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Publisher’s Note

Seasons of Faith
By Christine Walker Faith

S

o many new seasons have transpired this
year, many for me personally, and now a brand
new journey for Searcy Living and the Imagine & Believe
Foundation.
Many of you know the history of the Imagine & Believe
Foundation; but for those who do not, here is a brief recap:
 The
Imagine
&
Believe
Foundation started many years
ago as the Searcy Living Foster
Care Boutique. It was a tiny office
space in our building on Main
Street, and we simply passed on
gently used clothing from you to
foster children.

when you adopt a child with a trauma filled history? Their
last name.
 Now we are starting a new chapter, and we need your help!
The Foundation has grown and logistically to keep it open
on a regular basis for the foster and adoptive families,
we are moving locations and putting it back under the
same roof as Searcy Living. This will allow us to spend
many more hours volunteering,
coordinating volunteers, and bringing
the Imagine & Believe Foundation
and the donation drop off location, as
well as the volunteer opportunities,
all back under the same roof.

 This ministry of clothing foster
children grew and evolved into
something so much bigger than
I could have imagined. In the first
two years alone, we gave away
3,000 bags of clothing to foster
families.
 As this project grew, so did
our vision, and I realized that
the Searcy Living Foster Care
Boutique needed an identity all
of its own. So a few years ago, the
Imagine & Believe Foundation
was born. This allowed us to
accept financial contributions so
that we could help foster parents
in a much larger capacity. We
were now able to provide many
extras such as baby furniture,
diapers, and many other needs.

I am still enjoying traveling quite a few weekends a
month with my husband Donnie to various churches
around the state as well as in Oklahoma, Missouri, and
Mississippi, as he performs with The Representatives
southern gospel quartet, blessing so many with their
ministry of music.
We recently stopped in Branson and had someone
snap this picture for us on our way to Springfield one
weekend.
A big thank you to Donnie’s cousin John [and
Sharon] Pruitt of Springfield who designed and
printed the banners telling about our move that you
see in the front windows of 812 S. Main Street.

 After
a
local
speaking
engagement I had with the
subject being this project several
years ago, Lindsey Edwards from
Southern Roots stopped by my
office one day with a latte and
her minister, David Overstreet.
They offered a much larger space
for the Foster Care Boutique in a
building behind Whitney Lane
Church in Kensett. Because of
your generosity, we were able to fill the space in no time
at all and started serving MANY more foster and adoptive
families.

 So here we are all of these years later. Imagine & Believe
has served countless foster and adoptive families. Yes,
adoptive families too, because you know what changes
10 Your Hometown Magazine

So our big news is… the magazine
building will soon be up for rent or sale
and will be moving locations from 812
S. Main to 1308 S. Benton Street. This
is a huge move for us as the magazine
has been at the Main Street location for
about 20 years. Searcy Living started in
my living room about 22 years ago and
then moved to 812 S. Main Street as our
first and only location until now.
If you turn to the Imagine & Believe
section in this issue, you can see the
tremendous amount of work and the
amazing volunteers that it has taken to
get this project started and to move the
Foundation.
By the time this issue goes to press,
our staff will have most of the magazine
moved as well. We are excited to run
toward this opportunity to serve the
foster/adopt community with you as our
partner on a whole new level. This really
is going to take a village and I can’t wait
to see how God uses you to help us stand
in the gap and serve.
As always, thank you for reading
Searcy Living. I hope this issue inspires,
informs, and brings you to a new season
of change with us.

“Move beyond the familiar into the freedom of
something new.”
~Laurie Brock
“Fall is proof that change can be beautiful.”
~Unknown

Moving from here

812 S. Main Street is going to be for rent or sale.

To here

Our new location is 1308 S. Benton Street.
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We the People

of the Unite d S tate s of Ame r ic a

Over
20 Years
of Arkansas
History

Remember The Extras:

.com

“If you tax people who work, and you
pay people who don’t work, you’re
going to get a lot of people not
working.” –Art Laffer
14 Your Hometown Magazine
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in order to form a

We hold

more perfect union

these t r u t h s to b e

the

Representatives

self-evident
Concerts • Church Services
Homecomings • Special Days

Qua rtet

For over fifteen years, The Representatives have been ministering through Gospel Music
at concerts and church services throughout the state of Arkansas and in surrounding states. The group
members are Bryan Wilson, Ryler Wilson, Steve Rakes, Donnie Dillard, Donnie Faith and Ronnie Faith. For
bookings for your concerts, church services, homecomings, and special days e-mail therepsqt@yahoo.com
or phone 501-412-6002.

Fall

is proof th a t c h a n ge i s

beautiful
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“Do for others what you want
them to do for you: this is the
meaning of the Law of Moses
and of the teachings of the
prophets.”
Matthew 7:12
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A m o n g t h es e a re

life, liberty an d

th e

pursuit of happiness

8U Softball Champions Team Kj’s Restaurant

“It takes courage, strength, tenacity, humility, resilience and perseverance
to do what God has called you to do. You will have to contend with your
own fears, doubts, insecurities, limitations, pride and ego. You will have
to fight against a very real Enemy of your soul, who hates your guts, is
nothing more than a liar and accuser, seeking only to steal, kill and destroy.
You will have to navigate the disappointment of relationships that didn’t
deliver, resources that were not shared, opportunities that were withheld
and support that was wavering. You will have to process your own failures,
missteps, mistakes and unrealistic expectations. You will realize that a
calling is not a career, that what matters to God doesn’t always impress
people, and that the way up is almost always down. Is it worth the pain,
struggle and hassle? Absolutely. Why? Because Jesus is worthy. That’s it.”
~Christine Caine
20 Your Hometown Magazine
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That to secure these rights, G ov er n m en t s are institu te d am ong m en

“Jesus didn’t eat with sinners and tax
collectors because He wanted to appear
inclusive, tolerant, and accepting. He ate with
them to call them to a changed and fruitful
life, to die to self and live for Him. His call is
transformation of life, not affirmation
of current identity.”
~Unknown
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Dr. Michael D. Williams:

Higher Calling to
Challenge & Inspire

a

By Cecelia Wilson
Harding University’s new president beams as he stands and makes his way around the desk
in his office in the David B. Burks American Heritage Building. As a young man working on his bachelors degree at
Harding in 1985, Mike Williams lived on the third floor of the Heritage Building (outfitted then as upperclassmen male housing). Today
it has only been a few weeks since he was named the 6th president of Harding, and clearly the dust has yet to settle. In fact, cellophanewrapped pictures lean against each office wall, peering up mutely at their potential new homes. But Dr. Michael D. Williams isn’t
phased at the informality of his yet-to-be staged surroundings. His priorities are centered around the numerous goals he has in mind for
his alma mater’s future, and he knows there is plenty of time to settle in.
After the Ohio native spent more than two decades living in
Searcy as a student, an administrator, and a parent raising children
in the shadow of Harding, he is anxious as president to make his
mark on the school’s growth, the growth of its students, and the
growth of the city and county.
“It’s no secret that the higher education market is really in
a state of transition. You’ve got lots of institutions around the
country trying to figure out what it looks like going forward.
And so, for an institution like Harding, we’re going to use the
transition and leadership as an opportunity to reflect and say,
‘Who are we?’” Dr. Williams shares. “My phrase is we need
to have a ‘contemporary expression of our historical mission.’”
Within a changed world, he acknowledges that Harding should
adapt and respond to that new reality. But rather than shrink from
the challenges presented in the world today, President Williams
wants Harding graduates to run toward those challenges. “What
I believe is part of our Christian mission is propelling graduates,
regardless of their discipline, to graduate not only rigorously
prepared with great skills and competencies to be successful in
the world and lead a life of accomplishment, but what’s equally
important is that we produce graduates who run toward broken
humanity.”
Since Searcy and Harding are intertwined, many of the
ambitions for the university include the hope of partnering
with the community to expand on their shared heritage. Dr.
Williams has already challenged the academic deans to put
together an engagement plan, to ask city leaders to conduct a
needs assessment, and for Harding to listen and then develop
ways to become a part of the solution. Meeting with local school
superintendents, the university has asked similar questions: “How
can we better partner? What can Harding bring to the table?”
But he is quick to add, “Not that we’re the cavalry to come in

and fix Searcy! It’s not that — it’s more a partnership.” With
that collaborative effort in mind, if an area such as literacy in
White County can be measurably improved, Williams knows the
benefits to the city and county could mean exponential growth.
Working together can only enhance the standards for everyone
involved.

“But rather than shrink from the challenges
presented in the world today, President Williams
wants Harding graduates to

run toward those challenges.”

