunteers help judges develop 
a fuller picture of each child’s life. 
Their advocacy (facts gathered from 
investigating the entire situation) 
enables judges to make the most 
well-informed decision for each child.

* Information from the national CASA 
website
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W eLL D O n e  is  better than well  said .

“Encouragement is the oxygen of the soul.”

~ JoHn MaxwEll



ATOP THE

WASHINGTON
 MONUMENT

Atop the Washington Monument, are displayed two words:

Laus Deo
Just in case you may not have known…

 O ne detail that is seldom mentioned is that in 
Washington, D.C. there can never be a building of 

greater height than the Washington Monument.  With all the 
uproar about removing the Ten Commandments, etc., this is 
worth a moment or two of your time.

On the aluminum cap, atop the Washington 
Monument in Washington, D.C., are 
displayed two words:  Laus Deo. 

No one can see these words. In 
fact, most visitors to the monument 
are totally unaware they are even 
there and for that matter, probably 
couldn’t care less.  Once you know 
Laus Deo’s history, you will want 
to share this with everyone you 
know.

These words have been there 
for many years; they are 555 
feet, 5.125 inches high, perched 
atop the monument, facing 
skyward to the Father of our 
nation, overlooking the 69 square 
miles which comprise the District 
of Columbia, capital of the United 
States of America.

Laus Deo!  Two seemingly 
insignificant, unnoticed words. Out of 
sight and, one might think, out of mind, but 
very meaningfully placed at the highest point 
over what is the most powerful city in the most 
successful nation in the world.

So, what do those two words, in Latin, composed of just four 
syllables and only seven letters, possibly mean? Very simply, they 
say Praise be to God!

Though construction of this giant obelisk began in 1848 when 
James Polk was President of the United States, it was not until 
1888 that the monument was inaugurated and opened to the public.  

It took twenty-five years to finally cap the memorial with a tribute 
to the Father of our nation, Laus Deo, “Praise be to God!”

From atop this magnificent granite and marble structure, visitors 
may take in the beautiful panoramic view of the city with its 
division into four major segments. From that vantage point, one 
can also easily see the original plan of the designer, Pierre Charles 
L’Enfant.... a perfect cross imposed upon the landscape, with the 
White House to the north, the Jefferson Memorial to the south, the 
Capitol to the east and the Lincoln Memorial to the west.

A cross you ask?  Why a cross? What about separation of church 
and state?  Yes, a cross; separation of church and state was 

NOT, is NOT, in the Constitution.

So, read on.

How interesting and, no doubt, 
intended to carry a profound meaning 

for those who bother to notice.
When the cornerstone of the 

Washington Monument was laid on 
July 4th, 1848 deposited within it 
were many items, including the 
Holy Bible presented by the Bible 
Society.  Praise be to God!  Such 
was the discipline, the moral 
direction, and the spiritual mood 
given by the founder and first 
President of our unique democracy 
‘One Nation, Under God.’
I am awed by George 

Washington’s prayer for America... 
Have you ever read it?  Well, now is 

your unique opportunity, so read on...
“Almighty God; We make our earnest 

prayer that Thou wilt keep the United States 
in Thy holy protection; that Thou wilt incline 

the hearts of the citizens to cultivate a spirit of 
subordination and obedience to government; and entertain 

a brotherly affection and love for one another and for their fellow 
citizens of the United States at large.

And finally that Thou wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose 
us all to do justice, to love MERCY, and to demean ourselves with 
that charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind which were the 
characteristics of the Divine Author of our blessed religion, and 

36    Your Hometown Magazine

“It took twenty-
five years to finally 
cap the memorial 

with a tribute 
to the Father of 
our nation, Laus 
Deo, ‘Praise be to 

God!’”
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without a humble imitation of whose example in these things we 
can never hope to be a happy nation.

Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.”

Laus Deo!

It is hoped you will send this to every sister, brother, father, 
mother or friend.  They will not find it offensive because you 
have given them a lesson in history that they probably never 
learned in school. 

With that, be not ashamed or afraid, but have pity for those 
who will never see this because someone failed to send it on.  

                                                                 
https://www.nps.gov/wamo/learn/historyculture/index.htm

“ From atop this magnificent granite and 
marble structure, visitors may take in the 
beautiful panoramic view of the city with 
its division into four major segments.”
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Out & About find yourself on .com

Let freedom reign. The sun never set 
on so glorious a human achievement. 

~ NelsoN MaNdela
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Out & About find yourself on .com

No person is your friend who 
demands your silence, or denies 

your right to grow.
~ aliCE walkEr



explore properties online

America’s Land Specialist

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU
A LITTLE BIT ABOUT US

Since 1986, when Mossy Oak founder and CEO 
Toxey Haas had the vision to take a handful of 
Mississippi dirt, sticks, and leaves and transform 
it into a brand new type of camouflage, Mossy 
Oak has become a symbol of consumers’ obsession 
with getting closer to nature and living their best 
life outdoors.

No place is that more evident than Mossy Oak Properties, 
as owning a piece of rural land is the ultimate way to do both. 
Since our inception in 1999 and franchise expansion in 2002, our 

mission has been to align with the best and most honorable land 
specialists in the industry, and provide them with a platform to be 
successful, which in turn benefits the buyers and sellers of rural 
land they serve.

Our unique combination of brand strength, quality of people, 
national marketing, and services creates a powerful platform 
for facilitating rural land transactions. Our company values of 
lifestyle, integrity, service, and teamwork help to ensure that when 
you engage a Mossy Oak Properties land specialist, you engage a 
partner in achieving your goals.  

cacheriverlandandfarm.com

CaCHE RivER Land & FaRM
(501) 278-5330

400 W. Race Ave. • Searcy, AR

Eric Camp
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How do you feel wHen you walk into your Home?  your Home is your sanctuary, your place of rest.   
This place that is uniquely yours holds many of your most treasured memories.  You instantly feel relaxed 
and cozy, knowing that here you can put away the stress of the world and simply relax.  

What if walking into a store felt more like walking 
into a home?

That’s what it feels like when you step into Doorframes on the 
corner of Spring and Arch in historic downtown Searcy.  The store 
greets you with instant coziness.  Inside, you will find the smiles 
of Terri and Anna waiting to greet you with a cup of Alley Cat tea.  

Doorframes is a fulfillment of a lifelong dream for owner Terri 
Camp. She has a degree in fashion merchandising and business 
management, which she used in her work for Dillards, and other 
local retailers.  She dreamed of her own store while she went 
into other people’s homes and helped them re-arrange furniture, 
place seasonal decor, and stencil scriptures on a wall or around a 
doorframe.  

