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Publisher’s Note

Connecting Dots and
Remembering Circles
A

bout 10 plus years ago, I wrote a Publishers
note about circles. I noticed that every time I bought
something new for the home I had just moved into, there
was a common theme of circles. I hadn’t planned it that
way or intentionally sought them out. But one day as
I looked around my home, I realized they had become a
unifying theme.
My life suddenly and unexpectedtedly had changed for the
better. Yet on some days, the challenges still felt overwhelming. I
felt there was a significance to these circles. Specific words started
coming to mind; enduring, complete, never ending, etc. I wrote
those words down as they came to mind that day. They continue to
give me great comfort and strength many times.
As I sit here writing to you, I am listening to a recording from the
church I attend from about a month or so ago listening to the last
song they played that day, God You’re So Good. That He is, even
in the seasons that do not feel like it.
Lately, I have thought so many times about how life seems to
be so much like a dot to dot picture. How people we met years
ago and situations through out our lives seem to connect in ways
we could never have imagined. The past connects to the present
and the present connects to the past reconciling situations we
never could have imagined. Specifically for me recently, a broken
windshield from more than two years ago turned into a blessing
that I never could have planned. God is so good.
Another past situation of connections, [for example from
about 12 years ago] I had offered to put a child on the cover of
the magazine that was up for adoption [with approval of course
from the state]. Three years later, she came to my home as a foster
child and, as you know for the past 9 years, she is now my forever
daughter. Again, God is so good.
Just two of many examples I can think of that puts a new spin on
life reconciling, circles, and connecting dots to make a beautiful

picture; a picture that we could never have contemplated for
ourselves.
I am excited and joyful as I see this year unfolding with the
newness of spring on the horizon and all of the freshness and
hope that it brings. As your life moves forward through the hills
and valleys that we all experience, I hope you stop to see the
significance of life’s connections and reconciliations. I hope that
this issue of Searcy Living connects you to your community and
brings joy to your heart as a result of these connections with your
friends and neighbors. As always, thank you for reading Searcy
Living.
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Searcy Dermatology, P.A.
Bradley White, M.D.
1903 E. Beebe-Capps • Searcy, AR
Phone (501) 279-3838

Welcomes Jonna Webb, PA-C
Jonna Webb graduated in the top of her class from Harding University’s PA program
in the Alpha Class of 2007. She brings 14 years of dermatological clinical experience
with her, in addition to 4 years of dermatologic office experience. She has experience
working in a clinic under the supervision of a dermatologist, dermatopathologist,
and Mohs surgeon. Her undergraduate was obtained at Arkansas Tech University,
graduating Magna Cum Laude with a BS in Biology.

Her husband of 31 years, Kevin Webb, is a native of Searcy. They have returned to
Searcy with their 4 children: Roc who is a sophomore at Harding University, Raquel
an 11th grader, Ryder a 6th grader, and Rexi a 3rd grader. Jonna enjoys getting to
know her patients and their families, spending time with her family, hiking, camping,
teaching, running, embracing a challenging experience, and participating in both
individual and group Bible studies.
Call today to schedule an appointment with Jonna to be evaluated for skin cancer,
screened for dysplastic nevi, acne, psoriasis, eczema, rosacea, and many other
dermatologic conditions.
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Over the Counter
DASH Fast from Hypertension
By Brian Wilson, Pharm.D. Candidate 2023;
Lana Gettman, Pharm.D.; Melissa Shipp, Pharm.D., BCPS
half (~ 47%) of the adults in the United
N early
States have elevated blood pressure (hypertension) .
1

Long-term complications associated with hypertension are: stroke,
heart failure, sexual dysfunction, vision loss, heart attack, and
kidney disease.
How do you know if you have
high blood pressure?
A common initial symptom associated with elevated blood
pressure is a headache. Anyone who suspects that they might have
an elevated blood pressure, can check their blood pressure at a local
community pharmacy. If one suspects they have hypertension, it is
important to be seen by a healthcare provider to be thoroughly
assessed.
There are many factors that lead to developing hypertension,
with one being a high salt (sodium) diet.2 High salt intake causes
the body to retain water. While the recommended sodium intake
is less than 2,300 milligrams/day, the average American diet
contains approximately 3,400 milligrams of sodium/day.3 As an
example, the chart below lists some common foods that contain
high amounts of sodium.
Food					Sodium content

3 oz. frozen shrimp
1 cup of canned soup
3 oz. roasted ham
140 g pizza slice
6 inch sub sandwich

800 mg
700 mg
1117 mg
861 mg
1127 mg

DASH is an acronym that stands for “Dietary Approaches to
Stop Hypertension”. It is a lifestyle modification that anyone can
adopt into their daily routine to improve health. When choosing to
follow the DASH diet, it is best to eat foods:
•
•
•

Rich in potassium, magnesium, fiber, protein
Low in saturated fat
Low in sodium

The DASH diet places an emphasis on reducing sodium intake
by setting a limit at 2,300 milligrams daily.
At-home meals should include vegetables, fruits, and whole
grains. Limiting the consumption of red meats (beef, lamb, pork,
14 Your Hometown Magazine

etc.) and encouraging more lean meats such as skinless chicken
and turkey (or any meats with relatively low fat content) will
reduce fat intake. Fat-free or low-fat dairy products, fish, beans,
and nuts also help with reduction of fat. The recommended amount
of servings each day range from:
•
•
•
•

Grains: 6 to 8
Fruits, nuts, seeds, vegetables: 4 to 5 (each)
Fat free/low fat dairy: 2 to 3
Lean meat, poultry/fish: 4 to 6

Salt substitutes such as “lite” or “low sodium” contain reduced
amounts of sodium. To further decrease sodium intake without
mimicking the taste of salt, different herbs and spices like garlic,
cumin, oregano, tarragon, and nutmeg can be used in its place.
When eating at restaurants, one can reduce salt intake by
requesting food to be prepared without salt or salt-containing
ingredients. One can also ask for food to be prepared in olive oil
rather than butter to reduce unhealthy fat; trim visible fat off meat
or skin from poultry; order food that are steamed, grilled, baked, or
stir-fried rather than deep fried.
The DASH diet is becoming more widely used because of its
added benefit of weight loss, lowering effects on cholesterol,
diabetes prevention, and hypertension management.4 Other preexisting health conditions may require different nutritional habits
from the DASH diet. To ensure best use of this diet, be sure to
speak with your primary healthcare provider. 
References

American Heart Association. (2016, October 31). Health Threats
From High Blood Pressure. American Heart Association. https://www.
heart.org/en/health-topics/high-blood-pressure/health-threats-from-highblood-pressure
Brazier, Y. (2020, January 10). The DASH diet: How does it
work? Medical News Today. https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/
articles/254836

CDC. (n.d.). Facts About Hypertension. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. https://www.cdc.gov/bloodpressure/facts.htm

Mayo Clinic Staff. (2021, June 25). DASH diet: Healthy eating to
lower your blood pressure. Mayo Clinic. https://www.mayoclinic.org/
healthy-lifestyle/nutrition-and-healthy-eating/in-depth/dash-diet/art20048456
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We the People

of the Unite d S tate s of Ame r ic a

National SkillsUSA Competition Winner
Austin Fisher, a graduate of the Agriculture Equipment Technology and Power Sports
Technology programs at ASU-Beebe, placed third in the Power Equipment Technology
category at the National SkillsUSA Competition. Fisher was awarded a banner, medal, and
approximately $2,600 in equipment.
Pictured from left are Shawn Taillon, Department Head for Agriculture Equipment Technology;
Dr. Jennifer Methvin, ASU-Beebe Chancellor; Fisher; Ron Snyder, Regional Career Center
Power Sports Instructor; Dr. Cheryl Wiedmaier, Dean of Career Education Division; LaShanda
Owens, Campus Operations Manager for ASU-Beebe Searcy Campus and ASU-Beebe at Little
Rock Air Force Base; and Gene Wells, Classroom Assistant.