Making their way to Searcy to attend the university from all
50 states as well as 54 countries from around the world, Harding
students are eager to learn and eager to become a meaningful
piece of that partnership in the city that will be their home for the
foreseeable future. For many of those graduates, White County
becomes their permanent home. With Harding importing talent
from across the globe, community employers have a golden
opportunity to capture those potential employees. Williams
admits proudly, “We have a very rabid alumni basis that does love
this institution and, consequently, they do love Searcy.” Legacy
Park is a great example of that generational draw to Searcy by
alumni (and even their parents). Four years simply isn’t long
enough to sever that tie to the city for many graduates. Instead,
many graduates’ love for the city, county and school grows
into a commitment to stay and build their futures in their new
hometown.
 Continued on next page
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“I believe our role at Harding is to inspire a new generation
and that will take a lot of different forms.”
The Williams are just such a family. Mike and Lisa Williams
raised their sons in Searcy and Dr. Williams’ father even moved
here. “Lisa and I have lived here longer than we’ve lived anywhere
else in our lives,” Williams says. But that initial migration for the
couple simply began as two out-of-state students converging on
a small city in Arkansas to attend the university of their choice
and earn their respective degrees. He came from Ohio, she came
by way of West Virginia. Mrs. Williams graduated in 1989. He
earned a Bachelors of Business Administration from Harding in
1985. After obtaining his Masters in Business Administration,
a Doctorate of Education followed from the University of
Pennsylvania. He served on the Harding University admission
staff in 1987, was named director of admission services in 1991,
and appointed vice president of advancement in 2003. Faulkner
University in Montgomery, Alabama named him their president in
2015 before Harding beckoned once more and Williams returned
to Harding as President in June 2022.
Dr. Williams acknowledges one of the biggest challenges he
faces is making a Harding education “accessible to a broad group
of people.” To do so, providing “resources to help students
regardless of their socio-economic background” has to be brought
into focus. Another challenge is preparing students for a dynamic
career in a variety of fields and in a few industries that do not
yet even exist in 2022. He is optimistic, though, that Harding
is uniquely qualified to prepare Harding graduates to step into
the future. Building not just on competencies students need for
those jobs, “foundations in mindset, values, moral reasoning,
leadership, ability to articulate their thoughts and express
themselves will propel students forward for success.” Those
fundamentals are key. “At Harding, we’ve always believed that
those [foundations] are at the heart of our preparation.”
There are numerous fields of study sparking Harding’s growth.
“Certainly, over the last decade Harding has invested greatly in

“Building not just on competencies students need
for those jobs, ‘foundations in mindset, values,
moral reasoning, leadership, ability
to articulate their thoughts and
express themselves will propel students
forward for success.’”
health sciences and continues to look for ways that we can be
innovative in that space.” The new CFIT program will be “the
first of its kind degree, granting programs in the country where
we’re really going to lean into this space as it relates to cardiac
function.” Harding will be working alongside some of the largest
companies in the world (Boston Scientific, Abbott, etc.) to build
on the legacy of health sciences in place at the university.
Tracing its roots back to Dr. Benson, the American Studies
Institute Distinguished Lecture Series is another feather in the
cap of the university. The free event benefits the region by
inviting global thought leaders to Searcy to make presentations.
The speakers motivate students and the general public to “listen,
become culturally aware and historically informed.” Dr. Williams
freely admits he was inspired as a student when he was exposed
to an array of international speakers. He specifically remembers
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when Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher arrived at Harding to
speak.
“That date will stick in my mind. I remember at that point
[in our history] we had a circular drive in front of [the Heritage
Building]… Scotland Yard and the Secret Service had been here
for a week — they planned out every step that she was going to
take. So, her limo pulls up front here and it was a beautiful Fall
day. Students were out throwing frisbees, studying…she gets out
of her limo and, rather than coming here and going up into the
Presidential Suite in the hotel, she makes a beeline for the front
lawn.” Williams laughs at the memory. “These Scotland Yard
guys are losing it saying (very kindly and respectfully), ‘Lady
Thatcher, you’re supposed to be going up there [to the hotel’s
suite].’ In her very distinct way she said, ‘Was I not invited to
speak to the students?’ ‘Yes ma’am, yes ma’am.’ ‘Well,’ [Lady
Thatcher answered], I believe those are students and I would like
to go speak to them.’” She made quite an impression that day and
the lecture had not even begun!
The President’s enthusiasm for the mission ahead of him is
palpable. “I think this place is so deeply embedded in my DNA
that it’s not hard to feel like this is a higher calling,” he says. His
Harding classmates pointed out good-naturedly that while they
were readying themselves for retirement, their buddy Mike was
taking on a new gig! Of course, it might not seem fair to ask a
new president what he would like his legacy to be. After all, he
has just begun. But Williams was game for that challenge as well.
“Well, I’ve haven’t thought of terms of legacy…,” President
Williams pauses to consider what his might one day be. “So,
one of the things I’m walking through right now is each Harding
President has had a motto and, in many ways, it articulates how
they saw the world and what was important to them. That has
been a very difficult, but fun kind of project. And so, it’s not fully
percolated, but I can tell you at the end of the day I know that at
the heart of the message will be ‘inspiration.’…I believe our role
at Harding is to inspire a new generation and that will take a lot of
different forms. It’s inspiring [students] obviously to be inspired
by the Spirit of God, but it’s also to be inspired by a variety of
different experiences, for them to be people of authenticity, to be
people of affirmation, to be people who run towards brokenness,
to inspire them to all these values of leadership and consequence
that we want their lives to be about. If I could say it today, I
would hope that they would say he led us on a path to inspire a
new generation.”
Hanging those pictures on the presidential office walls can
wait. For now, Michael Williams has students to inspire so they
can change the world…one city, one county at a time. 

Dr. Michael D.
Williams with article
writer Cecelia Wilson
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“This is it!” Melinda Graves-Brown knew this was home as soon
as she walked in the door. She had looked at more houses than she
cared to remember, but none that struck her like this one. The other
ones either needed work or for one reason or another didn’t feel like a
good fit for her and her family.
As sales manager and senior loan officer for Bank of England
Mortgage in Searcy for the past 15 years, she has helped many other
people going through the house-buying process. But going through it
herself brought a whole new perspective and she was thankful that her
agent, Ashley Cifreo was with her every step of the way. Ashley had
looked at tons of houses for her. This one was a “For Sale by Owner.”
From the G’s on the wall that greeted her, to the whole feel of the house
itself; it looked and felt like home to her.
It now serves as the home base for their family. Her daughter,
CarleyGrace Brown loves theater but is also a Searcy High School
football manager. She plans to go into the theater field when she
graduates and wants to concentrate on sound and lights.
Her son, Cayden Brown enjoys playing basketball with his friends
and family and is active in the Searcy High School band. As a family,
they love traveling, watching movies, and swimming. Their house
serves as the perfect home base, whether it’s just relaxing and watching
movies, or for a quick break between activities. It’s a place where they
can come together, relax, and just be a family. 

Written by Jennifer Webb
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Chris & Ashley Cifreo, Realtors ®
Chris 870.301.9508
Ashley 870.301.9852

If you are in the market in the
Searcy or Central Arkansas area,
trust Ashley and Chris Cifreo, agents
with Michele Phillips & Company
Realtors®, to guide you.
Call them at (c) 870.301.9852
or at (o) 501.542.2415.
Visit us at 1919 W. Beebe Capps
in Searcy, or visit our website at
michelephillipsrealtor.com.

CORE VALUES:
RELATIONSHIPS: Build lasting relationships while
professionally serving people’s real estate needs
through life’s transitions.
INTEGRITY: Act with integrity and put others above
self.
EXCELLENCE: Create excellent experiences for all
involved.
GRACE: Be kind, positive, and respectful in thoughts,
words, and actions.
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Out & About

Find yourself on

“Maybe you’ve been assigned this mountain
to show others it can be moved.”
~Unknown

32 Your Hometown Magazine
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“Nothing in nature
lives for itself.
Rivers don’t drink
their own water.
Trees don’t eat their
own fruit.
The Sun doesn’t
shine for itself.
A flower’s fragrance
is not for itself.
Living for each other
is the rule of nature.”
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Out & About

Find yourself on

“I’ve always
loved butterflies
because they remind
us that it’s never too
late to transform
ourselves.”
~Drew Barrymore
34 Your Hometown Magazine
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Dinner

& a maga zine

Frozen Skinny Monkey
By Tanya Leckie

This frozen treat contains NO SUGAR, and it’s GLUTEN FREE and DAIRY FREE! Hard to believe
it’s so good but it truly is!
bananas

4 VERY overripe

1. Combine ingredients in a high speed blender and
process until completely smooth.
2. Pour into freezer pop molds or container of your
choice which has a lid.

3. Freeze then enjoy!
Makes about 2 1/2 cups of product.
Check out my YouTube channel!

peanut butter
1/4 c organic with no
sugar (only peanuts)

cocoa powder
1/3 c organic
unsweetened

salt
1/8 tsp

vanilla
extract
1 tsp good
quality
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bit.ly/cookbettereatbetter
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Pat and Linda with grandkids
- Easter 2021.

Love You
F oreve r
By Pat Skarda

I

am writing this while in SD on my way to the
Badlands. Felt like getting away. I’ve traveled 150 miles
today with 300 more to go. About 75 miles with tears
flowing. We’ve probably all considered what we’d do if we ever
won the lottery. I heard its over 800 million today. I’ve often
thought that, even though I’ve never purchased a single ticket in
my life.
But I did, in fact, win the lottery when I met Linda Pool. Knew
I loved her before we got out of DA city limits. Told her I loved
her within 2 weeks, and asked her to marry me within a month.
When you know you know! God granted us 41 years of marriage.
I had my last “date” with her 10 months ago today. My last words
to which she could respond were, “I love you and I’ll see you in a
little bit.”
We can’t possibly understand the ways of God always. We just
can’t! But we can trust even when we don’t understand at all.
I know people looked at us and wondered, “How’d he end up
with her?” Answer is easy. It was always God.
I just want it known that I idolized her with a love that can only
come from heaven.
To any husbands and wives who may not be “feeling it,” it’s
never about feelings; it’s about love! God’s love. Scripture tells
husbands to love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave
himself for her. After Linda’s death I came to understand that I
genuinely had that love for her.
38 Your Hometown Magazine

Everyday I wish I could have been the one taken. She was better,
more carefree, and more noble than I. And certainly more godly.
She also loved life much more than I do.
I miss her more than I did 10 months ago when she left.
I don’t know if I will ever find love again but I’m so thankful to
have found it in Linda. This is the first birthday in 42 years I can’t
share with her. I am trying to rejoice.
I apologize for being so long. I am hopeful that by typing this I
can make the next 300 miles.
I will close with a quote I read recently. “I wanted to spend the
rest of my life with you, but I’m honored that you spent the rest of
your life with me.” And then a quote of mine I told Linda several
times a week. “Linda when this thing’s over, I want you to still be
my woman.” She was!
Love you forever Linda. 

