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Publisher’s Note

By Christine Walker Faith

Know who You Are  
And Reconcile

I was walkIng through one of my favorite thrift 
stores not long ago and a total stranger walked up, 

hugged me and told me congratulations. This has now 
become an almost daily normal part of my life to the extent 
that I felt I needed to send a thank you out to you all in this 
publishers note. In case you did not catch the last issue, 
I told the story of meeting my husband and a few of the 
miracles that led up to our marriage. We have both been 
so appreciative of all of the congratulatory hugs and well 
wishes. Quite often these folks have been people that 
know him or have heard him perform and I never cease to 
also be amazed at how many people he knows. His guitar 
playing is apparently legendary throughout the county.

We are both amazed that our paths did not cross many times 
throughout the years, but we know that God’s timing is perfect. 
One friend that I had not seen in years told me that “The whole 
town is celebrating with you”. I want you to all know that it means 
more than you will ever know.

Our new life together has been on overdrive as we have traveled 
almost every weekend lately for him to play Southern Gospel with 
the Representatives from as far as Oklahoma to small towns around 
the state. I have enjoyed every minute of it! And at least once a 
week, I hope for a concert at home and I am always requesting 
This Old Guitar, as that has become one of my favorites. I thank 
God everyday for this blessing of meeting my soul mate. Thank 
you again for celebrating with us!

So many changes in life, but one thing that stays consistent is 
the fact that each day we all grow and learn in some significant 
way. Recently, I attended KFBC on a Wednesday night and there 
just happened to be a special speaker; Jamie Winship. I had been 
struggling with understanding a certain situation and had been very 
prayerful about it. For months, God gave me a word that really 
made sense at the time for this particular situation. That word was 
“reconcile” and in my mind it should have been so easy for this 
to be accomplished. But it would have taken five individuals to 

“reconcile” this situation and three were apparently not on board 
with this simplistic word and the powerful healing it could have 
accomplished. I was very irritated to say the least that so much 
good could have been… well… reconciled. Why would God give 
me that word only for it to not produce goodness? But my answer 
came shortly after hearing this speaker in a place that just made 
sense to get the answer. Not only did I hang on most every word 
this man had to say about his missionary journeys, but I was so 
impressed with the work him and his wife had done in some of the 
most dangerous places on earth, I pulled up his name on YouTube 
and listened to him daily for weeks. I would like to share a few 
things I have learned. He shared that when you are in a situation 
where things do not make sense and you have been prayerful but yet 
are still confused, ask God (1) what He wants you to know. When 
I asked Him about this situation that I have used as an example, It 
was almost immediately clear to me that if the hearts were not right 
on an appropriate reconciliation with the situation in question, 
then the reconciliation could actually be emotionally dangerous 
for several people surrounding the situation. There had to be true 
repentance and surrender before there could be reconciliation. It 
so made sense!

Another talking point was (2) What does God want you to do? 
I had been praying about this situation for months and had no 
direction, but when I sought wisdom about what I was supposed to 
know the rest just fell into place.

If you get a chance to pull these messages up online, I hope they 
bless you as much as they have me. Life is full of hills and valleys 
and I get so inspired when something comes along that helps the 
navigation of our ever changing terrain.

As you read this issue that is filled with connections to your friends 
and neighbors, wisdom, and celebrations of your community, I 
hope it blesses your life in a significant way. As always, thank you 
for reading Searcy Living.
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A special thank you to Al and Carla Fowler 
for this photo that I love!
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Over the Counter

Sunscreen: 
Catching Some Rays Without Catching the Burn

Nathan Lamb, Pharm.D., Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS, Lana Gettman, Pharm.D.

 I f yOu’re like me, you enjoy the warmer temperatures 
that summer ushers in but not cooking to a red crisp in the 

summer sun. Sunburns are caused by ultraviolet radiation (UVR), 
and repeated exposure to UVR can lead to skin cancers. According 
to the Skin Cancer Foundation, skin cancer is the most common 
cancer in America, making up more cancer diagnoses than all other 
cancers combined. They also estimate that 1 in 5 Americans will 
develop skin cancer by age 70. Our best ally in the fight against 
skin cancer is sunscreen as daily use of SPF 15 or higher sunscreen 
can reduce the risk of squamous cell carcinomas, a type of skin 
cancer, by approximately 40%. 

The three types of UVR released by the sun are UVA, UVB, and 
UVC. UVA are considered the “aging rays” and can cause skin 
wrinkling. These are the type of rays typically used by tanning 
beds. UVB rays are associated with burning and UVC rays are 
the most dangerous, but are typically absorbed by the ozone layer. 
Exposure to sunlight is important for vitamin D production, but 
it should be noted that 5-20 minutes of sun exposure 2-3 times 
a week is enough for most people to produce a healthy level of 
vitamin D.

Sunscreen is vitally important in preventing sunburn, but 
selecting the correct sunscreen can be difficult. Sun protective 
factor (SPF) is a measure of how well a product protects against 
UVB rays and sunburn. SPF is not a reliable measure of UVA 
protection, so selecting a broad spectrum sunscreen is important 
to protect against UVA rays. SPF can be a bit tricky though, as 
SPF 15 sunscreen protects against approximately 93% of UVB 
rays while SPF 70 sunscreen protects against approximately 
98.6% of UVB rays, meaning that selecting a higher SPF might 
not offer much additional protection. This is especially true given 

that sunscreens should be reapplied frequently. There is no such 
thing as a truly waterproof sunscreen, instead they are labeled as 
either “water resistant” or “very water resistant.” Water resistant 
sunscreens should be reapplied every 40 minutes and very water 
resistant sunscreen should be reapplied every 80 minutes. The FDA 
recommends picking a broad spectrum sunscreen with a minimum 
SPF of 30 that is either water resistant or very water resistant. 
Selecting a cream-based formulation is important if you will be in 
the water as these sunscreens are most resistant to water removal. 
Sunscreens should be applied 15-30 minutes before UVR exposure 
and reapplied after swimming, toweling off, or extreme sweating.

Selecting the optimal sunscreen can be difficult but following 
these recommendations will allow you to have fun in the sun while 
minimizing the sun’s harmful effects, so get out there and enjoy the 
nice summer weather!  
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We  the People of the United states of america

RiveRview HigH ScHool junioR, Kianna Diong, 
has been nominated and accepted to attend the 
National Youth Leadership Forum on National Security 
in Washington, D.C. Diong will have the opportunity to 
learn “how America monitors potential threats, prepares 
for crises, and plans for peace.” After high school, Diong 
plans to join the US Air Force. This will give her the 
opportunity to gain a college education and pursue a 
career in the military or government. Diong says, “I want to 
push myself beyond my limits and serve my country doing 
so.” She has also been nominated to attend Girls State 
this summer and accepted into a FBI training program in 
the fall in Little Rock. Diong would like to thank all those 
who have donated toward her trip, especially the Searcy 
Rotary Club for the $1000 scholarship.

Photo below - Danesa Page (teacher), Kianna Diong, Amber 
Jones (school counselor), Irene Gray (Rotary member)
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Jacob’s Place recognized the Volunteer 
Efforts of Mark Carson at Recent Banquet

Barbara Carson with Noel Whitlock & flowers

wHat DiD tHiS event mean to me? A night to honor my 
late husband’s service to Jacob’s Place Homeless Mission – 
is this really happening?? A walk down memory lane, seeing 
pictures of him on a big screen while one of his closest friends 
beautifully summed up his life.  I feel the lump in my throat 
right now as I tried not to cry through the whole thing.  I knew 
Mark’s desire to make a difference in the lives of others, but 
did others see that in him? Yes!!

Becoming quadriplegic at the age of 19 (due to an auto accident) 
gave him an intimate understanding of what it’s like to feel “less 
than” a “normal person”- (whatever normal is). Lots of people 
experience devastating hardships, often due to no fault of their own, 
and feel “less than”. Mark had compassion for them.  His own heart 
was healed by God through faith in Jesus Christ.   Over time he 
became quite courageous. He discovered that he could be a blessing 
to others, not just a spectator.

In truth, rewards and accolades on earth are not what matter.  It’s 
the reward we receive in heaven that really matters.  Mark was 
motivated by his love for God which always translates into love 
for people and a desire to help them.  I knew how much effort he 
put into serving the homeless. When other people recognize and 
appreciate the sacrifices of my loved one, well, words are not 
sufficient to express my joy!  I thank ALL the board members, both 
current and former, who put this event together. And I especially 
want to thank Mat Faulkner for his genuine friendship with Mark as 
they served together and the heartfelt words he spoke that touched 
me so deeply. In honoring Mark, this event also honored me in a 
way I never expected!
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we hold  these T ru T H S  to be  self-evident

jaDyn RamSey, a SenioR at PangbuRn HigH ScHool, signed his letter of 
intent, committing to play basketball with Williams Baptist university on Monday, 
May 16.  The signing took place in front of the student body at Tiger Arena.