When others succeed, you should be happy.
If they can do it, so can you. The success of others
does not, in any way, lessen the chances of you
succeeding. If anything, it should motivate you to
keep pushing forward.
16 Your Hometown Magazine

in o r de r to f o r m a

more perfect union

Patience
When I first heard the word
I didn’t like it: “Just have a little patience.”
That seems a good answer to about
anything. The truth is that patience is
an acquired skill. Patience doesn’t just
happen, it takes a while. As a baby we
start out with no patience whatsoever.
As we grow, if we mature emotionally, we learn the hard
truth that we simply cannot have everything we want,

By Chuck Hicks

and we don’t make the rules, and we are hardly ever in
charge. Unfortunately, just about the time we think we’ve
learned patience, something happens and we realize
that we don’t have it after all. The point here is simple,
wisdom precedes patience. “A man’s wisdom gives him
patience…” Proverbs 19:11. Still working on it!
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We hold

these t r ut h s to b e

self-evident

Happy 94th Birthday!
Clarence Richmond is a retired aerospace engineer, a
native of Cleveland, Tennessee, a science graduate of Harding
University, and holds a Master’s Degree from Stevens
Institute of Technology. He was employed with American
Airlines for 32 years and with Bendix Avionics for 8 years. His
work has taken him and his family to New Jersey, Oklahoma,
California, and New York to live, before finally working and
retiring in Florida in 1993. He and his wife, the former Valle Beth
Horton, enjoyed 70 years of marriage upon her death in 2020
and have two daughters, Beth Ann and Melanie, plus two sons
Robin and Charlie. To them has been added six grandchildren
and nine great-grandchildren.
His interest has been in airplanes and aviation since childhood,
and has worked with airplanes and avionics equipment from the
introduction of commercial jet airplanes in passenger service. He holds
a Commercial Pilot’s license with an instrument rating. Business and
personal travels have taken him to 20 countries, with one trip circling
the globe to participate in a symposium in Singapore.
The church has always been an integral part of his life, where he has
been a deacon and elder in the Brookside Church of Christ in Tulsa,
having a keen interest in overseas mission work at the time. His current
interest in missions is the Sunrise Christian High School in Ho, Ghana.
He has been a booster of it since its beginning in 2004, and traveled to
Ghana in its beginning stage, now an outstanding success recognized
by the Ghanaian government as one of the best schools in the country.
Clarence resides in Searcy and is a member of the Downtown Church
of Christ. Thank you Clarence for blessing all who know you!
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That all men

are create d

equal

“A #2 pencil and a dream
can take you anywhere.”
~ J. Meyers
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They are endowed

by their C r e ato r with

certain unalienable rights

Have Your Children Been Taught Real History?

“

Let divines and philosophers, statesmen and patriots, unite their
endeavors to renovate the age, by impressing the minds of men with
the importance of educating their little boys and girls, of inculcating
in the minds of youth the fear and love of the Deity and universal
philanthropy, and, in subordination to these great principles, the love
of their country; of instructing them in the art of self-government
without which they never can act a wise part in the government of
societies, great or small; in short, of leading them in the study and
practice of the exalted virtues of the Christian system.

~ Samuel Adams, October 4, 1790

20 Your Hometown Magazine
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A m o n g t h es e a r e

life, liberty an d the pursuit of happiness

Veterans Coffee Call
A local Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association®
7-8 started reaching out to all veterans in Arkansas, saying
they’re underappreciated and underrepresented. All Veterans
come make a friend.
Chit, Chat & Chew Cafe offering Veterans time for coffee,
camaraderie and chance to chat with one another.
Thursdays 9am - Veterans Coffee Call

Happiness, wealth, and success are
by-products of goal setting; they
cannot be the goal themselves.
~ John Condry
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That to secure these rights, G ov er n m en t s are institu te d am ong m en

Unity Health Associate Receives
Spirit of Unity Award from Appreciative Patient
Unity Health associate, Johnny Beasley,
CSA in Tower 1, 3rd Floor was recently honored
with the Spirit of Unity Award by a grateful patient
he was caring for during their recent hospital
visit. The patient expressed appreciation saying,
“thank you to Unity and 3 South for making my
hospital stay a pleasant one. While I felt good care
was given by all, I was very impressed and grateful
for Johnny Beasley. He showed compassion and
was always attentive. He treated me with dignity
and always had a smile on his face. You could tell
he enjoyed his job and it spilled over into the care
he gave me.” A gift to the Foundation was donated
in his honor.
The Spirit of Unity Award is a way for patients, or
family members of patients, to show their gratitude by
giving a gift in an associate’s honor to the Unity Health
Foundation. These gifts go toward special projects and
equipment upgrades that help Unity Health care for
patients for generations to come.
For more information about Spirit of Unity awards
or to honor a Unity Health associate, please call
501-278-3184 or visit unity-health.org/foundation.

At the end of life, what really matters is not what we bought,
but what we built; not what we got, but what we shared; not
our competence, but our character; and not our success,
but our significance. Live a life that matters. Live a life of love.
– unknown
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Out & About

Always willing to lend a helping hand.
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Find yourself on

.com
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Cream Cheese Sausage
and Squash

Dinner
&

a magazine

ground
pork
1 pound, (you
may use Turkey
or chicken if you
prefer)

sage

1 Tablespoon,
rubbed

marjoram
1/2 teaspoon,
ground

By Tanya Leckie

If I were searching out something new to try, honestly
this would not capture my attention WHATSOEVER.
Once I made it for the first time…..everybody in my
family was wanting again. It is pure COMFORT
FOOD. Low carb, gluten free, no sugar, and oh so
simple. You can, of course, try the shortcut method
by simply buying packaged breakfast bulk sausage
(I would highly encourage you to look for one with
no MSG…monosodium glutamate. Just know if you
go with this option it likely WILL have sugar in it
as well. You’ll be so proud of yourself if you try the
scratch method shown below!). This recipe makes four
regular servings but honestly it just depends on how
much each person usually eats; I will say it’s pretty
filling. Credit for this recipe (at least in part) goes to
Andrea at VW Family Farms in Rosebud. I don’t know
her (and, of course, she doesn’t know me either) but
she has a YouTube channel and I happened to see her
making a version of this in one of her videos. It piqued
my interest enough to get me making it and I’m SO
glad I did. Thank goodness cold weather has finally
arrived and this dish is PERFECT for a winter day.
Now for the SQUASH

1. Wash TWO medium sized butternut squash (Good
Measure always has beautiful organic ones and they’re
usually less expensive than conventional ones at the
supermarket….just FYI) and place them in a large
slow cooker. No water, no oil, …….nothing else.

cayenne

PLUS:

salt

1 teaspoon

red pepper
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3. With a spoon, remove the seeds from the squash.
Each half is a serving and can be topped with the hot
sausage cream cheese mixture.
The SAUSAGE

1. Combine the ingredients in a large bowl and mix
well until it’s all combined. Store in fridge until ready
to cook.
To make the “ sauce” for the squash:

1. In a large skillet or Dutch oven, cook sausage as
you would ground beef, stirring and breaking up any
chunks as it cooks. This will likely not need the grease
drained from it like you would packaged sausage
because the fat content is MUCH lower, resulting in
more actual product for you to enjoy.
2. Once sausage is full cooked, add an 8 ounce
package of cream cheese and stir into sausage mixture.
Top each butternut squash half with 1/4 of this “sauce”
and serve.
Tanya Turner Leckie’s cookbook,
Cartwheels In The Kitchen, is available by
e-mailing her at lazydaygourmet@sbcglobal.net.
Partial proceeds through sales benefit the
Makonde Team mission work in Tanzania, Africa.

1/8 teaspoon,
ground

A pinch of crushed
(more if you like
your sausage
spicy)

2. Place lid on slow cooker and set to HIGH and cook
for 4 hours or LOW for 6 hours. Once the cooking
time is fulfilled, remove squash (CAREFULLY, with
oven mitts ) from slow cooker and slice each in half,
from stem to end.

black pepper
1/2 teaspoon
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Together
 Bobbie Sandlin
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w e co n q u e r
By Jennifer Skinner

B

obbie Sandlin is a walking miracle. Her sweet, peaceful demeanor hides the fierce fighter that lies deep
inside. Her journey is a testament of the power to overcome cancer with excellent medical treatment, deep
faith, mental strength, and family support that together deliver a powerful blow to the face of cancer. She
has survived stage four endometrial cancer which was expected to be incurable. Statistically, her cancer would have
been fatal, explains Dr. Stacie McCord, oncologist and hematologist for over 17 years.
Sandlin did not fight her cancer alone. Dr. McCord and the caring
formed more by my faith in God than the different diagnoses I
team that Sandlin has come to know and trust at Unity Health –
have received over the years,” said Sandlin. “All of the healing
White County Oncology were by her side every step of the way.
methods we have today, they are enhanced by a belief that God
“We treated her with chemotherapy, and she did remarkably well.
will heal you. I don’t care what it is. I don’t think anything is
She went into complete remission and at this point is considered
impossible. It’s important that you take advantage of the methods
completely cured,” explained Dr. McCord.
that are available to heal you. Your faith to heal and get well from
Sandlin still visits the Pyeatt Family Cancer Center every three
all the treatments you have has got to be in a higher power, and
months under the watchful eyes of Dr. McCord and staff. “Dr.
that’s got to be in God. That’s your confidence, your hope, and
McCord is a delight. I consider her a friend. I receive excellent
your trust. You put that in the proper place. Then love those people
care and attention even after having been cancer free for 11 years.
that help you because they love you. My faith in God tells me
She continues to keep an eye on my low
that he can heal you, and that he will use
blood count. I feel very comfortable and
their hands to enhance your faith and
at ease coming in for my visits,” Sandlin
make you aware that with God all things
said.
are possible.”
“All of the healing methods we have
The whole staff has taken great care
Dr. McCord was drawn to caring
today, they are enhanced by a belief
of her. Sandra is always wonderful to
for cancer patients over 17 years ago
gently find her hard-to-reach veins for
because she wanted to walk with them
that God will heal you.”
blood draws, and Lori has been there to
through their journey. “The strength of
greet her all the way through her journey.
cancer patients is inspirational. They
— Bobbie Sandlin
Along with physician guided cancer
want to get better, and they want to
treatments, Sandlin had another source
participate in getting better. People in
of healing. She explains that “trusting
that position really dig down deep and
God and having a positive attitude are very important for patients
show you what they’re really made of. It is very inspirational to
to have a successful outcome. It is important for you to take
treat these kinds of individuals, to see that kind of journey, and
advantage of the methods for healing and know there is a higher
walk with them through it,” said McCord.
power. God takes us and heals us, and he uses the doctors’ hands
Dr. McCord takes her role in caring for cancer patients very
and skills to do that. You have to trust them.”
seriously. She explains that “cancer is a very meaningful word.
Sandlin explains, “I have been so fortunate to have amazing
When someone is diagnosed, they are frightened of that word.
support all these years from my wonderful husband Ervin and our
They understand the severity of the situation in a way that a lot of
five children as well as my church family who have helped me
times patients don’t understand other severe illnesses. They see
stay positive.”
their own mortality in way that they never saw it before, and it
Together with the expert care of Dr. McCord and the medical
really changes them. You see a very different outlook on life and
staff and her unwavering faith, Bobbie Sandlin literally conquered
a very different way of dealing with things.”
a cancer that had full potential to be fatal. However, that’s not the
She explains that many patients already have ideas about cancer
first time she’s conquered an otherwise terminal cancer. In 1977,
from seeing other people fight the disease. However, she points
she was diagnosed with stage four malignant melanoma which
out that no two cancer experiences are the same. “We do a lot
had metastasized up her arm. They did not expect her to survive.
of education and explaining to help people understand that all
“My faith and my support system have had a great deal to do
cases are different. There are some types of cancer that really are
with the way I face cancer. My attitude toward death has been
treatable and curable,” said McCord.
SearcyLiving.com 31