She patiently waited on God’s timing, and in 2019 
it was right. 

The Camps, Eric and Terri, bought the building in July 2019 and 
the remodel was done in December.   She started stocking as Think 
Idea Studio created the perfect logo and helped with social media, 
marketing, and webpage set up.  Terri and her friend, Madison 
Richardson, officially opened their doors on February 3, 2020.  

“doorframes are tHe foundations to tHe entrances 
of our Homes - tHe literal passageways into wHere 
we nurture our families and serve our friends and 

guests.”
- doorframes website

Terri had a dream of a retail store that would bless people both 
when they and others entered their homes. She hopes to inspire 
people to transform their homes into a place that they love, and 
where others feel welcome, nurtured, and blessed.

The name is inspired by the scripture in Deuteronomy 6:9 where 
it talks about the Children of Israel putting the words of the Lord 
upon their door frames.

 Doorframes specializes in high-quality items to bless your heart 
and home. The two things they focus on are helping you make your 
home a haven and building relationships.

“it’s been mucH more fun tHan i ever tHougHt it 
would be.  i walk in every morning and say ‘tHank you 

lord for tHis place’!”
- terri camp, owner doorframes

Sometimes people come in and chat as they browse. When 
Madison decided to stay home with her baby, Terri’s daughter, 
Anna stepped in to fill the gap at the store.  They love getting to 
know their customers, and are passionate about helping them find 
the perfect piece to compliment their home.

They have many faith-based items, as well as unique decor for 
all areas of your home.  They carry lines of unique baby items, 
greeting cards, candles, gourmet foods, handbags, pajamas, paper 
products, seasonal decor, silverware pouches, tea towels, skincare 
items, cowhide rugs, kids items, jewelry, Searcy, AR decor, and 
toys designed to stimulate the imagination.

Alley Cat Tea is one of the things you can  find only at Doorframes.  
It’s the tea that you will be offered when you come in.  Terri first 
had it at a friend’s house and she knew she had to include it when 

By Jennifer Webb



Jennifer webb is the author of “Self-Discipline in 6 
Weeks: How to Set Goals with Soul and Make Your 
Habits Work for You” and “The Pearl Perspective: 
How Changing Your Perspective Can Change Your 
Life.” She founded the personal development blog 
contentmentquesting.com where she's committed to 
helping people find the joy in their lives.

she opened her store.  It has a unique combination of not only tea but 
also pineapple, lemon and orange juices.  It can be sipped hot or cold, 
or even put into smoothies.

Hymn tea towels go along perfectly with tea.  These are sourced from 
Little Things Studio out of Nashville.  These adorable tea towels have 
the words of old hymns printed on them, and are a perfect reminder 
when your heart needs uplifting.

Eleven Point Candles from Walnut Ridge are a new item.  These great 
smelling candles will fill your home with fragrance.  Other Arkansas 
products include Arkansalsa from northwest Arkansas, and toffee from 
Lambrecht Gourmet out of Heber Springs.

They also carry unique items for kids.  Maileg out of Denmark 
supplies beautiful playsets with a house, rabbits, mice, and all the 
things the animals need to keep their house.  The toys are specifically 
designed to foster imagination and creativity and to withstand the 
test of time.  These are toys that your children can pass down to their 
children.

“you don’t Have to spend a lot of money for your Home 
to be beautiful.”

- terri camp, owner, doorframes

The unique items are designed to fit any budget. For an added 
personal touch they also offer complimentary gift wrap.  Each gift 
wrapped item comes with a key attached.  Be sure to check out their 
Facebook page for promotions that say “Calling all Keys.”  You might 
win a discount or a gift certificate!  As an added bonus - kids love to 
play with the keys as well.  Just imagine what it might unlock!

Your home is special.  It’s a place for you to make into your refuge, 
your style, and where you and your family feel comfortable.  It’s where 
you make great memories, share your love, and the love of Jesus.  Stop 
into Doorframes and let Terri and Anna help you bless your heart and 
home.  

You can also shop online at shopdoorframes.com and follow 
them on Facebook and Instagram:

  https://www.instagram.com/doorframesheartandhome

  https://www.facebook.com/doorframesheartandhome
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Financial Focus

PrePared
are Your Loved ones

To Be caregivers?

once you’re retIreD and your children are grown, they are likely “off the books,” as far as your 
financial responsibility for them is concerned. yet, you’re probably still prepared to do anything to help 
them – but are they ready to take care of you if the need arises? 

ConsidER This: Almost half of retirees say that the ideal 
role in retirement is providing support to family and other 
loved ones, according to the Edward Jones/ Age Wave study 
titled Four Pillars of the New Retirement: What a Difference a 
Year Makes – and a slightly earlier version of the same study 
found that 72% of retirees say one of their biggest fears is 
becoming a burden on their family members. 

So, if you are recently retired or plan to retire in the next few 
years, you may need to reconcile your desire to help your adult 
children or other close relatives with your concern that you could 
become dependent on them. You’ll need to consider whether 
your loved ones can handle caregiving responsibilities, which 
frequently include financial assistance. If they did have to provide 
some caregiving services for you, could they afford it? About 80% 
of caregivers now pay for some caregiving costs out of their own 
pockets – and one in five caregivers experience significant financial 
strain because of caregiving, according to a recent AARP report. 

One way to help your family members is to protect yourself 
from the enormous expense of long-term care. The average cost 
for a private room in a nursing home is now over $100,000 a year, 
according to the insurance company Genworth. Medicare won’t 
pay much, if any, of these costs, so you may want to consult with 
a financial advisor, who can suggest possible ways of addressing 
long-term care expenses.

Even if you don’t require a long stay in a nursing home, you still 
might need some assistance in the future, especially if your health 
or mental capacities decline. So, start talking to your loved ones 
about their possible roles if you should ever need caregiving. You 
may want to create a caregiving arrangement that specifies payment 
for caregiving services and outlines the expenses to be reimbursed 
if paid out of pocket by a caregiver. Also, you may want to create 
the appropriate legal documents, such as a durable power of 
attorney for health care, which enables someone to make medical 

decisions on your behalf should you become incapacitated, and a 
durable power of attorney for finances, which allows you to name 
someone to make your financial decisions if you become unable 
to do so yourself. A legal professional can help you make these 
arrangements and incorporate them into your overall estate plan. 
A financial advisor can suggest ways of preparing for the costs 
involved with caregiving and can direct you to relevant resources, 
such as social services provided by your city or county. 