Jadyn was accompanied by his family as well as Coach Austin, Williams Baptist 
University Head Coach, Coach Jones, Pangburn High Boys Basketball Coach, and 

Coach Crisp, Pangburn Baseball and Golf Coach.  

“The grass is greener where you waTer iT.”
~unknown
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That all men are created equal

Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association® 7-8 attended White County Memorial Day services. Thanks to 
all that came to this day of honor and remembrance.

Those members attending pictured:
Jimmy Davidson, Bob Shoup, Ray & Tanya Marie Hacker, Marty & LaVonn Gustafson, Ricky Bartlet, Sherry 

& Tony Pini, Robert & Katrina Stanley,  Steve Pilkington, Bobby Hicks, Robert Lawson, Jimmy Prince, Richard 
Pruit, Jack & Jane Lindsey, dog Greta, Raymond Tapp, and Bill Morton.

This is a group of Combat Veterans, men & women who offered themselves to keep our country free.

K e e p I n g  o u r  c o u n t r y  F r e e
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They are endowed by their  cre ator  with certain unalienable rights

Treylon Burks Draft Party 

Treylon Burks and Shelby Pearlman

Macie Landis, Coach Pittman,  
and Micah Throckmorton 

Belle Burress and Karin Burress 

Shelby Pearlman, a resident 
of White County, is engaged 
to Treylon Burks. Treylon was 
recently drafted by the Tennessee 
Titans after his senior year 
with the Arkansas Razorbacks. 
These are a few photos of the 
Draft Party that Shelby’s family 
shared with us. Congratulations 
on your engagement Treylon and 
Shelby and congratulations to 
Treylon on your exciting future in 
football!
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Belle Burress, Coach Pittman,  
and Hallie Landis

Belle Burress Calling the Hogs with Coach  
and the draft party.
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“another elite dealer award. So thankful for the staff 
we have to make this possible year after year.”

Mickey henard
hEnard Foothills EquipMEnt

kubota® Elite Dealer AwardCongratulations!

Among these Are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness

congRatulationS amanDa HenaRD, 
administrator at unity Health - Searcy medical 

center, for being selected as a 40 under 40 
Honoree for 2022! We are honored to have your 

leadership and skills at unity Health.

While position never determines performance, performance ultimately 
determines position in life.

~Mark Sanborn
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That to secure these rights, governments  are instituted among men

Floyd Extension Homemakers 
Club hand made and donated 110 

aprons and our recipe books to the 
Seniors of Bald Knob, Pangburn, 
White County Central, Rose Bud, 

Riverside, Searcy, and Beebe High 
Schools. The Seniors completing 

the Home Economics unit received 
these gifts and a few teachers, too. 
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Ford Earns Banking School Accreditation

Paul w. baRRet, jR. gRaDuate ScHool of 
banKing in Memphis, Tennessee recently announced 
the graduation of Tammara Ford, Assistant Vice 
President and Office Supervisor for Merchants and 
Planters Bank. 

Sixty three students completed the three-year 
curriculum and graduated in the 2022 class. The school 
was held May 22-27 on the campus of Christian Brothers 
University in Memphis.  Brian Walhood, Chairman of the 
Board of Regents of Paul W. Barret, Jr. School of Banking, 
spoke at the graduation ceremony and congratulated 
the graduates on behalf of the Board.  

Paul W. Barret, Jr. Graduate School of Banking has 
been providing advanced banking education for more 
than 50 years, with a curriculum designed to provide a 
high degree of understanding of all commercial banking 
functions.  During the three-year program, graduates 
received over 130 hours of classroom instruction and 

prepared in-depth reports in eight areas of study.  
Approximately 223 financial industry professionals 
from twenty-seven states participated in the 2022 
session.

Merchants and Planters Bank would like to 
congratulate Tammara on this accomplishment, 
which adds to an already long list of impressive, 
professional accomplishments.  Tammara and her 
team of experienced bankers are located at 1621 West 
Beebe Capps Expressway in Searcy.  She may also be 
contacted by phone at 501 278-5502.

DerIVING  their  just  powers from the consent of the governed
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uNITeD,  there is  little we cannot do in a host of cooperative ventures.

Lance Oakes and Brad Morris promoted to Battalion Chief.
John Falwell, Cody Larque and Casey Howell promoted to Captain.

Brandon DeFoure, Levi Garrison, Hunter Heep and Drake Wilson 
promoted to Lieutenant.

congratulations to all that WErE proMotEd!
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ASk NOT  what your countr y can do for you – ask what you can do for your country.

Unity Health Associates Receive Outstanding Service Awards

SeveRal unity HealtH aSSociateS recently received the Outstanding Service Award. The award 
recipients were recognized for exceptional performance and going above and beyond in their work. 

Associates across the Unity Health system of hospitals and clinics were nominated by their peers.
The 2022 Outstanding Service Awards were presented to these 11 recipients during National Hospital Week:

Devin Hurst, BSN, RN, CMSRN, RN Charge, New Life Center
Tammy Corley, BSN, RN, SMSSRN, Nurse Educator

Whitney Evans, RN Charge, Same Day Services
Samantha Ramsey, Social Work, LCSW

Randy Baldridge, Stock Clerk, Materials Management
Shawnee Williams, Cardiopulmonary Technician, Cardiopulmonary
Tina Holder, Insurance Representative, Family Practice Associates

Neika Hastings, Licensed Dietitian, Assistant Dietary Director
Elizabeth Meade, LPN, Searcy Medical Center

Ashley Harvey, Radiology Technician, Searcy Medical Center
Ashley Williams, Office Representative, Neurology Clinic
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

there comes a time where you have to decide to move on. Once you’ve tried everything 
you know to do, have prayed earnestly about it, fasted faithfully, waited patiently for 
things to change, sought wise counsel, processed it, obsessively ruminated about it, 

wept about it, or even yelled in frustration about it, you will have to get on with moving 
on. You can’t do anything more about it because there’s nothing more to be done. For 

now, it is what it is. It is difficult, but not impossible, to choose to get off that treadmill 
(whatever aspect of life that may be) and start moving forward. It has to be intentional, 

it rarely happens otherwise. It might take a little time to get your bearings, find your 
feet, establish a new stride, and keep going —but with the help of the holy spirit, you 

will soar again, and you’ll end up wondering what took you so long.

~ ChriStine Caine
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

An error gracefully acknowledged is a victory won.
~ Caroline l. GaSCoiGne
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BY TANYA LeCkIe

Dinner
& a magazine

bit.ly/cookbettereatbetter

Check out my YouTube channel!

chocolate oatmeal  
no-Bake cookies

Wow, I wish I had a dollar for every batch of these 
I’ve ever made; I think I began making these on 
my own when I was maybe nine or ten years old.  
They’re so good! You make them on the stovetop in 
a large saucepan (so no heating the oven), and from 
start to finish you can count on making these in less 
than 20 minutes.  The only hard part is resisting the 
urge to eat them all before they cool.
1. Prepare a surface to drop the cookies onto and 
allow them to cool by placing a sheet of wax paper 
or parchment on a heatproof surface, such as a large 
cutting board or heatproof countertop.
2. In a large saucepan combine the sugar, cocoa and 
salt, and stir to mix well.
3. Add milk and butter; cook over medium heat, 
while stirring occasionally, until mixture comes to a 
boil.

4. Lower heat to medium-low and cook ONE 
MINUTE.
5. Remove pan from heat and add vanilla and peanut 
butter; stir to mix well.
6. Add oats right away and mix well.
7. Using the cookie dough scoop and working quickly, 
drop cookie mixture by scoop fulls onto the prepared 
surface, leaving a tiny amount of space between each 
one.
8. Allow to cool a bit and get firm before serving.  
Enjoy!  

sugar
2 c

(I use Zulka unbleached 
non-GMO sugar)

cocoa 
powder

4 Tbsp, 
unsweetened

real butter
1/2 c unsalted   

(1 stick)

peanut butter
1/4 c (the kind that is just 

peanuts and sea salt)

salt
1/2 tsp

milk
1/2 c

quick oats
3 1/2 c (not instant)

vanilla
1/2 tsp real
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

Rotary Golf Tournament
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Out & About Find yourself on .com

Rotary Golf Tournament
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Sgt. Brandon Moody

 a rMy national guard SpecialiSt Brandon 
Moody stood at attention, decked in camo from head 

to toe.  He thought the sand would never end.  It stretched 
to the horizon like an evaporated ocean.  The year was 2004 
and the 22-year-old military policeman had been assigned 
to a special detachment to guard the general in Iraq during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

If nothing else, it gave him ample time to think about what 
to do when he returned home to Arkansas in the United States.  
His factory job was unsatisfying.  But here, the work was more 
exciting. As a gunner, he rode in the turret of the hummer.  What 
if there was a way to take that excitement home? Where every 
day was not the same thing?