“People have very different experiences. Not everyone has a terrible
experience with cancer or chemotherapy or other treatments. Some
respond very well. Everybody that takes chemotherapy doesn’t get sick
or lose their hair. There are patients like Mrs. Sandlin that do very well.
We can always help them. We can always make their journey easier.”
Dr. McCord wants patients to be fully informed and know they have
an active role in choosing the treatments that are right for them. She
explains “It’s really important to individualize treatment with every
person. I spend a lot of time educating about the options. Then I help
them decide on the best path for them because it is so different for
everyone. I want them to understand the best option from a medical
perspective. There are new drugs in development all the time, and there
are many different options for treatment. Cancer doesn’t look the same
for everyone. Treatment doesn’t look the same for everyone.”
Dr. McCord explains that studies have helped doctors learn much
more about cancer and the treatments that are best for specific types and
stages. “Even in one kind of cancer there are so many different options
because we know so much more about the types of cancers than we did
years ago. They look at markers, and stages. The longer we study, the
more differences we see even in a certain cancer type so the treatment
changes.”
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“You have an entire team fighting
alongside you and supporting you
each moment along the way.”

e
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At Unity Health – White County Oncology located in the Pyeatt
Family Cancer Center, “We have the ability to treat most cancer types. We
treat most cancer with some combination of radiation therapy, surgery,
and chemotherapy in addition to immunotherapy. Immunotherapy is
a fairly new cancer treatment. It’s worked remarkably well. It usually
doesn’t have near as many side effects as standard chemotherapy, and
we can treat older and more fragile patients,” explains McCord.
At White County Oncology, we have a full team of board-certified
doctors. Dr. Ryan Koch, Dr. Stacie McCord, Dr. Whit Robertson, and
Dr. Stephen Toothaker have decades of experience specializing in
oncology and hematology. They have access to Mayo Clinic experts and
consultations. The Pyeatt Family Cancer Center houses Unity Health
– White County Oncology, CARTI, and RAPA Searcy Breast Center
and has a full-service lab, pharmacy, and infusion center with chemocertified nurses all in-house. Patient and family convenience and comfort
is a priority, and the center includes counseling rooms, resource room,
and a chapel. Patients even have a cancer care coordinator to walk with
them every step of the way, so they are not alone in their journey.
Patients first come to the Pyeatt Family Cancer Center as a referral
from their primary care provider or another specialist. Medical records
and current labs are transferred, but all patients new and returning will
have labs run at every visit. This allows physicians to know how to
proceed with treatment on that visit. The center has a full functioning
lab with results available in-house quickly.
Physicians see patients to discuss and review concerns or questions,
lab results, the treatment process for that day, and the overall treatment
plan, so they fully understand and hopefully gain peace of mind through
the process.
In the treatment room, the pharmacists will also come visit about the
treatment medications and discuss the symptoms that could occur. This
personal communication helps individuals feel comfortable about their
treatments. They get to know their nurses and bond seeing the familiar
faces during every visit. Doctors, nurses, lab and pharmacy associates
all work together allowing patient care to be prioritized and treatment to
run seamlessly for a good patient experience. During treatment, patients
choose the spot they are most comfortable and are welcome to have
a family member with them. Chemo treatments can last from four to
seven hours. There are warm blankets, pillows, snacks, drinks and an ice
machine available. Patients can bring lunch, have family get lunch, or
nurses can help if needed. At the Pyeatt Family Cancer Center, you’re
not fighting cancer alone. You have an entire team fighting alongside
you and supporting you each moment along the way. You’re not just
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“Dr. McCord wants patients to
be fully informed and know
they have an active role in
choosing the treatments that
are right for them.”
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a patient. You are like family. We care for you with kindness,
expertise, and excellence so together we conquer cancer.
The Pyeatt Family Cancer Center is expanding with a large new
addition to serve even more patients conveniently close to home
with physician access to Mayo Clinic consultations. The new
addition is expected to open in March 2022. The Unity Health
Foundation is accepting donations to the cancer center expansion,
new chemo chairs, a Path of Hope brick, Moxie Boxes for new
cancer patients, and more. Donating to the non-profit Unity Health
Foundation is a generous act of compassion and support for
cancer patients in our community. “In Memory of” and “In Honor
of” donations make great gifts for loved ones. More information
can be found at Unity-Health.org/Foundation. 

“We support Unity Health Foundation and the
Pyeatt Family Cancer Center by remembering
the excellent care that our family members,
friends, and all patients receive. We support
by honoring the doctors, nurses, and staff who
work selflessly to improve the quality of life for
the patients that they serve; and by offering
hope and prayers for all patients and their
families who enter these doors.”
— Donnie and Leah Miller
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Music

Bringing It Back
the representatives
quartet
By Jennifer Webb

G

od does not always use people in
the way that we think He should
use us. In fact, often He picks the
last people that we would think of to do
His work. He uses the meek to speak in
front of people, and tell them of His love.
He uses the bold to show humbleness and
sincere love. Sometimes He forces each of
us to grow and branch out of our comfort
zones for His glory.
When you hear and see the
Representatives Quartet sing and talk to
them afterward, you’ll know that’s what
He’s done with these men. They are slow to
take credit for themselves, but very fast to
tell you about all the amazing things God
has done and allowed them to witness.
The Representatives Quartet was formed
about 15 years ago, almost by accident.
Bryan, his dad, his sister, and son Ryler
started singing gospel music at their
34 Your Hometown Magazine

church. Then they got an invite to another,
and then another. Ryler grew into a gifted
piano player, as well as singer.
The Representatives have had a few
personnel changes over the years, as most
groups do.
Sam Riley sang with the group for over
12 years and just recently moved on to
other ventures. He was a big part of the
group and still fills in at times, as needed.
Over a decade ago, they put together
a concert at the Carmichael Center that
they called “Bringing it Back.” Southern
Gospel music had started seeing a decline,
but The Representatives were determined
to bring it back. They rented out the
gymnasium, despite advice to rent a much
smaller room based on recent attendance
to more professional groups, who had only
had between a handful and 100 people
show up.

They set to work finding sponsors and
advertising as well as recruiting other
local groups and singers. God blessed
their work. When one of the directors
came in a few minutes after the concert
had started, she was shocked to see a
crowd of approximately 450 people in the
gymnasium!
God blessed them not only with an
audience that day but with brothers Donnie
and Ronnie Faith. The Faith brothers
started playing musical instruments around
the age of 12. By the time they were 14,
they were performing Southern Gospel and
Bluegrass music in Mountain View, AR.
With the addition of Donnie Dillard and
Steve Rakes, both of which have been
playing music since a very young age, the
band and the Quartet were complete.

INSPIRATION

Steve Rakes joined about 7 years ago.
He tells people that the Lord is not finished
with him yet. There have been several
times that he believes the Lord has healed
him. Steve has a genetic heart problem
that caused several serious life-threatening
issues and he’s still here to talk about God’s
healing hand.
“There are some songs we
sing that touch my heart in
such a way that I am reminded
of the Lord’s perfect love
and healing hand. At those
moments, my heart is so
moved, I’m unable to sing. I
look forward to heaven, but
I’m happy to serve Him here
until He takes me home.”
-Steve Rakes

One of those songs is Child of the King.
Now I’m a child with a Heavenly home
My Holy Father has made me His own
And I’m cleansed by his blood, and I’m
clothed in His love
And some day I’ll sing with the angels
above.

These guys know how to have fun
while singing praises to the Lord.