“I wanted to spend the rest of
my life with you, but I’m honored
that you spent the rest of your
life with me.”

Linda and Pat sitting below a pair of angel wings in the hallway
of Gospel Mission Church. This is the last picture of Linda on
Sunday, September 26th before her death on September 30th.

Celebrating 40th anniversary on a sunset sail
cruise in Key West - August 2020.
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What To Do
Before
You Turn

65

By Cindy Dixon
urning 65 is a big deal. It’s a major milestone in your life. It used to be the standard retirement age. It is the
T
age you can begin to really collect on all those senior discounts. It is the age when your body tells you to slow down and
take life a little easier, reflect on what you have accomplished in life and what you still want to do. We have prepared a list
of items that are extremely important to be done prior to turning 65 and or retiring.
Visit your local Social Security Office.
Every decision related to Social Security Income and
Medicare starts with your appointment with the Social Security
Administration. If you can’t visit in person, you can go online
and do your research at https://www.ssa.gov and even Sign up
for both SSI and Medicare A & B. Social Security Administration
wants you to be prepared to sign up at least 3 months prior to your
65 birthdays.
Learn about Medicare, your rights, and options
at least 6 months before your 65th birthday.
Most people are entitled to Medicare Part A (Inpatient Services)
at no cost if they meet the work requirement. Medicare Part B
(Outpatient and Physician Services) has a premium that requires
payment to Medicare. You can defer Part B with no penalty if you
are planning on working longer and have health insurance through
your employer. You also have access to Medicare Advantage
known as Part C and Medigap/Supplement plans as well as the
Medicare Part D drug plans. All of this can be rather confusing
and overwhelming. The best course of action is to find you a
local Medicare Certified Agent. These agents are not just Health
Insurance agents they have received extra training and are certified
to sell Medicare products.
Meet with a Financial Advisor
ahead of your retirement.
If your current Employee Group Coverage is a high deductible
health plan paired with a Health Savings Account, you will be
required to stop contributions into the account when you turn 65
and enroll in Medicare. You will want to have answers on what
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to do with that money when you retire. Confirm you have enough
Life Insurance Coverage to cover your obligations in the event
of your death. You may also want to investigate Long Term Care
Insurance for any future assisted living needs that may come up.
These policies can be pricey, and most Companies will not quote
a policy past age 65.
Decide to Retire or keep working a little longer
Hopefully, you have had a financial and asset checkup before
you reach 65. But 65 is no longer the standard retirement age so
you will need to know when that date is for you and make sure you
are prepared if you will be working past 65. We are all healthier
and living longer and, in some cases, you could receive a larger
monthly Social Security benefit by working longer.
Get a complete physical and participate in
Wellness/Preventive Services while you can.
If you are still working, make sure you are taking advantage
of all the Preventive services your Health Insurance plan offers
to keep you healthy. A lot of decisions depend on your health
condition at age 65.
Get your Legal Documents in order.
Most who reach age 65 live many more years with no issues,
but an accident or major illness or a premature death of a spouse
could make decision making more difficult. You need to make
sure your wishes are documented legally regarding your estate,
finances, and healthcare. Seek out an Attorney to help you with
preparing a legal power of attorney, medical power of attorney and
a living will as well as a last will and testament.

Make sure your loved ones
understand your wishes.
Turning 65 is not the end, however having those hard
conversations early on is not a bad idea. Document your wishes.
Saving those loved ones left behind is the kindest thing that you
can do for them in their time of grief.
Enjoy the perks of turning 65.
65 is the age of Senior Discounts. It is amazing how many
companies offer senior discounts to gain your business from travel
deals to dinners and coffee.
Enjoy the rest of your life.
Work a little less, slow down smell the roses, dust off your bucket
list, take the trips you’ve always wanted to take, use those Senior
discounts. Wake each day thanking God for another day.
Share all you have learned
during your turning 65 period.
Help others navigate this time period of their life. It’s
complicated and overwhelming.
As you approach turning 65, make sure you reach out to
Haymond Insurance your local qualified Medicare advisors
Cindy Dixon, Denise Morton and Denise Drye for help with these
important decisions in life. 
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Customer Service is What We Do!

Precision Front End Alignments • Oil Changes • We Sell All Brands of Tires & Fix Flats
We Replace Shocks, Struts, CV Axles, Wheel Bearings, & Ball Joints • We Service All Makes & Models

Meet Our All-Star Team
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Tracy Crossen

Donnie Faith

Tracy has loved working on cars
since he was a kid when his dad owned
his own shop. His dad taught him the
basics of mechanics and he has many
great memories of that time they spent
together. He loves the challenge of the
job and when he’s not working he enjoys
drag racing and spending time with
and joking around with his grandkids.
He builds power-wheel cars with his
grandkids and they’ve won several
competitions in Newport. He’s owned
several drag cars and his newest truck
is the pink panther.

Donnie’s favorite part of the job is
getting to help customers and make
them happy. He has enjoyed many
years of customer service in this
industry and great customer service is
his forte. Donnie enjoys playing guitar
and singing in the Southern Gospel
group The Representatives.
He has played gospel and bluegrass
most of his life, and has performed
in his spare time across the states of
Arkansas, Oklahoma, and Mississippi.
He collects and restores older cars and
motorcycles and is a fan of Motocross.

Kevin Bench

Raegan Woods

Kevin loves spending time with his
family and drag racing. His favorite
track is in Newport, and often brings his
family to the races. He has a wife and
a five-year-old daughter. He enjoys
going on adventures and seeing new
places. One of his favorite trips was
to Wisconsin when he went out on the
“big” lake. His favorite aspect of his job
is the other employees and the work
environment. He enjoys being a part of
such a great team.

Raegan is recently married and
loves to spend time with her family. Her
favorite date night with her husband
is going out for Mexican food. She
has a nine-year-old son who plays
baseball and enjoys learning how to
fish. Her favorite aspect of the job is
the excellent work environment and
the people she gets to work with. She
likes having opportunities on the job to
help people. She is passionate about
problem-solving on the job.

Hayden McCoy

Tanner McGlothlin

Hayden’s favorite part of his job is the
work environment. He started working
on cars with his grandfather James
Horton, who was an amazing influence
on his life and taught him many of
the skills he has today. He reflects
on his memories with his grandfather
with great admiration for him and the
time they spent together. He loves
participating in several different outdoor
activities such as hiking and fishing and
often brings his big dog Cash along
with him. Cash’s favorite activity with
Hayden is tug-of-war.

Tanner enjoys working on cars and
his favorite aspect of the job is getting
to be involved in working on different
types of vehicles every day. He loves
dogs and owns several including a
loyal pit bull named Chevy that goes
fishing with him at Hurricane Lake
near Bald Knob. They often fish there
for bass and crappie. He is an outdoor
enthusiast.

• We Replace Shocks, Struts,
• Precision Front End Alignments
CV Axles, Wheel Bearings,
• Oil Changes
& Ball Joints
• We Sell All Brands of
• We Service All Makes & Models
Tires & Fix Flats

309 Wisconsin St. • Searcy, AR • (501) 236-0185

Great location on
Wisconsin St. off Race!
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Financial Focus
What Investors

Can –And Can’t
Control
As an investor, you can easily feel frustrated to see short-term drops in your investment
statements. But while you cannot control the market, you may find it helpful to review the
factors you can control.
Many forces affect the financial markets, including geopolitical
events, corporate profits and interest rate movements – forces
beyond the control of most individual investors.

In any case, it’s important to focus on the things you can
control, such as these:

your goals than if you periodically were to take a “time out.” Many
people head to the investment sidelines when the market tumbles,
only to miss out on the beginnings of the next rally. And by steadily
investing, you will increase the number of shares you own in your
investments – and the larger your ownership stake, the greater your
opportunities for building wealth.

• Your ability to define your goals – One area in
which you have total control is your ability to define your goals.
Like most people, you probably have short-term goals – such as
saving for a new car or a dream vacation – and long-term ones,
such as a comfortable retirement. Once you identify your goals and
estimate how much they will cost, you can create an investment
strategy to help achieve them.
Over time, some of your personal circumstances will likely
change, so you’ll want to review your time horizon and risk
tolerance on a regular basis, adjusting your strategy when
appropriate. And the same is true for your goals – they may evolve
over time, requiring new responses from you in how you invest.

• Your portfolio’s level of diversification –
While diversification itself can’t guarantee profits or protect
against all losses, it can help greatly reduce the impact of
market volatility on your portfolio. Just how you diversify your
investments depends on several factors, but the general principle
of maintaining a diversified portfolio should govern your approach
to investing. It’s a good idea to periodically review your portfolio
to ensure it’s still properly diversified.
The world will always be filled with unpredictable, uncontrollable
events, and many of them will affect the financial markets to one
degree or another. But within your own investment world, you
always have a great deal of control – and with it, you have the power
to keep moving toward all your important financial objectives. 

• Your response to market downturns – When
the market drops and the value of your investments declines, you
might be tempted to take immediate action in an effort to stop the
losses. This is understandable – after all, your investment results
can have a big impact on your future. However, acting hastily
could work against you – for example, you could sell investments
that still have solid fundamentals and are still appropriate for your
needs. If you can avoid decisions based on short-term events, you
may help yourself in the long run.
• Your commitment to investing – The financial
markets are almost always in flux, and their movements are hard
to predict. If you can continue investing in all markets – good, bad
or sideways – you will likely make much better progress toward
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This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC.
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Crossword
Across
2. The purpose of Community of Caring is to serve the
_______ needs of people in our community.