When Brandon returned home in 2005, he was promoted to 
National Guard Sergeant.   But more than that, he also had more 
clarity about what he wanted his everyday life to look like.  He 
had always wanted to be a police officer and was tired of waiting.   
He took the leap and applied.  In September of 2005, he got the 
call that he was waiting for - he was hired at the Searcy Police 
Department.

After completing the police academy and FTO program he 
became a patrolman.  He went on all kinds of calls.  Each day 
at work was something new.  It might be an easy day where he 
drove around and helped with minor problems, or it might be 
very exciting.  He loved the variety and the unexpected.  It was 
much better than being cooped up inside an office or factory all 
day where each day looked monotonously like the one before.

Brandon tried out all sorts of work in the police department.  
From patrolman, he went to narcotics, then came back to patrol, 

By Jennifer WeBB

recognizing
police 
Spotlight



followed by a short stint in investigations.  He stayed in training, always 
learning new skills and rising up to meet each new challenge.  His 
superiors noticed this and he was quickly promoted to patrol sergeant.

As a patrol sergeant, he has a corporal and four patrol officers under 
him.  Sgt. Moody has finally found his niche - to encourage the other 
younger officers, and help them reach their goals.  He loves seeing the 
young men and women under him grow in their skills and knowledge 
and blossom.  He rejoices when they get promoted, and he pushes them 
to keep learning the skills they need to reach their goals.

 He instructs them to call him when they are not sure what to do on a 
call.  They know that he is someone that they can rely on and that Sgt. 
Moody has their back.

“Sgt. Moody leads his shift by example.  not only is he 
always there for his officers, but he is not afraid to take calls 
for service to lighten the call load for officers on his shift as 

well as taking care of his own responsibilities as Sgt.”

-Searcy police chief Steve hernandez

The entire department took notice of his attitude and hard work.  In 
2021, he was voted Searcy Police Department Officer of the Year.  Sgt. 
Moody was probably the only one that was surprised by the award.  It 
is voted on by not just the officers, but ALL the people in the office 
including support staff.

For Sgt. Moody, it’s not about the awards, it’s about having the 
opportunity to serve the community, and the chance to make a difference 
in the lives of his officers.  He loves working in Searcy because the 
whole police department is like a big family and because of the support 
the police department gets from the community.    

“No matter where you’re at, you can do the job to the best 
of your ability.” 

-Sgt. Brandon Moody

 He maintains a low profile in his free time, working around the house 
or spending time with his sons, Jacob and Anderson, and his grandsons, 
Jayke (age 1) and Karter (age 2).   He has no complaints about his job.  
For Sgt. Moody, his spectacular record of service and going above and 
beyond to mentor and encourage the new officers is just his way of 
giving back to the community.

One of the things that he is most proud of is that his oldest son, Jacob, 
is following in his footsteps.  Jacob joined the National Guard after 
graduating from Des Arc High school.  He attended basic training at 
Fort Benning in Georgia.  When he returned, he started working for 
the Searcy Police Department first as an animal control officer until he 
turned 21.  After graduating from the police academy in 2021, he was 
proud to be hired as a patrolman.

Jacob works a different shift than his dad but loves it just as much.  
He enjoys the variety of the job and how every day is different.  He 
eventually hopes to work in the narcotics division, just as Sgt. Moody 
has.

His other son, Anderson, is only 9 and loves rollercoasters, swimming, 
and video games.  He hopes to become a veterinarian or a dentist.

Sergeant Moody is just one more example of what a difference one 
person can make in the lives of others and how fulfilling it can be to lift 
others up.  

Officer of the Year Award for 2021
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Sergeant Moody’s Patrol Shift (left to right)
Austin Cullum, Isom Wells, Rhett Valier, Haley Dinapoli, Sergeant Moody, Adam Sexton, Tyler Lisenbee

Son Jacob, his wife Jazmun, their sons Karter (left) and Jayke (right) Sergeant Moody with son Anderson
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Financial FOCUS

Investment or speculation?
CRyPTO:

But what’s really the difference between a speculator and an 
investor? Probably the main factor is the differing views of time. 
A true investor is in it for the long term, building a portfolio that, 
over many years, can eventually provide the financial resources 
to achieve important goals, such as a comfortable retirement. 
But speculators want to see results, in the form of big gains, 
right now – and they’re often willing to take big risks to achieve 
these outcomes.

There’s also the difference in knowledge. Investors know that 
they’re buying shares of stock in a company that manufactures 
products or provides services. But many speculators in 
cryptocurrency don’t fully comprehend what they’re buying – 
because crypto just isn’t that easy to understand. Cryptocurrency 
is a digital asset, and cryptocurrency transactions only exist as 
digital entries on a blockchain, with the “block” essentially 
being just a collection of information, or digital ledgers. But 
even knowing this doesn’t necessarily provide a clear picture to 
many of those entering the crypto world. 

In addition to time and understanding, two other 
elements help define cryptocurrency’s  

speculative nature:

• Volatility – Cryptocurrencies are subject to truly 
astonishing price swings, with big gains followed by enormous 
losses – sometimes within a matter of hours. What’s behind this 
type of volatility? Actually, several factors are involved. For one 
thing, the price of Bitcoin and other cryptocurrencies depends 
heavily on supply and demand – and the demand can skyrocket 
when media outlets and crypto “celebrities” tout a particular 
offering. Furthermore, speculators will bet on crypto prices 
moving up or down, and these bets can trigger a rush on buying 
and selling, again leading to the rapid price movements. And 
many purchasers of crypto, especially young people, want to see 
big profits quickly, so when they lose large amounts, which is 
common, they often simply quit the market, contributing to the 
volatility.

• lack of regulation – When you invest in the 
traditional financial markets, your transactions are regulated by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), and the firms 
with which you invest are typically overseen by the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority (FINRA). Other agencies are also 
involved in regulating various investments. These regulating 
bodies work to ensure the basic fairness of the financial markets 
and to prevent and investigate fraud. But cryptocurrency 
exchanges are essentially unregulated, and this lack of oversight 
has contributed to the growth of “scam” exchanges, crypto 
market manipulation, excessive trading fees and other predatory 
practices. This “Wild West” scenario should be of concern to 
anyone putting money in crypto.

The cryptocurrency market is still relatively new, and it’s 
certainly possible that, in the future, crypto can become more 
of an investment and less of a speculation. In fact, Congress is 
actively considering ways to regulate the cryptocurrency market. 
But for now, caveat emptor – “let the buyer beware.”  

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

WItH cryptocurrencIeS So mucH In tHe neWS, you might be wondering if you should invest in 
them. But “invest” may not be the right word – because, in many ways, cryptocurrencies, or “crypto” for 

short, are more speculation than investment.
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During the last few years, the financial worlD of stuDents has become very sophisticated. 
Once students earned money mowing lawns or babysitting. Now students enter the workforce, sometimes 
spending more hours on the job than they did in the classroom. Once a loan meant “borrowing ten dollars 
from dad.” Now students rack up debt on credit cards. In most cases, students are ill-prepared to face 
this sophisticated world because no one has given them the tools to understand the financial concepts 
necessary to make good financial decisions. That’s why Shannon Galyan, Gifted and Talented Coordinator 
and Facilitator, decided to apply for a grant through the Arkansas Securities Department Investor Education 
program to bring a financial literacy project to life in her GT classroom. Funds from this grant opportunity 
were used to purchase financial literacy curriculum and technology.

Pangburn Elementary’s Third, Fourth, 
Fifth, and Sixth grade GT students 
participated in a financial literacy unit 
presented by their teacher, Mrs. Galyan. 
This personal financial literacy unit not 
only taught students financial concepts, 
but allowed students to make simulated 
financial decisions and discover the 
consequences. Students dealt with realistic 
scenarios and financial data. They used 
the tools of finance including savings 
accounts, checking accounts, debit cards, 

and credit cards. Students were required to 
make informed decisions about purchases, 
loans, insurance, and retirement.

The unit began with the premise that 
the students were 18 years old and just 
finished high school. They were starting a 
journey that would begin with them being 
an independent 18 year old and hopefully 
end as a successfully retired 65 year old. 
Each student chose an identity card that 
described a fictitious person. The identity 
cards listed things like where they were 

born, likes and dislikes, character traits 
and personality traits. It was fun to see the 
reactions of the students when they received 
their identities. Some students received 
identities that they could relate to and 
others not so much. Each student created 
an identity profile from the information 
given on their card. Students could use 
their own name for their identity or use a 
different name. Some of the information 
on the identity profile was given on their 
card, but most of it they had to invent.