When all the guys get together, you can
expect not only a full hour of Southern
Gospel music with sweet harmonies, you
also get lots of laughter, kidding around,
and many jokes. These guys know how to
have fun while singing praises to the Lord.
For example, before one show, Bryan
had suffered a black eye. But the show
must go on, and a little thing like a black
eye was not going to keep him from doing
something that he loved. So he put on a pair
of sunglasses and took to the stage.
After a few songs, instead of applause, he
was surprised to be greeted with laughter.
He looked behind him and every other
member of the quartet and band had also
put on shades. (Even if Ryler had to quickly
borrow his wife’s since he did not have a
pair for the impromptu gag.)
At their peak, they were performing
around 60 shows a year, and have shared
the stage with some professional groups
such as The Kingsmen, The Chuck Wagon
Gang, Mark Trammell Quartet, Barbara
Fairchild, and the Booth Brothers.

What started with a local church here
and there, has grown into bookings
across Arkansas, as well as in Kentucky,
Oklahoma,
Tennessee,
Mississippi,
Louisiana, and Missouri.
“The singers and musicians
we have right now- I don’t
think you can beat them.
They are very talented and
good at what they do.”
-Bryan Wilson

They sing because they love to praise God
and tell people about the love of Jesus.
They sing at not only churches and
homecomings but have also sung at music
festivals and the White County fair. The
crowds range from a handful of people to
over 1000.
One thing that sets them apart is that
they have a live band. Most professional
Continued on next page 
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talent
quartets sing to soundtracks and very few
have a live band. With the Representatives
Quartet, it’s all live music, played by ear
in a fun-loving atmosphere.
Despite Donnie Faith’s claim that they
don’t know how to do serious, behind all
the laughter and banter is a sincere love
for Christ. At one show, they didn’t know
it at the time, but there was an audience
member that was contemplating suicide.
After the group sang “Lighthouse” he
changed his mind.
At another show after a short talk on
forgiveness, a woman came up to the
stage with tears in her eyes. She explained
that she had not talked to her sister in 3
years after an argument following their
mother’s death. She planned to go home
and call her sister that night.
Yet another time, after a short talk on
not quitting, an audience member came
up and shared their testimony of how they

had decided that night would be the last
time they ever went to church. That talk
changed their minds.
These are all examples of how Christ
uses ordinary people to do his work and
spread His message. The Representatives
are proud and humbled to be a part of that
work, and would very much like for you
to be a part of it as well.
“If we can bring one person
to Christ, then we have
accomplished our whole
reason for doing it.”
- Donnie Faith

If you would like to learn more about
The Representatives Quartet or book
them for your event, you can visit them
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/

TheRepresentativesQuartet on their
website at therepresentativesquartet.com,
or call or email Bryan Wilson - therepsqt@
yahoo.com 501-412-6002 
Jennifer Webb is the
author of “Self-Discipline
in 6 Weeks: How to Set
Goals with Soul and Make
Your Habits Work for
You” and “The Pearl Perspective:
How Changing Your Perspective
Can Change Your Life.” She founded
the personal development blog
contentmentquesting.com where she’s
committed to helping people find the
joy in their lives.
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Financial Focus
Financial Advisors Can Help

Reduce Anxiety
The long-running coronavirus pandemic has fueled a lot of anxieties – including financial
ones. But some people have had far fewer worries than others.

Consider this: Among those investors who work with a
financial advisor, 84% said that doing so gave them a greater
sense of comfort about their finances during the pandemic,
according to a survey from Age Wave and Edward Jones.
Of course, many people experience investment-related fears even
without a global health crisis, and that’s probably not surprising,
given the periodic volatility of the financial markets. But financial
guidance can come in handy during relatively normal times, too.

A financial professional can help you ...
• Look past the headlines – Inflation, interest rates,
pandemics, elections – there’s always something in the news that
could affect the investment world in the short term. But by helping
you construct a portfolio that’s built for the long term and reflects
your goals, risk tolerance and time horizon, a financial advisor can
enable you to look past the headlines.
• Avoid emotional decisions – Many people let their
emotions drive their investment choices. When the market goes
through a downturn and the value of their investments drops, they
sell to “cut losses,” even though these same investments may
still have good business fundamentals and promising futures.
Conversely, when the market is on an uptick, some people chase
after “hot” investments, even when they become overpriced and
may have very little room to grow. But a financial advisor can help
keep you from making these fear and greed based actions by only
recommending moves that make sense for your situation.
• Work toward multiple goals – At various times in
your life, you may have simultaneous financial goals. For example,
you could be investing for a retirement that’s decades away, while
also trying to save for a child’s college education. A financial
professional can suggest ways you can keep working toward both
objectives, in terms of how much money you can afford to invest
and what types of savings and investment vehicles you should
consider.
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• Prepare for the unexpected – Most of us did not need
a pandemic to remind us that unexpected events can happen in our
lives – and some of these events can have serious financial impacts
on us and our loved ones. Do you have adequate life insurance?
How about disability insurance? And if you ever needed some type
of long-term care, such as an extended stay in a nursing home,
how would you pay for it? A financial advisor can evaluate your
protection needs and recommend appropriate solutions that fit
within your overall financial strategy.
• Adapt to changing circumstances – Over time,
many things may change in your life – your job, your family
situation, your retirement plans, and so on. A financial professional
can help you adjust your financial strategy in response to these
changes.
Achieving your financial goals may present challenges, but it
doesn’t have to cause you years of worry and distress – as long as
you get the help you need. 
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones. Member SIPC.
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A
Wake Up

Call

By Jennifer Webb

R

obin and Steven Winkle married in February 2019- the day after Steven got out of jail. Things had never been
smooth sailing, but they stuck together through it all. Steven had used some sort of drug since the age of 11 and
crystal meth since he was 23. He promised Robin that he had left a life of drug addiction behind him. He stayed clean until
the following October.
Shortly after Robin’s birthday in January of 2020, he turned
abusive- verbally, physically, and emotionally.
Time after time, he promised to change his ways and to come
clean. Time after time, the siren’s song of addiction lured him
back. He wanted to change, but he needed the right tools and the
right people.
After a near-tragic wake-up call, He realized that he needed
something different. Robin deserved better. She had stayed
faithful to him and stuck it out over all their highs and lows.
Their family was broken, seemingly beyond repair. Steven was
so devastated that he wanted to die.
He remembered someone he had met in a program previously
that he knew would be able to help him. When Steven was in
jail once again, Robin called Phillip Pratt, director of Life in
Victory. That was the phone call that turned his life around.
Phillip contacted Steven in jail, and he was approved to join
the Life in Victory program, which is a faith-centered recovery
program.
Robin was angry and planned on staying angry when Steven
first went to Life in Victory. Steven had left her in a tough spot,
to say the least. While he had been out using drugs, she was
pregnant with their youngest child. The electricity had been
turned off and, unable to get power restored, she had left and

moved into her mother’s 2 bedroom trailer with several other
family members. It was cramped, to say the least.
Jaimi Zeringue from 100 Families stepped in and offered her
another option that she would have never considered before Jacob’s Place. Robin was resistant to the idea, but over time and
more talks with Jaimi, she came around to the idea. White County
had much more assistance they could offer than Independence
county where they were currently living.
Robin and her children were approved to go to Jacob’s Place.
She moved in 3 days after giving birth to their youngest son,
William.
Jacob’s Place helped Robin get back on her feet while Steven
was in the 30 day blackout period at Life in Victory. Jacob’s
Place not only gave Robin and her children a place to stay, but
they also educated her on many topics that most of us take for
granted such as routines, budgeting, saving, and goal setting.
As the Winkle’s case manager, Jaimi with 100 Families
quietly worked behind the scenes gathering together all of the
community resources that she could muster. That’s what 100
Families do - they specialize in helping families that are in crisis
situations get back on their feet.
Their mission is to keep families together and support them in
crisis through community collaboration.
Continued on next page 
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Each family that comes in is evaluated in 13 different areas:














Transportation
Childcare
Mental Health
Physical Health
Safety (Domestic Violence)
Money Management
Food
Housing
Employment
Education
Recovery
Legal Issues
Dental

Then, they start pooling and coordinating existing community
resources to first get the family’s immediate needs taken care of, as
well as address long-term issues to get the family back on its feet.
One of the unique things about 100 Families is their case
management system, which meets all the federal agency guidelines
for privacy compliance while still showing everyone involved the
family’s entire situation. For example, those working to provide
medical assistance can see the family’s housing and transportation
status. If a family loses a component in one crisis area, the whole
team can work together to get it quickly resolved.
They also add an education component to teach family’s things
such as how to cook healthy meals on a budget, continuing adult
education to help obtain GEDs, and parenting classes. They also
have a food pantry and have plans to add a laundromat in the near
future for their clients.
“So many agencies do what they do very well,
but if we all work together, it works to help the
families and pull them out of crisis. It needs to be
a true community collaboration. That’s the only
way it’s going to work.”
- Dana Baker, Director 100 Families in Searcy

The family has a home now. Robin has a job, they have reliable
transportation, and Steven is sorting through his court dates.
Through sharing their story, they want to thank Phillip and
Savannah Pratt, Jim, and Karen Burroughs, Celebrate Recovery
Program at Valley Baptist Church, 100 Families, and especially
Jaimi Zeringue, CAPCA housing program and headstart, Jacob’s
Place, and all of Searcy and White County. They also made it clear
that all glory goes to God.
“We’ve never seen a city or county help as much
as Searcy and White County does.”
- Steven and Robin Winkle
They went from a family that was broken in every way
imaginable, to a family that is healed and whole. You can see it
in Steven’s eyes as he looks at his wife, Robin, and praises her.
And in her face, as she joyfully tells their love story. There will
be bumps in the road, but they know that together they can do
anything. As long as God is there, it will get better.
“Our testimony gives people faith. It lets them
know that they are not the only ones that
struggle. We want to show them that anything’s
possible.”
- Steven and Robin Winkle
100 Families will always be behind them, supporting them, and
advocating for them no matter what phase of stability they are in.
If your family is in crisis, know someone that is, or you want to
help, contact 100 Families at 501-380-0715 or go see them at 1201
East Race. (Former Family Dollar building.) 