Clearly, there’s much you can do to help shield your family 
from the financial strain of caregiving. But you are not alone: By 
drawing on other resources and outside help, you can ease the 
burden on your loved ones. And everyone will feel more secure 
when you have your arrangements in place.  

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.  Edward Jones. Member SIPC 
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What about the culture in Searcy do you find that is really positive that most communities lack?

Searcy has a huge sense of family/community. I love the feel of belonging when I  talk with our guests.

What charitable cause do you feel passionate about and why? What do you do to support that 
cause?

Feed starving children. It’s a cause my company supports and really opened my eyes to what we can do to help 
change the world.

What do you love most about Searcy?

The small town feel and being close to Little Rock and Memphis.

Make the world Better
Choose Joy & Encouragement

Ron Taskoski

“searcy has a huge sense of family/community.”
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What do I love most about Searcy?

Though I have only recently returned to the area, 
Searcy is home for me.  There is something so 
comfortable about the town.  I love the focus on 
family, evident by the high number of businesses 
closed on Sunday and/or Monday to spend time at 
home.  My family and I have been back in the area 
for about a year now, and we have not regretted that 
decision once.

What do your family members love most 
about Searcy?

The Hoffmann family loves the “shop local” 
attitude from the town.  Searcy boasts great local 
restaurants, coffee shops, clothing boutiques, and 
more.  A community that rallies around their local 
businesses is one to be proud of.

What is your favorite hobby?

If this question had been asked anytime prior to March 
of 2020, I would say playing music.  The arrival 
of our first child has greatly altered that answer to 
time with my family, often exploring the variety of 
activities in Searcy.

Construction and Marketing Manager
Hoffmann Architectural

Make the world Better. Choose Joy & Encouragement.

Clay Hoffmann

“...searcy is home for me.”
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Please pray for America  
and fo r  t ho se  l e f t  beh i nd  i n  A fghan i s tan .
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Blessed in Serving:
Larry Gentry

I grew up on watkIns road in northern white County with my parents ormond and Mable gentry. In 1945, after 
returning from a three-year tour in North Africa, Sicily and Italy during World War 2, my dad built a two-room house at the end of 
Watkins Road. The house had no electricity, running water, or air conditioning and was heated with a wood stove. Me and my sister, 
Linda Gentry Stevens, were raised working on the farm. The family grew strawberries, okra, cucumbers and cotton for market.

I attended Providence grade school, grades one through six, 
and White County Central High School graduating in 1960. 
After graduation I moved to Little Rock and worked at several 
different jobs until 1965 when I took the Civil Service examination 
for employment with the Little Rock Police Department. On 
January 1, 1966 I was hired by the Little Rock Police Department 
as Patrolman. After completing the Police Rookie Academy, I 
was sent to Camden, Arkansas to attend the Northwest Traffic 
University for accident reconstruction.

In the summer of 1968, I applied for employment with the 
Arkansas State Police. After tests, background investigation and 
physicals were completed on November 1, 1968, I was sworn in as 
a trooper with the Arkansas State Police.

In the summer of 1969, I attended the Arkansas State Police 
Rookie Troop School in Camden, Arkansas. After graduation I was 
reassigned to Troop A in Pulaski County where I worked highway 
patrol for two and a half years.

In early 1971 a vacancy developed in highway patrol in White 
County, and I asked for and received a transfer from Pulaski 
County to White County, with instructions I had to live in Searcy. 
My wife (Faye Hall Gentry formerly of Lake City) and I moved 
into apartment #13 Race Street Apartments where we began our 
journey with friends and loved ones in White County.

During my tenure in Searcy, I worked security for six tornados in 
Jonesboro, Forrest City, Cabot, Rose Bud, Center Hill and Velvet 

Ridge. I was also assigned to escort 
and provide security for U.S. Senator 
Edward (Ted) Kennedy, Governor 
Bill Clinton, Governor Jim Guy 
Tucker, Governor Mike Huckabee, 
and Governor/Senator Mike Beebe. 
I was also assigned security for the 
Oaklawn Race meets, the Arkansas 
State Fair and some Arkansas 
Razorback football games at War 
Memorial Stadium.

In 1983 I completed a course at the 
Little Rock Air Force Base in special 
response team training and became 
a member of the Troop “B” special 
response team.

In 1989 I was promoted to 
Sergeant, supervisor for White and 
Cleburne Counties. I remained in 
that position until I retired July 31, 
1997.

I give all thanks to God for my 
safety and protection during almost 
31 years wearing the uniforms of 
the Little Rock Police Department 
and the Arkansas State Police. My 
life and career have been and still is 
wonderful, gratifying and blessed.  
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I gIve all thanks to God for 
my safety and protection during 

almost 31 years wearing the 
uniforms of the Little Rock Police 

Department and the Arkansas 
State Police.

My life and career have been 
and still is wonderful, 

gratIfyIng and blessed. 
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Success with

“Searcy Living has been a blessing to 
our business helping it to advance. 

Our guests always give us great 
feedback about our presence in the 

magazine. Thank you Searcy Living!”

– Tanya Salas
 Salas Southern Sales
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 Y ou may wonder what CMA stands for. It stands for 
Christian Motorcyclist Association. The CMA is a group 
of like-minded people who enjoy riding motorcycles 

and love Jesus. They were founded in 1975 with the vision of 
taking the gospel to bikers. The CMA is in 38 other countries 
with 1,380 chapters chartered in the United States. There are 
CMA members all around the world carrying the life changing 
message of Jesus Christ. This ministry is ongoing 365 days a 
year, 24 hours a day to reach people with the lifesaving gospel. 
The association’s whole mission is to spread the light of Jesus into 
dark places. Members of CMA are a nondenominational group of 
Christians who are dedicated to reaching people for Christ in the 
highways and byways through the avenue of motorcycling.

The CMA has only one fundraiser each year, called Run for 
the Son. This fundraiser started as an effort to provide a pastor in 
Guatemala a motorcycle so he could have transportation. From this 
humble beginning, Run for the Son has now provided transportation 
to 14,575 pastors, evangelists, and Christian workers around the 
world. To me personally, this is amazing! 

CMA’s vision is changing the world one heart at a time. Run 
for the Son is divided into 4 parts: Biker Evangelism, World 
Evangelism, Transportation, and Open Doors.  