By shannon galyan
Gifted and Talented Coordinator/Facilitator

Pangburn School District

Financial Literacy at

Cardboard Corner

Working with  
Searcy Living Magazine  

to help teach my students 
financial literacy



52    Your Hometown Magazine

Students were given Help Wanted 
descriptions for minimum wage jobs. As 
an 18 year old just out of high school, 
their identities had not decided what they 
wanted to do. But, if they wanted to be 
independent, they needed to get a job. We 
talked about the pros and cons of each 
job they could apply for. Even though the 
pay would be the same, the hours, days 
and working conditions were different. 
Students completed a job application for 
a minimum wage job that best fit their 
identity. Once students received a job 
for their identity, they opened a checking 
and savings account (with a beginning 
balance), received an ATM/Debit card and 
cash to put in their wallet. We talked about 
how to use these accounts and the fees that 
can be charged like overdrafts and savings 
withdrawals.

Before students received their first 
paycheck, they had to figure out how much 
money their identity would earn per month 
working for minimum wage. Students 
figured their gross pay, payroll taxes, 
and net pay. Their expressions changed 
immensely from figuring gross pay to net 
pay. We talked about why we pay federal 

taxes, FICA, and Medicare. Students then 
received their first paycheck. Before they 
could cash or deposit their check, we 
talked about what expenses or bills they 
might encounter and how that affects 
their decision about what to do with their 
money. Students made their  decisions and 
they learned how to endorse the check, 
fill out a deposit slip, and record it in their 
checking and/or savings register.

Students were then introduced to fate 
cards. Fate cards presented actual events 
that are part of everyday living. Fate cards 
could either affect everyone or could be 
drawn by individual identities. Fate cards 
could be positive like “Your friend paid 
back the $25 you loaned him.” or “You 
babysat Friday night for your neighbor. 
They paid you $45.” Fate cards could also 
be negative, like ‘You wear stylish clothes 
with brand name labels. Debit $270.00.” 
or “You eat out or have takeout every meal 
this month. Debit $500.00.” Fate cards also 
addressed paying for their current housing 
and transportation needs. Students would 
actually get nervous when fate time was 
announced. They never knew what they 
would get, but always faced the outcomes 

“Creativity and knowledge 

were met with excitement 

and challenge...”
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with confidence. Writing checks, endorsing checks 
for deposit, and maintaining a register became a daily 
occurrence.

Once students got comfortable with handling fate cards 
and paying some bills, they were able to make decisions 
about purchasing a car. Students had to figure the cost of 
a new and used car of their choice including sales tax and 
registration fees. They also had to figure the cost of the 
car loan for each, with interest, to see what their monthly 
payments would be. Students were a little stressed when 
they had to decide on how much of their savings they 
wanted to use as a down payment.  It wasn’t easy letting 
go of that money. Just as they thought they had the car 
thing all figured out, they were informed that they had to 
purchase insurance,  budget fuel costs, and maintenance. 
This part of the unit was a little intimidating.

After months of learning about how to live making 
a minimum wage, students started to see how quickly 
their money went in and then out of their pockets. I 
thought I would throw a twist in the middle of the unit, 
and let the students learn about making a living as an 
entrepreneur. Although it was not part of the original unit 
that was planned, it became one of the most involved and 
enjoyable projects I have done with the GT kids. I asked 
students to come up with an idea for a business that they 
thought they could invest in for a living. Students began 
to brainstorm ideas.  What kind of store do I want? What 
products can I  sell?  How do I make or get a product 
to sell?  How much will I charge my customers for 
my product?  Creativity and knowledge were met with 
excitement and challenge in this phase of the financial 
literacy unit.

Continued on next page 

“This is Pangburn School. These are our teachers. 
This is what we do for our students, and each other, 

and I love it.”
-Shannon GaLyan
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Students created business plans, 
presented the plans to the “banker” 
[that was me] and applied for a business 
license for their store. Their business plans 
included their business idea, business 
name, target market and demographics, 
marketing strategies, pricing, and profit. 
From there the challenge grew as my ideas 
grew. As a little girl, I loved creating play 
houses out of cardboard boxes. My parents 
helped put together elaborate cardboard 
houses big enough to hold my play kitchen 
and doll beds. With that fond memory as 
inspiration, I asked the students to use 
their creativity and imaginations to build 
a lifesize storefront for their business 
out of a cardboard box. With a lot of 
brainstorming, we created the fictitious 
town of Cardboard Corner.

With excitement and of course buy-
in from the students’ parents, Cardboard 
Corner started evolving. In order to make 
Cardboard Corner as realistic as possible, I 
started soliciting as much help as I could. I 
must say that we have the best faculty and 
staff here at Pangburn School. We have 
great people who are always willing to 
pitch in and help, especially when it’s for 
our students. I asked our high school art 
teacher, Mrs. Mandy Clark-Russell, if she 
had some students who would be willing 
to paint the town backdrop buildings and 
she enthusiastically said yes. She was 

thrilled to get her art students involved and 
allow them to help the younger students. 
Mrs. Gabrielle Lamp and some of her 
elementary art students painted the rocks 
for our town backdrop. Mr. Brian Harris, 
our AG teacher, built one of the supports 
for the backdrop and Mr. Allen Figley, our 
8th grade math teacher who is handy, built 
the other support. Mrs. Devin Thomas, our 
elementary counselor, worked with me to 
make this dream project of mine a reality. 
I can’t thank those people enough for 
their willingness to help. This is Pangburn 
School. These are our teachers. This is 
what we do for our students, and each 
other, and I love it.

All K-6 teachers were invited to bring 
their classes to visit Cardboard Corner 
before we opened for business. I wanted 
the students to see the town, the stores, and 
the products for sale so they could decide 
on what they wanted to buy. I sent home 
a letter to the parents of our K-6 students 
explaining Cardboard Corner and listing 
the names of the stores, their products and 
pricing. This way, if parents wanted to send 
money for their child to shop, they would 
have an idea of what items were being sold 
and the cost of those items. On our opening 
day of business, Kindergarten, 3rd and 
4th grade which was approximately 180 
students, came ready to shop. Almost all 
of those students brought money to buy. 

“I also have to commend the parents of these GT students 
who worked so hard to bring their child’s ideas to life.”
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If you’ve ever shopped on Black Friday, just imagine that times 
10! Several of the businesses sold out. With the excitement of one 
more day of selling, students and their parents responded quickly 
with restocking their stores. On the second day of business, 1st 
grade, 2nd grade and 5th and 6th grades came to shop with almost 
the same intensity as day one, but we had made a few adjustments 
to manage the flow of operations. At the end of the two days of 
selling, the GT students raised $1261.00. Needless to say, this 
experience was more than we could’ve imagined. I’m so proud of 
these students and their efforts.

I also have to commend the parents of these GT students who 
worked so hard to bring their child’s ideas to life. These storefronts 
were built at home and a lot of time and effort went into planning 
and creating these. The time these parents spent with their son 
or daughter may have been a little frustrating at times trying to 
figure out how to make things work just right, but the positive 

comments I received 
from their parents 
was overwhelming. 
One dad said this 
was the most fun 
he has ever had 
working on a school 
project, even though 
their front porch 
may be pink for a 
while after painting 
his daughters Sweet 
Shop. Another 
parent commented 
that this was great 
for the kids. Building 

something, coming up with an idea and seeing it through, and 
then getting to experience the joy of success when their products 
practically sold out! What a big lesson in hard work and taking 
smart risks! I’m so proud of these GT kids! More and more of 

“I believe the earlier we teach 
kids about money and how to 

handle money, the better they 
will understand how to put that 

money to use.”

Continued on next page 
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these comments came from parents and 
grandparents that attended the Parent Night 
at the end of Cardboard Corner. Once 
again, this is Pangburn School and these 
are our students and parents. We all take 
pride in what we do here. I’m so thankful 
to be a part of this school, teach these great 
kids, and work in this community.

To tie Cardboard Corner to the financial 
literacy aspect, students had to add up their 
individual total sales from their receipts. 
From there, they took that amount and 
figured up how much they made per hour 
and we applied that to what they could 
make in a week and then a month if sales 
remained steady. The bank then issued 
them a check based on their sales to deposit 
into their checking or savings account.