In the Winkle’s case, Jaimi pulled together resources from
Life in Victory, where Steven was, Jacob’s Place, CAPCA
housing programs, and headstart, SNAP benefits, childcare, and
employment to help to find a job for Robin.
One by one, things started to click into a place for a family that
thought they were beyond lost and broken. Step by step, they
started the healing process.
“Little by little, a little becomes a lot”
- Tanzanian proverb and sign in Dana Baker’s
office, Director of 100 Families in Searcy
Robin was allowed to visit Steven at Life in Victory at church
on Mother’s Day. She was angry with him and planned on staying
angry, but slowly her anger started to fade away. She felt God
healing her spirit and soul. After 3 Sundays of visiting, she was
shocked to discover that she felt better. It wasn’t just Robin that
was changing. It was Steven too. God was working in his life
through Life in Victory. He was finally achieving that change that
he had longed for. It had been with God all along.
Steven completed his 6-month stay at Life in Victory and came
out a changed man. He now realizes why God gave him a family
and that it’s his responsibility to lead them.
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Jennifer Webb is the author of “SelfDiscipline in 6 Weeks: How to Set Goals with
Soul and Make Your Habits Work for You”
and “The Pearl Perspective: How Changing
Your Perspective Can Change Your Life.”
She founded the personal development
blog contentmentquesting.com where she’s
committed to helping people find the joy in
their lives.
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As I sat in my chair, out the window across the way,
I saw three colorful flags, hanging there on display.
All of the flags were colored, in red, white and blue.
All made to send a message, we know that this is true.
The Arkansas and American Flag, hung straight down the pole.
They were not unfurled, their message was untold.
In this COVID pandemic, when so much is wrong,
We all need to trust in God, His word to base our faith upon.
I watch and scarcely believe, what it is my eye sees.
The Christian Flag is spread, flowing out in the breeze.
On it I saw the Red Cross, where Christ died for me,
Painted red by the blood, of the Christ of Calvary.
The large part stands for sins, washed white as the snow.
Christ blood still cleanses, with His life giving flow.
Then the part that’s blue, surrounds the cross of red.
And reminds of His Majesty, and all the things He said.
He now lives in heaven, He is the king of man.
Yet walks ever beside us, He still has the only plan.
Return to me He says, and I will turn back to you,
This is His holy message, this message is still true.
Stop the killing of babies, close all those clinics down.
I have no part in this, there I will not be found.
You must stop making laws, that protect abomination.
Then I will give hope again, to this fallen sinful nation.
The cure for this pandemic, the only hope I have seen.
Is found in Second Chronicles, chapter seven, verse fourteen
God told King Solomon, what the fallen land must do.
In humility we must turn, with prayer that is true.
We must seek His face, repent of all we know is wrong.
Then follow in obedience, in His Word stay ever strong.
Then there will be forgiveness, for the wicked fallen man.
And God will listen once again, and He will heal our land. 

Thaddaeus Hill, Executive Director of
Timothy Hill Ranch, is pictured with
Charlie, the Ranch’s newest horse.
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without one or both parents, or in a dangerous environment, they
hold a lot of fear in their hearts. Approaching a horse for the first
time allows this fear to surface and eventually be recognized. You
can see the kids that interact with these horses becoming calmer
and gentler. The awe and fear turns into trust and friendship with
the horse, and these feelings start to show towards the people in the
child’s life as well.
Tyler was a resident on the Ranch who had a hard time fitting in
Timothy Hill, at age twelve saved up his own money by working
when
he first arrived. He had little trust in the staff and his fellow
on a farm and bought a feisty appaloosa horse, which he named
Apple. It wasn’t all that strange to see horses on Long Island, residents, and often ignored the Ranch program to sleep in or run off
New York around 1970. What was strange was to see a 12-year- at random times of the day. When Tyler started to work at the barn
old boy with such a selfless personality, a zeal for Christ, and and with our horses every day, his demeanor changed dramatically.
a close relationship with a horse five times his size. Apple was He became more of a leader in his house, easing tensions, helping
rowdy and stubborn, but when he was with Timothy, his young out more, and encouraging his peers. After being immersed in an
owner, he was perfect. The two of them were phenomenal together equine environment and caring for creatures that at first gave him
fear, Tyler became a model
as horse and rider and would
resident who connected with
perform barrel races with
the animals and the people
such expertise that they
that surrounded him.
“There is something about being
were offered a job at a local
God gave us these animals
ranch, a rare opportunity for
around a horse that can open
for
a reason. Our stewardship
a 12-year-old! But Timothy
doors to breakthroughs.”
of them, especially when
turned the offer down. He was
used to administer therapy for
working three jobs already
young men, has astonishing
to save up for the dream
effects. Horses are not cheap
God had given him to open
to care for, nor are they easy,
a Ranch for orphaned foster
children: To give kids “a place to live, be loved, feel safe, and but the healing that their presence provides for the souls of our
have wide open spaces to ride horses.” But in May, 1972, before young men is worth everything. God’s mission through Timothy
Timothy could actualize the dream he died in a tragic accident, and Apple has come true. 
leaving Apple without his favorite rider…
*
After Timothy’s passing, his parents, Fern and Jerry Hill, took
This past year the Apple house was rededicated to Harding
care of Apple, and a few years later, Timothy’s dream was realized alumni, Howard Wright, for his 42 years of invaluable service as
when the Timothy Hill Children’s Ranch was established. Troubled Timothy Hill’s board president.
boys and girls were able to live on the Ranch and interact with the
horses. Apple soon became very popular with the children. He was
the first horse to take part in equine therapy to the residents, most
of whom had never been close to a creature of his size. Apple was
so important to the Ranch’s early days that the first boy’s home
was named after him.*
Horse therapy became a staple of the Ranch. There is something
about being around a horse that can open doors to breakthroughs.
When a young person has grown up in an abusive household, or

Hill Ranch has been serving troubled
youth on Long Island, New York for the past 40+
years, and just last year, opened up its fourth location in
Searcy, Arkansas… but it all began with a horse, a boy
and a dream.
imothy
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The M a g i c
of

Director: Cynthia Carrell
In 2004, a group of community members and music professors acted upon their convictions for the value of music education
and met to create a program to provide access to music lessons for students in Searcy, and Searcy Community School of Music was
begun. With “seed money” provided by Searcy Arts Council, the organization began offering lessons and hiring community members,
music professors, and music students to teach. SCSM was graciously given permission to base their teaching on Harding’s campus, in
the Reynolds Center, and soon there were scores of kids and families coming to the building for music lessons!
Since that time, SCSM has grown to 145 students and 30+ with new classes in Broadway Musicals, The Science of Music,
instructors, with well over 100 recitals performed, and over 4,000 Conducting/Song-Leading, Minecraft Music, and more.
private lessons given in many instruments and voice! They have
SCSM has been able to serve our community in multiple ways
now expanded to offer classes in Beginning Piano, Violin, and beyond simply facilitating music lessons. The students have
Guitar.
benefitted physically, mentally, emotionally, and socially through
Beloved teacher and original Director, Lis Jones passed away their music studies, the human-interaction, and their performances.
in 2019, leaving the position to founding member and teacher, The community has benefitted from the arts performances and
Cynthia Carrell. Immediately
from the development of its
after, pandemic forced SCSM to
young people. Dozens of Harding
go to online lessons in the spring
students have benefitted from
“SCSM has been able to serve our community in
of 2020; happily, face-to-face
the teaching experience, and the
multiple ways beyond simply facilitating music
and hybrid lessons have become
University itself has benefitted
lessons. The students have benefitted physically,
available again since! While
from the interaction with the wider
mentally, emotionally, and socially through
recitals at the end of the 2020
community.
their music studies, the human-interaction,
semesters were pre-recorded, the
Of the hundreds of students
spring of 2021 saw the return of
who’ve taken lessons through
and their performances.”
live recitals. SCMS’s first-ever
SCSM, many have continued their
Solo Festival was also held that
music involvement throughout
spring, with over 30 students
college and into adulthood.
from White County and beyond
Several have gone on as music
submitting recorded performances.
majors, studying at various universities, including recent graduates
SCSM’s first-ever summer camp was held in July of 2021, Samuel Durand, former student of Scott Carrell, now studying
featuring classes such as Piano Ensemble, String Orchestra, Music piano at Longy School of Music in Boston, and Estella Gomez,
Theory, Composition, Beginning Piano Class, and Beginning student of Alicia Walls, now studying viola at Harding. Many of its
Ukelele. For the summer of 2022 the camp plans to have four collegiate teachers have gone on to be music teachers, performers,
parts: Fun with Music, Piano, String Orchestra, and Choral Camps, and entrepreneurs.
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Here are some thoughts shared by SCSM parents,
students, and teachers:
“Our SCSM instructor has not only enthusiastically encouraged my
daughter’s love for music, but has also made learning the piano fun
and engaging. Piano lesson days are the highlight of our week, and
our teacher has become a beloved mentor and friend. We are grateful
to her for the joy of music she has brought into our family.”
– Meagan Justus, parent
“We’re fortunate to have SCSM in Searcy. It provides music
lessons on many instruments at various prices so that whatever
your level of investment is, you have options... All of my kids have
had lessons with expert teachers who were really invested in their
progress. But for kids who just want to try an instrument, that’s an
option, too.”
– Lauren Boone, parent
“Our kids have been with SCSM for the last 8 years, and they’ve
gotten great quality music instruction from beginner to advanced.
We like that we can choose from the three instructor levels and
lesson lengths based on what we feel our kids need... (We) plan to be
involved for another 8 plus years!”
– Joy Durand, parent
“Teaching with SCSM has been a blessing and an absolute blast!...
I have discovered that I love teaching, and that there is nothing else I
would rather do. I’m so thankful for the opportunity!”
– Hallie Miller, collegiate teacher
“SCSM… was the gateway to my future career: opening my own
private music studio. The experience, guidance, and relationships of
the program make it invaluable for students and teachers alike.”
– Michaela Woods, collegiate teacher
“All three of our sons participated in music lessons and activities
through the Searcy Community School of Music.  Other than the
obvious benefits of learning, performing, and perfecting music,
we believe SCSM helped them to develop discipline, confidence,
responsibility, and better academic habits. All three have fond
memories of their instructors and have gone on to higher education,
continuing to play and enjoy music as adults.”
– David & Felicia Evans, parents
More information can be found in their Facebook group and on their website:
searcycommunityschoolofmusic.com 
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Spring ‘21 Instructors (Level 1)