 Biker Evangelism.  This is where the CMA reaches out to 
the motorcycling community around the world with the love 
and life changing power of Jesus. You will find CMA members 

in just about every place you find a 
biker, whether it is one of the largest 
bike rallies or the smallest of clubhouses. 
Run for the Son has distributed 1.3 
million evangelistic tools, such as Bibles 
and gospel tracts, to both people in the 
motorcycle world as well as the regular 
community. 

 Word Evangelism. They have what is called the Jesus Film 
Project. This is a film showed around the world telling them 
about Jesus in their own native tongue. It has been shown in 124 
countries and translated into 1,856 languages. The impact of the 
Jesus film has been experienced in jungles, deserts, and bustling 
cities around the world.

As of 2018, for every 83 cents the CMA invests in the Jesus 
Film, one person accepts Christ. This means that around 156 
million people have viewed the film and more than 16 million have 
made the decision to follow Christ. 

 Transportation.  Without transportation, the people would 
not be able to evangelize. Working through Missionary Ventures 
International, CMA is providing motorcycles, bicycles, boat 
motors, horses, camels, and other means of transportation in 101 
countries. This transportation is used to place churches and expand 
outreach in other areas.

 Open Doors. There are nations of the world where the message 
of Jesus is not allowed. In some countries it’s even worthy of 
imprisonment or death. Working through Open Doors, the CMA 
is providing Bibles, Christian training materials, and direct aid to 
the persecuted in 60 of the most oppressive countries of the world. 
They are committed to sharing Jesus and supporting believers 
in countries such as Syria, North Korea, Iraq, and North Sudan. 
CMA’s Run for the Son has purchased more than 3.2 million 
Bibles and provided funding for millions of Christian training and 
evangelism aids in support for those who work in these dangerous 
locations. 

For all the money that is raised for the CMA’s Run for the Son 
each year, 40 percent stays for Motorcycle Ministries, 20 percent 
goes to the Open-Door Project, 20 percent goes to the Jesus Film 
Project, and 20 percent goes to Missionary Ventures.

By Brenda Wheeler

Christian

Motorcyclists 
association

C.M.A.

 Continued on next page
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On a personal level, the CMa has truly changed mine and my husband’s 
lives. For that reason, I am so adamant about the CMA and the Run for the Son 
fundraiser that they do once every year in May. In 2014, we lost our precious son 
Kyle Andrew to a very rare and aggressive cancer after a 15-month long battle. 
Right after we lost him, our oldest son Larry joined the Airforce and moved to 
Japan. We were empty nesters for the first time. 

My husband was the pastor of The Lighthouse Full Gospel Church in Judsonia, 
so we were faithful in our church and had our lives on the right track. I don’t 
think you can ever prepare yourself for such a drastic change of direction in your 
life. We truly didn’t know what was ahead for us. We ended up getting a Suzuki 
Boulevard not long after we lost Kyle and thought that maybe we could enjoy 
something new. We never thought it would end up with us becoming members of 
something so inspiring and so life-changing for us. We met a few CMA members 
from the Batesville Chapter called The Death Valley Riders at Froyos in Searcy 
one day when we were out and about. After that day, it seemed like everywhere 
we went we saw Tim Fairchild from the chapter.  He kept showing up and inviting 
us to go on a trip to Kentucky with them to see the Ark Encounter. I didn’t know 
them, but I knew instantly I wanted to go! It seems funny to say that now, but I 

“We never thought it would end up with us 
becoming members of something so inspiring and 

so life-changing for us.”
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was a little shy around people I didn’t really know, especially 
traveling with them. But I am ever so thankful we did because it 
put my family on a new path with a new purpose. My husband 
and I are now members of the Death Valley Riders Chapter 
out of Batesville AR, even though we reside in Searcy. They 
have become our second family and we love them all. They are 
definitely a group who love to ride, to eat, and eat to ride. God 
truly blessed us with these people that we call family! If you 
ever want to get out there and spread the love of Jesus on the 
highways & byways, this is a great way to do that. You can find 
a chapter to be a part of in your hometown or a town close to 
you. You don’t have to own a motorcycle to be a part of CMA, 
just love and know Jesus as your Savior. I hope this opens the 
eye to the public of what CMA & CMA’s Run for the Son is all 
about. If you have any questions or would like to learn more, 
you can call Tim Fairchild at (870) 307-4064.  

“You don’t have to own a motorcycle to be a part 
of CMA, just love and know Jesus as your Savior.”
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“If you ever want to get out there and 
spread the love of Jesus on the highways & 
byways, this is a great way to do that.”



SearcyLiving.com    67



68    Your Hometown Magazine

By Riley Farris - Age 11 

Our
 God!

His love always there
So you know He always does care
He loved you first
And so from the grave he burst
Breaking his body and spilling his blood
And rescuing Noah from the mighty flood
Oh, our God is so great!
And to him I will dedicate
So I can do his will 
And any task he gives me, I will faithfully fulfill
I’ll be brave, bold
And in the end, the reward is worth more than gold
Oh, how He is miraculous! 
So Marvelous!
How mighty is our God!
And I will always be awed
By our neverending great God.  
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in
Victory

Life

By Jennifer Webb

Broken, in hopeless despair and agony, feeling worse than he ever had in his whole life,  
Matt lay on the floor of a containment cell, heroine withdrawal coursing through his veins.

“It’s all my fault, God.” he thought. “I’ve been angry with you 
for so long, blamed you for all the ways my life has gone wrong, 
but it’s all my own fault.”  There in that jail cell, he surrendered 
his life to God.

He knew that was the first step. But what was the second?  Where 
could he go?  Who could he turn to? He knew he needed help in a 
desperate way.

His relationships with his family looked damaged beyond repair. 
He had nowhere to go and no one to turn to. He was truly broken, 
in every sense of the word. 

That was 4 months ago.
The Matthew Weeks of today bears little resemblance to the 

broken skeleton of a man with sunken eyes laying in the jail cell.   
He has been transformed and renewed. Today, he looks like a clean 
cut carpenter, teaching others his skills. Even when faced with a 
life threatening brain aneurysm and told that he would never walk 
or talk normally again, he came through the fire without a hint of 
disaster.

“I knew it was just another 
test.  I wasn’t going to fail 

God this time.”
- Matthew weeks

Life in Victory made all the 
difference.  God answered his 
desperate prayer that day and 
provided  him a place to go 
and the help he needed.  The 
answer was Life in Victory 
Recovery Program, located at 
143 Powder Fork Rd in Bald 
Knob.

His outward appearance is the least of his changes.  The most 
marvelous change is the one that has happened inside, work that 
only God can do.