Now that students experienced what 
it’s like to be an entrepreneur, it was time 
to get back to complete the unit of study. 
We discussed the increase in costs since 
the beginning, and the benefits of getting 
a better paying job. Students helped their 
identity decide on a salaried job. Once again, 
they filled out a job application including 
their job experience and employment 
history. Students received a notice of their 
new salaried job, and calculated their new 

monthly payroll. Students compared the 
cost of different health plans and chose one 
they felt met their identity’s needs. Fate 
cards were still dealt, but vacation plans 
and student loan payments for some, and 
saving for retirement were added. Credit 
cards were introduced along with lessons 
on how to use them wisely. With a higher 
paying job, students were able to search 
for a house, decide on a down payment, 
compute monthly payments, and plan for 
extra housing costs like closing costs and 
hazard insurance.

I wanted the students to experience 
different options for work and earning a 
living. I wanted them to appreciate each 
experience and have a better understanding 
of money and how it is used in everyday 
life. I believe the earlier we teach kids 
about money and how to handle money, the 
better they will understand how to put that 
money to use. We work to provide for our 
families. We pay our bills and taxes like 
responsible citizens. We can work hard to 
save for things like giving to charities or 
a nice vacation. We also have times that 
are hard because the car breaks down and 
we have to pay for repairs, we get sick and 
can’t go to work, or we might even lose a 

“I wanted them to appreciate each experience and have a better 
understanding of money and how it is used in everyday life.”



in the fall, i will be teaching Dave ramsey’s foundations in 
Personal finance curriculum to all of the 5th and 6th graders 
at Pangburn school. this is made possible through a generous 
donation from searcy living magazine. they are sponsoring the 
curriculum for our school so we can equip our students with the 
tools they need to make smarter money decisions. i’m looking 
forward to working with searcy living magazine and ramsey 
education sponsorship advisors to make this a meaningful 
experience for our middle school students at Pangburn. if you, 
or your business, would like to sponsor a personal finance 
curriculum for a school go to ramseysolutions.com/sponsorships 
to see how to become a sponsor.  

job. How we financially handle those situations is what we need to 
be instilling in our kids.

This experience was more than I could’ve imagined. As with 
any big dream this project would not have gotten off the ground 
without help and support from the administration, staff, parents 
and our students. Thank you to everyone who supported this 
project, our program, and our kids.

In the fall, I will be teaching Dave Ramsey’s Foundations in 
Personal Finance curriculum to all of the 5th and 6th graders 
at Pangburn School. This is made possible through a generous 
donation from Searcy Living magazine. They are sponsoring the 
curriculum for our school so we can equip our students with the 
tools they need to make smarter money decisions. I’m looking 
forward to working with Searcy Living magazine and Ramsey 
Education sponsorship advisors to make this a meaningful 
experience for our middle school students at Pangburn. If you, or 
your business, would like to sponsor a personal finance curriculum 
for a school go to ramseysolutions.com/sponsorships to see how to 
become a sponsor.  

“Thank you to everyone who 
supported this project, our 

program, and our kids.”
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“The number 8 in the Bible 
signifies new beginnings. It 
was a long and sometimes 
very weary haul, but do not 
get tired in waiting, because 
God works all things out for 
those who love Him.”
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When Christine came to me about putting our wedding in Searcy 
Living, I said “Us? Really?” She assured me yes and that I needed 
to write a little something to go with the pictures. Well, I love to 
write, but if you know me from social media, I have a hard time 
just telling the good. You have to know the bad, to know how good 
‘the good’ part is, right? I am also not the best at keeping things 
short and sweet, but I will attempt.

So here goes.
In May of 2014, I entered the world of single mom-hood after 

my daughter had just turned two years old. After seeing what 
the dating world had to offer, to say I was discouraged was an 
understatement. It’s a foot of mildewed water in a sun-damaged 
plastic pool out here. If you know, you know.

During my long (I repeat LONG) bout of singleness, God and 
I had several conversations. Why me? Where was I missing the 
mark? How did all these other people find someone ‘so easily’ (or 
so it seemed)? I eventually ended up doing what all the self-help 
gurus suggest and that’s “write a list” of what you are looking for.

In the note section of my phone, I typed qualities that I wanted 
in someone. I no longer have the list, because I got discouraged 
after YEARS of it being in my phone and no results, so I deleted 
it during a fit of lonely rage. It was a much more detailed version 
of this, but in short:

Tall, handsome, and loves Jesus.
And if I’m being fully transparent, I also stated in that list, “He 

lets me be the star.” If you know me personally, you know I’m 
the show. I’m also the thunder. Do NOT steal either. (Insert laugh 
here.)

There came a point that I was no longer concerned with dating. 
I work full-time. I was on my church worship team (Shoutout 
to Kensett FBC). I went back to school to finish my bachelor’s 
degree. I bought a home for me and my daughter. I was busy and 
we were living our best lives.

My phone was on its deathbed and I headed over to Verizon to 
get the latest and greatest new phone. When I walked in, there 
stood one tall drink of water and his name was Jonathan Woods. 
Now I knew Jon because 15 years prior we worked together at 
Docs Grill. We didn’t know each other well, because Jon was on 
the shy side and not a talker…tall drink of water and not a talker…
can ya’ll see the potential? To keep this story short, I left with 
my fancy phone and didn’t talk to him for 7 months. Then we 
reconnected again by way of social media and we went on a date, 
and another one, and another one.

New Year’s Eve of 2019, he asked me if I had plans. I said if you 
want to hang out with me, you’ll have to come to church because 
we do a big worship service at midnight and I’m singing…

Now, I should give some backstory on Jon. Jon’s dad had passed 
away, but was a former pastor and Jon carried a lot of church hurt 
from things that had happened to his father. Jon had mostly steered 
clear of any church since he had been an adult and could make the 
choice to not go.

So, he came to church on New Year’s Eve and then he showed up 
again… and again. I asked him what was different about Kensett 
and he said, “It’s like a breath of fresh air, people had tattoos and 
wore flip flops, and the spirit moved me more there than anywhere 
I’ve ever visited.”

April 18th, 2021, Jon was saved and baptized.
June 13th, 2021, he overcame major stage fright and played bass 

in our worship band for the first time. As I write this, he has been 
playing in the band, exactly a year today.

In early 2022, he recorded in a studio for the first time and on 
February 22, 2022, he got down on one knee in that same studio.

And on May 20, 2022, I sealed the deal with my tall, handsome, 
Jesus-loving man in front of 200 cheering friends and family.

I will leave you with this note. You will notice the timeline in this 
story is 8 years to the month. The number 8 in the Bible signifies 
new beginnings. It was a long and sometimes very weary haul, but 
do not get tired in waiting, because God works all things out for 

Wedding Story
WoodSthe

By Erica Ledbetter Woods
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those who love Him. AND if you’re extra patient, He might just put 
the icing on the cake with someone who not only lets you be the star, 
but WANTS you to be the star.

We have so many people to thank for helping us with our wedding. 
Holly Dickerson (Owner of Art with Air) delivered a stunning version 
of “Black Tie Glam”. On top of her beautiful balloon arches, she is 
also a wedding and event planner extraordinaire. My Aunt Becky 
and Uncle Duane Handly made my jewelry bouquet with pieces from 
my grandmothers’ collections. Leisa Campbell with Leisa Marie 
Photography took gorgeous pictures for us and there were a plethora 
of family and friends who helped pull everything together.  

Hair/Makeup: Michelle Holloway with Haven Salon &  
Lainey Ellis with Rock Salon

Dress: Buffie’s All the Rage
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Preserving

For the Future

By Maryn raMey

By the time the sun rises, Dana Stewart has already been up for hours. She wakes before the rest of the 
world to take care of the one-hundred and fifty “mama cows” that live on her family’s farm. Dana is a sixth generation 
cattle farmer. Her family has owned the land for over a century, so when it comes to preserving the farm for the future, 
she takes it very seriously. Greatly involved in the White County Farm community and the agriculture industry across 
the state, she spends a lot of her time advocating for farms. 

Because of her frequent involvement, some people she knew 
from Arkansas Farm Bureau recommended that she apply to 
be one of ten people in the country to be in the American Farm 
Bureau Partners in Advocacy Leadership Program, or PAL. After 
an application, a few letters of reference, and an interview, they 
chose her. She will be participating in the program for two years 
with other people from all walks of agriculture.

The two year long leadership program consists of different 
kinds of modules. Dana is currently in preparation for the first 
of these modules, one that she is greatly looking forward to. By 
completing these modules, she is moving forward in her advocacy 
and becoming more prepared to do what she loves to do: educate 
others on the realities of farmers in the country. She is especially 
looking forward to the first module coming up in June. The module 
is in New York City, and covers sustainability and climate change.

“ninety-eight percent of farms are family-
owned. We are more interested than anyone 

about preserving the land for the next 
generation.”