5. Sgt. Earls was willing to play _______ in order to
impact kids.

7. “At RAPA-Searcy Breast Center we believe

_______ is the key to erasing the fear and anxiety
of getting a mammogram.”

8. Doris had her first introduction to _______ while
working in the dining hall.
Down
1. “Hard work beats _______ if talent doesn’t work
hard.”

3. Milla has plans to continue to pursue _______
during and after college.

4. A place that packs a lot of plants in a small area.
6. 65 is the age of _______ Discounts.

.com

Find the Answers

Riddles
Can you guess the word or phrase?
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Dance

2.

Dance

Please

Dance

1.

Sitting

Dance

Sugar

3.

Keep your head up.
God gives His hardest battles to
His strongest soldiers.

Show your support for life and
help raise money at the same time!
Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can
obtain one through direct purchase from the
Department of Finance and Administration.

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!
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recognizing

Police

Spotlight

Sgt. Corderro Earls
By Jennifer Webb

P

atrol Sergeant Corderro Earls was
cruising down River Street in Searcy. It was a normal
day’s patrol, but as always, he was on alert - and he spotted
exactly what he was looking for.
He whipped his police car in where some kids were playing
basketball. The kids ignored him at first, but then one pulled the
other out of the way.
“Step back, man. There’s a police officer,” one said to the
other as Sgt. Earls approached. The game stopped as the kids
nervously stepped back, all eyes on Sgt. Earls. They were clearly
intimidated, but it didn’t last long.
“What are you guys doing?” Sgt. Earls asked.
“Nothing. Just playing basketball.”
“You guys think you can beat me?” Sgt. Earls challenged with
a sparkle in his eye. He was always down to shoot some hoops,
and to take a little bit of time for the opportunity to impact some
kids.
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The group of 4 kids smiled broadly. They knew they could
take him - they had numbers after all. Here was a police officer
that was willing to play with them and they were not about to
turn down his challenge. A fierce game of 4 v 1 started, along
with shouts, laughter, and whoops of joy.
Seeing the police car, one of the parents walked up and asked
“Is there a problem?”
“Yes, there’s a problem,” Sgt. Earls responded. “They think
they can beat me!”
After the game, the conversation continued. One of the kids
was the same age as Sgt. Earl’s oldest son, Corbin.
“Ya, I know Corbin!” the kid responded. “He’s the coolest
dude ever. We’re friends!”
Not missing a beat, Sgt. Earls quipped, “Well, that’s what I’d
heard about him, but I wasn’t sure.”
Sergeant Corderro smiled to himself as he drove home,
reflecting on the day. He graduated from Des Arc High School
in 2005, played college football in Jackson, TN for a year, then
moved back to Arkansas. After serving as a detention officer

for Faulkner County in 2007, he started with the Searcy Police
Department in December of 2007.
When he was in the Police Academy in Pocahontas, AR,
something wonderful happened - he met his wife, Florise. His
time at the Searcy police department has been somewhat of a
rollercoaster and he had been called to fill many roles - school
resource officer, field training officer, Special Response Team,
negotiator, bike patrol, drug recognition expert, investigator for
3.5 years where he worked a number of important cases, corporal
over grant writing and training division, and back to patrol as a
Sergeant. It had been trying but very rewarding as well.
Sgt. Earls loves to make connections with the kids. It’s how he
impacts his community.
“You don’t have to make a difference in everybody’s
life; you just have to make a difference in one
person’s life. If everybody did that you’d be
surprised at the trickle effect.”
- Sgt. Corderro Earls
One of his favorite positions with the Searcy Police Department
was when he served as a School Resource Officer. He enjoyed
teaching with the smart choices better chances program and he
loved being surrounded by the kids and getting to know them. He
has kept up with some of them that are now grown and have kids
of their own. Some of them have gone on to play college football,
and one even went semi-pro. It was a position where even in the
midst of a chaotic situation in other areas of his life, he could be
around a bunch of kids that wanted to see the best in him and
brought the best out in him.
He and Florise now have three children and will soon welcome
their fourth. Corbin, their oldest, is ten. Sophia, their middle
child is seven, and their current youngest is Cornell at age five.
The baby will be named Jessie, after a grandmother that recently
passed away.
Sgt. Earls credits Florise with being the backbone of their family
and always the one supporting him through stressful aspects of his
job. “She’s been my rock,” he says.
Alongside his beautiful wife is his beautiful mother Nichole Sims
and his awesome stepdad, Todd Sims, who have always been by
his side, as well as his sister Tamisha Sims and niece and nephew.
Being a police officer has pushed him to be a better father, along
with other people in his life. It’s pushed him to learn different
ways of parenting and dealing with his own personal relationships
with family, friends, and wife.
Over the course of the years, he sometimes has to teach
people things and he’s always learning himself, through others’
experiences and mistakes.

Patrol Sergeant Corderro Earls

“If you stop learning, you pretty much stop life.”
- Sgt. Corderro Earls
Yet, Sgt. Earls feels that he’s known more for being his kids’
Dad than for being a Searcy Police officer or any of his own
accomplishments. In his spare time, he can be found coaching
his kids’ sports teams including basketball, baseball, and football.
When he was at an Upward basketball game, a man came up to
him and shook his hand. He was the father of one of the kids that
 Continued on next page
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Sgt. Earls had stopped to play basketball with that day. “They don’t
ever stop talking about that.” the Dad told him.
Just another example of the impact that one person can make,
sometimes without even knowing about it. 
“Keep your faith in God. Apply the good in your
heart to everyday life and I think you’ll change the
world in different aspects that you’ll never understand
sometimes.”
- Sgt. Corderro Earls
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Wisdom To Live By
D oris H arris
By Maryn Ramey

“Accept what we cannot change, but change what you can, and
pray for God to give you the wisdom to know the difference.”
Doris Harris grew up in a farming
family in Illinois during the 1930s. Gas
was twenty cents a gallon, a new Ford
cost five hundred and fifty dollars, and
the cost of a postage stamp was just two
cents. Her grandfather was a preacher,
and some of her early memories are of
attending his church services. Once when
her family moved churches to one with a
smaller congregation, her mother would
start a song from her seat due to a lack of a
song leader. She remembers conversations
about God and the Bible taking place in
their home.
Doris’s father bought her and her
siblings a pony for them to ride on, and
built them a cart for the pony to pull them
around in. She attended a one room school
before moving to a high school of about a
thousand students. Her senior year, she was
given an assignment to write a letter to a
college. She chose Harding University, and
eventually chose to attend Harding for her
college degree. She moved from her home
in Illinois to Arkansas and began the next
chapter of her life.
She began a job as a worker at the dining
hall in the basement of Patty Cobb. “I had
some money saved, but not for the year.
My job was hostess three times a day,
seven days a week. The workers got to eat
first before the dining hall opened. I had
my first introduction to okra, fried okra.”
Doris met her husband, Nolen Lemmons,
at Harding. They were married in 1949
and rented a house on the edge of campus.

While Nolen finished school, Doris worked
in Searcy, first at J.C. Penney and later at
a bank. When Nolen graduated, he worked
many different jobs that moved the pair
around the state. He preached at churches
near wherever they were living. Over the
course of nine years, the couple had five
children, Howard, Harvey, Rita, Greg, and
Peggy.
In 1960, Nolen chose to work as a fulltime preacher, and traveled many times up
north to churches who were looking for a
preacher. One of the trips was to look at
churches in Indiana and Ohio. The entire
family went along to visit Doris’s parents
in Illinois before returning home. They
stopped in St. Louis to visit Nolen’s sister,
and then left for Arkansas at about 10:30
on a Thursday night. They hoped that
traveling at night would help the children
sleep. As Nolen drove, Doris fell asleep in
the passenger seat.
When she woke up, she was in the
hospital. Doctors informed her that there
had been an auto accident. A drunk driver
had hit them head on. When she asked about
the rest of her family, the doctors told her
that Howard and Rita were fine. She knew
that they didn’t mention the others because

they did not survive. She and Howard
had been thrown from the car. Both of
Howard’s legs were broken. Doris was in
critical condition. She had several broken
bones and internal injuries, and required
several pints of blood before surgery. They
had to remove her spleen, and they did not
expect her to make it. “I’ve got to get well,”
she remembers thinking, “I’ve got two kids
to raise.” A few days later, Rita died in the
hospital.
Weeks later, they were finally able to
move Howard, who was in a full body
cast, from the hospital in St. Louis to
Paragould where they visited with Doris’s
in-laws. Doris believes that the two of them
probably would not have survived if not
for a doctor who had been driving behind
them, and the state trooper that happened
to live on the hill above where the wreck
occurred. “Coincidence? Or was it God’s
hand?” she thought.
Howard wanted to go to church after
being released from the hospital, so for
the next two months they took him on a
gurney. Eventually, the cast was removed,
and he continued to heal. Doris and Howard
went on with life, moving to Searcy and
each returning to school. He attended the
 Continued on next page.

“We can either mourn ourselves to death or we
can be determined to live again…”
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“She wants her story to encourage
people to trust in God, put a smile
on their faces, look to the future, and
focus on the good.”