Front: Hallie Miller, Erin Fouss, Sarai DelaRosa, Madie Hale, Stephanie Kerr
Back: Tommy Ghent, Matthew Hook, Cameron Maupin, Megan Harris , Sarah Grace Knabe
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Caitlin Cooper

Madalyn Johnson

Brianna Blackwood

Carleigh Cooper

Girl

Hunt ers
By Melissa Cooper
Every year, after a wave of hot and humid southern summer, we anxiously await the cool and gentle breezes
that fall promises. Some excitedly and expectantly await football and chili suppers, bon fires, smores and pumpkin spice
ANYTHING, but for four local girls, their fall expectations include something completely different. Along with the beauty of
fall, for these young ladies, comes the peace and excitement of deer woods. Caitlin (14), Madalyn (14), Brianna (14), and Carleigh
(9) are all avid hunters, and have been for quite some time.

Caitlin
Caitlin Cooper started hunting with her
parents before she was old enough to walk.
She would accompany her parents to the deer
woods each season. When she finally was old
enough, and had practiced well enough to harvest
a deer, she did. She was 6 years old when she took a button buck
with a 223. She has taken deer every year since. Her largest deer
was an 8 point on her family’s farm, when she was 13 years old,
she harvested it with a Mossberg 243. Some of the things Caitlin
loves about hunting are “enjoying time outdoors with my family
and the peaceful sounds of the woods”. She also said she likes
to “perfect my shooting skills”. Although she hunts deer, turkey,
quail, squirrel, duck/goose, and predator, her favorite is deer
hunting. At the age of 13 she received her Arkansas Game and
Fish Commission Triple Trophy award for harvesting a deer with a
muzzleloader, bow, and rifle all in the same season. She aspires to
one day, hunt bear including Kodiak Brown bear, elk in the Rocky
Mountains, and complete the North American Big Game Super
Slam. She also aspires to be on a hunting show. When Caitlin is not
hunting, she is enjoying the outdoors (one of the things she loves
best) and spending time taking care of and showing her goats and
chickens. She is also a very active member of 4H and competes in
Wildlife Habitat Education, Food Plot Project, the White County
Shooting Sports team, and Livestock Judging.

madalyn
Madalyn Johnson has been hunting with
her dad since she was 4 years old. She took
her first deer when she was 6 years old, with a
crossbow. Her whole family has hunted for as
long as she can remember. She said that “It’s in
my blood”. Her favorite hunting trips are the ones she takes with
her dad and Pappaw. Some of Madalyn’s favorite things about
hunting are “the fact that it is a challenge I am able to do with my
family. I love spending time with my dad in the woods. I enjoy
planting my food plot and watching it grow”. Her favorite animal
to hunt is turkeys. Madalyn’s first hunting tool was a crossbow,
and she said that she has “never used anything else”. The only
time she uses a shotgun is when she goes turkey or duck hunting.
Some of Madalyn’s greatest hunting accomplishments are that she
harvested a Pope and Young buck, scoring 143 and she harvest a
turkey with a 10in beard and 1 1/2-inch Spurs, with a weight of
20 pounds. In the future she aspires to hunt elk, complete a turkey
Royal Slam and harvest a banded duck or goose. She would also
like to Harvest a buck with a Pope and Young score of 200. When
Madalyn is not hunting, she enjoys 4-H, competing in Wildlife
Habitat Education, Livestock Judging, Livestock Skill-a-thon, and
showing her goats and cattle across the state.
 Continued on next page.
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Brianna

Carleigh

Brianna Blackwood has grown up in camo
playing at deer camp. Literally her first steps
were in the back of a boat! Some people that
have known her for years have never seen her
without a camo hat on. Woods are her happy place,
and the White river runs through her veins. She has been going to
the stand with her daddy forever- spotting deer, helping skin and
even process his harvests. Finally, Nov 17, 2018, she was able to
bring her first deer back to camp (a 6-point buck taken with a 243).
Her daddy said she was so excited the whole stand was shaking!
She has had successful hunts every year since, culminating with
her largest deer shot, this year with a muzzleloader (9 point). It
was her first experience hunting with a muzzleloader. Brianna
aspires to earn her Triple Trophy this year. In addition to deer,
Brianna also hunts dove, squirrel, duck, and turkey. When Brianna
is not hunting, she loves to do anything outdoors. She has been on
a NASP archery team since the third grade. She was the 2020-2021
State NASP 3D champion. She has also joined a second team with
S3DA (8 Ring) where she shoots her hunting compound bow. She
joined her trap team in 2019 when she caught dove and duck fever.
Hunting has taught Brianna valuable life skills such as respect for
nature, responsibility, ethics and patience. It is a lifelong passion
that will serve her well.

Carleigh Cooper, like her sister Caitlin,
has been in the deer woods with her family,
since she was old enough to walk. She has
always played an active roll in being with her
family during hunts and helping to process the
game to ready it for the freezer. Carleigh took her very first deer (a
young doe) at the age of 6. She has taken deer every year since. She
received her Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Triple Trophy
award at the age of 8, for harvesting a deer with a muzzleloader,
bow, and rifle all in the same season. Some of the things that she
really enjoys about hunting are “getting to hunt for food and being
outdoors with my family’. She also loves learning about wildlife
and safety. She received her Hunters Education training and card
this year. As much as Carleigh loves deer hunting, she also loves to
turkey hunt. Her first turkey was a Rio tom in Kansas, on a turkey
hunt with her family. She took it with a .410 shot gun, using tungsten
turkey load. She has since also taken a Merriam tom in Northwest
Nebraska. She can not wait until she is able to take an Eastern at
home in Arkansas. Some of Carleigh’s hunting aspirations include
moose hunting in Wyoming, hunting mule deer, and mountain
goat. While she is not hunting, Carleigh loves helping out on her
family farm, reading, and writing her own chapter books.
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Hunting is a wonderful way to experience the
outdoors. The lifelong lessons, skills, and memories made
on hunts is immeasurable. Hunting, for these 4 girls is not
just about harvesting an animal, it is about learning how to
be self-sufficient while putting meat in the freezer. It is also
about sun rises and sun sets with their family. It is about being
still and listening, reflecting, and daily devotion. As the Bible
says in Genesis 1:29-30; And God said, Behold, I have given
you every herb bearing seed, which is upon the face of all
the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit of a tree
yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat, and to every beast of
the earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to everything that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life, I have given
every green herb for meat: and it was so. 

“The lifelong lessons, skills,
and memories made on hunts
is immeasurable.”