- Dana steWart

Dana knows that many are fed misinformation about farming 
and that people like her - who witness farming firsthand - need 
to step up and begin to combat rumors about farming and the 
environment.

She is also planning many other travels through the program. 
She will go to Washington D.C.,  St. Louis, and even international 

locations. Other modules will educate about consumers, global 
perspectives, and how legislation affects agriculture. 

Dana has encountered many people who immediately think of 
insurance when she brings up the Farm Bureau. She tells them that 
while that is a part of the Bureau, at its core is advocacy. She is 
most looking forward to the challenge of it all. The program assigns 
them “homework” that can take up a different amount of time each 
week. The skills they learn through these modules and assigned 
projects range from working in the field of agriculture to getting 
involved in the technical business. She is learning everything from 
how to communicate with 
legislators to how to film 
educational videos about 
topics in agriculture.

Dana’s life as a farmer 
comes with a fair share of 
challenges alongside the 
joy it brings her. One of 
the biggest issues facing 
farmers right now are the 
unpredictable weather 
and the price of products 
going up. “It’s more than 
just cows eating grass in a 
field, the sum of everything 
(feed, fuel, vaccinations, 
etc.) adds up.” The expense 
is why a lot of farms are 
smaller and family-owned, 
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and why the tenants often have another source of income. “A lot 
of people take jobs off the farm to get healthcare; they continue  
farming because they are passionate about it.”

Her family strives to give their animals a high quality of life. 
“We care for the animals and want them to have a good life while 
they are in our herd .” Dana believes farm life to be an excellent 
foundation for children. Her twelve-year-old daughter, Jewel, 
completes chores on the farm both before and after school, and 
her nine-year-old son, Henry, loves being outdoors and helping 
with the cows.  Dana recognizes the unique experience that her 
children are having, and it further drives her to advocate for 
farming families everywhere.

Dana knows that farming can be a sacrifice at times, such as 
having to brave all weather conditions to make sure the cattle 
stay safe and comfortable or never getting an entire family 
vacation together. “We don’t take full family vacations; someone 
always has to stay home with the cows.” She knows that the 
positives outweigh the negatives, and stands by the fact that the 
responsibility and work ethic her children are learning from this 
foundation is an incredible thing.

Dana wants everyone to know that farming is far more complex 
than most people realize and that no one is working harder than 
them to improve the industry. “I want people to know that for 
many, farming is a family business. At the end of the day, there 
is a farmer that cares about growing food for people and wants 
to preserve the land for the next generation. Farmers want to 
share their stories and work with policymakers to ensure a good 
future for agriculture. Arkansas’ biggest industry is agriculture, 
adding around $16 billion to the state’s economy annually,  so it 
is vital to advocate for agriculture in our state .”  

Dana received the stanley e. reed 
Leadership award from arkansas  

Farm Bureau. 
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 P ractices are in full swing for the newly-formed 
White County Community Band under the direction 

of co-directors Trey Reely and Mike Chance. Trey Reely 
retired three years ago as the band director at Riverview 
after a 34-year career, and Dr. Michael Chance retired after 
43 years of teaching, 21 as a high school band and orchestra 
director in Texas, and 23 as the director of the Harding 
University band and orchestra. 

Trey and Mike talked several times before their retirements 
about forming a community band once they retired because the 
time and effort of doing this while working full-time would 
be too difficult. Then the pandemic hit and delayed the launch 
for two summers. However, now that things are finally getting 
started, the response has been overwhelmingly positive with 
over sixty area musicians signing up.

Searcy has had a community band before, last performing 
in 2007, but it seemed best to start from scratch and choose a 
name that was more representative of the members of the band. 
There are currently members from not only Searcy, but Rose 
Bud, Pangburn, Bald Knob, Bradford, Kensett, Judsonia, and 
Beebe. They also have members from outside the county who 
drive from Wynne, Cabot, and Malvern.

The band will perform a mix of marches and patriotic 
selections on Saturday morning, July 2 at the Searcy courthouse 
during the Farmer’s Market and then again Monday, July 4th at 
the Searcy Events Center during Searcy’s United We Stand 4th 
of July celebration.

It’s too late to join the group for these concerts, but anyone 
interested should like and follow the White County Community 

Band Facebook page for future plans and opportunities to join. 
Adults of all ages and experience are welcome; there are two 
members this year who are in their 80s. High school students in 
grades 10-12 can join if they are proficient on their instrument 
and recommended by their band director. There are tentative 
plans to begin next April and have had three concerts between 
May and July 4. The group is hoping to have a jazz band and 
smaller ensembles that are able to perform at community events 
around the county.  

Striking Up
BandThe

in White County

“....the response has 
been overwhelmingly 

positive...”
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 “practices are in full swing for the newly-
formed White County Community Band 

under the direction of co-directors trey 
reely and Mike Chance.”
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First Baptist Church of Judsonia

On JUly 4, 1872, First Baptist Church of Judsonia was established. In the handwritten minutes of Judson University, located 
in Judsonia, an entry was made that read “Request from the First Baptist Church of Judsonia for use of Academy for public 
worship...granted ”, and thus began a one hundred fifty year march of the soldiers of God, that would encounter many wondrous 
blessings as well as hardships and unimaginable trials.

After receiving permission from the Board of Trustees, the 
church would meet on the university campus from 1872 to 1885. 
The first four pastors of the church were also leaders from the 
university, dividing their attention between the church and college.

When Judson 
University closed 
doors for the last 
time in 1883, the 
church felt the need 
of a meeting place 
of its own. Once 
again the soldiers of 
God would march 
on. Construction 
of a new church 
building was begun 

in 1884. This was a pay as you go process: When money ran 
out, the building stopped until further funds were available. The 
building was nearing completion in 1885, and 
the church began meeting there. The formal 
dedication service was not held until 1891 
when the building was completed and paid for 
in full. The building was designed and most of 
the carpentry work done, by Judson Browning. 
It was a two story white frame structure with 
exposed beams in the ceiling. It remained the 
church’s meeting place until 1949 when it was 
torn down to make room for a new church 
building.

The new church building was completed in 1950 at a cost of 
$50,000. The building was a beautiful cross-gabled, colonial 
style building constructed of gray Batesville stone, with a steeple 
approximately 80 feet tall. It was easily the tallest and most beautiful 
structure in town. This building only served as the church meeting 
place until 1952. On March 21, 1952 a powerful F4 tornado roared 
through Judsonia, killing 44 people and injuring many others. Eight 
church members were killed and most members were affected in one 
way or another. Many families were left with injured or deceased 
members and had no shelter, clothing, food or transportation. The 
town was completely paralyzed. The church building suffered 
total loss. Several long time members of the church believe that 
none of the eleven stained glass windows were broken. There is 
no confirmation of this belief, but there is compelling evidence 
that the “Good Shepherd” stained glass window that is above the 
baptistry was unbroken. As the wounded, weary members came 
to view the church destruction, they would be able to view the 
Shepherd with one little lamb held close to His heart, still standing 

in beauty. As they saw the staff held in the 
other hand, did they remember that David 
said, “Your rod and Your staff they comfort 
me?” Perhaps they were reminded of the 
passage in Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know 
the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” It is certain that 
the hand of God was at work even during 
the storm or this beautiful picture of hope 
and assurance would have been destroyed 

By liz Tate

150Celebrating Y ears

Judson university

First Baptist 
ChurCh - 

1884
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or damaged. Prior to the storm, the church had raised the level of 
insurance on the building. The members faced many difficult tasks 
as they tried to move on with their lives, but funds to rebuild would 
not be one of them. Some would call this a coincidence, but the 
church believes it was God acting in His wisdom and mercy that 
caused the church to increase the insurance coverage. Even in this 
time of great distress, the soldiers of God in faithfulness marched on. 
The church was made up of saints, not perfect people, just forgiven. 

These saints had hearts that were surely broken and eyes that cried 
many tears. But saints they were, and were able to look to God for 
direction. They would find whatever their hands could do, and do 
it with all their might for their Lord and King. They were battered 
and torn but never forsaken. For several weeks after the storm, the 
church was not able to meet for a lack of a meeting place. The 
church’s first business meeting after the storm was in May, 1952. 
They then elected a building committee to make plans to rebuild 
the church and parsonage. The church was built on the foundation 
of the previous building. The church building and parsonage were 
completed in 1953. In 1960 an educational building was erected 
to house the Preschool and Children’s departments. In 2009 the 
church completed a new Ministry Activity Center. This allowed 
the church more opportunities of service. The building includes a 
kitchen, gym, several classrooms, houses the church’s food pantry, 
and added much needed storage space.

The church has persevered through two World Wars, two 
Pandemics, the Great Depression, and the complete destruction of 
the church building by a tornado. Surely the soldiers of God who 
refused to stop their march are to be commended.