Academy while they settled into their new
life and Doris picked up some new skills
to keep busy. She learned to make hats,
and coverings for shoes. She often sewed
clothing to match. She spent her time
decorating their new house, cross stitching
pictures to put on the walls, and sewing
curtains and draperies.
Later on, some of her friends from
Walnut Ridge introduced her to preacher
Billy Clay Harris, who was single with a
young daughter. Her friends tried to “play
cupid” and match the two together. The
plan worked, and in 1964 the two were
married. Howard and Billy’s daughter,
“Bunny,” became siblings. They looked so
much alike that some people assumed they
were twins.
The next ten years went well for the
family; everything seemed perfect. In
1966, the family moved to Augusta,
Georgia where Billy preached at Richmond
Hill Road Church. The kids attended high
school there. Bunny was planning to attend
Alabama Christian College after graduating
High School, and Howard was planning to
attend Harding University.
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On Sunday afternoon, August the third,
1969, Doris received a phone call from
someone at the Savannah River telling her
that a boy was missing. Doris knew that
some of the boys from church had gone
swimming, and she was very nervous for
the rest of the afternoon, knowing that
Howard had gone with them.
She later learned that it was Howard.
He had gotten caught in an undercurrent.
Teams searched the water for days until
on Thursday evening his body came to the
top of the water and the search was over.
“By the grace of God, we made it through
the next few days,” she said. Her whole
family was in shock, and she wasn’t really
sure of what to do. “Where could I go but
to the Lord?” she thought. The family had
planned to take a trip to the Holy Land
and see the places they had read about in
the Bible. After considering what to do
they decided to go ahead with their plans
as scheduled. They wanted to get away
more than ever, and they spent three weeks
traveling. Doris felt that this was medicine
for helping to revive her again. “We went
to Egypt, Lebanon, Israel, Greece, Italy,

“Doris felt that this was
medicine for helping to
revive her again.”
Switzerland, France, and England. We
went to places I thought I never would see.”
Now ninety-one years old, Doris still
enjoys hobbies such as sewing, and
continues to make quilts which she often
gifts to charities and foster homes. She
wants her story to encourage people to
trust in God, put a smile on their faces, look
to the future, and focus on the good. She
has some advice on how to live through
tragedy: “We can either mourn ourselves
to death or we can be determined to live
again…Accept what we cannot change,
but change what you can, and pray for
God to give you the wisdom to know the
difference.” 
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Radiology Associates P.A. (RAPA) Presents A Check To The White County Kicking Cancer Foundation (WCKC)
Pictured L-R: WCKC Treasurer Myrtle Hughes, RAPA Technologist Kelli Hale, WCKC Board Member Danny Hughes, WCKC Secretary
Robin Reinbolt, WCKC President Lynn Reinbolt, and RAPA Manager & Technologist Melanie Potter. RAPA - Searcy Breast Center is
a division of Radiology Associates, providing breast health services to Searcy and the surrounding communities. “We believe that
caring goes beyond diagnosis, and, for this reason, we felt it important to give back to those in need after diagnosis,” Hale said. “We
found we were able to make this happen by forging a bond with the White County Kicking Cancer Foundation. Throughout the year,
we sell items to raise awareness for breast cancer. All proceeds from these sales are donated.” RAPA has raised a total of $4650.00
so far for the foundation. For more information call (501) 278-3298.
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- Searcy Breast Center
& The Kicking Cancer Foundation

By Kelli Hale

A

t Radiology Associates, the best treatment relies immediately. In the instances of new breast concerns, your doctor
on what you can see. For 100 years, RAPA has offered may feel you need a diagnostic mammogram, not to be confused
our community access to state-of-the-art diagnostic radiology with a screening mammogram. Diagnostic mammography is a
services throughout Arkansas.
mammogram which may also include
Radiology Associates, P.A. (RAPA)
an ultrasound to evaluate any focal
provides patients in Arkansas with a
or new breast concerns. Diagnostic
wide range of diagnostic and treatment
mammography is also used to evaluate
services, coupled with highly skilled
patients with a history of breast
physicians trained in virtually all
carcinoma, an abnormal screening
radiological disciplines. We have had
mammogram, or if following a
many highly skilled compassionate
previously found abnormality.
physicians throughout the years
At RAPA-Searcy Breast Center
here locally and at our many other
we believe education is the key
facilities. Throughout the years we
to erasing the fear and anxiety of
have lost and gained many physicians
getting a mammogram. Getting a
at Radiology Associates. We want
mammogram does not have to be
to take a moment to honor those
scary. Always be open and honest
In The Fight
physicians for their contributions to
with the staff members taking care of
Against Breast
women’s health. Most recently we
you because how you feel matters to
had to mourn the loss of Dr. John Bell
us. As recommended by the American
Cancer
who practiced radiology for many
College of Radiology and Society
years here locally. Our condolences
of Breast Imaging, it is important to
go to his family and friends.
begin screening mammograms at the
RAPA-Searcy Breast Center is a
age of 40, as we are finding cancers
division of Radiology Associates,
at earlier ages. Again, screening
providing breast health services
mammograms are for patients
to Searcy and the surrounding
with no new breast symptoms, or
communities. Here at the Searcy Breast Center, we perform concerns. When done annually, screening mammography has
screening mammograms, diagnostic mammograms, and breast been proven to find a higher percentage of cancers smaller and
ultrasonography. We also have the capabilities to provide less advanced. Mammography can reduce breast cancer mortality
some interventional breast procedures, such as biopsies, and/or by up to 30 percent. However, some cancers may not be visible
aspirations of breast lesions when warranted. Your routine wellness, by mammography so annual breast exams by your physician, and
or screening mammogram, is a part of the annual health check-up
 Continued on next page.
for asymptomatic women with no new or focal breast complaints.
If you have a new or focal breast complaint, such as a lump (new
or enlarging), focal pain (localized to one area), or spontaneous
“Mammography can reduce breast cancer
or bloody nipple discharge, new inversion of the nipple, notable
mortality by up to 30 percent.”
changes to the contour or skin of the breast, please see your doctor

All Hands
On Deck
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“At RAPA-Searcy Breast Center we believe
education is the key to erasing the fear and anxiety
of getting a mammogram. Getting a mammogram
does not have to be scary.”

White County Kicking Cancer Foundation
Our mission is to provide supplemental funding for healthcare costs
or needs to local individuals who have been diagnosed with cancer.
Upon our founding, all members agreed that there was a need here at
home in White County to help people with cancer.

How to qualify:
• The applicant must be a resident of White County, AR for one year.
• The applicant must provide written documentation of cancer
diagnosis by the treating physician.
• A recipient may apply for additional funds one year after the
original date of approval by White County Kicking Cancer, if cancer
treatment is continuing.

monthly self-breast exams are also especially important for
finding breast cancer early. If you have any concerns prior
to the age of 40 or a family history of breast cancer, discuss
any concerns with your physician as soon as possible. The
best protection is still early detection!
We believe that caring goes beyond diagnosis, and, for
this reason, we feel it important to give back to those in need
after diagnosis. We found we were able to make this happen
by forging a bond with the White County Kicking Cancer
Foundation. Throughout the year, we sell items to raise
awareness for breast cancer. All proceeds from these sales
are donated. We consider it a blessing to be able to help
raise funds for our community. In the brief time we have
been donating to the WCKC Foundation, we have been able
to raise $4650.00 to help those in need as they fight cancer.
Anyone interested in helping the foundation by purchasing
items, may contact us anytime at 501-278-3298. You can
also keep up with any news we may share on social media.
You can follow us on Facebook at RAPA-Searcy Breast
Center or on Instagram at RAPA Searcy Breast Center. 

How you can help:
• Purchasing items at RAPA-Searcy Breast Center
• Support WCKC financially
White County Kicking Cancer Foundation
PO Box 56
Higginson, AR 72068

White County Kicking Cancer Foundation is a 501c3 organization.
“Making a Difference while Making Connections”

If you have questions about 3D mammography
or any concern in general, please contact us:

501-278-3298
rapaxray.com/women
415 Rodgers Drive, Suite B
Searcy, AR 72143

3D Mammography
“Better technology, better detection.”
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farm
By Anna Brumfield

W

hen the sun rises in the mornings, it
brings peace to start our day and I don’t want
to miss those moments. I don’t want to miss the
birds singing, the flowers blooming and the amazing details
in the change of the seasons. This is where my flower farming
journey began. God uses nature to speak to us and once my
husband Jonathan and I moved to the country I could hear
Him speak louder, clearer and my awe of His creation grew. I
have always enjoyed flowers
and designing, but when I
started flowers from seed
and was able to enjoy the
whole process from seed to
bloom, I was hooked!
We are in our second year
of flower farming and we
have learned so much as each
flower needs personal care and
something different to reach
its full potential. Our flower
farm is definitely a team effort
and I am so thankful to have
my husband’s help! We start
seeds, water, plant by hand,
protect from the elements,
deadhead, check for bugs, feed
them, tend to them, corral, net,
shade when they need it, harvest, pull them out of the ground and
start again. Our land is on a ridge and, due to rocky ground and
wildlife, we microfarm, which means we pack a lot of plants in
a small area. One bed could hold anywhere between 200 to 350

plants depending on the variety. We start mostly everything from
seed and started over 8,000 seeds this season to share flowers with
others!
The weather is in control of what we offer, and one week we may
have a particular flower blooming and the next week it is done and
something else is in bloom. We grow flowers such as Anemone,
Dahlias, Sunflowers, Celosia, Larkspur, Snapdragons, Zinnias,
Scabiosa, and several more varieties plus herbs and greenery. Our
flowers are usually available
on weekends at Wild Sweet
Williams. Selling at Wild
Sweet Williams has been a
blessing as I am inspired by the
Ford’s as people and how Lisa
shares her craft with others. I
feel honored to be a part of the
special environment they have
created.
We also pre-sold CSA
subscriptions for the 2022
season and take personal
orders when we can, as we
both work full time jobs in
Searcy. We love our local
Farmers’ Market and hope
to pop up there a time or
two when it works out, as
Saturdays are a big morning for us working in the flower field.
To be surrounded by flowers is absolutely breathtaking, but
extremely hard work, which is true for any type of farming. We
have been emotionally and physically exhausted at times and yes, I

“We encourage everyone to slow down
in life and find joy in the bloom...”
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grow,
create, spread joy and
take in the moments.”
“We want to

have even cried out in the middle of the flower field! I often think how
easily God plants and how hard we have to work to grow our flowers.
This has created a deeper appreciation for what God has created and
how special it is to be a part of cultivating and growing on such a tiny
scale. It’s truly special and it makes the flowers mean more to me, and
I hope other people see that sparkle. Like with anything, we can lose
the meaning of why we started in the first place. There is so much I
want to do with our flowers, but we try to choose balance. I don’t want
this flower journey to just become a job. We want to grow, create,
spread joy and take in the moments.
Flowers are a joy to me and I feel like my purpose in life is to share
joy whether that is by making people laugh, smile, feel cared for or by
sharing something simply beautiful with a neighbor or a friend! Our
name, Flower + Fiddle is simply us, a fun-loving farmer florist and
her hardworking, fiddle-playing husband enjoying nature and creative
outlets that bring us happiness, hoping you find what brings you joy
too. We encourage everyone to slow down in life and find joy in the
bloom, whatever that may be for you. 