SearcyLiving.com 57

Thankfulness
By Jeff Jackson, Senior Pastor, Searcy First United Methodist

Boudreaux and Clarence lived across the swamp from each other in South
Louisiana. For years they feuded back and forth with each other. Boudreaux would yell out
to Clarence and say, “One of these days I’m gonna come across this here swamp and whoop
you good!”
Clarence would yell back, and the feud continued. Then one
day the Louisiana Highway Department came through and built a
bridge across the swamp.
Boudreaux’s wife saw him sitting on the front porch and said,
“Boudreaux, you’ve always said you were gonna go give Clarence
what for! They built that new bridge across the swamp you ought
to go do it!” Boudreaux said, “You know, I think I will!”
Several minutes later his wife saw him sitting on the front porch
again. She said, “Boudreaux, I thought you were going to go give
Clarence what for!” He said, I Can’t do it!”
When she asked why he said, “Well, I went down there to
that new bridge, and I looked, and there was a big sign – It said
“Clarence 13 feet 6 inches”!!! he didn’t look that big from over
here!”
Your perspective on life and all that is around you
really makes a difference when you consider the things you
have to be thankful for.
There are many Bible Verses encouraging us to be thankful, here
are a few of my favorites:
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast
love endures forever!” (Psalm 107:1)
“I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness,
and I will sing praise to the name of the Lord, the Most
High.” (Psalm 7:17)
“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18)
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God.” (Philippians 4:6)
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)
Several years ago, several of my friends and I got together for a
kind of reunion. We gathered at my home in Hot Springs Village
and sat around telling stories of all the different ways we got into
trouble when we were younger. Usually if we weren’t in trouble,
we were on our way to it!
We finally deduced that we should probably do something
productive with our lives and decided that we would go on some
mission trips together to help people in other parts of the world.
We started building churches on other continents.
In South Africa we built a church for a group of Christians in a
small village in the White River area. While we were there, we
visited an orphanage run by a lady from the U.S and she had 2
helpers. They had over 300 orphans in this one facility.
Most of the children in the orphanage had AIDS or were at least
HIV positive. Most of them, if not all, had lost their parents to
AIDS.
We had taken a huge duffle bag full of shoes, the kind you would
find on sale at Wal-Mart. When we dumped those into the floor,
you would have thought we emptied a bag full of a million dollars
– they were so thankful they were crying.
There little hearts sang, and they worshipped with all their hearts
as they sang hymns and songs of praise. It would melt a hardened

man’s heart. It was the middle of the month, and they were already
Bubba and Earl bought a mule for $100. The farmer
out of food. We bought a beef from the Butchery and had it cut up agreed to deliver the mule the next day. The next morning the
the way she wanted it to feed the children. I’ve never seen people farmer drove up and said, “Sorry, fellows, I have some bad news,
so thankful.
the mule died last night.”
Another year we were building a church in Zimbabwe. There
Bubba and Earl replied, “Well, then just give us our money back.”
were refugees in villages that had been run out of their home by a The farmer said, “Can’t do that. I went and spent it already.” They
changing regime and living on basically nothing at all. For some, said, “OK then, just bring us the dead mule.” The farmer asked,
their source of “income” was to sell their clothing to someone and “What in the world ya’ll gonna do with a dead mule?” Bubba said,
buy someone else’s clothing, so they didn’t have to wear the same “We’ll think of something”
thing all the time.
A couple of weeks later, the farmer
While we were there, we also dug
ran into Bubba and Earl at the Piggly
two water wells, or bore holes. The
Wiggly grocery store and asked.
“We live in a country where
wells were capped, and a hand pump
“What’d you fellers ever do with that
was installed on the top. In the area
dead mule?”
we are so blessed, and
where we were working that one well
They said,”We raffled him off.” The
too often we take those
provided water for around 23,000
farmer said, “You mean to tell me
people.
you raffled off a dead mule?!” Earl
blessings for granted.”
Imagine one hand-pump well for all
said, “Yessir, We sold 500 tickets fer
of Searcy! There was a little 8-yeartwo dollars apiece and made a profit
old boy with 5-gallon bucket who
of $898.” The farmer said, “Didn’t
would come every day to draw water,
anyone complain?” Bubba said,
and then have to carry that bucket full
“Well, the feller who won got upset.
of water home more than a couple
So we gave him his two dollars back.”
miles away.
No matter how bad some things
I counted at my home. We have 24
happen in life – it’s all about
Water Outlets that we can go to any
perspective.
time and simply turn the handle and
have water! We have 2 Water Meters and a Sprinkler system to
Count Your Blessings, Name them One by
water our lawn, and even a Pool full of clear water.
One – Count your many blessings see what God
Perspective. It’s all about perspective. We live in a country
has done. Count your blessings, name them one
where we are so blessed, and too often we take those blessings for
by one And it will surprise you what the Lord hath
granted. We are one of the few countries in the world that has an
done. 
actual day where we celebrate how thankful we are.
That day has become more about football games and eating way
too much and falling comatose on a couch for the afternoon. I
want to challenge us all, to take some time this Thanksgiving and
turn off the TV (You can do it during half-time). Sit around and
talk with everyone about what you are thankful for. The things,
that really matter.
Your health. Your family. Your job. The home that you have.
The blessings you have that are far beyond what any of us really
deserve.
JB learned a lot about perspective over his life. He was
Born in 1917 - Dirt Poor out in Virginia. When he was 17 he left
home and went to work for the Merchant Marines. He learned to
be a radio operator and became fascinated with the radio.
Later on, he talked some people into loaning him some money
and he bought his own radio station in Atlanta, GA. He didn’t
know much about business, but he found out that he could borrow
books from the library at Duke University. He would write and
tell them the books he wanted, and they would mail them to him.
He borrowed many books from the Duke Library on business
and economics and accounting and taught himself how to be a
good businessman. JB made his first million by the age of 35 and
built his businesses into a Fortune 500 Company.
He always felt like he should give back to Duke for all the help
received from those borrowed books, some of which he never
returned. So, he paid his fines for the overdue books and made a
$20 million donation to Duke University, with which they started
the JB Fuqua school of Business, one of the premier business
schools in the world.
Thankfulness is all about perspective.
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Rikki
Yarbrough
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Away
By Ashley Walker and Jennifer Webb

T

ime seemed to stand still as the
ball sailed through the air. The
crowd roared with excitement
as the ball went through the hoop.
Rikki Yarbrough knew at that moment
that she had made it to a thousand
points.
Rikki looked over at the coach’s office
and saw her grandma with excitement
written all over her face. Rikki knew at that
moment playing for Bauxite would forever
live in her memory.
During that basketball game against
Harmony Grove, she only needed three
more points to put her in the thousand
point club, which was only occupied by
three other girl basketball players in school
history at the time. Rikki had gotten the ball
when she was on the three point line. It was
a shot she normally wouldn’t have taken
and the fact that her grandma was there
made it even more special.
Rikki shot the ball and then headed to the
bench. No one knew what it meant until
after the game. Not only did she score her
thousandth point of her career that night
but also they won the game and went to
regionals. That would be her last shot in the
Fred Dawson Gymnasium.
She played four more games and made
an additional sixty-three points. From
basketball, Rikki learned dedication,
discipline, and how to strive to be the best
at something.

She started playing basketball in fourth
grade. In 8th grade, she started to attend
collegiate basketball camps that included
the University of TN and the University of
AR.
“Play people better than you that’s how you get better.”
- Rikki Yarbrough
In 7th grade, she claims she was a little
on the chunky side. She wasn’t used to the
exertion of running up and down the court
and had to run to a trash can during a game.
Her parents walked in as she hurled her
guts up. They kept walking, pretending not
to see.

By the time she was in 9th grade she
really started to excel as a player. She was
a freshman on the Senior team for the last
three to four games.
Rikki’s heart was beating with excitement
before she went into her first game with
the senior high team. Nervous and excited
flutters filled her stomach and that flutter
grew worse just as she was about to go on
to the court realizing that her shorts were
on inside out! She had to make a quick
escape to change.
As Rikki grew up, those memories would
help her strive to be the best at UCA.
When she met her husband Colby there,
she soon realized that she played her last
game against his alma mater, the Pangburn
Tigers.
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Rikki and Colby now both work
in Insurance. She started working in
insurance in 2011 and joined Haymond
Insurance in 2017. Rikki has served as a
commercial account manager for 11 years.
Rikki and her husband live on a farm in
Albion with their three kids Royce, Reid,
and Ridge. Royce is 5, Reid is 2, and
Ridge is 1.
Last year they decided to start a
Christmas tree farm named 5R Tree Farm.
In March, they will plant 600 Virginia
pines by hand and they are hoping by the
fifth plant, the first will be ready to harvest.
They plan on teaching their kids the value
of hard work and having fun doing it. Not
only do they own a tree farm but they also
own a few cows and other animals.
Rikki loves to travel with her family.
Recently they have been to Kentucky to
Noah’s Ark, Granby, Colorado to visit
the Rocky Mountain National Park and
ventured up to Cooperstown, NY to visit
the Baseball Hall of Fame.
Though her high school basketball
career sometimes seems a lifetime ago,
it was recently brought back to light.
Bauxite High School honored her by
inducting her into the Bauxite Hall of
Fame.
At the ceremony, Rikki was the
youngest to be inducted. When Rikki
gave her speech, it was short and sweet.
She was proud to show her kids where she
grew up. Her family was very supportive
when she received this award, her father
might have even teared up a bit.
That Friday night Rikki and her family
sat in the stadium where they watched

Rikki and Colby
with Royce, Reid
and Ridge.
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a football game. Though her kids were
not as excited to be there as she was,
she looked around and remembered all
the good times she had at the school that
night.
Rikki’s hard work and determination
that she first developed in basketball have
served her well in her adult life. She hopes
her story can be an inspiration for others.
Her advice for younger women athletes
is” Don’t take no for an answer and you
CAN play with the boys!” 

“They plan on teaching their
kids the value of hard work
and having fun doing it.”
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I recently moved to Searcy from Montana. I
look forward to reading every issue of Searcy Living
Magazine.
The first thing I do when I get this publication is flip
through and read the advertisements to see where
the best places to shop, dine and do business are. I
then enjoy reading about Arkansas and the wonderful
people here. Thank you Searcy Living for helping me
get acclimated to my new hometown!