Matt is one of up to 22 men in the program praising God for 
successfully turning his life around.  In their next expansion, they 
hope to be able to house 60.  The current program is 6 months to 
a year.

A typical day usually looks like waking up, eating breakfast 
and having a Bible Study.  Then, everyone is off to various places 
during the day, most of the time to work.  The residents do not 
receive any money while they are there from the program, but 
they are able to keep what they earn from solid, honest work.  In 
the afternoon when everyone gathers again they have a class and 
attend some sort of a church program in the evenings.

When a man starts the program, they have a 30 day blackout 
period of separation from their families.  They gradually earn 
more privileges and the program encourages families to join the 
residents at church, and maintain contact.

The secret to their overwhelming success rate is their approach.  
“It’s not really a drug problem, it’s a desire problem.” Philip Pratt, 
one of the directors of the program shares.  “The guys are used to 
doing bad stuff, and they overcome evil with good.  They shift to a 
servant mindset.  God changes their desires.”

“Do not be overcome with evil, but overcome evil with good.”
RoMans 12:21  

They have rules residents are expected to follow, but it’s mostly 
about loving others and serving them with unconditional, unselfish 
love.  They look for residents that have a deep desire and are ready 
to change their lives.

John Lane was one such man.  He used to be the kind of man 
that you would see walking down the street and you’d go to the 
other side. But after a 28 year addiction to drugs, his whole life 
had fallen apart, leaving him a broken man. They found him in a 

Continued 
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jail interview, while seeking 
candidates for the program.

This big man in his 40s 
broke down into tears, telling 
them how much he wanted 
to change his life and not 
knowing where to turn.  His 
second day into the program, 
he confessed Jesus Christ and 
was baptized.  He got on his 
knees and asked God to help 
him overcome his problems, 
to heal his brokenness.

“when I looked up and 
saw Philip’s face, I knew  
I was where I needed to 

be.”
-John Lane

One of the most amazing parts of John’s story is not only how 
God and Life in Victory helped him recover, but how God healed 
his family as well.  While John was in Life in Victory, God was 
working on his family.

You will now see John’s wife sitting beside him in church, along 
with their 2 year old son.  A family that was broken to pieces, has 
now been made whole.  In a recent family picture, you see a giant 
of a man, with his arm around a smiling lady that he obviously 
adores.  In her arms is a blonde haired toddler boy, looking like 
he is  trying to squirm away.  The biggest smile of all is John’s.  A 
family that was once lost, now is found.

“I no longer worry about who will teach my son to be a Godly 
man.  now I know I can guide him.”

- John Lane

Sometimes the residents go back to their normal lives.  They 
have the opportunity to go to a transition house after the first phase 
to help them more easily make the transition to a more normal 
life.  By the time they leave, most guys have a direction, if not a 
regular job and vehicle.  Other times, their life has been so changed 
by the love and the brotherhood they have found there, they want 
to continue to help with the program, to offer others a hand up, as 
they have been given.

Damon Perkins, the onsite director of the program, is also a 
graduate.  He’s been in the program for 8 months.  He loves being 
there, he loves the guys, and he loves Jesus. Before he came to Life 
in Victory he struggled with drugs and alcohol and didn’t believe 
in God.  Five months into the program he was doing so well and 
helping others so much that they asked him to be director (a month 
before he graduated.)   He says he’s been saved and baptized 
there, and he gets to see the amazing work that God is working 
in the residents’ lives.  He gets to see families reunited, and God 
changing men’s hearts to serve him.

“since I’ve been there no 
one has looked down on 

us.  when we go to Valley 
(Baptist Church, for their 
Life in Recovery Program 
once a week) they treat us 
the same as they are.  they 
don’t look at us like we’re 

a bunch of drug heads 
or alcoholics.  they look 
at us as a bunch of God’s 
children.  that’s what we 
are.  we’re born again.”

- DaMon PeRkIns,  
on-site Director, Life in Victory

Since he’s been there he doesn’t want drugs any more. He 
doesn’t want alcohol.  Life in Victory has both changed his life 
and saved his life.  That theme is echoed from each resident that I 
interviewed.  Aaron, another former resident, worded it the best:

“You can lock yourself in a basement or tie yourself to a tree 
for 6 months and you’ll be sober.  But you won’t stay sober.  God, 
through Life in Victory, changes who you are.  It changes your 
personality and your desires.  It changes who you want to be.”

Aaron Cunningham graduated in July.  He is currently in the 
Crossett area trying to build support to set up another branch of 
Life in Victory in South Arkansas.  He describes Life in Victory 
as not just a rehab program, but likens it to a Build-A-Bear.  “It’s 
a Build-A-Soldier for Christ program.  They teach values, morals, 
and a walk with Christ.  That’s what sets them apart.”

He came in after realizing that through his alcohol addiction he 
was becoming a bad father to the most precious thing on earth to 
him - his daughter.  Now, after going through the program, his 
daughter is proud of him again.  She takes pride in saying “That’s 
my dad!” when he’s at her school events.

As he walks the streets of 
his small town, people come 
up to greet him and talk.  
People that before would turn 
and walk the other way when 
they saw him coming, now 
come up to him and tell him 
“I’m proud of you!” Now 
they can’t wait to talk to him, 
congratulate him, or ask him 
about his music.

It seemed odd to me at first, 
that the residents helped and 
uplifted each other so much.  
I thought the opposite might 
be true - that they would drag 
each other down.  But Aaron 
explained this to me as well:
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“If you have a rich man who’s been rich all his life, and he talks to you about 
how to make money, you’re not going to listen to him.  You can’t relate to him 

because he’s never been where you are.  But if you have a man that’s been 
down and out, that’s struggled and slowly worked his way up, you’ll listen to 
him.  He’s been where you are.  You know he’s faced the same difficulties that 
you’ve faced.  his success gives you hope.  It’s the same with Life in Victory.”

 - aaRon CunnInGhaM

The residents of Life in Victory don’t do all this alone.  They have to have 
support.  There are many people behind the scenes supporting them, cheering for 
them, encouraging them, and celebrating their victories with them.

 Philip Pratt and Jim Burress are the executive directors that started the program.  
Pastor Don, whose official title is “executive director” but is also called “Mr. 
Wisdom,” provides pastoral guidance. Donnie Schmidt also serves on the board 
of directors.  Dr.  Patricia Flippin-Westfall of Searcy Eye Care helps connect 
them with donations, and makes sure everyone can see.  Judge Derrick provides 
help with court papers, and legal items.  Mark King has been very helpful raising 
money to support the program.  Shayne Baker and Keith Bennett have also been 
instrumental providing support and donations.  Vicki Drake also provides  much 
needed nurturing and words of wisdom. Life in Victory is very appreciative of the 
support they receive from Jimmy Maxwell and Keith Roberson as well. 