Jonathan & Anna
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Laken Caldwell’s Story
By Maryn Ramey

L

aken Caldwell has been riding horses since

she could sit up, and has been competing ever
since she was old enough to want to win. Her
entire family has been involved in the sport of
rodeo since she was young. With two of her aunts on the
board of directors for the Arkansas Cowboy Association and
a cousin who is a Rodeo Producer, one thing was pretty clear:
rodeo was a family affair. She began entering competitions
when she was four, primarily riding retired roping horses
with no particular interest in winning or building up any
kind of speed. Eventually, Laken began to focus her time on
barrel racing and breakaway roping. When she was in the
sixth grade, her mom gave her the option to join in school
sports with her classmates or to continue her career in rodeo.
Laken wasted no time choosing rodeo.
Her parents bought her Hot Rod, her first real barrel horse.
“Hot Rod taught me how to win.” This duo began to make
a name for themselves at multiple levels of rodeo. The two
of them finished in the top five for three years in a row at
National Little Britches Rodeo Finals in Colorado. As Laken
got older, she began competing in breakaway roping and
bought a roping horse named Spanky. “Spanky had a lively
personality.” He was well known in her rodeo associations
from his spontaneous bouts of bucking as well as his fear of
tractors. Despite this new team’s rocky start, they went on to
win the Arkansas Cowboys Association breakaway roping
competition four years in a row.

“Hot Rod taught me how to win.”
- Laken Caldwell

Laken’s high school years were all about rodeo. She spent
many weekends driving her truck and trailer across states
to competitions, sometimes entirely on her own. Her afterschool hours consisted of relentless practice and hard work
leading up to her next rodeo. She threw everything she had
at these competitions, but she sometimes wondered if she
had done enough.

One night, during a rodeo at Ash Flat, just weeks before the
point cutoff for finals, Laken missed her breakaway calf and
lost her lead going into finals. She and another competitor
were nearly tied in points, and the end of the rodeo season
was coming up. Laken remembers wondering if her practice
was good enough to beat this person who seemed to be
able to win without preparation. As she was worrying, she
was pulled aside by a friend - Jeri Rhine - and he told her
something that made her entire mindset change. “Hard work
beats talent if talent doesn’t work hard.” She practically
lived in the practice pen for the following week leading up
to finals, and when it was time for her to make her final run
in the competition, everything worked out.

“Hard work beats talent if talent
doesn’t work hard.”
Laken gave up a lot of “normal” teenager things to pursue
her rodeo career. Her family didn’t take vacations, they took
“rodeo trips.” She often missed hang outs with the friend
group for staying home and practicing or looking after the
horses, but she wouldn’t change a thing. Rodeo taught her
how to work hard, be responsible, and to be a winner. If
you met Laken today at the supermarket, you might not see
her as a rodeo star. She is now a registered nurse working
at Unity Hospital. She put rodeo on hold a few years ago
to focus on her career and on family. She sold Spanky and
another horse to put all of her time and resources towards
nurse practitioner school. Now married with a daughter,
Laken recently decided to get back in the game.
In 2020 she returned to the world of rodeo, and has
recently purchased two horses - Brandi and Radio - to start
competing again. Laken is having even more fun with rodeo
this time than before because she is getting to take her
daughter Swaide to competitions with her and give her the
same experience that she had as a child. Swaide has started
to do lead in barrels and enjoys learning to ride at home
on Brandi. Her husband Andrew, who once rode bucking
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horses, now jokingly refers to himself as the “financial supporter.”
Laken’s most recent wins have been placing in a few “jackpot” team
roping competitions.
She has run into a few new challenges this time around, such as
now having a full time nursing job during the week that limits her
practice time. She is not discouraged by any of it. She is in it for the
fun and for the excitement. She jokingly says that it’s easy to tell that
she lives for the adrenaline rush. “My job and hobby both show it. I
save lives during the week and rodeo on the weekends.” As she begins
to step back into the competition environment, she still holds closely
the words that helped her overcome her worrisome thoughts years
ago: “Hard work beats talent if talent doesn’t work hard.” 

“Rodeo taught her
how to work hard, be
responsible, and to be
a winner.”
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Unity Health makes deliveries for Community of Caring 2022: Expanding the Mission, previously A Day of Caring
event. In preparation for the September Kick Off, deliveries were made to 11 nonprofit organizations in Searcy.
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Searcy Caring for Community
for Over 25 Years
Expanding the Mission: Community of Caring 2022
By Jennifer Skinner
After serving the needs of the community for decades, A Day of Caring, now Community of Caring,
is expanding to create a movement across Searcy with Caring Drives and Volunteer Days held by businesses,
churches and groups to help meet the basic needs of food, shelter, and safety for people in our community. These
Caring Drives and Volunteer Days will replace the one-day event and directly benefit the nonprofit organizations
that serve people in our community every day.
Searcy has a big heart for community and an eager willingness to
serve the needs of others. This has been demonstrated through the
A Day of Caring event for over 25 years. Hundreds of volunteers
have been serving hundreds of families in need during this largescale event.
When A Day of Caring began in 1997, Unity Health and
community partners wanted to help meet the basic needs of others
in our community, because we understand that food, shelter, and
safety must be met so that physical and mental health needs can
also be addressed.
Over the years, the events have grown and served even more
individuals and families, but the goal to meet the basic needs of
others has always remained at the forefront. During the past two
years, A Day of Caring was forced to transition to Community of
Caring as a drive-thru set-up due to the global pandemic.
We understand, from past events, that there are many needs in
our community that reach beyond a one-day event. Now, a quarter
of a century later, we see our community is working to meet these
needs in several different ways.
Searcy is blessed with great nonprofit organizations that serve
the very basic needs of others in our community all year by
providing food for the hungry, shelter for the homeless, safety
for domestic abuse victims, and support for foster children and
addiction recovery. These organizations help people move into
better situations by creating stability and long-term solutions.
The nonprofits work hard every day serving our community, but
they cannot do it alone. Nonprofit organizations need our help to
continue caring for others.
Non-profit organizations have very specific needs
including:
• Diapers and wipes for babies and children in
shelters and foster care

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sleeping bags, pillows, and tents for the
homeless
Non-perishable foods for local food banks
serving the hungry
Undergarments and feminine products for
women in shelters and safe havens
Personal care items, paper products, cleaning
products for families struggling to pay their
bills
Shoes and socks for children and homeless
families
Monetary donations
Volunteers
And more

Because of the needs of the community and the nonprofit
organizations serving those needs, Community of Caring is
expanding the mission. The Community of Caring mission is to
improve the quality of health and wellbeing in our community
with compassionate care by partnering to fill the most basic needs
of food security, shelter and safety, and addiction recovery so that
medical and mental health needs can also be met.

Will You Join The Mission?
We are asking previous sponsors and donors and churches,
groups, and businesses to join us as Community of Caring Partners
in the expanded “We Are a Community of Caring” movement to
continue the mission of serving the basic needs of others.
September is “Community of Caring” Kick-Off month, and
the giving will continue all year! Caring Partners are asked to
continue supporting the A Day of Caring / Community of Caring

 Continued on next page
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mission by joining us in hosting a Caring Drive at your location
during the month of September to kick things off.

Participating is fun and easy!
•
•
•

•
•

Choose a non-profit and select the items to
collect in your Community of Caring Drive
Schedule a Caring Drive and/or Volunteer Day
in September
Complete and return the Participant Form
to be included in publicity and receive your
Planning Packet which includes: “We are A
Community of Caring” yard sign, flyers, media
recognition, t-shirt order form and event
summary form. See QR Code below or unityhealth.org Resources page.
Host your Caring Drive and/or Volunteer Day
during the September Kick-Off, or anytime.
Deliver your collected items to the non-profit.
Complete the event summary form and return it.

Resource Packets
The purpose of this expanded mission is to serve the basic
needs of people in our community. Our local non-profits care for
these needs every day. For individuals and families in need of the
services available, a packet of information with resources is being
assembled. These resources will be posted on websites and social
media and will be distributed in accessible locations for individuals
and families needing the services.
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Nonprofit Organizations
Nonprofit organizations serving the basic needs of people in
our community who wish to be added to the list can (see QR
Code below) or email jennifer.skinner@unity-health.org for more
information and to submit a Community of Caring Nonprofit Form.
We invite you to join us in this expanded Community of Caring
movement all around Searcy. Thank you for being a Community
of Caring and for working to meet the basic needs of people in our
community so they can move into better situations! Together we
can make a difference in the lives of others. 
“Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the
fatherless; plead the case of the widow.”
Is aia h 1:17
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Milla

Quattlebaum
Miss Rodeo Arkansas Teen

By

Maryn Ramey

Milla had never done anything like this before. The horse shifted nervously underneath her, as if

she could sense Milla’s nerves. Her hair hanging in polished curls that had taken immense effort to get
to stay in place, she looked ahead at the competition. Hopefully, all the late nights of staying up and
watching videos of rodeo queens getting ready for their competitions would pay off tonight. She had
practiced this horsemanship pattern a thousand times; she and her horse could do it in their sleep. Still,
she wondered what would happen when she and her four-legged teammate stepped out into the rodeo
arena. Her heart racing, she gave her horse the command to begin the test.