The small group of God’s soldiers who began Judsonia First 
Baptist Church could not possibly have foreseen the great number 
of people who would respond in this place to the calling of Jesus. 
There is no way of knowing how many residents of Judsonia or 
the surrounding area would have lives forever changed here. They 
couldn’t know that seven foreign missionaries would go out from 
the church to serve as witnesses to God’s goodness and mercy 
to a people of another land. In the one hundred fifty years since 
the conception of the church, fifty one men of God have served 
as pastors of the church. Thousands of children and youth have 
learned of God in this place. Adults of all ages have had their lives 
forever changed by the grace and mercy of the loving God that the 
church was established to serve.

After the tornAdo of 1952

“The church has persevered 
through two World Wars, 
two Pandemics, the Great 

Depression, and the complete 
destruction of the church 

building by a tornado. surely 
the soldiers of God who 

refused to stop their march are 
to be commended.”
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If you drive down Judson Avenue today, you will see the 
beautiful gray Batesville stone building with a steeple that seems 
to be reaching to the heavens. On a Sunday morning you can 
hear the bell that once called Judson University students to class 
as it calls the church to worship. The stained glass windows still 
sparkle in the sunlight. Should you choose to join them, you will 
find a class where you can grow in knowledge and wisdom. In 
worship you will hear them singing praises to their God with joy 
and thanksgiving. You will hear a message to encourage you on 
your journey.

As the church observes its 150th anniversary in 2022, we 
give thanks to God who always remains faithful and provides. 
The soldiers of God must march on, striving to keep the light of 
Christ shining in an increasingly dark and lost world. Until God 
in His infinite wisdom comes to rapture the church and take His 
children to Him, may the soldiers of God march on.  

“as the church observes its 150th anniversary 
in 2022, we give thanks to God who always 

remains faithful and provides.”



did you know life is yours to be spent?
How are you spending your day?

today is a part of your journey of life,
are you letting today slip away?

today, have you talked with the Master?
Have you asked Him what it is you should do?
When the shadows of night turn to darkness,

will you say, “God i followed you”?
Will your day be much about nothing?

Will sadness find you at days end?
Will your night prayer be one of repentance?

Knowing you’ve failed your savior again?
God says in His book of instructions,
there is work you were created to do.
if you seek Him early in the morning,
He will give those instructions to you.

the savior is patiently waiting.
He has good plans for your life now.

if you will turn to Him for His guidance,
He will show you the when, where, and how.

While It Is Yet Day
By Liz tate 
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Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas 
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can 
obtain one through direct purchase from the 
Department of Finance and Administration. 

Show your support for life and 
help raise money at the same time!

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the 
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!

God gives His hardest battles to 
His strongest soldiers.

KeeP Your heAD uP.
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Daughters & Sons of the Other Side Golf Tournament

Out & About Find yourself on .com
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cDl acaDemy oPeneD itS DooRS in the Searcy area 
three months ago and is proud to serve White County and 
surrounding areas.  The professional team of instructors 
and owners take personal pride in their ability to train the 
best drivers for the road or in-town delivery.

Arkansas needs over 3,000 truck drivers immediately 
to transport goods across the State and to other parts of 
our country.  Max Avery, Founder of CDL Academy states, 
“The career of truck driving has  can give previous felons 
the ability to have an incredible, well paying job to support 
their families and be a tax-paying citizen.”

Dennis Sights, partner of CDL Academy and his co-
partner, Billy Pemberton, have been involved in the truck 

driving industry for over a decade.  Mr. Sights stated, “A 
valid driver’s license is basically all one needs to take 
the four week class and begin their truck driving career.  
We see very few students who quit prior to receiving 
their license and being recruited by a truck driving firm. 
Recruiters visit our classes during the second week and 
propose employment to students so that the majority of the 
students are graduating with a contract for work in hand.  
It is exciting to watch them realize their new success.”

For further information about applying to CDL Academy, 
call 1-479-259-1806. CDL Academy has truck driving 
schools in White, Pulaski and Sebastian Counties. 
www.cdlacademy.net  

CDl Truck Driving School Opens 
In Searcy Area

FatHer Lou Franz endoWment
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Dennis Sights, partner of CDL Academy
Billy Pemberton, co-partner of CDL Academy
Renie Rule, Director of Community Relations 

for Restore Hope
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By Judith A. Colvin

© 1985.  Used with permission.

Rebel Child

 you keep on running

 your heart is crying

 yet you won’t come home

Rebel Child

 you’ve tried it all

 and found in it nothing

 you’re all alone

Rebel Child

 you’ve hurt those who

 love you

 you’ve hurt yourself

 even more

Rebel Child

 I’m here for you

 but, you must open

 up that door

Rebel Child

 lay down your anger

 from hurts all in the

 past

 Walk with me my

 Rebel Child

 where you’ll be

 safe at last

Chorus: Running, crying, hurt, alone,

  my Rebel Child

  Please Come Home

Rebel Child



SearcyLiving.com    81

What do you do when you have a teenager that is rebellious?

The only thing I could think to do was go to the Lord and 
that is what I did. Psalm 86:6-7

We had been getting along very well, but of course we had 
to have an argument. She got angry at me and being 18, went 
to stay with some friends. I wasn’t worried but was not happy 
about it.

It was 1985, I was a bookkeeper and worked in an office 
upstairs by myself. I was a single mom since 1970, whose ex 
lived out of state, and only saw the kids once or twice a year.

So, I was on my way to work…talking to the Lord…
HELP! Proverbs 3:5-6

It was then the words came into my mind “Rebel Child”…I 
said yes, that’s what she is.

I got to work, went upstairs to my office and worked until 
lunch time. I had lunch and as I was sitting there the words 
once again came to my mind “Rebel Child”. I kept writing as 
the Lord gave me the words.

When I got home, I called my daughter, and asked her if 
she would meet me for breakfast. She said yes. The next day 
we met and had breakfast. After eating I told her that the Lord 
had given me a poem for her. I told her I brought it with me…
and began to read it to her. When I got to the end, I said, “Will 
You Come Home?”

She said Yes, and did. Psalm 92:1

The Lord answers our prayers in different ways…he knows 
how to reach our kids, even when we don’t. Trust HIM, HE 
listens and loves us and our kids.

Judith A. Colvin-Ellsworth  

The Story of Rebel Child…
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aPPrecIaTIon 
day

By Tammy dawson, M.ed.
administrator

crossPointe Preparatory

everyone PoSSeSSeS The caPaBILITy To Be a hero. Most heroes are ordinary people whose hearts have 
been stirred to perform extraordinary actions in service for others. White county has many quiet heroes that 
go unnoticed by the mainstream of life but are the lifeline for generations to come. Showing appreciation to 
some unsung heroes of our community was the overarching goal of two different groups of people. While 
there are numerous masked community champions, both felt called to recognize an often-overlooked group 
of heroes: foster families. Little did charlie and Gloria adcock and crossPointe Preparatory know that God 
would orchestrate the collaboration of their common goal: to serve and show honor to individuals who work 
tirelessly to provide a safe and loving home for children in crisis.

Mr. Adcock has always felt a calling to help children who, for a 
period of time, cannot live with their parents for various reasons. 
Because of personal experience that he found himself in as a young 
boy, he understood the need for a loving environment that offers 
second chances and provides families in crisis the services they 
need to heal and become whole again. Adcock knew the vitally 
important role a foster family plays in the life of a child and was 
compelled to show gratitude to those willing to step up and make 
a difference. He knew his efforts would need to involve others to 
make it work. But who?

CrossPointe Preparatory intentionally encourages and equips 
servant leaders to make a positive impact in the community. 
Their focus is for every student to believe that they can make a 
difference, therefore students are encouraged to be courageous and 

get off the sidelines and on to the front line to impact the world 
through action. As part of leadership training CrossPointe was 
awarded an $8,000 sponsorship from Searcy Chick-fil-A owner, 
Matthew Harbin, for the 7th -12th grade students to go through 
the Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy. Mrs. Joanna Nix organized 
and led monthly meetings engaging students, exposing them 
to ways they could make a difference, and then equipping them 
with the tangible tools for their leadership journey.  Over the 
school year CPP students learned the value of collaboration and 
that ideas demand action. The students had the opportunity to put 
their classroom learning into practice with their self-decided and 
directed “Do Good December” project of holding three different 
drives- a hats, scarves, and mittens drive, a canned food drive, 
and a toy drive to help local families in need over the holidays. 