As Ross Hudson told his story of how God, through Life in Victory, had changed 
his life, I looked in his blue eyes - sparkling, on fire for God, honest, and with a 
ready smile.  My mind wondered how what he was telling me could possibly be 
true.  How could this man sitting before me have possibly been one that would hurt, 
lie, beg and steal from anyone, his own family included, to get drugs?  How could 
he have gone from one that thinks only evil continually to being a trustworthy 
person starting his own power washing business (Almighty Power Washing) and 
going to school to be a minister, quoting and using scriptures to inspire people, 
and telling anyone that will listen how magnificent our Lord is?   It was like he Jim - Executive Director
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was describing a different 
person.  He was.  Each 
of these men has been 
born again and God has 
changed their hard and 
stony hearts.  They are 
new men in Christ.

Pastor Don explained it 
beautifully.  He brought 
to mind the passage in 
Luke, chapter 7, where 
Jesus told the parable 
of the two debtors that 
were forgiven.  One was 
forgiven of a little, and 
the other was forgiven 
of much. Jesus asked, 

“Tell me therefore, which of them will love him the most?”  The 
correct answer is... the one who was forgiven the most.

He told me that these men that have been forgiven the most 
make the best leaders and the best lovers of Jesus.  They are 
hungry for love. The men are encouraged to cast away all fear, 
and told they can do anything they set their minds to. The drugs 
and alcohol addiction are just symptoms of a deeper problem.  
Somewhere inside, they are broken. (We are all broken in some 
way or another.)    

Helping them starts a ripple effect.  If you heal the man, then 
you heal his family, and with each family that is healed, the 
ripples reach across the whole community.

“If you fix the man, you fix the family.”
- PhILIP PRatt

If you would like to provide support, whether it be with 
encouragement, donations, time, or anything else, call or 
text Philip Pratt at 501-530-5507 or visit the Life in Victory 
Recovery Center page on Facebook.  You too can be an active 
part and witness to the amazing work that God is doing in these 
men’s lives!  

“If you want to keep it, you have to give it away.  we learn 
from every experience  that comes in.”

- PhILIP PRatt

Jennifer weBB is the author of “Self-Discipline in 
6 Weeks: How to Set Goals with Soul and Make Your 
Habits Work for You” and “The Pearl Perspective: 
How Changing Your Perspective Can Change Your 
Life.” She founded the personal development blog 

contentmentquesting.com where she's committed to helping 
people find the joy in their lives.

“there are many people behind the scenes supporting them, cheering for them, encouraging them, and 
celebrating their victories with them.”

Philip - Executive Director
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Buddy Phillips First state FFA Officer 
from Searcy 1954-55

Exhibited dairy cattle 1950-2000. My first Jersey Cow. 
First time to win Grand Champion 1956.78    Your Hometown Magazine
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Submitted by: Wendell “Buddy” Phillips

Buddy is a past president/manager of the fair, retiring in 2010 after serving 45 years on the board 
and is now an emeritus board member.  He has visited all 75 fairs in Arkansas. 

“A great honor came in 1984 when the 
White County Fair was named one of 

the Top 10 Blue Ribbon County Fairs in 
the nation...”

 T he first White County fair was held in 1883 at 
Judsonia for three consecutive years.  Then it “fell apart.”  

Through the depression years fairs were held “sporadically,” 
often skipping years.  But since 1935 it has been an annual 
event.

The first fair held at Searcy was in the early 1930’s, set up where 
the former Searcy Laundry was located (now Cintas).  Wrape’s 
Stave Mill on south Main Street had a large warehouse which was 
used for exhibits.  Also, two large tents were set up.  There were 
displays by the Home Demonstration Clubs, implement companies, 
equipment dealers, as well as merchants.  Some livestock and 
poultry were exhibited.

Another first was the Grove’s Carnival, which provided six 
rides, seven “side shows” and twenty-five concessions or “joints.”  
The roll plane and motor scoot were exciting rides.  Many lost 
their billfolds and/or change riding the roll plane (loop-o-plane).  
Some lost much more if they had also just visited the food booth.  
Screams could also be heard.  The big draw was 100 AAA White 
Rock baby chicks given away by 
Thompson’s Hatchery. 

In the early 1940’s the fair moved 
to school property: north of Moore 
Street, and south of McRae Street 
and Lion Stadium.  Livestock sheds 
were built and a large white building 
which once housed the NYA (National 
Youth Administration, one of the FDR 
programs) was used by the fair for 
several years.  Then, in 1951, Birdseye Foods moved into the 
building.  This required tents to be used again for fair displays and 
exhibits.  

Entertainment varied.  
Sometimes a football 
game between Searcy and 
Morris School, Boxing 
Battle Royales, and local 
horse racing were part of 
the featured acts.  Also, 
fine Tennessee Walking 
Horses from the stables 
of Dr. Porter Rodgers, Sr., 

which produced world champions, 
were exhibited. Gospel quartets and 
bands performed as well.  All these 
events were free to the public, which 
was a two and a half day affair.

1954 was a memorable year, when 
the fair moved to its present location 
on the county owned “poor farm.”  
Three frame livestock buildings 
were built, and two are still in use.  
Also built at that time were buildings 
for swine and poultry.  Tents were 
set up for exhibits.

In 1956 a large block building was erected to house exhibits. 
A grandstand spanning about three hundred feet was constructed 
overlooking the race track.  This also served as seating for 
entertainment from a stage across the track.  Local horse racing, 
trotting horses, as well as circus acts and the Swinson’s “Thrill 
Cade” stunt cars were featured.

In the late 1950’s the grounds were 
enclosed, with admission first being 
charged.  The crowd was built by 
drawing for two new cars and a new 
truck the last three nights of the fair.  
This was done with the cooperation of 
local merchants, who purchased tickets 
from the fair and gave a customer one 
ticket for every dollar spent with them. 
This continued for several years, after 

which food freezers and color televisions were awarded.  But by 
this time, the fair had grown in so many areas that attendance was 
established.

A second block building was built behind the first one.  This 
housed educational arts and crafts, leaving the front building for 
commercial exhibits.  Both have now been replaced by one metal 
building with heat and air.

In 1955, the fair was renamed White County Fair Association and 
was incorporated.  Today it is a 501 C-3, non-profit organization, 
consisting of 23 board member and three ex-officio members.  The 
board members meet each month.  Their terms are six years.