From the age of two, rodeo has been a massive part of Milla’s
life. From lead line horse shows as a toddler to winning the Miss
Rodeo Arkansas Teen pageant as a highschooler, her journey has
been filled with highs, lows, and horsemanship. As a young child,
she began rodeoing on her mom’s horse named Cookie. Milla
competed primarily in pole bending and barrel racing. When she
was eleven, she won her first saddle. She went to National Little
Britches Finals with the Central Arkansas Little Britches Rodeo
Association two years in a row, and was the 2021 Arkansas State
Horse Show Reserve Champion Jr barrel racer.
When she first considered jumping into the world of rodeo queen
competitions, she was completely in uncharted territory. She had
no experience with it, and knew that there were many different
skills that went into becoming a rodeo queen. The competition
consisted of the competitors needing to execute horsemanship
patterns, do railwork, present a speech, prove their smarts in a
horsemanship knowledge interview, pass a rodeo knowledge exam
that tested their memorization of the rodeo rule book, be graded on
their fashion and appearance, and complete a personal interview.
Milla prepared for months and fortunately had a wonderful
rodeo community of friends who felt more like family that helped
her prepare and answered her questions. She ended up winning
the Miss Rodeo Arkansas Teen pageant in 2021. This year she
has begun her reign as the rodeo queen. The title came with an
impressive scholarship. The win opened up several doors for her
in the rodeo community and also opened her eyes to how complex

and extensive the process of rodeo truly is. She hadn’t before fully
understood everything that went on behind the scenes. Now, she
was actively showing up to rodeos all across the different counties
in the state and being a contributing member to the teams that
make all rodeos possible.
Often, her duties include carrying the flag during the opening of
the rodeo, or signing autographs in the crowd. In other instances,
she finds herself helping with more “normal” tasks such as rounding
up kids for calf scrambles. Milla has really enjoyed getting to see
all of the behind-the-scenes processes of rodeos and competitions,
and is grateful for her experience as Miss Rodeo Arkansas Teen.
Her unique experience of having participated in pole bending and
barrel racing competitions, as well as rodeo queen competitions,
has given her a perspective that many who only partake in one side
of rodeo don’t have.
“I’m really blessed to have experienced both
sides of rodeo.”
-Milla Quattlebaum

In addition to her mom’s horse Cookie, who Milla still takes
to barrel racing events from time to time, she also raised a young
mare named Shine she competes on. She counts being able to be
in the world of horses and rodeos as a blessing, and has a deep
appreciation for the animals themselves. She knows that each
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horse has its own unique personality, and when she takes both of the four-legged
girls out for trail rides with her mom, they get to see those personalities in action.
At times, young Shine will spook at a patch of grass or a plastic bag while older
and wiser Cookie simply looks at her as if to say: “What are you freaking out
about?” Because of Cookie’s seniority and experience, Milla typically rides her for
the more important moments of her showing, such as carrying flags.
Milla is hopeful that her journey with showing and rodeo has only begun. With
the help and support from her family and the rodeo community, she has plans
to continue to pursue rodeo during and after college. She is already considering
where to go next when her reign as Miss Rodeo Arkansas Teen comes to its end.
“I want to carry rodeo with me wherever I go.”
- Milla Quattlebaum

She has aspirations to eventually make it to the National Finals Rodeo. Some
people may think that sounds crazy, but for a rodeo girl that with no previous
experience managed to come out on top as a queen, no dream is too small. Milla
knows that the road ahead will be full of twists and turns - some exciting, some a
little scary - but with the support of her rodeo family and her trusty horse beneath
her, she plans to conquer them all. 
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Whitney Lane Pastors,
David and Kim Overstreet

So Much Life
Whitney Lane Family Worship Center
Imagine & Believe thanks you for your service.
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As Imagine & Believe evolves and grows, we would like to take this
opportunity to thank those who have helped us along the way. This is
a short story about our journey with Whitney Lane Church and how
they served alongside us.
By Maryn Ramey

A

s you drive through White County and surrounding
towns, you will pass a lot of churches. In this little
portion of Bible-belt America, there’s a church on
every corner. You may notice, however, that unless it’s a Sunday
morning or a Wednesday night, the parking lot is an empty vast
stretch of cement. There may be a few cars parked there: the
pastor, a secretary, maybe the custodian. You wonder for a moment
if anything important goes on in the building between Sundays.
About five years ago, the people of Whitney Lane Family Worship
Center in Kensett, Arkansas, agreed that they were going to open
up one of their available facilities to the foster care boutique. Their
pastor, David Overstreet, and his wife had just adopted their two
youngest children in 2016, and their hearts had been very open to
children in need across the state. Christine Walker had just pitched
the idea at the Junior Auxiliary meeting, and a friend had connected
her with Whitney Lane.
Pastor David and the congregation at Whitney Lane jumped
on board with the project, believing that God opened this door to
them for a reason. “Taking care of orphans and widows is pure
religion.” Whitney Lane strives to always have its facilities in
use, and to always be on the lookout for new ways they can help
people in their community. Pastor David once visited another
church in Russellville that changed the way he looked at his own
congregation and community. He saw that all throughout the week,
this church had people coming in and out and people interacting
with each other and within the building. It had a daycare and a
school; he saw that it was full of so much life and wanted that in
his own church.

“I think it’s a sin to have a lot of
facilities and never use them.”
- Pastor David Overstreet
Knowing that his church had facilities that were sitting empty
throughout the week, Pastor David decided that a change needed
to take place. He wanted his church to be one that was full of life
every day and actively making a difference in his community. The
foster care boutique is something that many foster parents have
been depending on for years. The willingness of Whitney Lane to
open their doors to this ministry has allowed for more families to
be served than would have otherwise.
Pastor David’s strong reliance on God has been developed
throughout a journey where he saw time and time again the way
God cares for people who trust in Him. One particular instance
came as the former church he pastored was building their new
facility, one that cost several hundred thousand dollars. As they
set out on their journey to complete the building, Pastor David
felt God ask him to keep away from the banks. At first, this had
confused him, because he had no idea how their small church was
going to manage the cost, but God simply asked for his trust.

“If it’s God’s will, it’s His bill.”
- Pastor David Overstreet
Over the next stage of his life and the life of the church, David
watched God perform miracles that he never would’ve expected.
 Continued on next page.
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One particular breakthrough in the financial process came at a time where
Pastor David was wondering if he should take money from the bank to
finish the project. He was driving home from a meeting with other church
members when he received a call from an older gentleman who was a
member of their church. Pastor David listened in awe as the man offered
to give the church an $80,000 dollar interest-free loan to put towards
the facility. At this moment, Pastor David understood that God was in
complete control, and his anxiety about the project was lifted.

“God works in ways that men
can’t even think about.”
- Pastor David Overstreet

1215 Whitney Ln • Kensett, AR
(501) 742-3789
whitneylane.org
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Having seen the impact God has made on the community through his
church since becoming more active, Pastor David firmly believes that
movement in the church will create life. “If there’s no movement, there’s
no life.” He gives all credit to God for the remarkable ways that Whitney
Lane has been able to serve people and help those in need. The way God
has blessed the church has been in inspiration to the members and to their
pastor.
Pastor David always tries to be on the lookout for God to open doors
for their church. Though they obviously can’t be involved in everything
that goes on, they want to make sure that they never miss an opportunity
that the Lord sends them. At Whitney Lane, they strive to love like Jesus
did, through service. They want to meet people’s physical needs through
programs such as the foster care boutique, so that they can eventually
meet their spiritual needs.
Proverbs 11:25 states:
“A generous person will
prosper; whoever refreshes
others will be refreshed.”
Pastor David keeps this
verse in mind as he leads his
church going forward. He
whole-heartedly believes
that churches that serve the
community will prosper,
and that God will provide
for the plans he has set out
before them. As long as
Whitney Lane continues
to exist in Kensett, Pastor
David plans to keep doing
God’s work. “That’s the
Kingdom way.” 
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The Imagine & Believe Foundation
Recognizes the Life of Henry Hickman

&
foundation

Born: May 20, 1971
Moved to the Kingdom: July 22, 2022
Mission Work: Foster Parent
Family: Wife Amy, sons; Elly and Hank, Countless children born to
others that he helped raise.
Favorite Hobbies: Fishing, lawn care, and gardening
Best Quote: “If just one person sees my journey through this
suffering and comes to know Christ because they see Him in me, then
every moment was worth it.”
Henry Hickman was a joyful, kind husband and father while living
in this fallen world. After a long battle with Kidney failure and cancer,
he told his wife Amy, “I am ready,” and passed from this world into the
Kingdom of God.
Henry was given a year to live around Easter of 2021 and exceeded
that time frame as he continued to devote his love and time to serving
God through the ministry of mentoring teen boys and young men
alongside his wife Amy. Every morning he told his wife, “Good
morning beautiful.” She truly was the love of his life and his partner in
missions.
The Imagine & Believe Foundation served several children in the
care of Henry and Amy over the years and other foster families that
they introduced to the Foundation. We would like to recognize and
honor the life of Henry Hickman. Someday we will see you again in
His glory. 