Pam Johnson
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Youth Superheroes
Pangburn FBLA Focusing on Foster Families
The Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
organizations’ main purpose is to build leadership
skills and introduce members into the business world
through competitions, conferences, partnerships with
businesses and community service.
Our Pangburn chapter has 58 members this year and as always,
at the beginning of the school year, we choose one main area on
which to focus throughout the school year. This year members
chose to help foster families and children in whatever way possible.
We have been working with one particular family in the area since
fall by landscaping their lawn, giving them pumpkins to carve,
purchasing and delivering a swing set for the three small foster
children and celebrating their birthdays and Christmas. Senior
Emma Reaper explains what this project means to her. “I am very
thankful that we are able to work with this foster family this year.
They have been so kind and encouraging to all of our members
and this is something that I hope our FBLA chapter will continue
to do next year with even more foster families. The experience of
helping this family and getting to know them really shows how
much love and care foster families have for their children in the
foster care system.”
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Another favorite activity has been helping sort and organize
clothing at the Imagine and Believe Foster Care Boutique. Two
groups have worked so far and we plan to go back soon; it was
definitely an eye opener as to how much work is involved to keep
this nonprofit running. Ms. Christine explained how important it
is for the local foster families to have somewhere to go on the
spur of the moment or any time and pick up what they need at
no cost at all. Brison Hutchings, a junior FBLA member, says “It
was very interesting to see the amount of time and effort that is
put into something as simple as just finding these kids clothes. We
often take for granted simple things like just having clothes to wear
every day. This experience has changed the way I not only view
this organization but the whole foster care system as a whole. I
have a newfound appreciation for the men and women who decide
they want to be foster parents.” 
“This experience has changed the way I not only view
this organization but the whole foster care system as a
whole. I have a newfound appreciation for the men and
women who decide they want to be foster parents.”
~ Brison Hutchings
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Our dream is that no foster or
adoptive family will ever walk
the journey alone.

The Boutique
Donation Drop-off
Charitable Giving
Community Support

about us
The Imagine & Believe Foster Care & Adoption Boutique is simply a
place dedicated for use in helping foster & adoptive families, and sometimes
emergency situations. Our awesome Searcy Living readers bring in donations,
enabling foster/adopt parents to be able to ‘shop’ for what they need for foster
and adopted children at no cost.
Our office is the drop off location and is located at 812 S. Main Street in Searcy.
We welcome gently used or new items. Thank you, Searcy, for your generosity
and time spent to support the Foster/Adoption Care Boutique!
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“

What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say about the Imagine & Believe Foundation:

Imagine and Believe Foster & Adoption Foundation goes above and beyond for our
Foster community; they are a light beam and always willing to assist. If the boutique
does not have it, they are going to rally to make sure they can supply a child’s need.
The wisdom from Christine and her team from past and present experience of the
Foster/adoption process, is a Powerhouse.
~ Theresa Smithson

donations are welcomed & appreciated

Our main mission is to let
foster and adoptive parents
know they are loved and
cherished by the community.

Clothing:
Searcy Living office
812 S. Main St.
Searcy, AR 72143

checks:

The Imagine & Believe Foundation
P.O. Box 2042
Searcy, AR 72145

501-593-5263

wish list
 Size 4, 5, and 6 Diapers
 Baby Shampoo (always)
 Toothpaste and Tooth Brushes
 Underclothing (girls)
 Lots of prayers for the
children we serve.

Imagine a world where every child has a safe loving home.
Believe it can happen!
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Thank you!

Natural Food Store
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We need your financial support
to keep this ministry going.

&

Our Purpose:

foundation

 We provide the Foster Care Boutique, which is where your donations
of clothing and diapers are connected to foster parents.

 We connect seasoned mentors (former foster parents) to new foster
and adoptive parents, giving them a resource to ask questions and glean wisdom
from someone who truly understands their journey.

 We help new foster homes get set up with things such as play pens and
child safety gates. We help fill in the gaps. There are so many things to get and do
to prepare to be a new parent of a child or children of varying ages.

 We know the journey of fostering and adopting is very rewarding, but it can

also have great times of discouragement and loss. We try to be an encouragement
system and reminder that this community really does care about the orphans and
the caretakers of the orphan ministry.

 If a foster family does not have the time to come by the Foster

Care Boutique, we deliver the clothing and diapers to them. This service is needed,
for instance, when a foster family takes in a foster child at 3am and has to be at
work by 8am the next morning.

Please send donations to:
Imagine & Believe Foundation • P.O. Box 2042 • Searcy, AR 72145
Phone (501) 593-5263
My check is enclosed to help wherever needed.

 $20

 $50

 Other

 I want to donate my time. My talent is:
___________________________________

Imagine & Believe is a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) • Donations are Tax Deductible
(501) 593-5263
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Thank you to all of our volunteers and donors!
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If you have a heart to
rock babies, have tea
parties with toddlers,
or take a teen out for a
day of fishing or hiking,
reach out to the foster or
adoptive parent you know
and see what you can do.

Additional Ways You Can Be Supportive To Foster Care & Adoptions
• Offer to mow their yard.
• Buy school supplies and back packs for the children.
• Get a group together and send them on a weekend getaway
so they can practice “self care.” Help them to recover from
Compassion Fatigue. This is not a 9 to 5 mission, it is a mission
in their home and 24/7. Rested givers can keep giving for longer
amounts of time. 50 percent of foster parents quit in 12 months.
Lets walk beside them and change that statistic.
• Get to know the children that your friends/church members
are fostering. Say a kind word to those children. You would be
surprised at how far a few kind words of encouragement can go.
• Bring a foster/adoptive family a meal. They are most likely
dealing with trauma situations that you cannot imagine and
could use a break and just a kind gesture.

• Read up on Reactive Attachment Disorder, PTSD, and
Oppositional Defiance Disorder. If you see a foster family
struggling to help a child, do not judge them! Share resource
information that you have researched that may be helpful. That
does not mean that all foster and adoptive children have these
disorders, but if you see a family struggling, then this is a good
place to start looking for information to help them. Above all,
we suggest Reactive Attachment Disorder reading/research.
Please be aware that there is a huge difference between
Attachment Disorders and Reactive Attachment Disorders.
Many professionals do not understand this and have not been
trained about RAD, and if you do not research the correct
disorder, the advice you find can end up devastating the family.
A good place to start is any information by RAD Advocates or
the book Reactive Attachment Disorder by Kerri Williams.
• Of course, donate to the Imagine & Believe Foundation and we
will keep passing out the clothing and diapers to these families.

• Hold a baby shower for adoptions, whether the adopted child
is a baby or 17. So often, adoptions go uncelebrated by the very
community the family belongs to. Let’s change that!
• Get certified (if needed - the laws change often) to be a respite
resource. The system usually tells foster parents to find their
own respite, but phone numbers of other foster parents are
confidential, sometimes leaving them with almost no options
for self care. If you have a heart to rock babies, have tea
parties with toddlers or take a teen out for a day of fishing
or hiking, reach out to the foster or adoptive parent you
know and see what you can do.

&
foundation
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Thank you

Hoffmann
Architectural

The Imagine & Believe Foundation gives you a way to let
foster and adoptive families know they are not alone.

Keep your head up.
God gives His hardest battles to
His strongest soldiers.

Thank you!

Gum Springs Church
Show your support for life and
help raise money at the same time!
Purchase an official Choose Life Arkansas
License Plate for the rear of your car. You can
obtain one through direct purchase from the
Department of Finance and Administration.

Let’s make the readership of Searcy Living the
BIGGEST supporters for life in the state!
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What Foster/Adoptive parents have to say about the
Imagine & Believe Foundation:

“We went to our first foster event after being four weeks
into our first placement. Not only was the fellowship with
veterans in the system amazing... but the Imagine & Believe
Foundation sent each family home with loads of household
items. I was dreading having to stop at the store on my
way home for laundry detergent and wouldn’t you know the
Lord had them handing out laundry detergent. It seems like
a small thing... but it was just what we needed.”
~ Jess McIlroy

Bid on desserts for Easter dinner and
support a great cause!
April 14, 2022
At the Searcy Country Club
2729 W. Country Club Rd.
Tickets $20
Tickets available at Searcy Living
812 S. Main St.
Go to the Imagine & Believe Facebook page
for more information.
Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.
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Crossword
Across
3. Bobbie’s _______ and support system have had a great deal to
do with the way she faces cancer.
5. Searcy Community School of Music was graciously given
permission to base their teaching on _______’s campus.
7. JB borrowed many books from the _______ library and taught
himself how to be a good businessman.
8. “Little by little, a little becomes a _______.”
9. Rikki and family decided to start a _______ farm.
Down
1. Hunting is not just about harvesting an animal, it is about
learning how to be self _______.
2. The main purpose is to build leadership skills and introduce
members into the business world.
4. Behind all the laughter and banter, The Representatives show a
sincere love for _______.
6. Timothy Hill’s horse.

Find the Answers

.com

Riddles

1.

thumbs
thumbs

Can you guess the word or phrase?
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2.

day’sALLwork

3.

frontier
frontier
frontier
frontier
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