An annual event is the White County Fair Queen pageant.  The 
first pageant was held in 1957 and 16 year old Sue “Dean” Ekdahl 

White
County

fair

ArkAnsAs’ BesT
How iT HAppened
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was crowned Queen.  Sue was from Letona.  
In 1960 the Senior Citizen’s Day began at 

the fair.  Co-chairmen were Bob Burns and 
King Blackburn.  It was held in the small 
pavilion in front of the exhibit building.  
About two hundred people attended the first 
event. Today the event is sponsored by the 
White County Medical Center and as many 
as 1,500 attend each year.  Participants 
receive free admission, health checks, 
prizes and a great noon meal, while being 
entertained by a live western swing band. 
This is held in the entertainment center.

About 1966 an open-air 
rodeo arena was built.  This 
proved to be very popular 
for attendees.  In 2000, funds 
were secured by Mike Beebe, 
then our state senator who 
later became governor, to 
cover the arena and make 
other improvements which 
makes it one, if not the best, 
arena in Arkansas.

Around the same time, 
the first metal building was 
erected on the fairgrounds.  
This was used as a show 
ring and the Junior Market 
Livestock Auction was held there.  Since 
then, all new structures have been metal 
and clear span.

In 1970, a new livestock barn was built 
and later metal swine pens were added with 
a show/sale ring.

A great honor came in 1984 when the 
White County Fair was named one of the 
Top 10 Blue Ribbon County Fairs in the 
nation by a survey of fairs from a California 
firm.  This award was published in the Los 
Angeles Times.

2003 saw still another new metal 
structure constructed, which houses sheep 
and goats in removable pens.  This allows it 
to also serve as a covered “warm-up” area 
for horse shows and other events.

A 1,040 square foot building to house 
modern bathrooms was built in 2005 near 
the arena.  This building featured showers, 
an addition that was greatly appreciated 
by livestock showmen and the carnival 
workers 

In 2008, a much-needed new office 
building was constructed with generous 
donations from Chesapeake Energy and 
others.  This building was located on much 
higher ground than the 1956 office.

In 2011 a new Animal World facility was 
erected to accommodate ponies, poultry 
and rabbits with the help of contributors. 
This is an enclosed building and has now 

been converted to an equine building with 
60 stalls.

For years the fair was sponsored by the 
Searcy Young Businessmen’s Club.  Their 
first small pavilion is still in use.

The grounds are operated twelve months 
of the year with a hired grounds manager.  
Many events are held during the year.  The 
arena hosts rodeos, horse shows, circuses, 
and tractor pulling contests. It can seat 
2,350 people and has over 200 horse stalls 
with 90 RV hook ups. The exhibit building 
and pavilions are also available for rent.

A new era began in 2013.  
For the first time ever, the 
White County Fair was  an 
8 day event and it remained 
that way for three consecutive 
years. 

2019 brought a huge 
addition to the livestock 
barn with new and improved 
swine stalls, wash racks and 
a show arena.  All of this was 
generously donated by area 
individuals and businesses 
who are dedicated fair 
supporters.  Soon after that, 
new heat and air was installed 

in the educational building.  All new LED 
light fixtures were installed in the rodeo 
arena and the merchants/educational 
building.

2020 brought the Covid Pandemic 
and the fair was canceled.  However, the 
board modified their schedule and was 
able to host livestock shows for the youth.  
Different species were shown each day to 
abide by the regulations set forth.  These 
shows still resulted in a highly successful 
premium sale with no animals present.  

Another annual event that’s a favorite of 
fair goers is the White County Fair Parade.  
It’s always on the first day of the fair and 
the route is through downtown Searcy and 
ends on East Race street.  The highlight to 
the fair parade is the participation of the 
area high school bands and the Harding 
University marching band each year.  

Thank you for supporting the White 
County Fair every year and thank you 
Buddy Phillips for all the years you served.

“The arena hosts rodeos, horse shows, circuses, and 
tractor pulling contests...”
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That Every 

Child Will Have 

The Love Of A 

Community

ImAgInE A World Where 

Every Child Has A Safe, 

Loving Home.

BELIEvE It Can Happen!
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Our DrEAm Is That 

no Foster Or Adoptive 

Family Will Ever Walk 

The Journey Alone



Clothing donations can be dropped off at the 
Searcy Living office at 812 S. Main

or checks can be mailed to:
The imagine & Believe foundation

P.O. Box  2042
Searcy, AR 72145 

The IMAgIne & BeLIeve FOSTeR CARe & AdOPTIOn BOuTIque is 
simply a place dedicated for use in helping foster & adoptive families, and 
sometimes emergency situations. Our awesome Searcy Living readers 
bring in donations, enabling foster/adopt parents to be able to ‘shop’ for 
what they need for foster and adopted children at no cost. 

Our office is the drop off location and is located at 812 S. Main Street in 
Searcy.  We welcome gently used or new items. Thank you, Searcy, for your 
generosity and time spent to support the Foster/Adoption Care Boutique!

501-593-5263

This year Imagine & Believe did NOT have a 
dedicated fundraiser due to Covid uncertainties. 

Thank you to all who have donated and kept 
this Foundation running smoothly. 

“imagine and Believe Foster & Adoption Foundation 
goes above and beyond for our Foster community; they 

are a light beam and always willing to assist. If the 
boutique does not have it, they are going to rally to make 

sure they can supply a child’s need. 
The wisdom from Christine and her team from past and 
present experience of the Foster/adoption process, is a 

Powerhouse.”

~ Theresa Smithson
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What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

elks donate backpacks and school 
supplies 

  size 5 & 6 diapers

  Baby shampoo

  Toothpaste

  size 3T Boys clothing

  lots of prayers for the 
       children we serve.

Wish List
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A SPeCIAL ThAnk yOu to Brenon and 
karri Boyd of Second helping hot Dogs for 
the recent fundraiser for Imagine & Believe.  
thanks, Searcy, for your support!  together 
we helped raise $542.00!



PLeASe SeND DoNATIoNS To:

Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
501.593.5263

My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.          $20          $50          Other

SearcyLiving.com    85

 We provide the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations of 
clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

 We connect seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster and 
adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom from 
someone who truly understands their journey. 

 We help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and child 
safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do to 
prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages. 

 We know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can 
also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement 
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans 
and the caretakers of the orphan ministry. 

  If a foster family does not have the time to come by 
the Foster Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers 
to them. This service is needed, for instance, when a foster 
family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at work by 
8am the next morning.