Fo
ster

Fa mily
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After seeing the success of working together to make a difference in 
December, their passion for service was ignited as they continued 
to put the leadership principles they had learned toward their 
capstone impact project. Their desire was to encourage and show 
appreciation to individuals who quietly take in our most vulnerable 
children - caregivers who nurture and provide safe havens to 
children traumatized by life events; this often thankless service is 
vital to cultivating a healthy community. For their impact project 
the students wanted to host an appreciation day event that would 
require a safe place, capital, and manpower. They knew they had the 
manpower and felt confident that they could write for grant money, 
but needed to locate a safe place to hold the event. But Where?

God orchestrated the connection that Mr. and Mrs. Adcock and 
CrossPointe Preparatory needed to make their vision a reality.  
Successfully teaming up, the Adcocks and CrossPointe Preparatory 
held a Foster Family Appreciation Day recently at the Adcock’s 
property.  Funding to provide food, bounce houses, games, and gift 
bags to every foster family was a combined effort. CPP wrote for 
and received $1,500 grant money from the ADDO foundation and 
Mr. Adcock gathered donations from the following local business: 
Charlie’s Paint and Body Shop, Covington Classic Colors, Curtis 
Laser Clinic, Dent Corp., First Security Bank, Oasis Car Wash, Pro 
Tire, Qwik Way, Truman Baker Body Shop, Charles Adcock, and 
Matthew Harbin of Chick-Fil-A. The Foster Family Appreciation 
Day provided families that selflessly serve children who have need 
of 24/7 love and care, an afternoon of fun activities for the children 
to participate in, a safe place to gather and visit with other families 
on this journey, a meal that they didn’t have to prepare, and a bag 
of items- including gift cards to various eating establishments and 
a first aid kit to say that we appreciate what they are doing. Many 
thanks go out to all those who helped make this Impact Project 
possible.

The children in our community deserve stability and love, and 
those who are willing to provide that through fostering are our 
unsung heroes. May all those who read this article be inspired to 
actively make a difference in our community by giving time or 
money to defend a moral cause or help someone in need. May 
everyone understand that each person’s pulse is a part of humanity’s 
heartbeat. Heroes like foster parents circulate the life force of 
goodness in our veins. What the world needs now is more heroes. 
According to the Arkansas Division of Children and Family Services 
Annual Report Card for Fiscal Year 2021, at the end of 2021 year 
there were 4,854 children and youth placed in Arkansas foster care. 
https://humanservices.arkansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/ARC-
SFY-2021-FINAL.pdf  If you’re interested in becoming a foster 
parent, please reach out to Sparrows Promise, ABC Homes, The 
Call, or Children’s Home, Inc.

Thank you foster families for being heroes in White County. Mr. 
Adcock and CrossPointe desire to make Foster Family Appreciation 
Day an annual event to encourage and show gratitude to our foster 
families who truly make a difference in the lives of children.  

a special thank you for the donation of 
$1,600.00 that was donated to The Imagine and 

Believe Foundation for their diaper fund.
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“The Foster Family appreciation day provided families that selflessly 
serve children who have need of 24/7 love and care, an afternoon of 
fun activities for the children to participate in, a safe place to gather 
and visit with other families on this journey, a meal that they didn’t 
have to prepare, and a bag of items- including gift cards to various 
eating establishments and a first aid kit to say that we appreciate 
what they are doing. Many thanks go out to all those who helped 

make this Impact Project possible.”



The Imagine & Believe Foster Care & Adoption Boutique is simply a place 
dedicated for use in helping foster & adoptive families, and sometimes emergency 
situations. Our awesome Searcy Living readers bring in donations, enabling foster/adopt 
parents to be able to ‘shop’ for what they need for foster and adopted children at no cost. 

Our office is the drop off location and is located at 812 S. Main Street in Searcy.  We 
welcome gently used or new items. Thank you, Searcy, for your generosity and time 
spent to support the Foster/Adoption Care Boutique!
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foundation

&
Our dream is that no foster or 
adoptive family will ever walk 

the journey alone.

about us

The Boutique

Donation Drop-off

Charitable Giving

Community Support
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Imagine a world where every child has a safe loving home.
Believe it can happen!

wish list

  Size 4, 5, and 6 Diapers

  Baby Shampoo (always)

  Toothpaste and Tooth Brushes

  Girls / Boys 3T and 4T

  Lots of prayers for the  
       children we serve.

Our main mission is to let 
 foster and adoptive parents 

know they are loved and 
cherished by the community.

donations are welcomed & appreciated

clothing:
Searcy Living office
812 S. Main St.
Searcy, AR 72143

checks:
The Imagine & Believe Foundation
P.O. Box  2042
Searcy, AR 72145

501-593-5263
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The Imagine & Believe Foundation gives you a way to let 
foster and adoptive families know they are not alone.

foundation

&

Thank you to the White County Community Foundation for the diaper grant. Pictured above: Denice Eaves, Matt Boyd 
and Cassandra Feltrop from the White County Community Foundation and holding the check is Imagine & Believe Board 
member Ashley Cifreo. 
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PleAse send donAtIons to:

Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
(501) 593-5263

My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.          $20          $50          Other

  I want to donate my time. My talent is:

 ___________________________________

We need your financial support 
to keep this ministry going.

foundation

&

Our Purpose:
  we provide the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations 
of clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

  we connect seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster 
and adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom 
from someone who truly understands their journey. 

  we help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and 
child safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do 
to prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages. 

  we know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can 
also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement 
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans and 
the caretakers of the orphan ministry. 

  if a foster family does not have the time to come by the Foster 
Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers to them. This service is needed, 
for instance, when a foster family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at 
work by 8am the next morning.
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Thank you to St. Richard’s 
Church in Bald Knob!

Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors!
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Additional Ways You Can Be Supportive To Foster Care & Adoptions

• Offer to mow their yard.

• Buy school supplies and back packs for the children.

• Get a group together and send them on a weekend getaway 
so they can practice “self care.” Help them to recover from 
Compassion Fatigue. This is not a 9 to 5 mission, it is a mission 
in their home and 24/7. Rested givers can keep giving for longer 
amounts of time. 50 percent of foster parents quit in 12 months. 
Lets walk beside them and change that statistic. 

• Get to know the children that your friends/church members 
are fostering. Say a kind word to those children. You would be 
surprised at how far a few kind words of encouragement can go. 

• Bring a foster/adoptive family a meal. They are most likely 
dealing with trauma situations that you cannot imagine and 
could use a break and just a kind gesture. 

• Hold a baby shower for adoptions, whether the adopted child 
is a baby or 17. So often, adoptions go uncelebrated by the very 
community the family belongs to. Let’s change that!

• Get certified (if needed - the laws change often) to be a respite 
resource. The system usually tells foster parents to find their 
own respite, but phone numbers of other foster parents are 
confidential, sometimes leaving them with almost no options 
for self care. If you have a heart to rock babies, have tea 
parties with toddlers or take a teen out for a day of fishing 
or hiking, reach out to the foster or adoptive parent you 
know and see what you can do. 

• Read up on Reactive Attachment Disorder, PTSD, and 
Oppositional Defiance Disorder. If you see a foster family 
struggling to help a child, do not judge them! Share resource 
information that you have researched that may be helpful. That 
does not mean that all foster and adoptive children have these 
disorders, but if you see a family struggling, then this is a good 
place to start looking for information to help them. Above all, 
we suggest  Reactive Attachment Disorder reading/research. 
Please be aware that there is a huge difference between 
Attachment disorders and Reactive Attachment disorders. 
Many professionals do not understand this and have not been 
trained about RAd, and if you do not research the correct 
disorder, the advice you find can end up devastating the family. 
A good place to start is any information by RAD Advocates or 
the book Reactive Attachment Disorder by Kerri Williams.   

• Of course, donate to the Imagine & Believe Foundation and we 
will keep passing out the clothing and diapers to these families. 

If you have a heart to 
rock babies, have tea 
parties with toddlers, 

or take a teen out for a 
day of fishing or hiking, 
reach out to the foster or 
adoptive parent you know 
and see what you can do. 

foundation

&
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Crossword

riddles
Can you guess the word or phrase?

FIND THe ANSWerS

.com

3.1.
meal
meal
meal

2. cof     fee

ACROSS

5. “May everyone understand that each person’s _______ is 
a part of humanity’s heartbeat.”

7. For Sgt. Moody, it’s not about the awards, it’s about 
having the opportunity to _______ the community, and the 
chance to make a difference in the lives of his officers.

DOwn

1. Ninety-eight percent of farms are _______-owned

2. Cardboard _______ helped students learn financial literacy.

3. There is compelling evidence that the “Good _______” 
stained glass window was unbroken.

4. Adults of all _______ and experience are welcome to join 
the White County Community Band.

6. The number 8 in the Bible signifies _______ beginnings.
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