What you can do to support the
Imagine & Believe Foundation

&
foundation

• You can volunteer to sort clothing (watch our FaceBook page for opportunities)
• We need 5 large round foldable tables and ten folding chairs
• We need an upright freezer
• We need funds to help us pay for the many extra expenses we will have
• We always need diapers
Find Us On Facebook
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New Location will allow us to
serve more foster and adoptive
families
After

before
In just two short weeks of starting this project, we
had the main area painted and the donations moved
from our former location at Whitney Lane to the
new Benton Street location. This was only possible
because of all of the wonderful volunteers and
donors that were put in our path.

The location history of Imagine & Believe

Where it all started in
the Searcy Living office

Then Whitney Lane donated
the space to house foster care
boutique

New Location for
Imagine & Believe and Searcy Living

What changes after you adopt a child with a trauma filled history? Their last name.
Imagine & Believe asks you to be supportive of those you know who have adopted children with trauma.
They need your understanding and your friendship. They need to know you will listen to them and
understand that their parenting journey is different than yours.
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A glimpse into a life of one of those we serve

“

My name is Lana Manry, many call me MOM. I have 4 biological children, 1 step son and 11 adopted
children. Currently, I have 6 adopted children at home with my 3 foster children.
My husband and I started our foster parent journey 24 years ago, he died 5 years ago and I am trying to finish this
adventure without him. Imagine and Believe has been super supportive, by providing clothing, shoes, cleaning
and hygiene supplies. They connect me with trainings and emotional support.
Imagine and Believe does more than supply items, they ministry the whole body.
Thank you for all you do.

”

Family and friends
spending their afternoon
helping us.
 A few volunteers who are helping
sort clothing preparing our new
location to serve foster and adopt
families.
What can you do to help?
We desperately need volunteers.
If your family or group would
like to help, please watch our
FaceBook Imagine & Believe
page for “volunteer days” or call
us to schedule.
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Jerry & Janet
Taylor
We met Jerry and Janet when they showed up at our new
location to help their Valley Baptist Church family with
painting our new location. When we asked them why they had
the heart to go the extra mile and volunteer to mow the yard
also, we knew you needed to hear their story.

W

hen Jerry and Janet Taylor moved to Searcy from
Illinois in April 2021, they moved here to help care for
Janet’s mother, in addition to other family matters.
Janet taught first and second graders for over twenty years but also
taught teachers in the evening, classes that included using Google,
classroom website platforms,
primary
literacy
curriculum,
and improving students’ reading
comprehension. Janet retired from
teaching in Crystal Lake, Illinois
in 2019 and enjoys kayaking,
reading, jigsaw puzzles, gardening,
pickleball, and other activities.
Jerry retired in 2017 from the
printing industry with over 40
years of service. In his younger
days, he was a window washer
and even washed the outside
windows of Chicago’s Sears Tower
observation floor! Since retirement,
Jerry enjoys volunteering more; he
was a neighborhood rep for their
Del Webb community where they
previously lived. He likes fishing
(Canada is his favorite place to
fish.), washing cars, reading, and
he loves singing. He and Janet are
both involved in serving at their church, Valley Baptist Church
here in Searcy.
Jerry and Janet were foster parents in Illinois for over 18 years
and cared for over 30 children. They were licensed through a

“Still
serving
the Lord
with
gladness.
Psalm
100”
~Janet
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private Baptist fostering agency that has been helping children for
over 100 years. When the agency celebrated its 100th anniversary
in 2003, they both participated in the grand event with Jerry singing
and Janet speaking of sharing God’s love for the broken through
the foster care system.
One of the meaningful things that really stands out for them is
the continued relationships they still maintain with many former
foster children. One boy that they
cared for is now an adult but still
texts or calls every Mother’s Day
without fail; he has never missed
one. He was only in their home for
about a year, but is still connected.
Other former foster children now
have children of their own who
call Jerry and Janet Grandma and
Grandpa. It is definitely rewarding!
Upon leaving their home, one
of their former foster daughters
commented that because of Jerry,
she knew there were men in the
word that she could trust.
One sweet, little girl who had a
brain injury from physical abuse
had to say goodbye suddenly. When
her case went to court, the judge
dismissed the case, leaving the
Taylors with about an hour to pack
her belongings and medications
before hugging her goodbye. She was only 12 months old and that
situation broke their hearts.
There are always situations that feel unfair and break your
heart when getting involved with hurting families, but the spark

of healing that Jerry and Janet experienced through this valuable
ministry was priceless. These experiences have shaped them and
gave them a heart to still give to the foster parent community in
Arkansas. Jerry and Janet recently discovered an opportunity to
volunteer on a regular basis for the Imagine & Believe Foundation.
They have helped the Foundation move locations, paint the
new location, and Jerry has volunteered to mow the lawn of the
Foundation. 

+

“It doesn’t
take a special
degree or title
to serve.”
~Jerry

Thank you for this crew at Valley Baptist Church
for painting the biggest room in our new space!

Do you have an upright freezer to donate to Imagine & Believe?
Kensett First Baptist Church has volunteered to provide freezer meals once again but we
need an upright freezer to store them in. Please contact us if you are interested in helping.
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Thank you to all Harding University students!

They helped us move and a few helped the Valley Baptist crew finish up the painting.
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Thank you

to Jason White!

Searcy Living bought
the spray paint and
Jason White donated
his time to paint
these beautiful murals
making this a fun
and inspirational
environment.

It took a village to provide the supplies and labor but many
wonderful businesses and people stepped up to help us make this
new environment to serve the foster and adoption community a
reality. Please contact us if you are willing to serve alongside us.

Thank you

Homer’s Ace
Hardware!

Not everyone can foster or adopt a child with trauma. But everyone
can join together to support the families that are giving their lives
to these children to make a difference.

“A child born to another woman calls me Mommy.
The magnitude of that tragedy and the depth of
that privilege is not lost on me.”
~ J u d y L a n d ers
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Whitney’s

heart to serve
We asked Whitney Hays to share her story of volunteering with us and we are so honored to share it!

&
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M

y name is Whitney Hays. I am a sophomore at Harding
University and I am majoring in social work. When I get older,
I want to work with children in foster care. This has been something
that has been on my heart since I was in middle school. As a child, your
interests change so often that I never thought too seriously that this
would be the career that I would end up wanting to stick with forever,
but it didn’t take long for me to realize this is what I needed to do.
I first started volunteering at Imagine and Believe when I was around
twelve years old. My mom would drop me off after morning sports practices
and I would sort, fold and reorganize clothes in the foster care boutique. I
would get so excited on the days that I got to go up there and help, I remember
feeling so grown and like I was able to make such a difference. By the time I
was fifteen, I knew that foster care was my calling. God lit a fire in my heart
telling me that I would impact these children in many ways. Imagine and
Believe was a great way for me to get involved with these children and start
to make a change. I learned there is so much that goes on behind the scenes
and so much we can do to help the foster and adoptive families in our area
specifically. Not only does Imagine and Believe offer clothing and household
items to families, but they also offer prayer and support, this is something that
means so much to the families as well.
This summer, I became the children and youth intern at Valley Baptist
Church here in Searcy. We had a very busy summer with all of our kiddos,
but something we are very big on is service opportunities for our youth to be
involved. Towards the end of the summer, we were looking for a way to serve
before school started. That’s when it hit me, how about I put my two passions
together! I love foster care and any chance I get to be involved, but I also love
my church and all of the kids I have been able to grow with this summer. I
knew I had to give these kids a chance to serve and love this organization as
much as I did.
When I reached out to Ms. Christine about us coming out to volunteer,
we both knew that God was bringing us together in the right place at the
right time. I called her and told her we had a group of kids that wanted to
serve and help if she happened to have any bigger projects going on at the
moment that she would need us for. Little did we know, the time that we were
wanting to work was the same time that the new Searcy Living and Imagine
and Believe building was needing some work done before they moved in.
We were happy to help! Valley Baptist was able to get some groups out to
go help paint the whole inside of the foster care boutique before they moved
all of the clothes in.

88 Your Hometown Magazine

We were all so blessed by the opportunity to help out with
Imagine and Believe and we will definitely be back to serve in
the future. Imagine and Believe, and the foster care boutique
specifically will always hold a special place in my heart. Being
able to volunteer at the boutique, along with the love and
encouragement from Ms. Christine is what sparked my interest
in foster care and inspired me to go into social work. I would not
be where I am in my studies and in life without these ministry
opportunities and being able to see the love shared by these
people. I can’t wait to go back and serve and I am so excited to
see what else Imagine and Believe will do for these children. 

This is the original Searcy Living Foster Care Boutique
at the Searcy Living Office (before it transitioned into the
Imagine & Believe Foundation) where Whitney volunteered
years ago at age 12.
We are so honored that Whitney not only has walked
with us through all of our growth and transitions, but that
her volunteering experience with us literally impacted her
future in ways that we never could have imagined. It is such
an honor to share her journey in this publication and also
to have her on board volunteering all of these years later.
Thank you Whitney!

For ways that you can help,
please refer to our list on
page 81. And we ALWAYS
need help sorting clothing!
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Thank you to Walmart

for donating paint pans for our
new project!

Thank you to the

Searcy Elks Lodge for the
school supplies and backpacks!
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Thank you

to Lowe’s for the
yellow paint!

We need your financial support
to keep this ministry going.

&

Our Purpose:

foundation

 We provide the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations
of clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

 We connect seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster
and adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom
from someone who truly understands their journey.

 We help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and
child safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do
to prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages.

 We know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can

also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans and
the caretakers of the orphan ministry.

 If a foster family does not have the time to come by the Foster

Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers to them. This service is needed,
for instance, when a foster family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at
work by 8am the next morning.

Please send donations to:
Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263
My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.

 $20

 $50

 Other

 I want to donate my time. My talent is:
___________________________________

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
(501) 593-5263
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Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors!
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