Imagine & Believe Foundation

  I want to donate my time. My talent is:

 ___________________________________
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Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas 
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can 
obtain one through direct purchase from the 
Department of Finance and Administration. 

Show your support for life and 
help raise money at the same time!

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the 
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!

God gives His hardest battles to 
His strongest soldiers.

KeeP Your heAD uP.

Thank You!
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Additional Ways You Can Be Supportive To Foster Care & Adoptions
• Offer to mow their yard.

• Buy school supplies and back packs for the children.

• Get a group together and send them on a weekend getaway so they can practice “self care.” Help them to recover from Compassion 
Fatigue. This is not a 9 to 5 mission, it is a mission in their home and 24/7. Rested givers can keep giving for longer amounts of 
time. 50 percent of foster parents quit in 12 months. Lets walk beside them and change that statistic. 

• Get to know the children that your friends/church members are fostering. Say a kind word to those children. You would be 
surprised at how far a few kind words of encouragement can go. 

• Bring a foster family a meal. They are most likely dealing with trauma situations that you cannot imagine and could use a break 
and just a kind gesture. 

• Hold a baby shower for adoptions, whether the adopted child is a baby or 17. So often, adoptions go uncelebrated by the very 
community the family belongs to. Let’s change that!

• Get certified (if needed - the laws change often) to be a respite resource. The system usually tells foster parents to find their own 
respite, but phone numbers of other foster parents are confidential, sometimes leaving them with almost no options for self care. If 
you have a heart to rock babies, have tea parties with toddlers or take a teen out for a day of fishing or hiking, reach 
out to the foster or adoptive parent you know and see what you can do. 

• Read up on Reactive Attachment Disorder, PTSD, and Oppositional Defiance Disorder. If you see a foster family struggling 
to help a child, do not judge them! Share resource information that you have researched that may be helpful. That does not 
mean that all foster and adoptive children have these disorders, but if you see a family struggling, then this is a good place to start 
looking for information to help them. Above all, we suggest  Reactive Attachment Disorder reading/research. Please be aware 
that there is a huge difference between Attachment Disorders and Reactive Attachment Disorders. Many professionals do not 
understand this and have not been trained about RAD, and if you do not research the correct disorder, the advice you find can end 
up devastating the family. A good place to start is any information by RAD Advocates or the book Reactive Attachment Disorder 
by Kerri Williams.   

• Of course, donate to the Imagine & Believe Foundation and we will keep passing out the clothing and diapers to these families. 

If you have a heart to rock 
babies, have tea parties with 
toddlers, or take a teen out 

for a day of fishing or hiking, 
reach out to the foster or 

adoptive parent you know 
and see what you can do. 
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The imagine & Believe foundation 
gives you a way to let foster and 

adoptive families know they are not 
alone.

“We went to our first foster event after being four 
weeks into our first placement. not only was the 

fellowship with veterans in the system amazing... but 
the Imagine & Believe Foundation sent each family 

with loads of house hold items. I was dreading having 
to stop at the store on my way home for laundry 

detergent and wouldn’t you know the Lord had them 
handing out laundry detergent. it seems like a small 

thing... but it was just what we needed.”
~ Jess McIlroy

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say 
about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

Thank you to Kensett first Baptist church volunteers for hauling and 
unloading a large donation for us! 
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Thank you to Whitney lane church volunteers for giving hours of your time 
on a saturday afternoon to sort clothes!

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say 
about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

“Just those words imagine and believe have stuck 
in our heads. We had fostered our girls for over 2 

years and it felt like a roller coaster. But those words 
imagine and believe kept repeating over and over. 
Through all the tribulations, we were able to adopt 

our girls this past April. Y’all have been a megaphone 
of positivity and we appreciate everything you do and 

represent. Thank you for everything you do.”
~ Stephenson Famplusfive

our main mission is to let foster and adoptive parents know they are loved and 
cherished by the community.
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Thank you searcy fire department!

“I have been doing foster care for a long time. We 
have always been blessed in this journey but that 
blessing has more than doubled since Imagine & 

Believe Foster/Adoptive Boutique has been available 
to us. I mean Wow! What a blessing all the way 
around!!! Thank you for serving the foster care/

adoptive children and families in our area.”
~ Terri Graves

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say 
about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:
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Fresh Grape salad
(But it’s really DESSERT!)

By tAnyA LeCkIe

Dinner
& a magazine

Tanya TUrner lecKie’s cookbook,  
cartwheels In The Kitchen, is available by 

e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the 

Makonde Team mission work in Tanzania, africa.

I find that normally the darker in color the grape 
is, the sweeter it is.  With that in mind, look for the 
freshest grapes (freshest looking stems) and you 
should be ready to make this fabulous salad….um….
DESSERT.  I could honestly eat this until I’m almost 
sick; it’s that good.  Don’t skip toasting the pecans 
because it magnifies their flavor an unbelievable 
amount.  This dish will turn a hot summer day into a 
more pleasant one just after one bite.  Enjoy!

1. In a medium mixing bowl combine the softened 
cream cheese, powdered sugar, sour cream and 
vanilla; mix until smooth (using a hand mixer or just 
a spatula).

2. Add the toasted pecans and prepared grapes and 
toss gently to coat grapes with the sweetened cream 
cheese mixture.

3. Pour into the dish you plan to serve it from and 
sprinkle the top with the brown sugar.  Chill until 
ready to serve.

CReAM CheeSe
3 ounces, softened

POwdeRed SugAR
1/4 c

SOuR CReAM
3 Tbsp, real (like 

Daisy brand)

vAnILLA
1/2 tsp, great quality, 

real

PeCAnS
1/2 c, ToasTeD, 
rough chopped

SeedLeSS gRAPeS
1 1/2 lbs, washed, dried 

well, and halved

BROwn SugAR
2 Tbsp, dark
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Crossword

riddles
Can you guess the word or phrase?

fInD the AnSWerS

.com

3.2.1.
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2. The Imagine & Believe Foundation gives you a way to let 
foster and adoptive families know they are not ______.

3. Buddy has visited all 75 ______ in Arkansas.

6. You don’t have to own a ______ to be a part of CMA.

7. Doorframes is a fulfillment of a lifelong ______.

dOWN

1. Christine hopes a new ______ turns something in your life 
from a challenge or a disappointment to a new opportunity or a 
great realization.

4. Life In Victory’s secret to the overwhelming success rate is 
their ______.

5. The Washington Monument is a giant ______.
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